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But God, being rich in mercy, because of the
great love with which he loved us, even when
we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ — by grace you have been
saved — and raised us up with him and seated
us with him in the heavenly places in Christ
Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show
the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus.

Eph. 2:4-7

‘Universal message’
of fraternity

from Iraq’s top Shiite cleric and Pope

A

BOARD
THE
PAPAL
PLANE: On his flight to
Rome from Baghdad on
Monday, March 8, Pope Francis said
that Iraq’s top Shiite cleric is a “wise
and humble man,” and their March
6 meeting had a “universal message”
about the importance of fraternity.
The landmark meeting with Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani took place on the second day
of Pope Francis’ historic three-day trip to Iraq
March 5-8.
During an in-flight press conference on the
flight back to Rome March 8, the Pope was
asked if the meeting with al-Sistani was a message to the religious leaders of Iran.
“I believe it was a universal message,” Pope
Francis responded. “I felt the duty of this pilgrimage of faith and penance to go and find a
great, a wise man, a man of God.”
Francis added that these qualities could be
perceived only by listening to al-Sistani. “This
meeting did my soul good. He is a light,” he
said.
The two men spoke for around 45 minutes
during a private meeting at al-Sistani’s residence in Najaf, central Iraq, according to Mat-

Pope Francis meets Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani in Najaf, Iraq, March 6, 2021. (Vatican Media)

teo Bruni, director of the Holy See press office.
Najaf is the third holiest city of Shiite Islam after
Mecca and Medina.
The meeting was a milestone in relations between the Catholic Church and Shiite Islam.
Pope Francis described the encounter with alSistani as “very respectful,” adding that he felt
honoured that the 90-year-old Shiite cleric rose
to greet him twice, a thing he ordinarily does not
do.

Describing the religious leader as someone
with wisdom and prudence, Francis commented that wise people are everywhere, because
“God’s wisdom has been spread all over the
world.”
According to Bruni, in his encounter with
al-Sistani, Francis “stressed the importance of
cooperation and friendship between religious
communities for contributing – through the cultivation of mutual respect and dialogue – to the

good of Iraq, the region and the entire human
family.”
“The path of fraternity is important,” the Pope
said. “Both documents (Human Fraternity and
Fratelli Tutti) must be studied because they go
in the same direction, they are seeking fraternity.”
Francis recalled a phrase used by al-Sistani:
that “men are either brothers by religion or
equal by creation.”
“And fraternity is equality. I believe it is also
a cultural path,” the Pope added.
According to Francis, the Church’s thinking
on fraternity has changed, especially with the
teaching of the Second Vatican Council.
Pope Francis said that there were critics who
accused him of not being courageous, or who
said that he had gone against Church doctrine
or committed heresy. But, he said, that criticism
was one of the risks of trying to advance interreligious dialogue.
“But these decisions are always made in
prayer, in dialogue, asking for advice, in reflection. They are not a whim and they are also
the line that the [Second Vatican] Council has
taught us,” he emphasised. — CNA
l Turn to Pages 8, 9, 10, 11, 13 and Back pg for
our coverage of the Pope’s historic visit to Iraq

Iraqi PM declares national day of tolerance in
honour of papal meeting with top Shiite cleric
NAJAF: Iraq’s prime minister on Saturday declared March 6 a National Day of Tolerance and
Coexistence in honour of Pope Francis’ landmark meeting with the country’s top Shiite cleric.
Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhimi made the
announcement via Twitter on March 6 after the
meeting between the Pope and Grand Ayatollah
Ali al-Sistani.
“In celebration of the historic meeting in Najaf
between Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani and Pope Francis, and the historic interreligious meeting in the
ancient city of Ur, we declare March 6 a National
Day of Tolerance and Coexistence in Iraq,” he
wrote.
The Pope visited the 90-year-old al-Sistani at
his modest home in Najaf, the third-holiest city
for Shiite Muslims after Mecca and Medina.
Citing a religious official in Najaf, the Associated Press reported that al-Sistani broke with his
custom of staying seated to receive visitors, rising to greet Francis at the door of the room where
he holds private conversations with guests. The
Pope reportedly removed his shoes before entering the room.

A statement afterward from al-Sistani’s office
said that the cleric affirmed that the country’s
Christian citizens should, like all Iraqis, be able to
live in security and peace, freely exercising their
constitutional rights.
After the meeting — which marked a milestone in relations between the Catholic Church
and Shiite Islam — the Pope travelled to the
Plain of Ur, where he took part in an interreligious gathering.
Speaking at the ancient site, believed to be the
birthplace of Abraham, the Pope emphasised the
shared heritage of Christians, Muslims, and Jews.
“From this place, where faith was born, from
the land of our father Abraham, let us affirm that
God is merciful and that the greatest blasphemy
is to profane his name by hating our brothers and
sisters,” he said March 6.
“Hostility, extremism and violence are not
born of a religious heart: they are betrayals of
religion. We believers cannot be silent when
terrorism abuses religion; indeed, we are called Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhimi
unambiguously to dispel all misunderstandings.” declares National Day of Tolerance and
— CNA
Coexistence in Iraq on March 6.

Pope Francis marked the eighth
anniversary since his election as
Pope March 13. Looking back
over that time, it is possible to see
the visit to Iraq as encapsulating
the heart of his papacy.
 Turn to Pg 10 for more
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Why Jesus was furious
with the money changers

T

he Temple renovated by Herod the Great
was a sight to behold.
Around 18BC, Herod had arranged
for 10,000 workers to expand the Second Temple. They included hundreds of priests, who
would handle the renovation of the holiest areas.
For the project, limestones from a quarry
nearby, varying in weight from a few tons to
over a hundred tons, with most of them weighing 30 tons, were hauled in, probably by oxen.
Herod added a huge plaza, doubling the area
around the Temple building on a platform over
the Mount in Jerusalem to up to 20 football
fields. The perimeter walls soared a hundred
feet above street level.
It was an engineering feat, which in today’s
prices would have cost billions of ringgit.
This magnificent edifice awed Jesus’ followers, who marvelled at the temple and its massive stones. Gold vine trimmings decorated the
main doors of the inner Temple building. The
gold-plated building shimmered at sunrise, and
under the blaze of sunlight, it dazzled the pilgrims. Golden trappings adorned the rooftop of
the temple, while multi-coloured floor tiles in
geometric designs added further luxury. A hundred and sixty-two thick marble columns lined
the sides inside the temple walls, each wide
enough for three adults to link arms around it.
But unlike his followers who marvelled at
this spectacle, Jesus was not impressed. He had
seen the poor old widow placing small coins in
the Treasury.
Every Jewish male had to pay a temple tax
of half a shekel a year. This was the equivalent of about 1.5 Roman denarius. In Matthew
Chapter 20, we know that a casual worker was
paid one denarius for a day’s work at the vineyard.
Using a modern-day equivalent, a casual
worker in Malaysia might earn about RM80100 for a full day’s work.
Let’s assume that half a million adult males
paid the temple tax. That would be tens of millions of ringgit pouring into the temple coffers.

T
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Some of this would go for the temple upkeep.
But instead of using the rest of the money from
the temple tax to help the poor, it was used for
never-ending temple expansion and to enrich
the already wealthy and powerful.
That’s not all. Pilgrims from afar couldn’t
use their own local currency within the Temple
precincts because of the graven images on the
coins of secular rulers, who considered themselves divine beings. Moreover, some of these
coins would have been of questionable value
and weight.
So, the pilgrims had to exchange money for
Temple coins to pay the temple tax. Ironically,
these Temple coins were those of Tyre bearing
the image of Melqart or Baal, whom the Jews
derided as demonic or idolatrous – which were
even more offensive! But hey, these coins of
Tyre were of quality silver and reliable weight
– so money talks!
In the exchange of coins, the money changers at the Temple profited as well, probably
charging a fee, known as the kalbon, of about
four per cent.
This fee was charged even if you had a full
shekel but wanted to break it down to half
a shekel. And so an additional kalbon was
charged, and the effective fee would have
been, perhaps almost nine per cent.
Not only that, the Temple allowed traders
to sell animals for sacrifice, turning it into a
marketplace. More opportunities for moneymaking! Multiply all this trading and money
changing by three – that was the number of
major festivals every year.
Tens of thousands of animals would be
slaughtered as blood sacrifice, and the pilgrims

would then be able to have a decent meal from
the roast – a rare treat. It was safer to buy the
animals from the traders here. You could bring
your own animal for sacrifice, but if it had the
slightest defect, it would be rejected.
This slaughter of animals was great business
for the city as thousands of animals, from near
and far, would have to be bought and sold. The
merchants were doing brisk business, and the
city was prospering.
But remember, at the time of Jesus, about
90 per cent of the people were peasants from
the countryside, and some had even fallen into
destitution. Most had barely enough savings
for a rainy day. Some may even have lost their
land due to poor harvests and heavy debt.
The Temple itself functioned like a bank,
even storing the debt records of the people.
(When rebels seized the temple decades later,
one of the first things they destroyed were the
temple’s debt records.)
The elite running the Temple were extracting huge sums from the poor, exploiting them
in the name of religion. The money changers
were the “frontliners”, so too the animal traders, and they and other merchants and developers made lucrative profits from all this, burdening especially the poor.
Echoing Jeremiah 7:11, Jesus bellowed “den
of robbers” to everyone within earshot, as he
toppled the tables of the money changers and
traders.
The Temple also barred Gentiles and women
from the inner courts, which were on progressively raised platforms.
Both Jews and Gentiles could enter the complex, but the Gentiles could not go beyond the

Court of the Gentiles. Archaeologists have
found plaques with inscriptions reading: “Let
no foreigner enter within the parapet and the
partition which surrounds the Temple precincts. Anyone caught [violating] will be held
accountable for his ensuing death.”
The Jews were allowed closer, but Jewish
women could only get as far as the Court of the
Women, while the males could proceed to the
Court of Israel.
Only priests were allowed nearer the Temple building proper, where the altar of sacrifice
was located, just outside the entrance to the
building.
Inside the building was the Most Holy, and
this was separated from the Holy of Holies, by
a thick curtain, where once a year a priest could
enter to sprinkle the blood of sacrifice.
These physical barriers restricted ordinary
people’s access to God’s enduring presence, at
least in their minds.
The extractive profiteering racket near or in
the Court of the Gentiles in the name of religion and the restriction of access to the Holy
of Holies ran totally counter to Jesus’ conversation with the Samaritan woman at the well:
“But the hour is coming — indeed is already
here — when true worshippers will worship
the Father in spirit and truth: that is the kind of
worshipper the Father seeks.
God is spirit, and those who worship must
worship in spirit and truth. (John 4: 23-24)
The curtain blocking the Holy of Holies
was torn down when Jesus was crucified. No
longer would the presence of God be restricted
to only a handful. This was a Father who cared
for all who were suffering.
As for that magnificent Temple complex,
Herod’s crown jewel, it was finally completed
eight decades later, long after Herod had died.
But just a few years after its completion, the
Romans almost completely destroyed the
Temple in 70AD.
l This article is dedicated to the memory of
the activist Aegile Fernandez, champion of
the downtrodden

Fourth Sunday of Lent: God’s Handiwork

oday’s second reading, from Paul’s Letter to
the Ephesians, concludes with the statement
“We are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good works that God has prepared in
advance that we should live in them.”
Let’s begin by focusing on that word, handiwork. Sadly, handiwork is hard to come by
these days. How many things do we own that
we can say are not the result of mechanisation
or computerisation? There are many good and
valid reasons for the way materials are produced. 3d printers can produce precise medical
devices. But with that understood, how many
items do we own that have been carefully crafted by someone’s hands? Whatever we do own
that which is in fact handiwork is most likely
very expensive. It is also unique. In the chapel
at Guardian Angel’s School we have a hand
carved woodwork statue of a guardian angel.
A friend of mine was visiting a woodworking
studio and shop in Northern Italy when he saw
the statue and said that he would like to buy it
for the school. The owner said that it was not for
sale. It had been in his family for many years,
and has been carved by one of his ancestors.
My friend was not to be denied. He offered what
I can only guess was an exorbitant amount of
money and had the statue delivered to me for
Guardian Angels. Now what made that statue
so expensive? It wasn’t the material used, the
particular wood it was carved from. It was expensive because it was carefully hand-crafted.
When we look at the statue, we see not just the

Guardian Angel, we see the hand of the master
who spent many, many hours in his workshop
making the statue.
We are God’s handiwork. Like the statue,
each of us was painstakingly created by God.
Like the statue, we manifest the work of the artist. We do this those times that we are true to
our very being, those times that we are sons and
daughters of God. Like the statue, we were each
created to bring beauty to the world, His Beauty.
Like the statue, we can proclaim to the world,
“If you think that I am special, think of how special the One is who created me.”
It is easy for us to forget our unique beauty.
After all, the latest estimate of the population
of the world is 7.6 billion people. Each of us is
just one of billions. But just as the sculptor did
not view the statue as merely one of his many
works, God does not see each of us as just one
of his works. He sees each of us as his unique
creation.
But we are not statues. We are living beings
endowed with a free will and able to choose to
love God or to reject Him and throw ourselves
into living for temporal goods. We have the ability to act as though we are not special to God,
as though we are just one of the 7.6 billion. The
people that the Chronicler refers to in today’s
first reading did just that. They turned from God
and turned to the immorality of the pagan world
around them. As a result, they suffered exile in
Babylon. Still, God did not forget how beautiful
His creation could be. After seventy years, He

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings
delivered them from captivity using the hand
of Cyrus, King of Persia. They didn’t earn their
freedom. It was restored to them by God.
St Paul reminds us that we did not earn a Saviour. It was by God’s Grace that we have been
saved. And what a Saviour he has given us!
Jesus Christ saw our beauty with His Father’s
eyes, and delivered us from the darkness of sin,
from the emptiness of materialism, and from hatred and the grasp of the devil. God so loved the
world that he gave his only son so that everyone
who believes in Him might have eternal life. Jesus did not come to condemn the world, today’s
Gospel, John 3, tells us. The Father sent Him
to save the work of his hands. He came to save
us, God’s handiwork. But we have to choose
the way of the Lord. That is the way of Light.
Any other choice is the way of darkness. There
are many who prefer darkness over light. There
are many who choose the way of selfishness
over love. There are many who join in the pagan immorality of the world. Those who do so
condemn themselves to empty lives, condemn
themselves to darkness. We cannot do that. We
will not do that. We move towards the light that
is the Way of the Lord.
The Fourth Sunday of Lent is called Laetare
Sunday. The word laetare means more than joy,
it means to be light-hearted. Even though we are
facing the heavy days of the commemoration of

4th Sunday of Lent
Readings: 2 Chronicles 36:14-16;
Ephesians 2:4-10;
Gospel: John 3:14-21

the passion and death of the Lord, Palm Sunday
of the Lord’s Passion and Good Friday are less
than three weeks away, still we are light-hearted
because we know what Jesus has done for us.
He has embraced death so we can have life. He
has won for us eternal life. “Lift up your hearts,”
the priest instructs in the prayers of the preface recited just before the Eucharistic Prayer.
“We have lifted them up to the Lord,” we all
respond. We are light-hearted because we know
to whom we belong. We belong to the Lord. We
are God’s handiwork.
The next time we look into the mirror and
see a blemish on our faces, or a new chin that
seems to be emerging, or yet another wrinkle,
we need to think about what God sees. He sees
someone He painstakingly sculptured. You and
I need to remind ourselves daily, we are special.
We are loved. We have dignity. We are the work
of God’s hands.
I will give thanks to you, for I am fearfully,
wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works.
My soul knows this very well. Psalm 139:14. —
By Msgr Joseph A Pellegrino
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Liturgical Guidelines and Devotional
Resources for Holy Week 2021

Archdiocese of
Kuala Lumpur

Chan/MC/07/2021
Liturgical Guidelines and Devotional
Resources for Holy Week 2021
As our churches, chapels and Mass
centres reopen for public Masses from
March 13, His Grace, Most Rev Julian
Leow D.D., the Archbishop of Kuala
Lumpur, has commissioned the Archdiocesan Liturgical Commission to prepare
liturgical guidelines and family devotional resource materials for a safe and meaningful celebration of Holy Week.
A. Guidelines for Holy and Safe Celebration of Holy Week Liturgies 2021
These guidelines issued by the Archdiocese should serve as the basis for the
preparation of fruitful, meaningful and
safe Holy Week liturgies by parishes and
their respective liturgical ministries.

B. Holy Week Family Prayer Services
As it may not be possible for every person to
physically return to public Mass due to the
health, age or limited capacity of our churches, resources will be made available in four
languages for a meaningful celebration by
families and individuals at home.
Please note that the Archbishop continues
to dispense the faithful from the obligation
of attending Mass on Sundays and holy days
of obligation but strongly recommends that
those unable to attend follow the online Masses and use the above devotional materials for
spiritual nourishment.
C. Extension of Opening Hours for Holy
Thursday and Good Friday
Upon the application by the Archbishop, permission has been granted by the Ministry of

Penang Diocese
PKK/BDN/2021/03/083
Dear Clergy, Religious, Heads of Ministries
and the Lay Faithful,
Greetings of Joy, Mercy and Hope!
It is in solidarity with all of you and in solemn thanksgiving that I greet you a Blessed
Holy and Joyful journey of Lent!
 The Sacerdotal Ordination of Deacon
Konstend Gnanapragam will be celebrated on
March 19, 2021, at 8.00pm at the Minor Basilica of St Anne, Bukit Mertajam. As attendance
for this celebration will be by invitation only,
this Mass will be broadcast live on youtube.
com/pgdioceselive
 Fr Louis Loi has been appointed parish
priest of the Church of the Holy Name of Mary,
Permatang Tinggi, with effect from March 25,
2021, as Fr Augustine Wong graciously retires.
We thank Fr Augustine Wong for his years of
dedicated service, as we congratulate Fr Louis
Loi on his new appointment.
 We welcome His Grace Archbishop
Wojciech Zaluski, the newly appointed Apostolic Nuncio to Malaysia who has safely ar-

Diocese of
Malacca Johore
Greetings and Peace of the Lord Jesus
Christ be with you, dear People of God.
The COVID-19 situation has shown improvement in the last few weeks. The daily
MKN updates are encouraging. Many are
registering for the vaccines. Optimism appears to have set in. While economic growth
will continue to be slow, economic activities are on the rise. Gatherings for leisure,
worship or seminars will take some time to
gain acceptance. Churches and catechism,
the seniors and the young will always be our
concern. Parishes have to look for alternative ways of doing things, to find innovative
ways to be mission in the new normal.

1.0 A Thought for the Week:

3

Back in the days when pots and pans could
talk – which indeed they still can – there
lived a man who in order to have water, had
to walk down the hill to fill the two pots and
then walk home. One day it was discovered
that one of the pots had a crack and as time
went by, the crack widened. Finally, the pot
turned to the man and said, “You know,
every day you take me to the river, and by
the time you get home, half of the water’s
leaked out. Please replace me with a better
pot.” And the man said, “You don’t understand. As you spill, you water the wild flowers by the side of the path.” Sure enough, on
the side of the path where the cracked pot

National Unity, via a letter dated March 5,
2021, to extend the hours of opening on Holy
Thursday and the Easter Vigil to 12 midnight.
For other Masses and services (including
Good Friday Services), parishes are to ensure
that they follow the opening hours which are
fixed by the Ministry of National Unity:
6.00am - 2.00pm
4.00pm - 10.00pm

D. Annual Chrism Mass
The annual Chrism Mass, where the clergy
renew their priestly promises and where the
sacred oils are blessed and consecrated, is
scheduled to take place on March 24, 2021
at the Church of St Thomas More at 6.00pm.
Due to limited seating capacity, this Mass will
be limited to the clergy and invited guests. It
will be streamed live from TV. ArchKL for the

faithful who are unable to attend in person.
As we were unable to celebrate Holy Week
in our churches last year due to this pandemic
and the MCO, let us pray that this year’s celebration which is an expression of our faith,
can be carried on safely, reverently and with
great joy. As the opening instruction of the
Easter Vigil says:
“If we keep the memorial of the Lord’s
paschal solemnity in this way, listening to his
word and celebrating his mysteries, then we
shall have the sure hope of sharing his triumph
over death and living with him in God.”
Fr Michael Chua
Chancellor
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur
March 11, 2021

Notification and Updates
rived and will be having an audience with His
Majesty, the King to present his credentials.
 Peninsular Malaysia Institute for New
Evangelization (INE)
The new office bearers for INE:
Chairperson: Michael Xavier
Vice-Chairperson: Alexander Choong
Clergy Rep & Spiritual Advisor: Fr Joseph
Stephen, CsSR
We congratulate this new team as we thank
Simon Wong and the previous team.
 Guidelines for Formation of Permanent
Deacons
The official document on the guidelines for
formation of permanent deacons in the Diocese
of Penang can be found here.
 Sing Your Praise to God
The latest hymnal published by the Episcopal
Regional Liturgy Commission of Malaysia,
Singapore & Brunei will be sold at RM25.00
per copy. Parishes can place the orders using
the attached order form here.

 Parish Pastoral Assembly
The Pan Malaysia Pastoral Convention 2026
Organising Team will release a guide by the
end of April for all parishes to follow during
the Parish Pastoral Assembly. These parish
assemblies will need to be conducted by the
year 2022.
 The Holy Week kit of the Diocese of Penang
in all languages will be released on March 21,
2021. It can also be retrieved from the website after its release.
 The clergy monthly recollection on March
23 and 24, 2021 after the council of priests,
will be held at the Minor Bascilica of St Anne,
Bukit Mertajam. Clergy who are unable to be
physically present due to the CMCO will still
be connected via online means.

for the three Holy Days ie Holy Thursday,
Good Friday and the Easter Vigil.
The diocese will continue with the prepared Mass schedule, to avoid changes,
disruptions and unwanted duress during this
holy time.
2.3 Continue to Pray: Pray for a non-violent
political solution, release of elected leaders
who were detained, and the return of Myanmar to democratic rule; Pray for conversion of hearts during this Lent; Pray for Malacca Johore Diocese’s Pastoral Journey to
MJD50-Pan Malaysia Pastoral Convention
2026 preparations.

2.1 The Lenten Penitential Services, with
confessions by appointment and confessions
before Masses are available for a good Easter preparation and celebration.

2.4 The Malacca Johore Diocese readies
herself for the second Five-Year Pastoral
Plan, anticipating the MJD50, the diocese’s
golden jubilee; and the great Pan-Malaysian
Pastoral Convention 2026. In the midst of
sufferings, abandonment and fear as a result
of the COVID-19 Pandemic, the diocese has
decided to focus on presence, the poor and
the people.

2.2 The CMCO and RMCO 2.0 will continue until March 18, with compliance to the
given SOPs. For Rumah Ibadat Bukan Islam
(RIBIs), the 10.00pm deadline for worship
and church activities remains. The church is
thankful to the Menteri Perpaduan Negara
for agreeing to the extension to 12 midnight

2.5 Watch out for these upcoming programmes: Zoom sessions on The Pandemic
Stress & Coping Among the Elderly (Mar
21); Catholic Marriage Preparation Weekend in English (Mar 19 to 21); Retreat for
Tamil Catechists (Mar 26 to 29). Live stream
of Chrism Mass (Mar 30).

2.0 Announcements for this Week:

“Only a gaze transformed by charity can
enable the dignity of others to be recognised
and, as a consequence, the poor to be
acknowledged and valued in their dignity,
respected in their identity and culture, and
thus truly integrated into society.” (Fratelli
Tutti, 187)

 The Chrism Mass will be celebrated on
March 23, 2021 at 8.00pm at the Minor Basilica of St Anne, Bukit Mertajam. As attendance for this celebration is by invitation only,
Bishop Sebastian Francis
this Mass will be broadcast live on Youtube.
March 10, 2021
com/pgdioceselive.

MJD News Update #31
was carried, beautiful flowers grew, while
the other side was barren.
“I think I’ll keep you,” said the man.
Consider the opportunities, even when
we are handicapped and weak.
The spiritual life is about being open to
every moment, however incomplete, because every moment in life has something to
teach us about what it means to live well. It is
about realising that sometimes the perfection
of the moment lies in accepting its imperfections.”
Jean Varnier said: Growth begins when we
begin to accept our weaknesses.
Shusaku Endo commented: Every weakness contains within itself a strength.
The Lord told St Paul (2 Cor.12:9): My
Grace is sufficient for you, for My power is
made perfect in weakness.

 The collection for the Holy Land
will resume on Good Friday this year.
Parishes can make their contributions
by cheque or online transfer.
My Dear People of God
I continue to assure you that my
prayers and unity are with all of you
as we journey together, contemplating
the Passion, Death and Resurrection
of Christ. I leave you with these words
of Pope Francis for this Lent: “May
the light of Easter strengthen your
relationship with Christ evermore!”

3.0 This Week’s Question & Queries?

The Q asks: Is There a Gift in Sin?
Every vice is a virtue that has lost its way.
Under the shadow side, the vice or sin I see
in myself or in another is a drive, and is also
the gift answering a deep need. My drive for
seeing the negative, can be sinful hostility hurting another or the gift of anger that works for
justice. Likewise, when I am strongly upset by
another’s hostile vengefulness, I may be overly
upset because that person is reminding me of
my own drive and how I am ignoring my own
gift and my need to work for justice. Therefore,
what I don’t like in another or in myself is a
golden opportunity to discover and use my gift.
Some of the sin-gift pairs:
Addictiveness and steadfastness; Arrogance
and self-confidence; clinging and loyalty; cowardice and caution; impatience and eagerness;
gluttony and hunger for; sloth and being still;
lust and intimacy; greed and self-provision, etc.
Thank you for reading. Let us continue to build
God’s Kingdom together. Another week to
know, love and serve the Lord. God bless you.
Take care. Be safe.
Bishop Bernard Paul
March 12, 2021
Click here to watch the video
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Coming together to pray
for and celebrate women
KUALA LUMPUR: A special
prayer to lift up all women was
held on International Women’s
Day by the Women’s Ministry of
the Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur.
It was organised by the Archdiocesan Office for Human Development (AOHD). About 100 people,
both men and women, participated
online in solidarity.
Fr Albet Arockiasamy, the Ecclesiastical Assistant of the Archdiocesan Office for Human Development, led the online prayer
session by recalling that, created
by God, women play a crucial
role in shaping society (including
family life) and aptly reminded
the gathering of the saying,” the
hand that rocks the cradle rules the
world.”.
The Gospel reading and reflection was based on the “Annun-

KOTA KINABALU: Since the
COVID-19 pandemic came onto
the scene in Malaysia in March
2020, physical church activities
have pretty much come to a halt due
to the implementation of the MCO,
CMCO or MCO 2.0.
Embracing the new normal, the
Apologetics Ministry of Sacred
Heart Cathedral parish (SHC) made
the decision to move its classes to
the virtual world.
The online platform has opened
up new opportunities for the topics
that the Apologetics Ministry conducts whilst still complying with the
stipulated SOPs. Participants for the
programmes are usually parishioners in the vicinity of Kota Kinabalu.
The current series conducted by
the Apologetics Ministry SHC is
called Engaging Today’s Culture:
A Catholic Perspective. This series
addresses issues such as relativism,

ciation” (Luke 1:26-38); where the
history of salvation started with the
‘Yes’ of Mary when she said, “I am
the handmaid of the Lord, let what
you have said be done to me.”
Giving thanks to God for the
simple fact of being a woman, God
was praised and glorified in the
Magnificat.
The prayer concluded with a
message and blessing from Archbishop Julian Leow.
“There is an ancient Chinese
proverb which says “Women hold
up half the sky”. I would like to
take this opportunity to wish every
woman a Blessed International
Women’s Day, especially women who are selflessly serving the
country and the community in various ways; women who are contributing to our nation’s growth and
economy; women who are educat-

ing and developing young minds;
women on the front line and medical field especially during this pandemic. Women who uplift and empower other women; women who
share their unique gifts and talents
for the Archdiocese, church ministries, parish offices and even here,
in our Curia; women who form the
foundation of families; mothers,

wives, sisters, daughters; women
from all walks of life; women who
have inspired us in one way or another, and I would like to take this
opportunity to wish all women in
my life who have guided me and
who have played a role in my faith
journey.
My dear friends, I would like
to once again, thank each woman,

Apologetics ministry goes online

who are on the quiet or shy side
can still participate in the Whatsapp group discussions in order to
grasp the sessions better. This series is still open for those who have
not yet registered but would like
to join. Please contact the following people via Whatsapp: Pauline
Soon 0168044728 or Julia Wong
0198815009
Last year, the ministry conducted

a few series online. These were
Lectio Eucharist, Lectio Mary,
Beginning Apologetics as well as
Jesus and the End Times. This last
series is a Catholic view of the Last
Days by Dr Brant Pitre, a renowned
Scripture scholar who obtained his
Ph.D in the New Testament and ancient Judaism from the University
of Notre Dame, Indiana, USA. All
these programmes aim to explore
the reasons for why and what the
Church believes and also why it
conducts its liturgy in such a way,
looking deeper into the richness of
the Catholic Faith.
Stay tuned to the church bulletin or SHC social media page to
see any new series the Apologetics
Ministry will be conducting in the
future. We will continue to use the
online platform until the pandemic
is no longer an issue. — By Eddy
Liew, Catholic Sabah

CHERAS: During the season of
Lent, some Catholics connected
online for a mission.
Four of them visited Rainbow
Home in Taman Ferngrove in
Cheras on Feb 27.
They brought along 30 school
bags and some 420kgs of foodstuffs plus chocolates for the children. On hand to meet them at the
home’s foyer was Pastor Sheila

Sheng, the director and founder of
Rainbow Home.
The home currently has 30 children age ranging from three years
to 18 years-old. It is a home for
underprivileged, abandoned and
abused children.
Pastor Sheng said a prayer and
then briefed the donors on the history of the home, which was established in 2002.

Participants on the Zoom discussion session on March 3, 2021.

LGBTQ+, contraception, divorce
and assisted suicide, issues that the
current climate of the world makes
relevant, especially among the
younger generation.
The aim of this series is to give
the whats and the whys of our Catholic teaching on such issues. This
series started on Feb 27, and, will
be ongoing for eight weeks on Saturdays at 8.00pm.

The videos are streamed online
to participants who have registered.
The current series has about 110
registered participants. After the
video for the session is finished, the
ministry organizes ZOOM discussions for participants to exchange
their thoughts or share their stories.
Furthermore, a priest is also present in ZOOM discussions to provide guidance and insight. Those

Seniors raise funds for the poor

who is precious in the eyes of God,
and who have probably done and
are doing more than their fair share
during this pandemic. I would like
to say let us be in solidarity with
all women, today and every day of
our lives and I would like to urge
all women to take up the challenge
to continue to serve, to continue to
be a force in this world”.

Coming together for mission

The GSC Evergreens donated provisions to the Myanmar Migrants School.

KUALA LUMPUR: The Good
Shepherd Church (GSC) Evergreens embarked on a virtual Lenten donation campaign from Feb
7-16 to help an orphanage.
Due to good response, it was decided to spread the distribution to
more than one charity. Groceries
and sundries were purchased and

distributed to Pertubuhan Kebajikan Anak Yatim Mary, Setapak (also
known as Sanctuary Care Centre on
Sunday Feb 21, Myanmar Migrants
School, Setapak on Sunday Feb 28
and NACSCOM Rumah Warga
Emas, Setapak on Sunday Mar 7.
There was a surplus of a few hundred ringgit which was donated to

the PIHD Ministry.
We would like to thank all the
generous GSC Evergreens for their
support in making this little donation programme a success and we
hope that our contributions have
helped to spread some cheer and
goodwill to the recipients of our
contributions.

The children of Rainbow Home with the donors.
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I was vaccinated! It didn’t hurt!

W

e have endured the ravages
of the COVID-19 pandemic
for over a year now; our health,
economy and society have been
severely affected. Thanks to medical and scientific research, vaccines have been developed and
their rollout has begun.
Some have doubts as to the
effectiveness of the vaccine or
of particularly makes. They are
highly effective as they have
undergone rigorous clinical trials and have been approved by
the drug regulatory authorities in
many countries in the world. The
vaccines have been proven to be
effective in reducing the risk of
developing COVID-19.
I was one of the healthcare
workers who were vaccinated
during the first week of roll-out
(March 4, 2021). Was I anxious?
Yes, I was, just like others. I
would advise everyone to first

familiarise themselves with the
procedures to help to reassure us.
We hear and read all sorts of
fake news and misinformation
on the vaccines and COVID-19.
Don’t believe everything you see
or hear. Only trust reliable sources such as Malaysia‘s COVID-19
vaccine website by MOSTI and
MOH www.vaksincovid.gov.my
and the World Health Organisation www.covid19.who.int. The
United Nations encourages us to
check the advice we share is reliable and accurate at www.shareverified.com.
Do expect to experience side
effects after you have been vaccinated. You may have a fever,
muscle ache, headaches and
chills. This is a sign that the immune system is working hard to
make antibodies that will protect
you against the actual virus. You
may also experience pain, redness

Professor Christopher Ng receiving the vaccine jab.

and swelling at the injection site
and your arm may feel heavy for
a few days.
These side-effects are usually

mild. The allergic reactions that
people keep talking about only
happen rarely, but as a precaution,
you will need to stay at the vacci-

nation centre for 15 to 30 minutes
after you have received your jab.
As a reminder, you need to have
two doses (for the current Pfizer
vaccine), three weeks apart, and
your immunity against the virus
will have developed at least one
week after the second jab. Even
after getting vaccinated, you
should still wear a face mask,
wash your hands frequently and
observe social distancing. The
pandemic is not over yet.
If you have not registered for
vaccination, visit the MySejatera
app to do so. It is quite simple.
Dr Fiona Chew provides a simple and vivid account of her experience in receiving the first dose
of the vaccine. Watch it at https://
youtu.be/WerxiZAOWzE
Protect oneself. Protect all. —
By Professor Christopher Ng,
University of Malaya Medical
Centre

Low-key IWD celebration at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart

KOTA KINABALU: The theme
for International Women’s Day
(IWD) 2021 presents a challenge
to women universally, with a call
to “Women in leadership: Achieving an equal future in a COVID-19
world”.
Although the international
theme focuses more on women’s
challenges in the area of equal
pay, ending all forms of violence
against women, healthcare services in response to women’s needs,
etc, the pandemic has spotlighted
how women stand on the front
line of the COVID-19 crisis as
healthcare workers, volunteers for
humanitarian initiatives, and community organisers.
The women of the parish, noted Sacred Heart Cathedral parish
priest Fr Paul Lo, have done no

beit with only a handful of people.
Fr Lo wryly commented that
though the Church is made up of
a male body (hierarchy) but with
a woman’s soul, it is a fact that
70 per cent of church attendees
are women, which also applies to
those serving in church ministries
and committees.

To show his appreciation for the
women in the parish, Fr Lo celebrated Mass to mark International
Women’s Day 2021 at the parish
level on Mar 8. The 4.00pm Mass
was attended by a small number
of women parishioners, who diligently observed the SOP protocols
set by the parish.
Notably present was the Head
of the Archdiocesan Women’s
Commission, Anita Tunggolou,
who is also the chairlady of the
Sacred Heart Catholic Women’s
League (SHCWL). With her were
a score of faithful members of the
SHCWL who turned up for the
thanksgiving Mass. Also present
were other women parishioners from other parish community groups. — By Agnes Chai,
Catholic Sabah

countries of the world.”
“They suffered a loss of work
due to the absence of pilgrims,
and a consequent difficulty in living with dignity and providing for
their families and children,” he
wrote.
Furthermore, Cardinal Sandri
said the economic aid from the
annual collection fell short since
many churches were forced to
close their doors during the pandemic.
Nevertheless, he said, “we must
not give up on taking care of the
holy places that are concrete proof
of the mystery of the incarnation
of the son of God and the offering of his life for us and for our
salvation.”
Along with Cardinal Sandri’s
letter, the Vatican press office released some details of how the
money from the 2020 collection,
which totalled more than $7.1 million was used.
The congregation spent more
than $2.3 million on academic,
spiritual and human formation of
seminarians and priests under their
jurisdiction, as well as for training
men and women religious, it said.

More than $2.4 million went for
subsidising schooling and educational activities for young people,
including at Bethlehem University; and nearly $2.5 million was
used to provide emergency assistance and support to people in 10
countries.
The Vatican also released a list
of the projects supported through
the funds given to the Franciscan
Custody to assist the Christian
minority in the region, preserve
and provide pilgrim access to the
archaeological sites and Christian
shrines, and support education.
Among the maintenance and
restoration work carried out were
projects at the Church of St John
the Baptist, the Sanctuary of the
House of Martha, Mary and Lazarus, the Basilica of the Nativity
in Bethlehem, and archaeological excavations at the Basilica of
Gethsemane.
Funds were also used to build
schools, orphanages and homes
for the poor. The collection also
financed 490 university scholarships and financial aid for local
activities. — By Junno Arocho
Esteves, CNS

The parishioners with Fr Paul Lo at Sacred Heart Cathedral.

less at the front line in contributing and performing both community and humanitarian tasks within
and outside the parish during the
pandemic.
Despite the lockdown due to the
coronavirus since last March, the
women, in particular those in the
parish Catholic Women’s League,

have not failed to decorate the altar with flowers for Sunday Masses, even though the Masses were
live streamed. Notwithstanding
the lockdown barriers, they persisted in continuing to contribute
their efforts to mark their annual
anniversary and Christmas celebration with the Archbishop, al-

Good Friday Holy Land collection ‘invaluable’

VATICAN: The support of Catholics worldwide is an invaluable
resource for small Christian communities in the Middle East who
have been devastated by the COVID-19 pandemic, a Vatican official
said.
In a letter sent to bishops around
the world released by the Vatican
March 11, Cardinal Leonardo
Sandri, prefect of the Congregation for Eastern Churches, asked
for continued support for the traditional Good Friday collection
for the Holy Land.
“If this small gesture of solidarity and sharing — St Paul and St
Francis of Assisi would call it ‘restitution’ — fails, it will be even
more difficult for many of them to
resist the temptation to leave their
country, even more demanding to
support the parishes in their pastoral and educational work, and
even harder to sustain the social
commitment to the poor and suffering,” Cardinal Sandri said.
The collection, taken up at the
request of the Pope, is administered by the Franciscan Custody
of the Holy Land and the Congregation for Eastern Churches,

A health worker administers a shot of Sinopharm’s COVID-19 vaccine to a
man in Iraq’s port city of Basra on March 3, 2021. (UCA News photo)

which uses it for the formation of
candidates for the priesthood, the
support of the clergy, educational
activities, cultural formation and
subsidies.
The Franciscan Custody of the
Holy Land, an administratively
autonomous province of the Franciscan order, also uses the collection to carry out its mission
of preserving most of the shrines
connected with the life of Jesus as

well as for providing pastoral care
to the region’s Catholics, running
schools, operating charitable institutions and training future priests
and religious.
In his letter, Cardinal Sandri
said 2020 was “a year of trials” for
the Holy Land’s Christians, who
have “suffered an isolation that
made them feel even more distant,
even more cut off from vital contact with the brethren from various
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High Court rules use of word
‘Allah’ by non-Muslims allowed
KUALA LUMPUR: The High Court
has ruled that the use of the word ‘Allah’ by non-Muslims all over Malaysia
is allowed.
In addition, other prohibited words
such as Baitullah, Kaabah and solat,
which were banned by the Cabinet in
1986, could also be used by the community for teaching purposes as they
have been in use in Sabah and Sarawak
and some parts of Peninsular Malaysia
for more than 400 years.
This follows Court of Appeal Justice
Datuk Nor Bee Ariffin, sitting as the
High Court judge, in allowing the judicial review by Sarawak Melanau clerk
Jill Ireland, and ruling that the directive
by the Home Ministry not to allow the
use of the four prohibited words, including Allah, is filled with illegality
and irrationality.
With this, she allowed Ireland’s declaration and ruled that the use of the
words would not disrupt public order.
Ireland was challenging a ban on the
use of the word Allah, which resulted
in eight CD items she brought in from
Indonesia 13 years ago to be confiscated at the Low-Cost Carrier Terminal
(LCCT) as they bore those words.
Although the CDs had been returned, she went ahead with the judicial
challenge that included a challenge of a
circular issued by the Home Ministry
over a total ban of the use of the four
words — Allah, Baitullah, solat and
Kaabah — unless there was a written
word Christian published in front.
In her decision, Justice Nor Bee
ruled that the circular issued following the 1986 Cabinet directive is

Counsel Lim Heng Seng (left) and Annou Xavier (right), who represented
Ireland, commended the extensive decision made by Justice Nor Bee, and said
the word Allah can be used by non-Muslims in Malaysia, and especially in
Sabah and Sarawak, just as it has been used for centuries. (The Edge/Mohd
Izwan Mohd Nazam/)

null and void.
She finds the circular, which was
signed by a Home Ministry officer and
not a minister, provided a blanket ban
over the use of the four words, which
was not the directive’s intention.
“The directive on the prohibition
that it would result in a threat in public order is not supported. In fact, the
directive is deemed irrational and perverse,” she said.
She said the Publication and Printing Presses Act 1987 (PPPA) is there
to check on undesirable publications
and not for the purpose of maintaining
public order, morality or health.
“If the minister (then Datuk Seri
Syed Hamid Albar) does not follow
the law regulating the exercise of his
power, then he has acted illegally, as he
has gone beyond the limit of his power.
The minister must understand the law.

If the minister does not follow the law,
he has acted illegally. In the present
case, the minister has not acted according to the act (PPPA).
“The impugned directive (blanket
ban circular) cannot be considered to
be a subsidiary legislation,” Nor Bee
ruled.
After deliberating over the issue —
which also touches on freedom of religion — for more than one-and-a-half
hours, Justice Nor Bee subsequently
allowed three declaratory reliefs
sought by Ireland.
The three are:
l the government directive issued by the Publication Control
Division of the Ministry of Home
Affairs circular s59/3/9/A dated
Dec 5, 1986 is unlawful and unconstitutional;
l a declaration that Ireland has

a right based on Articles 3, 8, 11,
and 12 of the Federal Constitution
to import publications in exercising her rights to practise her religion and education;
l a declaration of her right to
equality before the law with regard to the Printing Presses and
Publications Act 1984 that prohibits discrimination against any
person due to this act.
Touching on freedom of religion as
stipulated under Article 11, Justice Nor
Bee said that, while Islam is recognised
as the religion of the federation under
Article 3(1), other people are allowed
to practise their religion of choice.
“The minister has no right to limit
anyone the right to profess and practise
their religion,” she said, adding this
right to freedom of religion is stipulated under Article 11, while the right
to education is stated in Article 12.
Justice Nor Bee also touched on
the 10-point solution announced by
Putrajaya in 2011 and espoused by
then prime minister Datuk Seri Najib
Razak — which allows Christians to
use Malay-language Bibles containing
the word Allah — and said if that had
been implemented, this matter might
have been resolved without having to
be heard in the court.
“If the cabinet had withdrawn the
impugned (1986) directive when the
10-point solution (was proposed),
there would not have been an issue,”
the judge added.
She also dismissed the government’s
contention that the use of such words
would result in disruption of public

order, following three affidavits filed
by lawyer Syahredzan Johan, Dr Azmi
Shahrom and former law professor and
now Tebing Tinggi assemblyman Dr
Abdul Aziz Bari, which stated that the
use of the word Allah by non-Muslims
would not confuse Muslims.
The present circumstances are different from the situation in 1986, Justice Nor Bee said.
She cited the case of Sisters in Islam (SIS) versus the Home Ministry,
where SIS Forum challenged the ban
on a book it published, which had been
deemed detrimental to public order,
whereas the book had been out for
years and had not caused any disruption to public security with its presence.
Based on the reasons mentioned,
and the fact that the terms had been in
use by the Christian community who
had used Bahasa Malaysia or Bahasa
Indonesia for over 400 years, she said
the court was of the view that the continued usage of these terms would not
be detrimental to public order.
Counsels Lim Heng Seng and Annou Xavier, who represented Ireland,
commended the extensive decision
made by Justice Nor Bee, and said
the word Allah can be used by nonMuslims in Malaysia, and especially in
Sabah and Sarawak, just as they have
been used for centuries.
Senior federal counsel Shamsul Bolhassan appeared for the Home Ministry and the government. — By Hafiz
Yatim, theedgemarkets.com
l Used with permission

In Memory of Aegile Fernandez

Tenaganita co-founder Aegile Fernandez dies

PETALING JAYA: Tenaganita director Aegile Fernandez has passed
away at the age of 72, following a
period of illness.
Her family said in an announcement that she passed away at 1.26pm
on Tuesday, March 9.
“Aegile has been a warm glow
of comfort in so many lives and a
bright and enduring light in the fight
for justice and equality. We ask that
if you are comfortable, please light a
candle for her today.
“Importantly, she'd want you to
keep up her mission for justice, her
practice of kindness, her open heart
to all who have the least.
“In the words of Aegile, her reminder to us of her mission in life:
Ask me not what’s my race or creed,
just take me in my hour of need,” the
announcement read.
Aegile hailed from the rubber
plantations of Sungai Petani, Kedah,
and is the younger sister of Tenaganita’s founder Irene Fernandez who
died in 2014.
She started social work when she
was 16 years old, and went on to
work with prisoners, sex workers,
drug addicts, HIV/Aids patients, domestic abuse victims, refugees, human trafficking victims, and abused
children.

“W

Some tributes to Aegile

e have one fewer human
rights defender of migrants,
women and the poor. But her legacy
will carry on in the work of Tenaganita
and many more. Farewell, my friend.
Rest in peace,” — Klang MP Charles
Santiago

U
She joined Tenaganita in 1993 as
her sister was setting up a migrant
and human trafficking desk.
She vowed that she could never
stop her work because there is so
much to be done.
Aegile’s wake was held on
Wednesday, March 10, from
10.00am to 8.00pm and on Thursday, Mar 11, from 10.00am to
8.00pm. Five people were allowed
at a time and attendees needed to
pre-register.
The funeral took place on Friday,
March 12, at the Church of Divine
Mercy in Shah Alam, Selangor.
The family also said that donations
can be given to survivors of trafficking in honour of Aegile. Please log
on to http://www.tenaganita.net for
details. — Malaysiakini

niversity of Nottingham Malaysia’s Bridget Welsh described
Fernandez as a warrior for justice, adding that her spirit would live on despite
her passing.
“For decades she fought for the
rights of migrants and Malaysians
selflessly and worked towards a more
tolerant, kind and inclusive world,” she
said.

S

ocial and political activist Ambiga
Sreenevasan also took to Twitter to
pay tribute to the Tenaganita co-founder, saying she spent her life “fighting
the good fight”.

“A

ll of us at the US Embassy of
Kuala Lumpur are saddened to
hear of the passing of Aegile Fernandez, Co-founder and Director of Tenaganita. Our deepest condolences to
Aegile’s family and her many friends
and admirers.
“Aegile was a leading voice in
championing the rights of marginal-

ised and vulnerable individuals. She
worked tirelessly to provide an avenue
for these voices to be heard globally.
“We are proud to call her an alumna
of our StateIVLP, as well as a nominee
for the International Women of Courage #IWOC award, which recognises
women around the world who have
shown courage and leadership in advocating for peace, human rights, and
women’s empowerment.”

“W

e have lost our precious Aegile Fernandez. Our loss is
now heaven’s gain.
“After Irene Fernandez passed away,
Aegile carried on her good works. I
was very moved by Irene’s funeral.
I remember seeing migrant workers
coming to her house to pay their last
respects. That is what counts at the end
of our lives — the impact and influence we leave behind.
“I became interested to know more
about Tenaganita. I first met Aegile
when I was ADUN Subang Jaya. Back
then, we did a lot of awareness programmes on fighting trafficking. I have
learned a lot about trafficking and migrant rights because of Aegile's labour.
Aegile taught me about the forms of
human trafficking — starvation, prostitution, forced labour and torture.

“Aegile was always only a phone
call away. When I had any questions
or cases, Aegile was always available
for a quick chat. We have lost another
fighter, a sister and a friend for the migrant community. She will be dearly
missed. Rest now dear Aegile. Thank
you for your years of labour. Great is
your reward in Heaven.” — Segambut
MP YB Hannah Yeoh

“A

PRRN would like to pay tribute to Aegile Fernandez, the
Co-Founder & Director of Tenaganita
who passed away, March 9. Aegile
was an avid advocate for migrants and
refugees. She dedicated much of her
life to fighting for the rights of the marginalised in Malaysia.

“W

e are deeply saddened by and
mourn the loss of one of Malaysia’s most influential rights activists, Aegile Fernandez. She dedicated
her life to the selfless and unrelenting
pursuit of justice and fairness for everyone, regardless of race, gender or
nationality. — Amnesty International
Malaysia

“F

arewell friend, Aegile Fernandez, Tenaganita activist and defender of migrants.” — Migrant Care
executive director Wahyu Susilo
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UN calls on Myanmar
military to show restraint
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YANGON: The UN Security
Council has strongly condemned
the violence against Myanmar’s
protesters and called on the
military to show the “utmost restraint.”
In a presidential statement
agreed by the 15-member council on March 10, they expressed
deep concern at restrictions on
medical personnel, civil society, labour union members, journalists and media workers and
called for the immediate release
of all those detained arbitrarily.
The council called for the military to exercise the “utmost restraint” and emphasised that it is
following the situation closely.
“The Security Council expresses its continued support for
the democratic transition in Myanmar, and stresses the need to
uphold democratic institutions
and processes, refrain from violence, fully respect human rights
and fundamental freedoms and
uphold the rule of law,” the statement said.
The Security Council showed
its strong support for regional
organizations, in particular ASEAN, and its readiness to assist
Myanmar in a positive, peaceful
and constructive manner.
It also reiterated its support for
Christine Schraner Burgener, the
UN special envoy on Myanmar,

and encouraged her to maintain
communication and efforts to engage intensively with all relevant
parties in Myanmar and to visit
the country as soon as possible.
Schraner Burgener had communication with the military’s
deputy commander-in-chief Soe
Win in February but was told
that the time was not right for a
visit.
The council failed to condemn
the coup and removed the draft

text “threatening possible measures under the UN Charter should
the situation deteriorate further”
due to opposition from China,
Russia, India and Vietnam.
Myanmar’s
military
has
stepped up its crackdown on
peaceful protesters with tear gas,
sound grenades, night raids and
arrests as a tactic to undermine
daily protests.
On March 10, security forces
fired tear gas and rubber bullets

KERALA: Catholic Church
leaders are up in arms against a
government ordinance in India’s
Kerala state, saying it infringes
on their constitutional right to
manage educational institutions.
“The new ordinance will adversely affect the functioning
of colleges we fund and manage
in the state,” said Archbishop
Andrews Thazath, chairman of
the public affairs commission
of the Eastern-rite Syro-Malabar
Church.
Church leaders, who studied
the law for three weeks after it
was promulgated on Feb 20, say
they plan to join other groups
to move court seeking the withdrawal of the law.
The law promulgated by the
communist-led government in
the southern state stipulates
that all self-financing colleges,
funded and managed by private
entities, should follow state
guidelines on the appointment of
teaching and non-teaching staff
and their service conditions.
Church leaders say it takes
away the right of self-financing
colleges to appoint staff and
decide independently the payments, transfer, leave, promotions and other service conditions of staff.

They want the government to
withdraw the law, saying it violates the constitutional rights of
religious and linguistic minorities to establish and manage educational institutions for the betterment of their communities.
The federal government’s national education policy gives
more freedom to private players in education but the Kerala
government is trying to stifle this
freedom, Archbishop Thazath
said on March 9.
The state has hundreds of private higher education institutions
run by religious groups besides
Christians. Church leaders plan
to join others to challenge the ordinance in Kerala High Court to
ensure their constitutional rights.
The notification makes it mandatory to strictly follow government guidelines for advertising
vacancies and appointing staff
based on merit through an established process.
All private colleges and institutions of higher education in
the state, both state-aided and
self-financed, need to be affiliated with a state-run university
for the state to recognize its students’ achievements.
The new law says staff service
conditions and entitlement also

Students and officials of Sahrdaya College, an engineering college run by the Archdiocese of Trichur in Kerala, pose
for a photograph (UCA News photo/www.sahrdaya.ac.in)

Residents look on as soldiers block a road after arriving to arrest railway workers involved in the civil disobedience
movement at Mahlwagone station in Yangon on March 10, 2021. (UCA News photo)

at hundreds of anti-coup protesters who were trapped in two
districts of Yangon, according to
media reports.
They also raided the quarters
of railway workers who were on
strike as part of a civil disobedience movement and attempted to
arrest them.
The movement has gained momentum across the country as
thousands of people from several
sectors, including healthcare and

education, have joined the campaign.
The US has imposed sanctions on two family members of
military chief Min Aung Hlaing
and six of their businesses. The
US, Britain and Canada have imposed sanctions on Myanmar’s
generals.
Amnesty International has
slammed Myanmar’s junta for
deliberately using lethal weapons against participants in peaceful protests.
“Many of the killings documented amount to extrajudicial
executions,” the rights group
said on March 11, citing analysis
of 50 videos.
It said footage clearly shows
that security forces are increasingly armed with weapons that
are only appropriate for the battlefield, not for policing actions.
The research revealed that
some of the military units Amnesty International had accused
of war crimes and crimes against
humanity were now being used
against the protesters.
More than 60 protesters have
been killed and some 2,000 people have been detained since the
Feb 1 coup, according to the Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners, a human rights organisation based in Mae Sot, Thailand. — ucanews.com

Church struggles against Indian state’s stifling
education order

need to follow a pattern established in the state. All disputes
should be settled by the decision of the state-run university
to which a private college is affiliated.
“This leaves little scope for
private management to take even
disciplinary action against a staff
member,” said Fr Charles Leo,
secretary of the education commission of Kerala Catholic Bishops’ Council.
“The government order has
blatantly violated minorities’
rights to establish and manage
an education institution.

“With the new law, it is almost
impossible to appoint even an
office assistant or take disciplinary action against a staff member without outside inference.
It will hinder the quality of our
institutions.”
Fr Alex Onampally, secretary
of the Syro-Malabar media commission, said that the ordinance,
if not withdrawn immediately,
“will further reduce the standard
of private education in the state.”
“Other states in the country
help private players with liberal
policies to promote investment
in the education sector, especial-

ly in higher education, to ease
the burden on the state,” he said.
“The state’s new law aims to
reduce private higher education
institutions to mere agencies to
facilitate the interests of staterun universities.
“If the state fails to repeal the
order, our students will have to
move to other states for quality
higher education, and they will
have to shell out more money.”
Archbishop Thazhath also
criticised the state government
for not consulting stakeholders
while formulating the order. —
ucanews.com
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Pope Francis to give Knock Shrine new
international status on St Joseph’s feast
ROME: Pope Francis will officially
designate Knock Shrine in Ireland
as an international Marian and Eucharistic shrine on the feast of St Joseph next week.
The Irish Catholic Bishops’ Conference announced March 11 that
the Pope will give Knock Shrine official recognition and send a video
message to the shrine on the night of
March 19.
“This feast of St Joseph is very
appropriate to establish Knock as
an international Marian and Eucharistic shrine,” Archbishop Michael
Neary of Tuam said as he welcomed
the announcement.
The Irish archbishop explained
that St Joseph appeared along with
the Virgin Mary in the apparition at
Knock in 1879.
On a very rainy August 21, 1879,
15 official witnesses saw an apparition of the Virgin Mary, St Joseph, St
John the Evangelist, angels, and Jesus Christ (as the Lamb of God) on
the south gable of the town church.
For a period of about two hours, a
crowd gathered to adore the apparition and to pray the rosary. Despite
the rain-storm, the ground around

the gable did not get wet.
Unlike in most other Marian apparitions, the Virgin Mary was silent
the entire time and did not offer any
sort of message or prophecy. Some
have theorised that she was silent
due to the cultural changes occurring in Ireland at the time -- the oldest of the 15 witnesses could only
speak the Irish language, and the
youngest, who was only six years
old at the time, was being taught
only English.
Vatican officials found the apparition at Knock to be “trustworthy
and satisfactory” after two separate
commissions, in 1879 and 1936.
Pope John Paul II visited Knock
in 1979, saying that he was coming
“as a pilgrim.” Mother Teresa spoke
at the Marian shrine in 1993 about
the sacredness of human life of the
unborn. And Pope Francis visited in
2018.
The video message from Pope
Francis will be played during Mass
at the shrine at 7.30pm local time
on March 19. The Mass will be offered by Archbishop Neary with Fr
Richard Gibbons, rector of Knock,
concelebrating.

The Apparition Chapel at Knock Shrine, Co Mayo, Ireland. (KnockShrine
via Wikimedia)

“I wish to express my profound
gratitude to the Apostolic Nuncio,
His Excellency Archbishop Jude
Thaddeus Okolo, the Primate of All
Ireland Archbishop Eamon Martin,
my brother Bishops, and the President of the Pontifical Council for
promoting the New Evangelization,
Archbishop Fisichella, all of whom
have been most helpful in securing
this recognition for Knock,” Neary
said.
This designation comes two years

after a miraculous healing involving Eucharistic adoration at Knock
Shrine in 1989 was officially recognized by the Vatican.
Marion Carroll, a woman who
had been bedridden for years with
multiple sclerosis, was healed during a blessing with a monstrance at
the shrine.
The shrine’s rector has highlighted that the apparition at Knock has a
Eucharistic message because a lamb
appeared on top of an altar and in

front of a cross.
“The message is Eucharistic ...
the Mass is so important. During
the penal times, the persecution of
Catholics in Ireland, there was a saying, in Irish. The saying was ‘For the
Irish, it is the Mass that matters.’ So
the Mass maintained the faith of the
people during very, very bad times,”
Gibbons told EWTN in 2020.
The apparition at Knock took
place amid a famine year in northwest Ireland.
Following the Great Famine of
1845-1849, a potato famine that
devastated Ireland and resulted in
the deaths of an estimated one million people, recurring famines struck
Ireland in the decades that followed,
particularly in the northwest.
The Knock Shrine was built on
the site of the 1879 apparition and
today is a pilgrimage site where
thousands came annually before the
coronavirus pandemic to find spiritual healing and peace.
On average, 4,000 confessions
took place each week at the shrine
before the pandemic, according to
the rector. — By Courtney Mares,
CNA

Pope Francis’ visit to Iraq – March 5-8, 2021

Historic prayer book saved from Islamic Pope Francis meets with
father whose children died
State returned to the Nineveh Plains
ROME: During his trip to Iraq,
Pope Francis returned a historic Aramaic prayer manuscript which was
restored after the Islamic State desecrated the Catholic church where it
was once held.
Dating back to sometime between the 14th and 15th century,
the book contains liturgical prayers
in Aramaic for the season of Easter
in the Syriac tradition.
The manuscript was formerly
kept in the Great Al-Tahira Immaculate Conception Church (pictured
right), in Bakhdida, also known
as Qaraqosh. The Syriac Catholic
church was plundered and set alight
when the Islamic State had control
of the town from 2014 to 2016.
Pope Francis visited the church
on March 7 and prayed the Angelus with the local Christians
from towns and villages across the
Nineveh Plains. The church was
completely restored by Aid to the
Church in Need.
While visiting the Immaculate Conception Church, the Pope
presented the manuscript to Syrian Catholic Archbishop Yohanna
Boutros Mouche of Mosul.
Like Bakhdida’s Immaculate
Conception Church itself, the manuscript recently underwent a thorough restoration process.
The book was discovered in
northern Iraq in January 2017 by
journalists — when Mosul was still
in the hands of Islamic State — and
sent to the local bishop, Archbishop

as refugees in shipwreck

Pope Francis returns a historic prayer manuscript to Immaculate
Conception Church in Bakhdida, Iraq, March 7, 2021. (Vatican Media)

Mouche, who entrusted it to a federation of Christian NGOs for safekeeping.
It had been hidden in the basement of the church together with
other important books, but ended
up in Erbil before being sent overseas for restoration.
The Central Institute for the
Conservation of Books (ICPAL)
in Rome oversaw the restoration of
the manuscript, which was funded
by the Italian Ministry of Cultural
Heritage.
The 10-month restoration process
involved consultation with experts
at the Vatican Library, which has
Syriac volumes dating back to the
same period. The only original ele-

ment of the book that was replaced
was the thread that binds it together.
Pope Francis was presented with
the restored liturgical text by a small
delegation in the library of the Apostolic Palace a few weeks before
his trip to Iraq.
The delegation included the
head of the restoration laboratory of ICPAL, Archbishop Luigi
Bressan, the retired archbishop of
Trento, and the leader of the Federation of Christian Organizations
in International Voluntary Service
(FOCSIV), the Italian federation
of 87 NGOs that helped to ensure
the book’s safety when it was found
in northern Iraq. — By Courtney
Mares, CNA

ROME: Pope Francis met Mar 7 with
a father who lost his wife and two children in a shipwreck involving Syrian
war refugees.
Abdullah Kurdi was one of the thousands of people in the crowd at the
pope’s stadium Mass in Erbil, Iraq, on
March 7.
The haunting photo of his son, Alan
Kurdi, made headlines around the
world in 2015. The photo showed the
tiny three-year-old lying face down on
a Turkish beach after he drowned trying
to cross the Aegean Sea.
Abdullah Kurdi was one of only
four people to survive after a dinghy
carrying 16 refugees making the perilous journey from Turkey to the Greek
Island of Kos capsized. His other son,
Ghalib, and his wife, Rehanna, also
died in the shipwreck.

During their encounter after the
Mass in Erbil, Pope Francis told the
father that the Lord participated in his
suffering, according to a statement
from the Holy See press office.
“The Pope spent a long time with
him and with the help of the interpreter
he was able to listen to the father’s pain
for the loss of his family and to express
his profound participation and that of
the Lord in the suffering of man,” it
said.
Kurdi, a Syrian of Kurdish ethnicity, now lives in Erbil, the capital of the
Kurdistan Region.
The Vatican said that the father
thanked the Pope for his words of
closeness to his tragedy and to that of
many migrants who risked their lives
to leave their country. — By Courtney
Mares, CNA

Pope Francis meets Abdullah Kurdi in Erbil, Iraq on March 7, 2021. (Vatican Media)
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Jews, Christians asked to learn
from their shared Scriptures

PHILADELPHIA: Founded in
1967, the Institute for Jewish-Catholic Relations (IJCR) is the oldest
university centre of its kind in the
United States, created in response to
the Second Vatican Council’s call for
increased interfaith dialogue.
Jews and Christians can learn from
each other’s shared Scriptures, according to two renowned academics.
Such dialogue, they said, can help
to move a divisive society “from polemic to possibility.”
“At a time of tremendous incivility
in the US, we felt it was really important to model how one could be
civil even in the most serious disagreements,” said Bible scholar Marc
Zvi Brettler of Duke University in
North Carolina during a recent webinar hosted by IJCR at Jesuit-run St
Joseph’s University in Philadelphia.
Founded in 1967, the IJCR is the
oldest university centre of its kind in
the United States, created in response
to the Second Vatican Council’s call
for increased interfaith dialogue.
Brettler joined fellow scholar
Amy-Jill Levine of Vanderbilt Di-

Founded in 1967, the IJCR is the oldest university center of its kind in the
United States, created in response to the Second Vatican Council’s call for
increased interfaith dialogue. (UCA News photo)

vinity School in Tennessee in discussing their book The Bible With
and Without Jesus: How Jews and
Christians Read the Same Stories
Differently, published last October.
The work builds on their previous collaboration as co-editors of the
widely acclaimed The Jewish Annotated New Testament, the revised
2017 edition of which both scholars
personally presented to Pope Francis
in 2019.
That publication, first released in
2011, sparked numerous “emails,

letters and calls from readers, from
Jews saying, ‘I never knew that
Christians thought that,’ and from
Christians saying, ‘I never knew
Jews thought that,”’ Levine said.
“We also found that our students
had very limited knowledge of each
other’s traditions.”
To bridge the gap, Levine and Brettler followed up with their current
book, examining key texts through
the lenses of historical context, Christian exegesis and diverse interpretations within Jewish thought.

Then, “in a position of fellowship
... peace and reconciliation,” said
Levine, the duo asked “what might
this text be saying to us today?”
As Scripture, the texts “continue
to have ongoing meaning,” she said.
“How do we have that meaning in a
conversation?”
Brettler stressed that “in terms of
fellowship, the most important word
in the title of the book is ‘and’ ... because this is a book about how we
can read the same (texts) in different
ways and still respect each other.”
What Christians refer to as the
Old Testament is known in Judaism
as the Tanakh, an acronym for the
Hebrew titles of that canon’s three
parts: Torah (“teaching” or “law”),
Nevi’im (“prophets”) and Ketuvim
(“writings”).
Christian Old Testaments themselves vary: Catholics and Eastern
Orthodox recognise seven deuterocanonical books, along with portions of the Books of Esther and
Daniel, that are not included in the
Protestant canon, with a few additional books rounding out the East-

ern Orthodox canon.
The very order of the books in a
given canon “makes a huge difference,” said Brettler. “It really does
matter in terms of what is stressed.”
For Jews, “the Tanakh is a separate, self-standing book, while for
Christians, the Old Testament is part
of a larger Bible,” a distinction to
which “we would like to attune our
readers,” he said.
Levine added that the liturgical
presentations of Jewish and Christian texts also shapes how they are
received and understood.
“In Judaism, you hear Torah read
from a scroll and chanted in Hebrew,” she said. “In church, (Scripture) is read from a book in the vernacular.”
Christians “may well see Jesus on
every page (of the Old Testament),
and that’s perfectly fine doctrinally,
while a Jew reading the Tanakh ...
is not going to see Jesus at all,” said
Levine. “And what we wanted to do
is explain that both traditions make
sense.” — By Gina Christian,
CNS

Pope Francis teaches us that change UNESCO working to rebuild
Iraq’s religious heritage in
must come from us
KABUL: The Holy Father’s visit
to Iraq, a land which has suffered
wars, persecution, terrorism and destruction, for a Baghdad professor
is a pure “act of love”. Anan Alkass
Yousif notes that it takes courage to
make a journey such as the one the
Holy Father made to “the land of
Abraham”. This courage, she says,
“gives us courage”, and renews in
us “the spirit of love of this country”.
The professor goes on to note that
“we keep saying we are the original
inhabitants of this country”, but it
is not enough. “We need to realise
how deeply rooted we truly are in
the country, always remembering
that the Holy Father is with us.”
Yousif continues, “We have al-

ways felt loved by him,” not only
in his prayers and thoughts, but now
through his actions too. She stresses
the instability of the situation in
Iraq, especially now due to the coronavirus. “He is a pastor” who came
to take care of his flock. It is just a
little flock in Iraq, says the professor, but he also “speaks to all Iraqis,
conveying a message of peace, of
justice and of equality”.
On a personal level, Yousif notes
that the Pope’s visit helped her realise how important it is for her “to
stay here in this land”. Her mission,
she says, as a professor, is to help
her students grow “in spirit and as
people ... to help them construct a
better society together”.
This is a message for all Iraqis,

spirit of fraternity

Anan Alkass Yousif

she adds: the Pope’s trip, despite
it’s difficulties, will not be in vain.
“It will make all the difference, because hearts will be converted and
minds will begin to rethink their
previous thoughts’. But, she concludes, “it must all start from us ...
Where there is no peace there is no
justice. The change must start from
us”. — Vatican News

UAE Minister of Culture and UNESCO
welcome Pope’s visit to Mosul
MOSUL: Following the Pope’s visit
to the site of Al Tahera Church in
Mosul, a United Arab Emirates Minister and the Director of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation signed a joint
statement upholding the Holy Father's message of peace and fraternity.
UAE Minister of Culture and
Youth, Noura Al Kaabi, and Audrey
Azoulay, Director-General of UNESCO, described the Pope’s visit to
Al Tahera Church, one of the sites
of the “Revive the Spirit of Mosul”
initiative, as sending a strong global
message, saying that “harmony and

Noura Al Kaabi (L) & Audrey Azoulay (R)

cohesion between the followers of
all religions is the only way for the
advancement and progress of humanity, and the most effective means
by which to address the increasing
challenges facing the world.”
In the statement they “stressed

the importance of the Pope’s visit to
the site of the project in spreading
the message of peace and fraternity
and highlighted the strength and resilience of humanity in countering
the divisive message spread by the
group responsible for destroying the
Al Nouri Mosque, the Al Saa’a and
Al Tahera Churches.”
They added that the Pope’s visit
to the project site was “a source of
inspiration to those engaged in the
rehabilitation efforts, and provides
strong impetus to efforts aimed at
establishing peace and harmony in
Iraq, the region and the world.” —
Vatican News

MOSUL: Amid the rubble of a
church destroyed by conflict and fanaticism, Pope Francis on Sunday,
March 7 led prayers for victims of
war and terrorism in Iraq’s battlescarred city of Mosul.
Mosul, in the north of the country,
is home to many Iraqi Christian communities who suffered at the hands
of so-called Islamic State fighters
from 2014 to 2017. Before that it was
ravaged by the war led by the US-led
coalition in 2003.
UNESCO Director in Iraq, Paolo
Fontani, heads efforts to implement
projects in the archeology and heritage sector, aiming to preserve ancient Iraqi history.
Among the UNESCO projects is
the “Initiative to Revive the Spirit of
Mosul,” the restoration of the Old
City of Basrah and of the Citadel of
Erbil.
Fontani explained UNESCO has
been in Mosul for two years and is
trying to rebuild after the destruction

wreaked by terrorism and war. He
said the Pope’s message of human
fraternity is a reality in Mosul, where
Christians and Muslims are working
together.
Fontani explained that in the work
UNESCO is doing in Iraq and in cities like Mosul there is a strong focus
on religious heritage, with many reconstructions projects dedicated to
churches, mosques and minarets.
As regards Mosul, he said, “These
are symbols of the city. For us it is
not just a matter of stones: it’s a matter of people, it’s a matter of identity,
and it’s a matter of culture.”
“What we want is to bring back,”
he added, “those crossroads of civilizations, cultures and religions” that
were part of Mosul’s identity for
many hundreds of years.
Fontani said Pope Francis’ visit
to Mosul also has symbolic value as
does the reconstruction efforts that
are ongoing in Mosul. — By Linda
Bordoni, Vatican News

The destroyed Cathedral in Mosul’s Old City. (Vatican Media)
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Pope Francis in Iraq
I

t was the riskiest trip of his pontificate, but the gamble more
than paid off. Pope Francis’ whirlwind three-day tour of Iraq
made history and will be remembered for years to come. He
is the first Roman Pontiff to set foot in the land of Abraham,
where he held an unprecedented meeting with the most revered
figure in Shia Islam and offered a message of hope to one of
the world’s oldest and most persecuted Christian communities.
Four years ago, as Islamic State (IS) swept through northern
Iraq, destroying churches and ordering Christians to convert,
a visit by the Pope to the country would have been unthinkable. In the middle of a global pandemic, which has restricted
international travel, and with recent terrorist attacks in Baghdad
causing security concerns, officials in the Vatican were advising
Francis to postpone the visit.
The unforgettable images seen by Iraqis of every ethnic group
and every faith alone made his visit worthwhile.
One of them came amid the rubble of Mosul, a city once
ruled by IS. Here, in the wounded heart of the country, Francis
talked about hope triumphing over hate. “Fraternity is more durable than fratricide,” he said.
Another was the sight of the 84-year-old Pope, who suffers
from painful sciatica and was limping more than usual, making his way down a narrow alleyway in Najaf to meet 90-yearold Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, Iraq’s most prominent Shia
marja, or religious authority, in his spartan residence. Here was
a Pope searching out a fellow leader, and brother.
The images point to the priorities for the Church in the Francis
era, while illustrating the two core elements of his pilgrimage.
The first is dialogue. Since taking office eight years ago, the
Pope has been building bridges with the Muslim world, visiting
several Muslim-majority countries and establishing friendships
and productive working relationships with religious and civil
leaders.
Dialogue is not just about discussions or well-meaning, yet
ineffectual, summits and joint statements. In the cauldron of
the Middle East, where beleaguered Christian minorities sometimes face extinction, restoring a relationship of mutual respect
with Islam is a matter of life and death.
The meeting that Francis held with Ayatollah al-Sistani was
so important because Sistani is the most influential figure in
post-invasion Iraq. Having forged a reputation as a fearless
peace-broker between Iraq’s many faiths, sects and tribes, his
interventions have changed the course of the country’s recent
history.
During his meeting with the Pope, it was significant that
Sistani stressed that Christians should “live like all Iraqis, in
peace and security, preserving their full constitutional rights”.
After meeting Sistani, the Pope then headed to Ur, the birthplace of Abraham, where he joined fellow religious leaders
to say that the “greatest blasphemy” is violence carried out in
the name of God. These events flow from the Second Vatican
Council, and show a Church willing to “cross over the road” to
encounter other faiths.
The second element of the visit was the Pope standing in solidarity with the Christian community in Iraq. This ancient community of believers, which dates back to the first century and
is mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles, is a martyred church.
Francis has always prioritised the small flocks on the margins. For him, the periphery is the centre. At St Joseph’s Cathedral, Baghdad, the Pope celebrated the first papal Mass in
the Chaldean Rite. He was greeted with ululating women and
tears of joy. Chaldean is a dialect of Aramaic, giving the liturgy
a spine-tingling closeness to early Christianity.
The following day, when he travelled to the Nineveh plains.
Francis’ message was consistent. The world is not changed
through worldly logic, or human power, but through the words
of Jesus, found in the beatitudes.
Finally, in Erbil, in front of a 10,000-strong crowd in the
Franso Hariri stadium, he was able to say: “Today, I can see
first hand that the Church in Iraq is alive.” — By Christopher
Lamb, The Tablet (www.thetablet.co.uk)
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What’s coming next
from ‘a man from a
far country?’
MUMBAI: Pope Francis completed
eight years in office on March 13 after
asking Catholics to look at the Church
differently.
Many of us still remember how depressed we all were during the last
days of the rule of Pope Benedict XVI.
Both he and his predecessor John Paul
II had fettered the Church, clamping
down harshly on freedom of expression and sabotaging several Vatican
Council initiatives.
At the same time, reports of the
sexual crimes of the clergy and their
bishops increasingly made us despair
of leadership in the Church.
Then Pope Francis came, “a man
from a far country,” and within six
months the mood of the whole Church
changed. He brought with him the
“joy of the Gospel,” even as the whole
world looked on and marvelled.
So, what has Francis achieved in
these last eight years? In a word, he
has fundamentally changed the way in
which we see the Church.
Other popes wrote about the “new
evangelisation” in an abstract and
boring way. Francis tells us that the
very the first words of the Gospel are
about the compassion and mercy of
God, not about dogmas, and rules.
Our response, he says, must be to
show compassion to all our brothers
and sisters, especially the poor, the
marginalised, refugees, the homeless
and the sick. And Francis practised
this, publicly, regularly, unapologetically.
Francis is more interested in how
we live the faith (orthopraxis) than
how we understand the faith (orthodoxy).
And his way of doing this is to encourage open discussion and debate
in the Church. It is impossible to describe how extraordinary this is.
During the pontificate of John Paul
II, bishops had been censured and
even replaced for voicing disagreement over issues of women priests,
celibacy, divorce and the Eucharist.
Theologians faced the same censure.
During this time, priests were promoted not for their pastoral skills but
for how loyal they were to Rome.
But not with Pope Francis. One no
longer hears of theologians being investigated and silenced. For his first
synod on the family, he took the unprecedented step of circulating a survey to find out what ordinary Catholics think.
The result: a freer exchange of
views, public disagreements and even
outright criticism of the pope. Unthinkable, earlier.
For the very first time in history, the
Pope has selected a “council of nine”
cardinals to advise him publicly on
how to run the Church. They meet frequently, and their membership keeps
changing. Will there be laypersons
and women on board soon? With Pope
Francis, one never knows.

Pope Francis celebrates Mass at the Franso Hariri Stadium in Arbil, capital of northern
Iraq’s Kurdish autonomous region, on March 7, 2021. (UCA News photo)

Environmental issues
The most significant action taken by
the pope is raising environmental issues to a central place. In his encyclical Laudato Si’, the Pope says that
“living our vocation to be protectors of
God’s creation is essential to a life of
virtue; it is not optional or secondary.”
In writing thus, the Pope has made
the Church an ally in the fight to save
the environment. Activists, earlier
sceptical of the Church and its teachings, now realize that religion is one of
the few things that can motivate people to save the planet. Laudato Si’ has
shown the way.

Interfaith conflict, not dialogue

How are ecumenism and interreligious
dialogue perceived in this 21st century
world? We seem to have moved from
a narrative of encounter to a narrative
of conflict.
Compared to the 1960s and ’70s,
Catholicism has to engage with more
assertive (both religiously and politically) faiths around the world. In many
parts of Africa and Asia, Christianity
is persecuted. In part, this is because
of its earlier association with colonialism, but more particularly because
of an aggressive and revivalist faith
(consider Islamism or Hindutva, for
example) which has global aspirations
and a selective memory of past injury.
Christians in the South, being largely poor, are easy prey, unlike their rich
coreligionists in the West.

Is Vatican II still relevant?

Perceptions about the relevance or
irrelevance of Vatican II vary from
place to place. In Latin America, for
instance, Vatican II is still highly regarded both in the Church and in
academic circles, while in the United
States opinion is more divided. Western Europe gave birth to the council,
while Eastern Europe is still a stranger
to its many initiatives.
And then we have many parts of
Asia and Africa where the council and
its decrees are still unknown and un-

read, where the local churches live by
John Paul II’s Catechism.
This makes us ask realistically:
Was Vatican II really the beginning
of dialogue with secular culture and
with other religions? Did Vatican II
embrace decolonisation or did it only
extend the life of colonial theology?
But that just shows how the global
conversation on the Council varies
and changes substantially around the
world.
Perhaps there’s reason to hope that
Vatican II can find new life in local
expressions of synodality, a process
much more participatory than mere
collegiality. For synodality involves
laypersons as much as it does clerics.
Alas, we are still dealing with the
relics of a worldview which sees the
pope as monarch, the sole representative under God for every detail of belief and practice, as an authority accountable to no one on earth.
Such a view owes nothing to the
New Testament and everything to
the Roman imperium, which deified
its rulers. The longing for power dies
hard, especially among churchmen.
Francis’ pontificate is different. He
has shown conclusively how the theology of Vatican II has been the key
to the transition from a Europeancentred Catholicism to a global one.
And through the practice of mercy, he
has radically changed the image of the
Church.
Amanda Gorman, the young American poet who spoke at US President
Joe Biden’s inauguration, said recently in a tweet: “Anyone who speaks the
truth and walks with hope is an obvious danger to the powers that be. I am
a threat — a threat to injustice, to inequality, to ignorance.”
At the end of eight years, perhaps we
can say the same of Pope Francis. —
By Fr Myron Pereira SJ, ucanews.
com
l Fr Myron Pereira SJ is a media
consultant based in Mumbai.
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Terrorism and death never
have the last word

ROME: During the Sunday Angelus
on March 7, the Pope prayed with
Christians at a church in Bakhdida,
also known as Qaraqosh, a town 20
miles southeast of Mosul which was
occupied by ISIS from 2014 to 2016.
“Our gathering here today shows
that terrorism and death never have
the last word. The last word belongs
to God and to his Son, the conqueror
of sin and death,” Pope Francis said
in the Syriac Catholic Immaculate
Conception Church.
“Even amid the ravages of terrorism and war, we can see, with the
eyes of faith, the triumph of life over
death.”
The Pope said he was moved by
the testimonies shared by Christians
from the region once devastated by
the Islamic State, particularly that of
Doha Sabah Abdallah.
“On the morning of August 6,
2014, the city of Bakhdida was
awakened by the din of the bombing. We all knew that ISIS was upon
us, and that three weeks earlier it
had invaded the towns and villages
of the Yazidis and treated them with
cruelty. So, we fled the city, leaving
our homes; after two or three days
we returned, supported by our strong
faith and in the conviction that, being
Christians, we are ready for martyrdom,” she said.
“That morning we were busy with
the usual things and the children were
playing in front of our houses, when

Pope Francis blesses a young boy in the Syriac Catholic Church of the
Immaculate Conception in Bakhdida, Iraq, on March 7, 2021. (Vatican Media)

an accident happened that forced us
to go out. I heard a mortar shell and
ran out of the house. The children’s
voices fell silent as the screams of
the adults increased. They informed
me of the death of my son and his
cousin, and of the young neighbour
who was preparing for marriage.”
The Iraqi woman added: “Our
strength undoubtedly comes from
our faith in the Resurrection, a
source of hope. My faith tells me that
my children are in the arms of Jesus
Christ our Lord. And we, the survivors, try to forgive the aggressors,
because our Master Jesus has forgiven his executioners. By imitating
Him in our sufferings, we testify that
love is stronger than everything.”
A local priest shared how God
protected him amid gunfire and a car

bomb in Mosul, which exploded a
few feet away.
Pope Francis said that Doha Sabah Abdallah’s words on forgiveness
touched him deeply.
“The road to a full recovery may
still be long, but I ask you, please,
not to grow discouraged. What is
needed is the ability to forgive, but
also the courage not to give up,”
Pope Francis said.
The church where the Pope met
the local Christians was recently
completely restored after it was
burned by the Islamic State. A new
Marian statue sculpted by a local
Christian artist was placed atop the
bell tower of the Immaculate Conception Church in January.
“Now is the time to rebuild and to
start afresh, relying on the grace of

God, who guides the destinies of all
individuals and peoples,” the Pope
said.
“You are not alone! The entire
Church is close to you, with prayers
and concrete charity.”
Before the Pope’s remarks, Syriac
Patriarch Ignatius Youssef III Younan of Antioch thanked Catholic
charitable organisations that worked
to rebuild destroyed churches and
homes in the region, enabling Christians to return. He mentioned Aid
to the Church in Need, L’Œuvre
d’Orient, the Knights of Columbus,
and the Hungarian government.
“The crowd that welcomed you,
as father and pastor, is a part of
those Christians who were uprooted
in 2014 from their homes in Qaraqosh, Bartella, Baashika, Karemless and other villages in the Nineveh Plains,” Younan said.
“Here in the Nineveh Plains, a
biblical land, in that month of August 2014, thousands of Christians,
with their bishops, priests and religious, were, because of their faith,
uprooted from their land and forced
to seek refuge in Kurdistan,” he
said.
He added: “We are proud that, despite the horrors of the persecution,
the faithful present here with their
refugee and distant families have
remained faithful to their unwavering love for the Gospel of peace and
justice, following the example of

their heroic ancestors.”
Pope Francis said that this was
the time “to restore not just buildings, but also the bonds of community.” The Pope prayed the Angelus
with the local Christians, and added
that he was grateful for the courage
of mothers and all women in Iraq,
praying that women in Iraq would
be respected, protected and provided with opportunities.
“As I arrived by helicopter, I saw
the statue of Mary on this Church of
the Immaculate Conception. To her
I entrusted the rebirth of this city.
Our Lady not only protects us from
on high, but comes down to us with
a Mother’s love,” the Pope said.
“Her image here has met with
mistreatment and disrespect, yet the
face of the Mother of God continues
to look upon us with love. For that is
what mothers do: they console, they
comfort and they give life.”
The Pope encouraged Iraqi Christians to “not lose hope,” urging
them to “never tire of asking the
saints for their intercession.”
“Let us pray tirelessly for the conversion of hearts and for the triumph
of a culture of life, reconciliation
and fraternal love between all men
and women, with respect for differences and diverse religious traditions, in the effort to build a future
of unity and cooperation between
all people of goodwill,” he said. —
By Courtney Mares, CNA

Pope Francis meets Iraqi Catholics in church where 48 died
in 2010 terrorist attack

ROME: Pope Francis met Iraqi
Catholic leaders in Baghdad on Friday, Mar 5, in a cathedral where 48
people were martyred during a 2010
terrorist attack.
The March 5 meeting with bishops, priests, religious, seminarians
and lay catechists took place inside
the Syriac Catholic Cathedral of Our
Lady of Salvation.
The Pope spoke to the Church
leaders on the first day of his historic
three-day trip to Iraq, praising them
for their faithful witness to Christ
amid years of adversity.
“May your witness, matured
through adversity and strengthened
by the blood of martyrs, be a shining
light in Iraq and beyond, in order to
proclaim the greatness of the Lord
and to make the spirit of this people
rejoice in God our Saviour,” he said.
Pope Francis was in Iraq March
5-8 on a trip intended to strengthen
the hope of the country’s persecuted
Christian minority and foster fraternity and interreligious dialogue.
In just over three days, Francis
travelled 900 miles within Iraq,
meeting with political leaders, prominent Muslim clerics and Christian
communities. He is the first pope in
history to visit the Middle Eastern
country.
After landing just before noon

local time, he met with Iraqi Prime
Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhimi at the
airport before visiting Iraqi President Barham Salih at the presidential
palace, where he addressed civil authorities.
In the afternoon, Francis met
around 100 local Catholic leaders,
including Syriac Catholic Patriarch Ignatius Joseph Younan and
Chaldean Catholic Patriarch Louis
Raphaël Sako, at the Syriac Catholic
Cathedral of Our Lady of Salvation.
The cathedral, also known as Sayidat al-Nejat, was the site of a 2010
suicide attack by the Al Qaeda-affiliated Islamic State in Iraq.
At an evening Mass on Oct 31,
2010, six terrorists entered and
seized the church, killing two priests
and taking more than 100 hostages.
During the four-hour attack, the militants massacred the Christians inside the church, firing guns, tossing
grenades and detonating explosives
strapped to their chests.
Fifty-two people died before Iraq’s
Counter-Terrorism Service stormed
the church with the support of US
forces.
The attack at the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Salvation remains one of
the single deadliest assaults against
Christians in Iraq since the start of
the war in 2003.

Already in 2010, four years before
the invasion of Iraq by the Islamic
State, almost half of the beleaguered
Christian population had already fled
the war’s sectarian violence and persecution.
The beatification causes of the 48
Catholics who died inside the Cathedral of Our Lady of Salvation in
2010 advanced from the diocesan
phase to the Vatican in October 2019.
When the cathedral was restored
after the attack, a red carpet was
placed down the center aisle in memory of the blood shed at the site.
In his speech in the cathedral on
March 5, Pope Francis recalled the
men and women who died in the attack over 10 years ago.
“We are gathered in this Cathedral
of Our Lady of Salvation, hallowed
by the blood of our brothers and sisters who here paid the ultimate price
of their fidelity to the Lord and his
Church,” he said.
“May the memory of their sacrifice inspire us to renew our own trust
in the power of the Cross and its saving message of forgiveness, reconciliation and rebirth.”
Remembering all victims of violence and persecution, regardless of
religion, he said that the deaths of the
48 Servants of God killed in 2010
were “a powerful reminder that incit-

Pope Francis at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Salvation in Baghdad, Iraq,
March 5, 2021. (Vatican Media)

ing war, hateful attitudes, violence or
the shedding of blood are incompatible with authentic religious teachings.”
“For Christians are called to bear
witness to the love of Christ in every
time and place,” he continued. “This
is the Gospel that must be proclaimed
and embodied in this beloved country as well.”
Pope Francis encouraged Iraqi
clerics, religious and lay leaders in
the “daunting pastoral challenges”
they faced daily.
“All of you share in the joys and
sufferings, the hopes and anxieties of

Christ’s faithful,” he said.
Despite the additional difficulties
caused by the pandemic, he said that
what “must never be locked down or
reduced, however, is our apostolic
zeal, drawn in your case from ancient
roots, from the unbroken presence of
the Church in these lands since earliest times.”
“Hardships are part of the daily
experience of the Iraqi faithful,” the
Pope acknowledged.
He then thanked the priests and
bishops for being close to their people and being peacemakers. — By
Hannah Brockhaus, CNA
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Opening our secrets
to the light

ou are as sick as your
sickest secret! That’s a
wise axiom. What’s sick
in us will remain sick unless we
open it up to others and to the
light of day. As long as it’s a secret, it’s a sickness. However,
perhaps the problem is not with
what we keep secret, but that we
keep it secret. Maybe the sickness is the secret rather than what
we deem to be sick.
We all have our struggles, and
we can thank God for that. The
image and likeness of God inside
us is not simply a beautiful icon
imprinted in our souls. It’s fire
— divine, insatiable, befuddling
fire. By our very nature, there are
complexities inside us that cannot make easy peace with the person we like to think we are. We
all have wild fantasies and dark
obsessions. Were our daydreams
ever made public, they would
reveal that we all nurse fantasies
of grandiosity, of hatred, of vindication, and that we all are periodically caught up in the grip
of various emotional and sexual
obsessions. There are things in
our daydreams about which we
would be ashamed to speak. We

all harbour fantasies that are wild,
earthy, grandiose, and egotistical.
So, we keep them secret and deal
with them either by pathologising
them (relegating them to a sickness) or by denying them.
We relegate our fantasies to a
sickness when we believe they
are something we alone suffer
from, something sick, shameful, and unique to us. They are
something we never want others
to know about us. As a result, our
fantasies and obsessions become
something to be ashamed of, a
dark secret, a sickness beneath
our normal self.
Another option is denial. We
can consciously deny that we
ever have these thoughts and
feelings. Denial saves us from
feeling shame, but we pay another price for this in the end.
Denying our thoughts and feeling is akin to living on the ground
floor of a house and taking any
garbage or anything else we do
not want to deal with and simply
tossing it down into the basement
and closing the door. Out of sight,
out of mind. For a while. Garbage
doesn’t cease to exist just because we have pushed it into the

Fr Ron Rolheiser
basement. Eventually it ferments
and sends its poisonous gases up
through the vents to contaminate
the air we are breathing.
However, and this is the point,
the complex yearnings, obsessions, and grandiosity inside our
soul are not a sickness, nor something that we need to deny. Our
soul, for all its wildness, is not
sick. The problem is that we lack
an understanding of the deeper
part of our soul, our shadow, and
believe there’s some sickness inside there – and it’s keeping this
a secret that’s the actual sickness.

What is our shadow? Popular
literature has given us a onesided notion of what makes for
our shadow. The popular notion is that our shadow is some
dark, fearful place we are afraid
to go, an inner desert we want at
all cost not to venture into, inner
demons that we want consciously
to avoid. While we might at times
feel those fears in the face of our
own shadow, our shadow is not a
dark thing at all. The opposite.
Here’s how our shadow forms.
When a baby is born, it is luminous, wonderfully open and
aware, looking around, simply
drinking in reality. However,
at this stage of life, a baby cannot think because it lacks an ego
and thus lacks self-awareness.
In order to form an ego and become self-aware, the baby has to
make a series of massive mental contractions, each of which
shuts it off from part of its own
luminosity. First, early on in life,
it distinguishes between what is
self and what is other; I am not
my mommy. Soon afterwards, it
distinguishes between living and
non-living; a puppy is alive, a
stone is not. Sometime after that,

it distinguishes between mind
and body; a body is a hard, solid
thing, thinking is different. Finally, and this is the critical piece
in the formation of our shadow,
at a point in its life, the baby will
make a distinction between what
it can consciously face inside of
itself and what is too overwhelming to consciously face. In doing
that, it forms its shadow by splitting off a huge part of its luminosity (the full image and likeness of God inside itself) from its
own conscious awareness. Notice that our shadow is made up
of our light, not our darkness. As
Marianne Williamson aptly puts
it (in a phrase Nelson Mandela
used in his inauguration address)
it is our light, not our darkness,
that frightens us. In a healthy
person, dark secrets generally
hide the things that emanate out
of the excessive light, divine energy, infinite longings, and godly
grandiosity inside of us. When
we bring these into the light, we
see that they are neither dark
nor sick. The sickness lies only
in not bringing them to light. —
By Fr Ron Rolheiser, all rights
reserved

C ommentary

Wisdom of the elderly can show us how to live after COVID-19

I

n the first wave of the COVID-19
pandemic, a significant number
of elderly people died in institutions
that should have protected these
vulnerable members of society. By
contrast, families protected their
elderly much more. But in all of it,
a new document asserts, the need
remains for a new vision for how
society views care for the elderly.
On Feb 9, the Pontifical Academy for Life, in collaboration with
the Dicastery for the Promotion
of Integral Human Development,
published the document Old Age
— Our Future. The elderly after the
pandemic.
The document spells out a vision
of an affluent society that doesn’t
exclude the elderly, but builds its
well being through intergenerational communication, so that the elderly can live their lives calmly and
satisfactorily. It is all about building tomorrow’s society both for the
elderly and for young people, who
are the future elderly.
This prophetic document urges a
conversion into a new era. It urges
us to reconsider the intrinsic value
of aging, the final destination of human life and the eternity of human
existence, in order to infuse the new
era with a renewed humanism.
Especially for Japan, the most
rapidly aging country in the world
due to declining birthrate, these
suggestions call for an anthropological conversion. They also appeal to
the traditional Japanese idealised

Etsuko Akiba

image of the human being, that is
the relational person, not the atomistic individual.
For centuries, harmony has been
considered one of the greatest of
virtues in Japan. We attach great
importance to harmony between
people and every living creature.
Filial piety to the elderly and the
weak has traditionally been expected.
There are proverbs like “Better
than a tortoise shell is the wisdom
of age (The wisdom that comes
from experience is precious)” and
“Assist the weak and resist the
strong,” etc.
However, after World War II, national policies, a legal system and
a compulsory education based on
atomistic individualism were introduced in Japan. Due to that, we
were able to escape from totalitarian nationalism, but that sudden
change also brought about a sort of
disunion between humans and nature, theory and practice, the youth

The document spells out a vision of an affluent society that doesn’t exclude the elderly, but builds its well-being
through intergenerational communication. (SCMP photo)

and the elderly, the winner and the
loser and so on.
In the artificial high-tech central
metropolitan area, covered with a
forest of skyscrapers, crowded with
single people living apart from their
families or at most by those living
in a nuclear family, the law of the
strongest prevails. Bullying, seclusion and suicide are not uncommon
in school life.
The concept of the relational person based on the personalist anthropology could mend the disunion
without eliminating alien elements
but rather integrating them in harmony.
Some depopulated and aging provincial cities, blessed with abundant
natural resources and rich with Japanese traditional religious culture,
have sought to create regional com-

munities of mutual aid, rejecting
the segregation of the generations.
For example, Toyama prefecture
is promoting the Compact City Project to foster intergenerational symbiosis in cooperation with our university and the landscape gardening
industry.
Toyama Day Care System, introduced by a retired nurse 30 years
ago, has grown into a national
project. Elderly persons and handicapped children live together in a
traditional big house designed for
a three-generation household, supported by family members and various care persons. In this remarkable
case, the condition of children with
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder improved.
The Japanese “greatest generation”, who lost state Shintoism

after World War II, had devoted
religious minds oriented toward
national common good. It is also
well known that a not-insignificant
number of intellectual elder persons
have been baptised in Japan.
It was not difficult for them to
translate their vision from the national common good to the universal and supreme common good.
If we could help the elderly adequately, the benefits would feed
back into the youth, because the
elderly could serve as the incarnation of unconditional love, especially for their grandchildren. — By
Etsuko Akiba, CNS
l Etsuko Akiba is a professor at
the University of Toyama in Japan
and is on the board of directors of
the Pontifical Academy for Life.
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Pope Francis’ visit to Iraq – March 5-8, 2021

P

Pope appeals for interreligious
harmony at birthplace of Abraham

ope Francis on Saturday,
March 6, appealed for harmony among the followers of
the world’s major monotheistic religions at an interreligious meeting in
the Plain of Ur, southern Iraq.
Speaking at the ancient site, believed to be the birthplace of Abraham, the Pope emphasised the
shared heritage of Christians, Muslims and Jews.
“From this place, where faith was
born, from the land of our father
Abraham, let us affirm that God is
merciful and that the greatest blasphemy is to profane his name by
hating our brothers and sisters,” he
said March 6.
“Hostility, extremism and violence are not born of a religious
heart: they are betrayals of religion.
We believers cannot be silent when
terrorism abuses religion; indeed,
we are called unambiguously to dispel all misunderstandings.”
The Bible names Abraham’s

Pope Francis attends an interreligious meeting in the Plain of Ur, Iraq, March 6, 2021. (Vatican Media)

birthplace as Ur Kaśdim (translated
as Ur of the Chaldeans), leading
scholars to identify the southern
Iraqi city as the location of his birth.
“This blessed place brings us
back to our origins, to the sources of
God’s work, to the birth of our religions. Here, where Abraham our father lived, we seem to have returned

home,” the Pope said, seated in a
white chair on a windswept stage.
“It was here that Abraham heard
God’s call; it was from here that
he set out on a journey that would
change history. We are the fruits of
that call and that journey. God asked
Abraham to raise his eyes to heaven
and to count its stars. In those stars,

he saw the promise of his descendants; he saw us.”
“Today we, Jews, Christians and
Muslims, together with our brothers
and sisters of other religions, honour our father Abraham by doing as
he did: we look up to heaven and we
journey on earth.”
Ur was once a thriving Sumerian

city-state in ancient Mesopotamia.
The partially restored Ziggurat of
Ur, visible during the Pope’s livestreamed address, testifies to its storied history. The temple was built
in the 21st century BC in honour of
the Sumerian moon god and its ruins were excavated from the 1920s
onwards.

Four share their testimonies Fraternity among descendents of Abraham

T

he interreligious meeting began
at 11.10am local time with an
opening song. Readings from the
Book of Genesis and the Koran
were then sung.
Four people offered their testimonies: two young people, a female
adherent of Mandaeism, a monotheistic Gnostic religion native to
southern Mesopotamia, and a Shiite
Muslim professor.
The two youths — Dawood Ara,
a Christian, and Hasan Salim, a
Muslim — work together part-time
at a clothing store in Basra to fund
their studies.

“Although Dawood and me are
not of the same religion, our story
shows that we can work together
and that we can be friends,” Salim
said.
Rafah Husein Baher, an Iraqi Sabean Mandean, told the story of her
co-religionist Najy, who lost his life
trying to save his Muslim neighbour’s family.
Ali Zghair Thajeel, a professor at
the University of Nassiriya, spoke
of his efforts to promote pilgrimages to Ur, a city “mentioned in the
Holy Bible, the Holy Koran and
most of the Divine books.”

Dawood Ara and Hasan Salim speaks at the interreligious meeting.

Only with others can the
wounds of the past be healed

R

eferring to the speeches that
preceded his, Pope Francis said:
“I was struck by the testimony of
Dawood and Hasan, a Christian and
a Muslim who, undaunted by the
differences between them, studied
and worked together. Together they
built the future and realised that they
are brothers.”
“In order to move forward, we too
need to achieve something good and
something concrete together. This is
the way, especially for young peo-

ple, who must not see their dreams
cut short by the conflicts of the past!”
The Pope continued: “Only with
others can the wounds of the past be
healed. Rafah told us of the heroic
example of Najy, from the Sabean
Mandean community, who lost his
life in an attempt to save the family of his Muslim neighbour. How
many people here, amid the silence
and indifference of the world, have
embarked upon journeys of fraternity!” — CNA

P

ope Francis then spoke, focusing on the importance of fraternity among “the descendants of
Abraham.”
He said: “May we — the descendants of Abraham and the
representatives of different religions — sense that, above all, we
have this role: to help our brothers
and sisters to raise their eyes and
prayers to heaven.”
He continued: “We raise our eyes
to heaven in order to raise ourselves
from the depths of our vanity; we
serve God in order to be set free
from enslavement to our egos, because God urges us to love. This is
true religiosity: to worship God and
to love our neighbour.”
In visiting Ur, Pope Francis fulfilled a dream of Pope John Paul II,
who hoped to mark the turn of the
millennium with a journey “in the
footsteps of Abraham.” But the Polish pope was unable to travel to Ur.
In his address, Francis highlighted examples of interreligious
cooperation amid the turbulence of
21st-century Iraq.
He said: “When terrorism invaded the north of this beloved country, it wantonly destroyed part of
its magnificent religious heritage,
including the churches, monasteries and places of worship of various
communities.”
“Yet, even at that dark time, some
stars kept shining. I think of the
young Muslim volunteers of Mosul, who helped to repair churches
and monasteries, building fraternal
friendships on the rubble of hatred,
and those Christians and Muslims
who today are restoring mosques
and churches together.”
The Pope described Abraham’s
life story as a “journey outwards.”
He said that all believers were required to take a similar path.
Quoting from his latest encycli-

Pope Francis speaks to Iraqi religious leaders.

cal, Fratelli Tutti, he said: “Still, the
temptation to withdraw from others
is never-ending, yet, at the same
time, we know that ‘the notion of
“every man for himself” would rapidly degenerate into a free-for-all
that would prove worse than any
pandemic.’”
“Amid the tempests we are currently experiencing, such isolation
will not save us. Nor will an arms
race or the erection of walls that
will only make us all the more distant and aggressive. Nor the idolatry of money, for it closes us in on
ourselves and creates chasms of inequality that engulf humanity. Nor
can we be saved by consumerism,
which numbs the mind and deadens
the heart.”
The Pope continued: “There will
be no peace unless peoples extend
a hand to other peoples. There will
be no peace as long as we see others as them and not us. There will
be no peace as long as our alliances
are against others, for alliances of
some against others only increase
divisions.”
“Peace does not demand winners
or losers but, rather, brothers and
sisters who, for all the misunderstandings and hurts of the past, are

journeying from conflict to unity.
Let us ask for this in praying for
the whole Middle East. Here I think
especially of neighbouring war-torn
Syria.”
Pope Francis said that people

who believe in God have “no
enemies to fight” apart from
the “enemy that stands at the
door of the heart and knocks
to enter.”

“That enemy is hatred,” he said.
He added: “It is up to us, today’s
humanity, especially those of us,
believers of all religions, to turn
instruments of hatred into instruments of peace. It is up to us to appeal firmly to the leaders of nations
to make the increasing proliferation
of arms give way to the distribution
of food for all.”
“It is up to us to silence mutual
accusations in order to make heard
the cry of the oppressed and discarded in our world: all too many
people lack food, medicine, education, rights and dignity.”
“It is up to us to shed light on
the shady manoeuvres that revolve
around money and to demand that
money not end up always and only
reinforcing the unbridled luxury of
a few.”
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Fraternal Conversation among
co-pilgrims
By Fr Victor Edwin SJ

Arun are both advocates and are
deeply committed to promoting
interfaith relations and the welfare of the poor and the marginalised, including Dalits, Tribals and
minorities. I, as a student and a
teacher of Christian-Muslim relations, accompanied them for the
programme.
The programme had three components. The first component,
which was conducted by myself,
focussed on interfaith relations,
with special emphasis on Christian-Muslim relations. This was a
conversation-based presentation.
The second component focussed
on the context in which we reflect on interfaith relations and
share with each other our views
and thoughts about the issue. The

context for us is a pluralistic India,
home to many religions, cultures
and ways of life, and the Constitution of India and issues such as
Constitutional values and human
rights.
The third component was about
listening to Muslims. We had in-

vited 10 Muslim brothers and
sisters from Rajouri. They are
members of an organisation called
Centre for Peace and Spirituality,
which is based in New Delhi. In
this session, they spoke about their
faith — Islam — and about how
the Holy Qur’an and the life of the

Prophet of Islam had helped them
to be better persons, better Muslims.
I do not want to give a report on
the programme here. What I would
like to do is to reflect on some of
my experiences during the programme.

ammu and Kashmir has a very
special place in my life as a
Jesuit, as a priest, and as a teacher
and student of Christian-Muslim
relations. Many years ago — in
1995 — I was sent to teach in a
Catholic-run school in Kashmir —
St Joseph’s School, in Baramulla.
At that time, I began to take an
interest in the issue of ChristianMuslim relations. I began to read
sources on Islam as well and also
to meet Muslims.
I had just completed my studies
in philosophy when I was sent to
teach in the school. Fresh from the

experience of having studied philosophy, I had been particularly
impressed by the writings of a few
philosophers. I learnt that I needed
to be a servant of the people. My
focus was to be not on dogmas but
on where people stand, their existing realities. I needed to recognise
the reality of the people among
whom I was sent — not with a
mind filled with doctrines and dogmas, but with genuine concern for
the people. I needed to know their
joys and their sorrows.
So, I went as a servant of the
Church to teach in the school in

Baramulla, Kashmir, to serve the
little children, the teaching community and the people of Baramulla. My first focus was to walk in
their shoes, as it were, to feel their
pain and their joy. I realised that in
their joys and their sorrows there
was a thirst for God, a deep desire
for God, a deep opening towards
God. I was amazed at this! To be
there was to ‘see God’ through the
eyes of my Muslim brothers and
sisters. That was a great gain for
me. And it compromised neither
my faith nor the existing realities. I
felt a deeper integration. It enabled

me to become more of a follower
of Jesus. Being with my Muslim
brothers and sisters helped me become a better Christian.
From my philosophical studies I
had learnt the need to be not just
an observer but also a participant. I
felt that as a servant of the Church,
serving the people in Baramulla,
I should be a participant in their
lives. As a participant in the lives
of the students and teachers in the
school, closely interacting with
them, I recognised them as beautiful mysteries of God, mysteries
to celebrate. That gave me another

insight — that I am a brother to
my Muslim brothers and sisters.
I belong to a vast family of God,
where all human beings, without
any distinctions, are brothers and
sisters.
So, some of the philosophers
I had earlier read, my reading of
the Bible and living with Muslim
brothers and sisters in Kashmir, including the children in the school,
gave me some very valuable insights, which are very precious for
me as a Jesuit, serving the mission
of God in the field of ChristianMuslim relations.

n my sharing with the participants in the programme at Jammu, I reflected on these experiences of mine, from the things I had
learnt from interacting with Muslim brothers and sisters. Then, we
talked about interfaith dialogue.
Often, people think that interfaith dialogue is something only
‘experts’ do or can do. I had to
challenge that notion. Interfaith
dialogue is simply the dialogue of
life. The respect and esteem that
we show to others is the starting
point for dialogue—respecting
them as fellow human beings,
respecting their religious convictions, respecting their ways of life,
respecting their thirst for peace
and justice, their thirst for harmony, their thirst for God in their life.
We began with that. We talked
about dialogue as conversation,
conversation between people holding significantly different views
on some things. I emphasised that
the differences are significant. I
also spoke about how we look at
others through our own lenses and
interpret them accordingly — and
so, we need to practice caution.
Another point that I emphasised
was that interfaith dialogue is not
polemics or debate or apologetics. I drew from examples from
the history of Christian-Muslim
relations to show how polemics

generate heat but not light, how
debates end without any mutual
learning, how apologetics is a oneway journey, where there is no copilgrim.
I also shared about how interfaith dialogue is a certain way of
thinking, seeing and reflecting on
reality. I reflected on how important it is for us to try to put ourselves in other people’s shoes, as
it were. I stressed that dialogue
needs open-mindedness to appreciate differences and plurality —
not simply tolerating differences,
which is not a virtue at all. Going
beyond mere tolerance, we need
to appreciate religious differences
and religious plurality.
I also emphasised that we must
shed exclusiveness and feelings
of superiority. Sometimes, we behave like triumphalists, as if we
have a monopoly over truth. We
need to shed that attitude.
God is a mystery. For Christians, Jesus is very important for
us in our hope for God-experience.
Similarly, other faith communities have their own understanding
of God-experience. We need to
see how we can mutually enrich
one another and continue to go
towards God, towards God as a
mystery. We cannot comprehend
God, but we can have experiences
of God. When people from differ-

T

he Islamic Studies Association (ISA) is an organisation
of Catholics in India who are
engaged in promoting interfaith
understanding and inter-community harmony between Christians
and Muslims. Recently, the Bishop of Jammu and Kashmir, Bishop
Ivan Pereira, invited the Islamic
Studies Association to conduct a
programme titled Interfaith Sharing, at Jammu. The programme
was held on February 27, 2021, at
the Ismailpur Pastoral Centre.
A three-member team from the
Islamic Studies Association, consisting of Sr Sneha, Fr Arun Mozhi
SJ and myself, went to Jammu for
the programme. Sr Sneha and Fr

An interfaith sharing between Christians and Muslims at Ismailpur Pastoral Centre, India on Feb 27, 2021.

Some reflections on the experience

J

What is Interfaith Dialogue?
I

ent religious backgrounds share
their experiences of God with one
another, they feel and experience
that God is at the heart of human
life. So, there is no exclusivism, no
supremacism, no triumphalism —
all of which should be shed.
I spoke about how the primary
purpose of interfaith dialogue is
to learn and experience mutual
enrichment. Here, I spoke about
the prejudice that many of us have
about others. I spoke about some
different types of ignorance that
lead to such prejudice, drawing
on my experience of teaching students in different places, in India
and elsewhere. I have personally
witnessed these types of ignorance
about other faiths and their followers.
One sort of ignorance is simple
ignorance. Some people have no
idea about people of other faiths.
They do not display any intentional prejudice. They are simple and
humble people, and they acknowledge their ignorance of people of
other faiths. They correct their
lack of knowledge on receiving
the correct information.
There is also blind ignorance of
other faiths and their adherents,
rooted in intellectual stubbornness. People who display this sort
of ignorance are not necessarily
malicious. They may simply dis-

play some close-minded conservatism. We need to relentlessly work
with such people, to help them see
the positive in others.
Then, there is also wilful ignorance of the religious ‘other’.
People with this sort of mentality
simply refuse to know. They just
avoid knowing. They deliberately
shun any good evidence that is
contrary to what they want to believe about the other. This ideological ignorance is a real challenge
to engage with.
I also shared how, by learning
about other religions and their
followers, we can grow in wisdom and faith. By opening up to
Muslims, a Christian can become
a better follower of Christ. In other
words, one can grow in one’s own
faith by interacting with people of
other faiths. I learnt, I explained,
that when I begin to interact closely and positively with people of
other faiths, when I begin to stand
with them in their desire for God,
I begin to review my own ways of
thinking about many things in the
light of my new learnings about
the other, and in that way, I can
become a better follower of Jesus. Our faith is not compromised
through this interaction. Rather,
it is deepened and becomes more
open. I said that we take roots and
we also take wings!

Sharing and Witnessing
We invited our Muslim friends for
lunch. The chairs were arranged in
such a way that Christians and Muslims sat together. We shared lovely
conversations over the meal.
After lunch, the next session began—the third component. I had requested our Muslim brothers to give
more of a faith-sharing—not about
the rules and regulations or theoretical part of their faith, but, rather,
more about how their life is shaped
by the Holy Qur’an and the life of the
Prophet of Islam. A young lady also
spoke, very well, with confidence, on
women in Islam. Senior members of
the Centre for Peace and Spirituality
beautifully shared about how they
had changed in their life journey, and
how the words of the Holy Qur’an
and the life of the Prophet had helped
them to live in peace. In this way, the
CPS members gave witness to their
faith.
When people from different faiths
give witness to their respective faiths
together, we can grow in our recognition of our common brotherhood and
sisterhood. This one-day programme
provided some precious opportunities for that. Personally, it was another transformative experience for me
of understanding God’s call for all of
us to know one another, appreciate
one another, and love one another,
for God loves each one of us.

Children
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Little Catholics’ Corner
When God made the world,
He wanted the people to be
His friends and always live
in happiness.
But instead of choosing
to love God completely, the
people sinned.
They were cut off from
the happiness of God
because they chose to love
themselves more than they
loved God.
But God still loved the
people so much that He
sent His Son, Jesus, to save the people from their sins.
Now we just need to choose to believe in Jesus, and to
love Him.
As today's Gospel reading says, "...so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him may have
eternal life."
How can we turn to Jesus so that we can be saved from
our sins?
Here are a few things that can help you a lot.
1. When you wake up in the morning, tell Jesus that you
are offering everything that happens today to Him.
2. Every day look at a crucifix (a cross with Jesus on it).
Think about how much Jesus loves us. How much do we
love Him back?
3.Each night before you go to sleep, think about your
day. Did you show your love for God today? If you did
something bad, be sorry and think about how you can do
better tomorrow.
Aunty Eliz

Directions: using the gameboard below, cross out every hidden message.
Then fill in the letters in the answer box at the bottom of the page.

The Deportation to Babyblon

Do you know what happened to the people of Jerusalem when
they sinned against God?
These pictures are in the wrong order. Put the numbers from
number 1 to 6 in the boxes to sort them out!

Answer: FORGIVE AS YOU WOULD BE FORGIVEN

Dear children,

Jesus died on the cross so that our sins
could be forgiven and we could go to Heaven.
When God’s people in the desert were bitten by snakes,
Moses held up something he made from bronze so that
the people could look at it and live.
What was it? Use the colour code to find out!

Answer: top: 6,3 middle 4,1

bottom 2,5
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Kuching Archdiocesan Youth Commission

We’re Going the
Distance

K

UCHING: There is an
African proverb we
see sometimes on our
social media which goes “If
you want to go fast, go alone.
If you want to go far, go together”. Those were the words
Fr Ramon Borja, SDB, shared
with the servant-leaders of our
parish youth ministries, youth
groups and young adult ministries in our archdiocese recently.
On the agenda were the projects or
programmes to be organised in the
year ahead by the Kuching Archdiocesan Youth Commission (KAYC).
Through these projects, KAYC seeks
to address several priority issues affecting our young people at the archdiocesan level. Priority issues such as
‘lack of desire to know or prioritise
God’ and ‘lack of sense of belonging
to the Catholic Church’ were identified
over the course of several synodal discussions held online via Zoom.
Due to restrictions and safety protocols brought about by the COVID-19
pandemic, more and more of our
young people have expressed growing feelings of isolation, loneliness
and emotional stress. After much discussion among the leaders, it became
clear that due to these circumstances
with unknown end date, a large majority of the programmes in 2021 would
have to continue to be online or virtual.

A

mong the projects planned
was #GodsWordMyWorld,
a virtual Bible-sharing challenge.
It was held in celebration of the
Sunday of the Word of God on
January 24. In this project KAYC
invited young people to organise
Bible Sharing Prayer Moments
either in person or online. Then
participants would share their
moments on social media and
nominate others to do the same.
It aims to promote more appreciation of the Word of God,
especially in the lives of young
people.

F

M

onday BLUES, another programme by KAYC, began on
February 1. Monday BLUES aims to
deepen the faith of our Catholic youth
through ‘watch parties’ with moments of prayer and sharing among
friends and family. Organised on a
monthly basis, every first Monday of
the month at 7.30pm, either online or
in person, Monday BLUES focuses
on a particular theme portrayed in a
video/movie. Then sharing reflections
follows. It ends with a prayer blessing for everyone. All, especially the
young, are invited to turn their ‘Monday Blues’ into BLUE Mondays. Just
Be there; Learn from one another,
especially about the Catholic faith;
Unite with God, with one another and
with your deeper self; get Enriched as
God’s beloved; and Share inspirations
to more and more persons.

or the season of Lent, SOS
(Christ’s Suffering is an Offering for our Salvation) was launched.
KAYC hopes that this project will be
a reminder to all that, in Jesus’ death,
God lovingly chose to Save Our
Ship and to Save Our Souls. Beginning on February 20, SOS featured
several videos inspired by the Five
Sorrowful Mysteries and the Seven
Last Words of Jesus, all of which
seek to help us all, especially our
young people, to appreciate more
and get into the spirit of the Lenten
season.
Inspired by the Come Alive Advent project of KAYC and by the
HOPE virtual Christmas concert of
KYCS (Kuching Young Christian
Students) both organised in 2020,
S.O.S. will also feature prayer moments, songs and sharing from
different young people and youth
ministers throughout the Kuching
Archdiocese.

T

here are other upcoming programmes lined up.
Some are to promote Church
celebrations and advocacies
like Care for Creation, Marian
devotion and vocation promotion.
KAYC intends to continue
doing their ongoing projects
such as Laksa for our Jiwa
and Come Alive. May more
and more Catholics, especially
the young, get enriched by all
these.
At a time as uncertain as the
one we live in, the servantleaders of KAYC are reminded
that (inspired by the song of
Jon Bon Jovi) ‘When we cannot do what we normally do,
we just do what we can’… and
that surely still means a lot.
With all these in mind, KAYC
invites all young people to join
us as we move forward into
2021… not worrying about going fast, but keeping our eyes
focused on Jesus as together
we go the distance… one step
at a time, one programme at a
time. — Kuching Archdiocesan Youth Commission

Youth
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Be teachable
teachers

JOHOR: The Malacca Johore Diocese
Young People Network (MJDYPN) organised an online youth Mass on February
22, the Feast of the Chair of St Peter. The
purpose of this Mass was to pray for SPM
and STPM students who would be sitting
for their exams and also for the youth who
are affected by the COVID 19 pandemic.
In addition, this Mass was held to gather
the youths and invite them to pray together during this difficult time.
As Johor is under the Movement Control Order (MCO) phase, MJDYPN took
the initiative to hold the Mass virtually
via Facebook, Youtube and Zoom. The
Mass was celebrated by Bishop Bernard
Paul and attracted about 52 participants
via Zoom.
During the Mass, Bishop Bernard
touched on the meaning of the Feast of
the Chair of St Peter. Today, this chair
has a new meaning, it is called ‘the teaching chair’, to spread the teachings to the

people, to lead and strengthen the Church.
It’s also called the ‘chair of leadership’,
just like Jesus was the CEO of the Church
same as St Peter and his other followers,
they are also considered as CEOs of the
Church, to lead like Jesus Christ, to be
good examples and happy people.
It is also called the ‘chair of shepherds’,
the shepherds who pasture and protect
the sheep. And finally, it’s also called the
‘chair of the key.’ Jesus gave Peter the key
of the kingdom, the key that appoints and
anoints, said Bishop Bernard.
He added that Peter was chosen because
he was the first witness as he met Jesus
the Truth. Peter was also open-hearted and
teachable and that’s why God chose him.
We learned from Peter, that it is not important to be knowledgeable but more important to know God. Learn to be teachable teachers as all of us are called to be
leaders.
After Mass, Bishop Bernard blessed

Sharings from our youth

“T

hough the Mass
was held online, it
encouraged the young
men and women out
there to gather after
not being able to have
our youth gatherings
due to the pandemic. It
has given me some inspiration and courage to not give up in all
things and keep praying because prayer is a
weapon for us to move on with our life. The
hope I find for myself and for all of us is
that Jesus always walks with us so that our
faith will not waver no matter where we
are. ” — Florencia of St Theresa, Masai

“I

am
very
happy
to
see many youths
gathering virtually to celebrate
the Mass. As
we know, many
of us are unable
to attend Mass physically due to
the COVID-19 pandemic and the
SOPs set by the government. So,
through this virtual Mass we can
get closer to God, especially during this Lenten season, even in
the current pandemic.” — Felicia
Alice of St Theresa, Masai
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Little Green
of Hope

Lenten Project (Forth week)
SIBU: This week’s theme for Lent is Pray under
the Little Green of Hope – Lenten Project of the
Sibu Diocesan Youth Apostolate (SiDYA).
Let’s take this time of ‘waiting’ to renew our
life through prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
Follow our instagram www.instagram.com/
sibudiocesanyouthapostolate/ for more updates.

Bishop Bernard Paul celebrates the Mass.

the youth and shared the statistics of the
young people in every parish in the diocese.
Finally, he thanked all those who attended the Mass and also those who helped
in making the Mass a success. — By
Aloysius Irenaeus
Don’t forget to follow Facebook and
Instagram MJDYPN: Malacca Johore

Diocese Young People Network.

“S

h a l o m
friends
of Christ. This
Mass was beneficial for me. Even
though I was not
able to participate physically
in this Mass and
to receive the body of Christ,
it gave me some personal space
with God, and I feel very grateful and thankful for the opportunity given.” — Darren from Skudai
Catholic Centre Parish

Weekday Challenge
 Go for a walk — appreciate nature
 Listen to Christian music, lift up

your worries to God

 Make yourself a drink and taste

your feelings

 Breaking the Break, receiving his

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

Body

Thursday

spending and set yourself free

Friday
Saturday

 Fast from food/social media/

 Learn a sign language of hope!
 Share your thoughts and feelings

with your covenant group member!

Sunday

Papal Mass in Erbil ‘nothing short of a miracle’

ERBIL, Iraq: When Vida Hanna was
told by the Archbishop Bashar Warda of the Chaldean Archeparchy of
Erbil that Pope Francis was coming
to Iraq, she thought to herself that it
was just another rumour.
Growing up in the Chaldean Catholic community in Erbil, Hanna, 27,
was a little girl when there were rumours that St John Paul II was planning to come to Iraq for the Jubilee
2000.
“But once I saw the official announcement from the Vatican, I
knew this time it was real,” she said
from her office at the Catholic University in Erbil.
Hanna, who graduated with a
Masters degree in peace and justice
studies at USD San Diego, is the
director of public and international
relations at the Catholic university,

and Archbishop Warda appointed
her as one of the coordinators of the
Mass Pope Francis would celebrate
March 7 at Erbil’s Franso Hariri Stadium.
“COVID has devastated the local economy, so organising an event
of this magnitude, even for the local Kurdish autonomous authorities, was financially impossible,”
Hanna said. But according to her,
the Knights of Columbus stepped in
on their own initiative. “With their
usual generosity and discretion, they
made this dream possible for the
whole community,” she added.
“Calling this event historical is
almost an understatement for all minorities, especially Christian, after
centuries of massacre, persecutions
and forced displacement.”
Once the funds were secured,

Hanna called for volunteers. They
got far more than they expected, because “all the Christian kids know
that this was a once in a life time opportunity.”
She then put the Catholic university IT managers to work on software
that would guarantee high standards
of identity recognition.
“This took quite an effort, because, as you can understand, the
security standards had to be very
high: we needed to double-check
documents, correct name spellings,
make sure they matched IDs, and so
forth,” she said.
The volunteers were trained at
the Catholic university, gathered
information from Christians in a
50-mile radius from Erbil, and set
up 30 computers at the campus.
“The sign-in for the 10,000 avail-

Pope Francis celebrates Mass in the Franso Hariri Stadium in Erbil, Iraq, March 7, 2021. (Vatican Media)

people. Besides the 250 young
volunteers, there were another 100
youth in the chorus that accompanied the Mass.
“All of the young local Christians
were in awe that this is happening
to them and their generation... and it
was so much needed! Only the Holy
Father could bring the sense of security, the inner peace, the hope for a
society that accepts religious diversity,” she said.
During the Mass,
Vida Hanna
local Muslim
Our young Christians:
able seats lasted two
authorities
weeks, while simulattended as
you can stay, you don’t
taneously, a group
well as mineed to leave, you can
of volunteers with
norities such
build a future here, in the
Church and govas the Yazidis.
land where we Christians
ernment experts
The celebrascouted the station included
have been for almost
dium, established
passages
in
two millennia.
perimeters, security
Aramaic, Kurdareas, and contingency
ish, Arabic, Engplans,” Hanna says.
lish, and Italian. “I did one of the
She said that with all these details readings in Kurdish… so I was a bit
taken care of, “the next challenge nervous,” Hanna said.
was transportation.” “Keep in mind,
“But the important thing is that
never before in Erbil, had 10,000 the Mass was not only the celebrapeople been simultaneously trans- tion of Jesus’ sacrifice, but also a
ported to a single place in an orderly strong message to our young Chrisfashion. But after our work we were tians: you can stay, you don’t need to
very confident that everything was leave, you can build a future here, in
in place and would work fine.”
the land where we Christians have
Hanna was especially happy that been for almost two millennia.” —
the Mass involved so many young By Alejandro Bermudez, CNA
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This is the pure Gospel’:
Pope moved by Iraqi Christians’ witness
IRAQ: Pope Francis said that the
sight of the destroyed churches and
ruins in Mosul and the Nineveh
Plains in northern Iraq left him
speechless.
“When I stopped in front of the
destroyed church, I had no words…
beyond belief,” Francis said Mar 8.
Speaking to journalists during an
in-flight press conference, the Pope
said that he had read about and seen
pictures of the destruction in northern Iraq, but what he saw in person
in Mosul and Qaraqosh was unimaginable.
The Pope’s March 5-8 trip to Iraq
brought him from Baghdad to the
birthplace of Abraham and finally
to the rubble-strewn city of Mosul,
where the Islamic State declared its

caliphate in 2014.
“But what touched me most was
the testimony of a mother in Qaraqosh,” Pope Francis said on his
flight back to Rome.
“She is a woman who lost her
son in the first Islamic State bombings, and she said a word: ‘forgiveness.’ I was moved.”
Pope Francis met Doha Sabah
Abdallah, the mother who lost her
son, in the Syriac Catholic Immaculate Conception Church in Bakhdida, also known as Qaraqosh. The
town was occupied by ISIS from
2014 to 2016.
Abdallah shared the story with
the Pope and those gathered in the
church of the bombing of the town
in August 2014 that killed her son,

his cousin, and a young neighbour.
“Our strength undoubtedly
comes from our faith in the Resurrection, a source of hope. My faith
tells me that my children are in the
arms of Jesus Christ our Lord. And
we, the survivors, try to forgive the
aggressor, because our Master Jesus has forgiven his executioners.
By imitating him in our sufferings,
we testify that love is stronger than
everything,” the Iraqi woman said.
Reflecting on this moment, Pope
Francis said: “I forgive. This is a
word we have lost. We know how
to insult. We know how to condemn … But to forgive, to forgive
one’s enemies — this is the pure
Gospel. This hit me in Qaraqosh.”
— CNA
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14th Anniversary
In Loving Memory of

22nd Anniversary
In Loving Memory of
John Toh Bah Bah

Josephine Agnes
Harding
(nee Nonis)
Departed:
18-03-2007
In our hearts you will always live
your Love, your Laughter,
And your Smile
are forever imprinted on our minds.
Fondly remembered by
husband John and all her family.
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord,
and may your perpetual light shine upon her.

Departed:
15 March 1999
22 years have gone by
in a blink of an eye.
We love and miss you.
Deeply missed and
fondly remembered by
family, loved ones
and friends.

In Ever Loving Memory of

JOSEPHINE NICHOLSON
(Called to the Lord: 18th March 2016)

Five years ago, a petal fell,
From our lives, from our hearts,
We are no longer whole,
But take comfort knowing you are,
You are safe, you are free.
Till we meet on that beautiful shore,
You are forever missed,
You are forever remembered,
You are forever loved.
Our mother, our angel, our everything.
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St Patrick

O

n March 17, Catholics celebrate St. Patrick,
the fifth century bishop and patron of Ireland, whose life of holiness set the example for
many of the Church's future saints.
St. Patrick is said to have been born around
389 AD in Britain. Captured by Irish raiders
when he was about 16, St. Patrick was taken as
a slave to Ireland where he lived for six years
as a shepherd before escaping and returning to
his home.
Leaving home, he studied the Christian faith
at monastic settlements in Italy and in what
is now modern-day France. He was ordained
a deacon by the Bishop of Auxerre, France,
around the year 418 AD and a bishop in 432
AD.
It was around this time that he was assigned
to minister to the small Christian communities
in Ireland which lacked a central authority and
were isolated from one another.
When St Patrick returned to Ireland, he was
able to use the knowledge of Irish culture that
he gained during his years of captivity. Using
the traditions and symbols of the Celtic people,
he explained Christianity in a way that made
sense to the Irish and was thus very successful
in converting the natives.
The shamrock, which St Patrick used to explain the Holy Trinity, is a symbol that has become synonymous with Irish Catholic culture.

Feastday: March 17
Patron Saint of:
Engineers, Ireland & Nigeria
Although St Patrick’s Day is widely known
and celebrated every March the world over,
various folklore and legend that surround the
saint can make it difficult to determine fact from
fiction.

St Cyril of Jerusalem

O

n March 18, the Roman Catholic Church
honours St Cyril of Jerusalem, a fourthcentury bishop and Doctor of the Church
whose writings are still regarded as masterful
expressions of Christian faith.
He is also remembered for his exhaustive
Biblical knowledge, and his endurance in the
face of misunderstanding and opposition. Eastern Catholics and Eastern Orthodox Christians,
who likewise celebrate him as a saint on March
18, also remember him on May 7 – the date of
a miraculous apparition said to have occurred
soon after his consecration as a bishop.
The crises that the Church faces today may
seem minor when compared with the threat
posed by the Arian heresy, which denied the
divinity of Christ and almost overcame Christianity in the fourth century. Cyril was caught
up in the controversy, accused of Arianism by
Saint Jerome, and ultimately vindicated both
by the men of his own time and by being declared a Doctor of the Church in 1822.
Raised in Jerusalem and well-educated, especially in the Scriptures, he was ordained a
priest by the bishop of Jerusalem and given the
task during Lent of catechising those preparing
for Baptism and catechising the newly baptised

during the Easter season. His Catecheses remain valuable as examples of the ritual and theology of the Church in the mid-fourth century.
There are conflicting reports about the circumstances of his becoming bishop of Jerusalem. It is certain that he was validly consecrated by bishops of the province. Since one
of them was an Arian, Acacius, it may have
been expected that his “cooperation” would
follow. Conflict soon rose between Cyril and
Acacius, bishop of the nearby see of Caesarea.
Cyril was summoned to a council, accused of
insubordination and of selling Church property
to relieve the poor. Probably, however, a theological difference was also involved. He was
condemned, and driven from Jerusalem, then
later vindicated, not without some association
with and help from Semi-Arians. Half his episcopate was spent in exile; his first experience
was repeated twice. He finally returned to find
Jerusalem torn with heresy, schism and strife,
and wracked with crime. Even Saint Gregory
of Nyssa, who was sent to help, left in despair.
They both went to the Council of Constantinople, where the amended form of the Nicene
Creed was promulgated in 381. Cyril accepted
the word consubstantial — that is, Christ is

St Joseph

S

t Joseph is honoured with feast days
throughout the Liturgical Year. This
feast encourages us to look at Joseph’s role
as husband and head of the Holy Family.
Most of what we know about the life of
St. Joseph comes to us from Scripture and
from legends that have sprung up regarding his life. Though Joseph is only mentioned by two of the evangelists, he is paid
the compliment of being a “just” man. This
is a way of saying that Joseph was such a
good and holy man that he shares in God’s
own holiness. In addition, Joseph gives us
an example of how to be a just spouse and
how to have holy relationships.
Joseph’s example as a husband can be
best seen in how he respected Mary. He
realised that God had a special plan for his
wife and for his son, and did everything in
his power to help this plan become reality. When Joseph was given the chance to

Saints

of the

Week & Short Readings

Legends falsely cite him as the man who
drove away snakes during his ministry despite
the climate and location of Ireland, which have
never allowed snakes to inhabit the area.
St Patrick is most revered not for what he
drove away from Ireland, but for what he
brought, and the foundation he built for the generations of Christians who followed him.
Although not the first missionary to the country, he is widely regarded as the most successful. His life of sacrifice, prayer and fasting laid
the foundation for the many saints that the small
island was home to following his missionary
work.
To this day, he continues to be revered as one
of the most beloved saints of Ireland.
In March of 2011, the Irish bishops’ conference marked their patron's feast by remembering him as “pioneer in an inhospitable climate.”
As the Church in Ireland faces her own recent
difficulties following clerical sex abuse scandals, comfort can be found in the plight of St
Patrick, the bishops said.
They quoted The Confession of St Patrick,
which reads: “May it never befall me to be separated by my God from his people whom he has
won in this most remote land. I pray God that he
gives me perseverance, and that he will deign
that I should be a faithful witness for his sake,
right up to the time of my passing.” — CNA
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Daily Short
Reading
Sunday, March 14
(Nehemiah 8:9,10)

This day is sacred to the Lord your
God. Do not be mournful, do not
weep. For this day is sacred to our
Lord. Do not be sad: the joy of the
Lord is your stronghold.
Monday, March 15
(Exodus 19:4-6)
What I learned without self-You
yourselves have seen what I did
with the Egyptians, how I carried
you on eagle’s wings and brought
you to myself. From this you know
that now, if you obey my voice and
hold fast to my covenant, you of all
the nations shall be my very own
for all the earth is mine. I will count
you a kingdom of priests, a consecrated nation.
Tuesday, March 16
(Joel 2:12-13)
Come back to me with all your
heart, fasting, weeping, mourning. Let your hearts be broken,
not your garments torn, turn to the
Lord your God again, for he is all
tenderness and compassion, slow
to anger, rich in graciousness, and
ready to relent.
Wednesday, March 17
(Deuteronomy 7:6,8-9)
It is you that the Lord our God has
chosen to be his very own people
out of all the peoples on the earth.
It was for love of you and to keep
the oath he swore to your fathers
that the Lord brought you out with
his mighty hand and redeemed you
from the house of slavery, from the
power of Pharaoh king of Egypt.
Know then that the Lord your God
is God indeed, the faithful God who
is true to his covenant and his graciousness for a thousand generations towards those who love him
and keep his commandments.

of the same substance or nature as the Father.
Some said it was an act of repentance, but the
bishops of the Council praised him as a champion of orthodoxy against the Arians. Though
not friendly with the greatest defender of orthodoxy against the Arians, Cyril may be counted
among those whom Athanasius called “brothers, who mean what we mean, and differ only
about the word consubstantial.” — Franciscan
Media/CNA
Feastday: March 19
Patron Saint of:
Belgium
Canada
Carpenters
China
Fathers
Happy death

Peru
Russia
Social Justice
Travellers
Universal Church
Vietnam
Workers

give up his vocation to the married life by
divorcing Mary or leaving her, he resisted
the temptation and stayed by her side providing support and love.
The feast of St Joseph Husband of Mary
has been celebrated throughout the Church
since the tenth century, and St Joseph has
been honoured as the Patron of the Universal Church since 1870. St Joseph is
the patron of workers, carpenters, Austria,
Belgium, Bohemia, Canada, Mexico, Peru,
and southern Vietnam. — CNA

Thursday, March 18
(1 Kings 8:51-53)
Lord, we are your people and your
heritage. Be always watchful for
the entreaty of your servant and of
your people Israel, and listen to us
whenever we call to you. For it was
you who set us apart from all the
peoples of the earth to be your own
heritage.
Friday, March 19
(Isaiah 53: 11b-12)
By his sufferings shall my servant
justify many, taking their faults on
himself. Hence, I will grant whole
hordes for his tribute, he shall divide the spoil with the mighty, for
surrendering himself to death, and
letting himself be taken for a sinner, while he was bearing the faults
of many and praying all the time for
sinners.
Saturday, March 20
(Isaiah 1:16-18)
Wash, make yourselves clean,
take your wrongdoing out of my
sight. Cease to do evil. Learn to do
good, search for justice, help the
oppressed, be just to the orphan,
plead for the widow. Come now,
let us talk this over, says the Lord:
though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be white as snow;
though they are red as crimson,
they shall be like wool.

Enagelisation: Sacrament of Reconciliation
Let us pray that we may experience the sacrament of
reconciliation with renewed depth, to taste
the infinite mercy of God.
Download the Click To Pray updates now.
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Pope Francis’ visit to Iraq – March 5-8, 2021

Prayer of the Children of Abraham
UR: At the end of the interreligious
meeting on March 6, those present
recited a “Prayer of the Children of
Abraham.”

It read: “Almighty God, our Creator, you love our human family and
every work of your hands: As children of Abraham, Jews, Christians

Pope Francis is seen behind flowers at an interfaith service at the House of
Abraham in the ancient city of Ur. (Vatican Media)

and Muslims, together with other
believers and all persons of good
will, we thank you for having given
us Abraham, a distinguished son of
this noble and beloved country, to be
our common father in faith.”
“We thank you for his example
as a man of faith, who obeyed you
completely, left behind his family, his
tribe and his native land, and set out
for a land that he knew not. We thank
you too, for the example of courage,
resilience, strength of spirit, generosity and hospitality set for us by our
common father in faith.”
“We thank you in a special way for
his heroic faith, shown by his readiness even to sacrifice his son in obedience to your command. We know
that this was an extreme test, yet one
from which he emerged victorious,
since he trusted unreservedly in you,

who are merciful and always offer
the possibility of beginning anew.”
“We thank you because, in blessing our father Abraham, you made
him a blessing for all peoples. We
ask you, the God of our father Abraham and our God, to grant us a
strong faith, a faith that abounds in
good works, a faith that opens our
hearts to you and to all our brothers
and sisters; and a boundless hope
capable of discerning in every situation your fidelity to your promises.”
“Make each of us a witness of
your loving care for all, particularly
refugees and the displaced, widows
and orphans, the poor and the infirm. Open our hearts to mutual forgiveness and in this way make us instruments of reconciliation, builders
of a more just and fraternal society.”
“Welcome into your abode of

peace and light all those who have
died, particularly the victims of violence and war. Assist the authorities
in the effort to seek and find the victims of kidnapping and in a special
way to protect women and children.”
“Help us to care for the earth, our
common home, which in your goodness and generosity you have given
to all of us. Guide our hands in the
work of rebuilding this country, and
grant us the strength needed to help
those forced to leave behind their
homes and lands, enabling them to
return in security and dignity, and
to embark upon a new, serene and
prosperous life. Amen.”
After a final song and group photo
with religious leaders, the Pope returned to Nassiriya Airport for a
flight back to Baghdad, which landed at 1.20pm local time. — CNA

The name of God cannot be used Pope blesses Marian statue
desecrated by Islamic State
to justify acts of murder

ROME: In his first speech in Iraq,
Pope Francis called for an end to
violence and extremism so that ordinary Iraqis can live, work and pray
in peace.
Speaking to Iraqi government authorities from the hall of the Presidential Palace in Baghdad, the Pope
said that “religion, by its very nature,
must be at the service of peace and
fraternity.”
“The name of God cannot be used
to justify acts of murder, exile, terrorism and oppression,” Pope Francis
said in Baghdad on March 5.
“On the contrary, God, who created human beings equal in dignity
and rights, calls us to spread the values of love, goodwill and concord.”
Pope Francis told the President
of Iraq, Barham Ahmed Salih Qassim, and other local politicians and
diplomats, that the Catholic Church
in Iraq desires to be “a friend to all
and, through interreligious dialogue,
to cooperate constructively with
other religions in serving the cause
of peace.”
“I come as a penitent, asking forgiveness of Heaven and my brothers
and sisters for so much destruction
and cruelty,” the Pope said.
“I come as a pilgrim of peace in the
name of Christ, the Prince of Peace.
How much we have prayed in these
years for peace in Iraq. St John Paul
II spared no initiatives and, above
all, offered his prayers and sufferings
for this intention.”
The Pope called for an end to
“partisan interests” and “those
outside interests uninterested in

Pope Francis addresses local authorities at the Presidential Palace in
Baghdad. (Vatican Media)

the local population.”
“Give a voice to the builders and
to the artisans of peace. The voice of
the humble, the poor, the ordinary
men and women who want to live,
work and pray in peace.”
“May there be an end to acts of violence and extremism, factions and
intolerance,” Pope Francis said.
Security continues to be a major
challenge facing Iraq, where the
Islamic State continues to operate
— albeit without any territory. Iranbacked militias also contribute to the
current unstable security situation.
The Islamic State claimed twin
suicide bombings in Baghdad in
January that killed 32 people. There
are some 10,000 Islamic State fighters in the world, mostly in Iraq, UN
counter-terrorism chief Vladimir Voronkov said in February.
The Pope’s meetings with Iraqi
authorities come at a time when the
country is also facing severe politi-

cal and socioeconomic challenges,
including a protest movement calling for an end to government corruption, high levels of unemployment,
and the sectarian divisions within the
political system established after the
US – led invasion of Iraq in 2003.
Pope Francis declared, in his
speech to Iraqi government leaders,
that it is “necessary, but not sufficient, to combat the scourge of corruption, misuse of power and disregard for law.”
“At the same time, it is necessary
to build justice, increase honesty and
transparency, and strengthen the institutions responsible for this,” the
Pope said.
“In this way, stability within society grows and a healthy politics arises, able to offer to all, especially the
young of whom there are so many
in this country, sure hope for a better future.” — By Courtney Mares,
CNA

ERBIL, Iraq: A statue of the Virgin Mary that had been desecrated
by the Islamic State was present
at Pope Francis’ Mass in Erbil on
Sunday, March 7.
The statue had been decapitated,
and its hands cut off, in Karemlesh,
a largely Christian town 18 miles
east of Mosul, during the Islamic
State’s occupation of the villages
in the Nineveh Plains from 2014
to 2017. It belonged to St Adday
church.
The statue has now been partially restored. The original head was
found in the rubble when the statue
was recovered.
The head has been placed back
onto the statue in a manner that
still shows the damage from where
it had been decapitated.
Speaking to ACI Prensa, Fr Thabet Habeb, the pastor of St Adday,
recalled that when he first saw the
image of the beheaded Virgin he

experienced “a very sad feeling,
because I saw my church like this,
along with everything else. We
prayed before this Virgin for many
years and it was destroyed. It was
something very important for the
parish, for our church.”
Fr Habeb said the statue “will
return to Karemlesh and will be in
our church upon our return.”
The priest hopes that a fruit of
the Holy Father’s visit to Iraq will
be that the government and the
world would look at “this martyr
Church, which must be aided so it
can continue to bring the Gospel.”
The Islamic State swept through
large swathes of Syria and Iraq in
2014, giving families of Christians
and other religious and ethnic minorities an ultimatum – convert to
Islam, die, or leave.
In 2017 the Nineveh Plain the
area was liberated from the rule of
the Islamic State. — CNA

Pope Francis incenses a once-desecrated statue of the Virgin Mary from
Karemlesh during his Mass in Erbil, Iraq, March 7, 2021. (Vatican Media)

