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support the formation of a participatory Church an 
encourage the laity and religious to make moral 
decision in the marketplace.
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Then I looked, and I heard around the throne 

and the living creatures and the elders the voice of 
many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and 
thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice,

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 

might and honor and glory and blessing!”.
Rev 5:11-12

VATICAN: Women religious superiors 
from around the world are expected to 
share their “synodal experience” during 
their 22nd plenary assembly in Rome from 
May 2 to 6.

The meeting of the International Union 
of Superiors General (UISG), which will 
bring together about 700 religious of 71 dif-
ferent nationalities, including 521 superior 
generals, will discuss the theme: Embrac-
ing Vulnerability in the Synodal Journey.

“There are many ways to make synodal-
ity visible,” said Sr Jolanta Kafka, UISG 
president.

“Our assembly, with its contents and 
methods, is an experience of synodality of 

female religious life and we truly hope to 
experience a privileged space of listening 
and research, accompanied by the Holy 
Spirit,” said the nun.

She said the gathering will discuss “how 
we are contributing to the synodal process 
of the Church, how we can encourage deep 
listening in a synodal style, and how to en-
ter into a dynamic of common discernment 
as a Church by recognising vulnerability as 
a typically human feature.”

Speakers are expected to lead reflections 
on the focus theme of synodality from five 
perspectives: vulnerability, synodal pro-
cess, religious life and synodality, periph-
eries, and calls to transformation.

The UISG was founded in 1965 as a 
global forum for superiors general of in-
stitutions of Catholic women religious. Its 
members include some 1,900 superiors, 
whose general houses are distributed in 97 
countries around the globe: 25 European 
countries, 16 Asian countries, 30 American 
countries, 22 countries in Africa, and four 
countries in Oceania.

At the Plenary, the most represented con-
tinent will be Europe. The most represented 
countries from their respective continents 
will be the Democratic Republic of Congo; 
India; the United States; and in Central 
and South America, Mexico and Brazil. —                 
LiCAS/Vatican News

Women religious to share synodal 
experience at global meeting

We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
as we gather together  in Your name.

With You alone to guide us, 
make Yourself at home in our hearts;

Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it.
We are weak and sinful;  do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor 

partiality influence our actions.
Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey 

together to eternal life and not stray 
from the way of truth  and what is right.

All this we ask of You, 
who are at work in every place and time,

in the communion of the Father and the Son, 
forever and ever. Amen.

For a synodal Church
communion,  

participation, mission

Prayer for the Synod
Adsumus Sancte Spiritus

DRESDEN, Germany: Dealing 
with dementia should be an 
integral part of the training 

and further education of pastoral min-
isters, said Bishop Franz-Josef Bode, 
deputy president of the German Bish-
ops’ Conference.

More and more people suffering from dementia 
need support, just as much as their relatives, Bish-
op Bode said on April 28, in a podcast of the Cath-
olic Academy of the Diocese of Dresden-Meissen. 
The German Catholic News Agency KNA reported 
he said every pastoral minister should have a basic 
knowledge of how to deal with dementia.

Dementia is a generic term for the impaired 
ability to remember, think or make decisions that 
interferes with doing everyday activities. It is not 
a disease itself, but is often caused by diseases 
such as Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s. It is one of 
the most frequently mentioned fears that people 
cite with regard to old age.

KNA reported that on April 30, Bishop Bode 
was scheduled to participate in the start of the 
Church’s “Week for Life” campaign in the eastern 
city of Leipzig. The joint campaign this year fo-
cuses on people with dementia.

Bishop Bode said pastoral ministers had to ask 
themselves whether they were sufficiently aware 
of people with dementia and their relatives. In ad-
dition, integrating people with dementia into the 
general life of the church was a new challenge.

The bishop said that in the pastoral care of rela-
tives, it also was important to make clear that the 
“form of relationship is different, but that does not 
mean that there is no relationship anymore.” He 
said it was important to encourage relatives to be 
patient and to convey that “this is still the person 
that you love, even if they have changed.”

The bishop added that dealing with dementia 
sufferers was particularly challenging because a 
healthy person gradually “becomes quite differ-
ent.” It was “a kind of litmus test whether we also 
stand by the fact that life to the end is wanted by 
God and retains its dignity.” — CNS

Pastoral ministers 
must get training 

about dementia

Unsplash/Steven HWG
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Simon Peter says to his companions, come 
let us go fishing. This was no leisure out-

ing. Peter was going back to what he used to 
do before he first encountered Jesus. So now, 
even though he had experienced the risen 
Lord at the Upper room in Jerusalem, but now 
back in Galilee on home ground, he was still 
struggling. He had failed the Lord miserably 
when he denied Him three times and not one 
meeting with the stupendous and miraculous 
appearance of Christ was going to heal him. 

I suppose the first lesson of today’s read-
ings is that when we are an emotional wreck, 
healing takes time, especially when we fail at 
the expectations of others, and even ourselves. 
Death of loved ones, divorce, broken friend-
ships, sexual or verbal abuse can trigger fits of 
rage or, like Peter, withdrawing into our ‘com-
fort zone’, stroking our bruised ego. 

Why did Peter end up in this state? Jesus 
had said, “You cannot follow Me now” (John 
13:36). Peter said, “Even if I have to die with 
You, I will not deny You!” (Matt. 26:35).  

Why did Peter fail?
a. He had too much self confidence
b. He contradicted Jesus
c. He compared self to others: ‘Though all 

may have their faith shaken, mine will never 
be shaken’ Mt 26:33.

d. He didn’t know his weaknesses.
Thus, Peter failed Jesus by:
FIRST - Denial. “This man was also with 

Him” (Luke 22:56). “Woman, I do not know 
Him” (Luke 22:57).

SECOND - Renounce. “You also are with 
Him . . . Peter said, ‘Man, I am not’” (Luke 
22:58).

THIRD - Curse. “Surely you also are one 

of them for your speech betrays you. At that 
Peter began cursing and swore, ‘I do not even 
know the man!’ Mt 26:73-74.

Peter was broken emotionally. “While he 
was still speaking, the rooster crowed. Then 
the Lord turned and looked at Peter . . . (he) 
remembered the words of the Lord and Peter 
went out and wept bitterly” (Luke 22:60-62). 
He felt guilty, ashamed, embarrassed and lost 
hope. 
What does Jesus do for the one needing 
healing?
1. Jesus doesn’t abandon us. The Lord came 
to Peter and others who failed at fishing. 
“They caught nothing” (John 21:2).

a. Is your failure a result of your sin?
b. Does God point out our failures to 
“touch” our sins? “Did you catch any-
thing?” (John 21:5).

2. Jesus pursues us. God is the Father who 
yearns for the prodigal. Jesus invites Peter 
and the other disciples for breakfast with Him. 
3. Jesus doesn’t drag up the past. God is in the 
healing business, not the humiliation business. 
He’s known by grace not by condemnation. 
4. Jesus had “let go” of the fact that Peter had 
denied Him. Jesus focuses more on the future 
rather than on our past.
5. Jesus is about relationship. “Peter do you 
love me?” (John 21:15).
6. Jesus gives us a choice to be healed. “Do 
you love me more than these?” (v. 15).

a. These friends?
b. This job?.....These nets?
c. Your past life
d. Your bruised pride

7. Jesus restores us to a place of service. Heal-

ing and restoration go hand in hand.
a. “Feed my lambs” (v. 15) – initiation level
b. “Tend my sheep” (v. 16) – nurturing level
c. “Feed my sheep” (v. 17) – accountability 
and responsibility

Our response: Getting and giving                           
forgiveness
1. You should list the names of people you 
need to forgive. 
2. If they continually “bug” you, it means you 
haven’t dealt with this issue.
3. If you continually bring up the past, it 
means you haven’t forgiven them.
4. When you don’t want to let them off the 
hook, it means they have their hooks in you!
5. Since God requires forgiveness, it is some-
thing you can do. “Now I forgive those whom 
you forgive and when I forgive him, I do it 
because the presence of Christ is with me. I 
forgive for your benefit, so that Satan does not 
get an advantage over me” (2 Cor. 2:10-11).
6. We don’t forgive others just for their sake; 
we forgive for our sake, for Christ’s sake!
7. But you complain, “They will get away 
with ______________.” 

When you forgive, you choose to live with 
the consequences. If you do not forgive; you 
live with the consequences anyway.

a. If they have done wrong, God will see 
to them.
b. If you are right, God can reward better 
than you.

Pray Audibly
1. “I  forgive ________________.”
2. As you forgive others, God forgives you. 
“Lord, forgive me for __________.”

3. Then pray fervently, “Lord, bless _______.”
Conclusion
From the first reading, we know Jesus had 
healed Peter. Here in the Acts of the Apostles 
(Acts 5:27-32, 40B-41) we see a changed Pe-
ter. He was now fearless and boldly proclaim-
ing the name of Jesus. ‘They left the presence 
of the Sanhedrin, REJOICING that they had 
been found worthy to suffer dishonour for the 
sake of the name’. 

Peter experienced fullness of healing be-
cause he believed ‘God exalted Jesus at his 
right hand as leader and saviour to grant 
Israel repentance and forgiveness of sins.’ 
(Acts 5:31-32). Perhaps this Sunday we too 
should pray like the psalmist in our responso-
rial psalm today, “I will praise you Lord, for 
you have rescued me” (Ps 30:2) or join the 
heavenly court in the second reading “To the 
one who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be 
blessing and honour, glory and might forever 
and ever.” (Rev 5:13). Try praising God for 
your past and you will experience the miracle 
of transformation. 

Deacon Clement Samuel is based 
in the Penang Diocese. He serves 
at the Church of the Most Holy 
Redeemer, Tanjung Malim.

3rd Sunday of Easter (C)
Readings: Acts of the Apostles 5:27-32;

Revelation 5:11-14;
Gospel: John 21:1-19

Reflecting on our 
Sunday Readings
with Deacon Clement Samuel

Freedom from the past strengthens us for mission
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“When did we see you ill or in prison, 
and visit you?” (Mt 25:39)

They are among those on the margins, on the peripheries, the 
ones that society tends to brush aside or forget.

And yet our faith tells us that we must bring Christ to them. 
That we need to remind these individuals that we see the goodness 
and dignity in them — including those who have committed crimes.

We were once again offered a powerful witness of faith during 
Holy Week, when Pope Francis visited a group of incarcerated 
women and men at a prison in Civitavecchia, northwest of Rome.

The Pope celebrated the Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Sup-
per with the inmates and told them that God never tires of forgiving 
anyone who asks. “There is a Lord who judges, but it’s a strange 
judgment: The Lord judges and forgives.”

At the end of his homily, the Holy Father told the inmates he was 
going to wash their feet like Jesus did for His Apostles. “I do this 
from the heart because we priests should be the first to serve others, 
not exploit others. Clericalism sometimes leads us down this road. 
But we must serve.”

Washing feet, he added, “is also a sign of love for these brothers 
and sisters and for all of you here; a sign that means, ‘I do not judge 
anyone. I try to serve everyone.’”

Yes, indeed, who are we to judge? The recent news surrounding 
the hanging of Malaysian Nagaenthran Dharmalingam in Singa-

pore saw hundreds of comments flooding social media. Many were 
sympathetic and sad that the execution took place despite the many 
appeals made. In fact, our Prime Minister and the Yang di-Pertu-
an Agong had written to the President of Singapore appealing for 
clemency, but to no avail. At the same time, there were others who 
commented that the punishment was justified.

Crime and punishment aside, none of us can imagine the mental 
and emotional anguish of those in prison, more so those who have 
been given the death sentence, so there is no doubt that the Prison 
Ministry is an important outreach. It is imperative that the Church 
continues to minister to both women and men who are incarcerated, 
letting them know they are not forgotten and are being prayed for. 
We’re happy to note that our local prison authorities have given 
permission to the Archdiocesan Prison Ministry to resume their vis-
its after a two-year interruption caused by the pandemic (Pastoral 
Care for Prisoners, Pg 7).

While some view prisons as places of darkness, our faith encour-
ages us to bring the light of Christ to inmates.

May those who visit the incarcerated continue to offer compas-
sion and bring a sense of new hope and joy to those they serve. And 
through their actions, may they always remind our brothers and sis-
ters in prison that Christ is indeed alive and eager to embrace them 
with His forgiveness and love.

Editor’s NotE
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KUALA LUMPUR: At an open 
conversation facilitated by Caritas 
Malaysia to conclude their National 
Meet and planning exercise, Bishop 
Bernard Paul, as President of Caritas 
Malaysia, called on all diocese di-
rectors and ecclesial assistants from 
Semenanjung, Sabah and Sarawak 
to remain grounded, faithful and 
obedient to the Holy Spirit who is 
trying to lead the Malaysian Church. 
He said this as he recalled the times 
where previously discussed matters 
that were agreed upon were once 
again brought up for discussion. 

“When we build what God wants 
us to build…. there has to be obe-
dience to the Spirit” (What is the 
Spirit Saying, HERALD, February 
13, 2022.) Faithfulness calls forth 
obedience and obedience requires 
discipline. We need to be obedi-
ent and submit to the Holy Spirit, 
uphold faithfulness to the process, 
the decisions and consensus agreed 
upon and respect each other, the 
roles and the office as “even the big-
gest oil tanker has only one captain 
to steer the ship”. Adopting these 
three attitudes are important if we 
are to build a community-based par-
ish Caritas which is unique to each 
diocese, and Malaysia.

Caritas Malaysia wants to move 
away from the traditional welfare 
agency ideology towards a commu-
nity-based parish and diocese Cari-
tas where a community culture and 
way of doing things are adopted. 
This involves the whole community, 
which will eventually become a so-
cial network with socially minded 

people. In realising this goal, Bishop 
Bernard acknowledged that it will 
take time and reminded everyone to 
go slow and move at the pace of the 
Spirit.  In serving the social mission 
of the Malaysian Church, Caritas 
must aim at “building people, build-
ing communities, building parish-
es.” This will be our contribution to 
the Malaysian Church, he said. 

He also cautioned office bear-
ers not to be overly ambitious and 
take over the roles and functions of 
other commissions, but rather, work 
by incorporating and including all 
social bodies without making them 
Caritas. Citing some examples, the 
bishop said that whenever we come 
across ecological or youth or mi-
grant issues, it should be channelled 
and discussed with the existing com-
missions – to see how to collaborate 
and respond to the needs at hand.  

He also emphasised that a space 
for people to volunteer and become 
part of Caritas should also be creat-
ed through awareness, involvement 
and engagement. “Caritas offices 
must also embrace the importance of 
integrating continuous ongoing for-
mation into all activities with small 
reflections and inputs built into the 
programmes. It is time we moved 
on from talking about change to wit-
nessing and acting on the change.”

The bishop affirmed the need 
to have structures, guidelines and 
a  code of conduct as a way to 
embrace and practice the vision-
mission-values. Currently, Caritas 
Malaysia holds regular meetings 
with its board every quarter, and a 

bi-monthly meeting with all the di-
rectors and Ecclesiastical Assistants 
(EAs). A national meet was held at 
the beginning of the year to come 
together and plan for the year; and 
there will be another national get-
together in July 2022 with the aim 
of fostering bonds and team spirit 
among all diocese offices.  

Bishop Bernard also expressed 
his wish to have all diocese direc-
tors and EAs present at every Cari-
tas Malaysia’s meeting, but it is not 
enough to just be present. He asked 
whether the discussions and deci-
sions made during the Caritas meet-
ings were being cascaded down to 
their dioceses (downline communi-
cation) and whether it reaches the 
people. Once again, the office bear-
ers were reminded to be faithful to 
the message (continuity).  He also 

welcomed the idea of having the 
dioceses invite an observer to the 
directors’ meetings as this serves as 
an experience for them as well as a 
succession for future leaders. 

Earlier, after the three regional 
presentations and the key points 
that emerged from the discussions, 
resulted in the National office had 
proposed the following synthesis for 
Caritas Malaysia as its strategic ori-
entations for 2022 / 2023: 
l Institution Building – Train-

ing/Formation [spirituality, family 
spirit (unity), volunteers – youth and 
women, disaster relief], Organisa-
tion Development [structure, policy, 
guidelines, code of conduct, roles 
and functions, legal status/registra-
tion] 
l Programme development and 

collaboration – Programmes and 

resources [can adapt from Caritas 
Internationalis / Caritas Asia], Lead-
ership [gaps with grassroots and 
among leaders], Poverty [grassroots 
needs], Collaboration [working in-
ternally among offices, with other 
ministries, and external organisa-
tion] 
l Communications and Net-

working – Promote Caritas Identity 
and Spirituality [keep identity alive, 
build up a spirit of family, mandates 
given in trust, attract youth and vol-
unteers], collaborating with other 
commission/ministries. 

The focus areas are presented in 
the diagram below: 

Bishop Bernard calls for faithfulness 
and obedience to the Holy Spirit

MELAKA: The Malacca Vicariate 
- level Pre-Synod Assembly took 
place on April 27 at the Church 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 
Krubung, Melaka. 

About 120 participants compris-
ing the clergy, religious and laity, 
took part in the assembly that had 
its sharing session in the four lan-
guages. The animators of the ses-
sions were Fr Moses Rayappan for 
English, Fr Cyril Mannayagam for 
Tamil, Sr Maria Magdalena for Ba-
hasa Malaysia and Bro Joseph Lim 
Swee Thiam CDD, for Mandarin. 

At the end of the session, Fr Mo-
ses, as the head for the Diocesan 
Synod Team, stressed that the syn-
odal journey that began last Octo-
ber has received mixed responses. 

For some, it was a joyful journey 
recalling the greatness of our God 
who is continuously and persis-
tently journeying with the people. 
For some, it was the uncertainties 
and struggles that challenged their 
faith and gave certainty to their 
faith. There were yet others who 
are journeying with a troubled 
hope. 

The synodal journey, while not 
designed to give solutions for all 
the questions raised, does become 
a balm that soothes by healing 
troubled hopes and giving us en-
couragement,  clarity of vision and 
direction. The assurance of Jesus, 
“Do not let your hearts be trou-
bled…” (Jn 14:1), is both a comfort 
to the troubled heart and strength 

to persevere amidst doubts. 
The synodal exercise is deeply 

rooted in listening and journeying 
as companions. Without this listen-
ing from the heart, one would lose 
the richness of the faith, struggles 
and stories of the other. The Holy 
Spirit, being the protagonist of the 
whole exercise, cannot be silenced, 
nor will He be silent. 

As we listen to one another and 
the Holy Spirit, the journey now 
moves to the next phase which will 
be the culmination of the synodal 
journey as a diocese, with the Di-
ocesan Synod Assembly on May 3 
at the Church of Our Lady of the 
Immaculate Conception, Johor 
Bahru. — By Malacca Johore         
Diocesan Synod Team

The participants of the Malacca Vicariate Pre-Synod Assembly.

JOHOR BAHRU: In conjunc-
tion with the golden jubilee 
celebration of the Diocese of 
Malacca Johore, the commit-
tee is inviting children to join 
in a colouring contest with the 
theme — Light up MJD50.

Any individual attending Cat-
echism in the Malacca Johore 
Diocese parishes is welcome 
to take part in this colouring 
contest.  Collect your colour-
ing template from your par-
ish office or scan the QR code 
to download the template and 
print it at home. 

Once completed, snap a pic-
ture of your artwork, or you and 
your artwork, and upload it into 
the Google Form by scanning 
the QR code. You can also snap 
and post your artwork on your 
own Facebook and Instagram 
account and type in #Lightup-
MJD50 as your caption! 

Send in your artwork by June 
19, 2022 and stand a chance to 
see your artwork displayed dur-
ing our MJD50 exhibition in 
Majodi Centre.

Light up MJD50 by colouring 
in the MJD50 logo.

Light up MJD50 
colouring competition

Focus Areas for 2022 / 2023
Caritas Identity
 What is Caritas 
 Spirituality of Caritas / Family spirit (unity)
 Awareness programmes
 Staff initiation
Communication
External Communication 
 Establishing Caritas’ Identity
 Social Media – updates on events, 
activities, etc.
Internal communication
 Branding
 Vision-mission-values
 Remove the “fear of take-over”
 National activities and campaigns  

Organisation and Structure
 SOPs and Policies
 Code of Conduct and Safeguarding 
 Vision, Mission and Values
 Legal status

Capacity Building 
 Disaster Relief Response
 Institution development

o Volunteerism o Spirituality 
o Fund Raising  

Thematic Programme Areas
 Poverty
 Climate Change
 Migrants
 Disaster Relief Response 

Malacca Vicariate holds 
Pre-Synodal Assembly



HERALD May 1, 2022HomE4

By Paul Kang
CAMERON HIGHLANDS: ‘An experi-
ence of communion’ would aptly describe 
an outing with Bishop Sebastian Francis and 
a group of permanent deacons and deacon-
candidates from the Penang Diocese, to-
gether with their spouses. 

Nestled in the Father’s Guest House in 
Tanah Rata, the group spent two and a half 
days (April 19 - 21) getting to know each 
other, some for the first time. They enjoyed 
sharing sessions, sight-seeing, eating with 
fellowship, praying, and celebrating the 
Eucharist at the Church of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel. 

Coming right off the packed Holy Week 
schedules, Deacon Lazarus Jonathan 
charged up the participants with a stirring 
homily on the Road to Emmaus. With hearts 
burning, the Holy Spirit obliged in truly 
mysterious and unfathomable ways, enrich-
ing simple getting-acquainted sessions into 
levels of bonding and communion, with 
the usual reticence among strangers being 
absent; replaced by an easiness that moved 
into deeper levels of communication. 

As Deacon Peter Sandanasamy  and his 
spouse Sagaya Mary shared: “It was re-
ally a new and fantastic experience for us; 
with tremendous joy amidst the beautiful 
surroundings. We cherished every moment 
spent with everyone who inspired us to 
move forward.” 

Mary Sam, wife of Deacon Clement  
Samuel (Head of Penang Deacons), who 
brought the wives closer at a “wives only” 
roundtable, also found the entire outing to be 
“refreshing, with good bonding among the 
women  through sharing of our lives, sup-
port and laughter”. 

Two of the deacon-candidates were ac-
companied by their spouses and experi-
enced the fullness of meeting with the wives 
of deacons; encountering “live” the support 
powerhouse of the deacons’ wives. It was 
an informal formation and truly profound, 
as shared by Dave and Marianne Kameron: 
“We went as a couple and came home as a 
big family” – such richness can only be as-

cribed to a Communion.” This communion 
helped Sharon Kang find the outing to be 
wonderful! 

Bishop Sebastian’s view of the time to-
gether: “Time for bonding and sharing free-
ly on matters that touch on life and faith, that 
motivates moving forward with serenity and 
courage for the deacons, candidates, wives 
and bishop” – really encapsulates this outing 
as a Communion. 

In closing, Deacon Clement expressed 
deep appreciation to Bishop Sebastian for 
his presence and support. He stressed that 
the bishop’s role is indispensable and com-
munion with him is crucial for the life and 
growth of the permanent diaconate. 

“I have always looked forward to the an-
nual Easter break. Not only do I get 

to have a good rest from hectic parish life, 
spending time with my fellow brother priests 
gives me space to share my personal expe-
riences, especially throughout Lent and the 
Holy Triduum. A special element in this 
Easter break is the opportunity to celebrate 
Mass with the people from the kampung and 
to share the beauty of our priestly vocation.” 
— Fr Russell Lawrine

“Celebrating the Easter joy and gather-
ing together as young clergy helps 

us walk the road to Emmaus, where the en-
counter of the Risen Lord is made visible 
when brotherhood shares the same journey 
and comes together in the breaking of bread. 
The Lord has Risen. Alleluia!” — Fr Wilson 
Francis

“This Easter break is a gathering, a 
time and opportunity to share our 

journey, apart from relaxing with my fel-
low brother priests. It is a time given to 
sharing our faith, as well as the struggles 
we encounter along the way. Listening to 
one another helps me to understand better 
the ministry and to improve myself in ar-
eas that need to improve.”  —Fr Gilbert 
Marcus

“As a Korean priest, I was delighted to 
be able to attend this Easter gather-

ing with the young priests and deacons. It 
was such a good time to recharge our body, 
mind and spirit after the Easter Triduum 
where the body and mind were tired out. We 
are still young and inexperienced in many 
things. This coming together provides the 
opportunity to understand and empathise 
with each other as companions on the same 
journey. What I realised through this time 
is that priests need priests, and only priests 
can understand priests.  If there is a chance 
next year, I hope we can all get together 
again and have a good time.” — Fr An-
drew Kim SST

“For the first time, I spent my Easter 
break with the young clergy. We had 

a chance to share our Easter Triduum expe-
riences and also other experiences in life. 
We had a lot of fun. Personally, this Easter 
break somehow empowered me to realise 
that I am not alone in this journey of voca-
tion. More to come… ” — Deacon Terans 
Thadeus

Deacons spend time together

KK young clergy take an Easter break 

I joined the RCIA programme 
last year because whenever I 

am in church, it makes me feel 
calm and peaceful. I wanted to 

learn about our Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
and be baptised in the faith. 

I had been trying to join RCIA since 2014, but 
there were always obstacles. I am grateful I finally 
enrolled and completed the course. I feel blessed 
to have three awesome, loving mentors who guid-
ed me, and an amazing group of RCIA friends 
with whom I received the Sacrament of Initiation 
on April 17, 2022.

As the pandemic was still ongoing, we were not 
allowed to meet physically in church for meetings 
or Mass, so our lessons were via the Google meet 
platform. That had its challenges, like poor inter-
net connection, and sometimes I faced difficulty 
concentrating during the online sessions due to 
the environment I was in. However, by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, I manage to go through it. 

As I learned more about Jesus, I realised I had 
better control of my bad temper, and I wanted to 
help and encourage those who were lost to come 
closer to God.

After my Baptism, I hope not to miss any ac-
tivities organised by the church, and I will always 
help those in need, especially my family mem-
bers.

Psalm 28:6-7 “Praise be to the LORD for He 
has heard my cry for mercy. The LORD is my 
strength and my shield; my heart trusts in Him, 
and He helps me. My heart leaps for joy, and 
with my song I praise Him.” — Catherine Goh, 
Church of St Catherine, Inanam, Sabah

Although I was baptised and raised in the An-
glican faith, while studying in Johor, I ac-

tively participated in many Catholic events and 
activities, and I felt very welcomed. That, and 
my fiancé being Catholic, played a role in my 
joining the RCIA programme. I wanted to em-
brace the Catholic faith so we could build a fam-
ily together under the same Church.

My RCIA journey was not always easy and 
smooth, it was full of obstacles and challenges. 
I teach on a small, remote island called Tigabu, 
off Kudat, and it was difficult to make multiple 
trips in and out of the island due to bad weather at 
sea and the long-distance between Kanibongan 
and Kota Kinabalu. Joining some of the RCIA 
classes and ceremonies were not easy.

I am grateful for all the help I received through-
out my process of learning about the Catholic 
faith this past year, especially from the RCIA 
team and parish priests. Although I chose to leave 
my Anglican faith, my family and friends have 
supported me without objections, showing how 
much they love and care for me. My fiancé and 
his family are my biggest supporters and have 
helped me from the beginning of my journey.

My guarantor and schoolmate, Erence Esthy, 
sacrificed her time and energy to help me. She 
joined all the ceremonies and also answered 
questions and doubts I had regarding the Catholic 
Church. I received my First Communion during 
Easter Vigil Mass on April 16, and the Sacrament 
of Confirmation on Easter Sunday, April 17.

One of the big changes I noticed throughout 
my RCIA journey is that I am becoming more 
patient and understanding when handling prob-
lems and obstacles. I am also gradually learning 
more about Mother Mary, the Apostles, and other 
teachings that help me understand and grow in 
my Catholic faith.

I hope to continue to grow in my faith and 
closeness to God while deepening my knowl-
edge of the Catholic teachings and living accord-
ing to them. — Jessica Johnny, Church of St 
Catherine, Inanam, Sabah

More at peace

A journey 
filled with 
obstacles

The young priests, deacons and seminarians getting ready for the white water Rafting.

The young priests, deacons and seminarians with the people of Kg Mangaladom.

KOTA KINABALU: This year, the 
young clergy of the Archdiocese of 
Kota Kinabalu  organised their annual 
Easter outing at Kiulu Pisapakan Riv-
erside Lodge and Campsite from  April 
18 to 20.

Four priests, four deacons and a  sem-
inarian came together to have a time of 
fellowship and relaxation together by 
the river.

The programme started with the set-
ting up of the campsite, and chilling at 
the river. Further into the night, a kara-
oke cum BBQ livened up the camarade-
rie under the full moon.

On the second day, the congregation 
of Kg Mangkaladom joined them for 
the Eucharistic Celebration, followed 
by fellowship. 

The highlight of the outing was the 
12- km white water rafting at Kiulu 
River from Pukak to Malangang. It 
burned off all the calories that they had 
loaded on the past two days.

Besides ample food and drinks, they 
were blessed with good company, assis-
tance from the locals, and great weath-
er. — By Deacon Sylvester Wong.            
Catholic Sabah
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Called to be merciful just like 
the risen Christ
By Rachael Philip

SHAH ALAM: The Second Sunday of Easter 
was a day of double celebration for parish-
ioners of the Church of the Divine Mercy. It 
was the parish feast day and it was also the 
installation of Fr Alan Pereira as their parish 
priest. 

The Rite of Installation saw Fr Alan receiv-
ing the keys of the church from Archbishop 
Julian Leow. 

The words of the Rite are beautiful. It re-
calls the role the Church plays for God’s peo-
ple: “This Church is… a house of prayer… 
the dwelling place of God on earth. It is here 
that, through the waters of Baptism, God’s 
people die to sin…, here that they receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit and gather around the 
altar to celebrate the memorial of the Pascal 
Lamb… here that men and women are united 
in marriage… here that those who have died 
are brought by their loved ones to be com-
mended to the loving mercy of God.”

The Parish Pastoral Council Chairman 
Datuk Dr Dionysius Sharma read Fr Alan’s 

letter of appointment. Fr Alan then renewed 
his promises as a priest before leading the 
congregation in the Profession of Faith. He 
then placed his hands on the Book of Gospels 
and recited the Oath of Fidelity. Then with 
the words from Archbishop Julian: My dear 
friends, I now commend Fr Alan Pereira to 
you as your parish priest, the congregation 
cheered and clapped.

In his homily, delivered just before the 
installation of the parish priest, Archbishop       
Julian said it has been 22 years since Pope St 
John Paul II instituted the Feast of the Divine 
Mercy. In these 22 years, God’s people have 
reaped much of its fruits. 

“God’s mercy can be seen throughout the 
history of salvation where God offers His 
friendship. We go through the cycle of for-
giveness, repent, we fall again and again, but 
God does not give up on us – thank God!” 
said Archbishop Julian.

“In the Sacrament of Reconciliation, God 
forgives us when we are truly sorry and His 
mercy welcomes us back.”

This begs the question: What can we do to-

day? How do we respond to this grace? The 
archbishop said we are to imitate our risen 
Lord and be merciful to one another.

“There must be a response, not just receiv-
ing but also giving, offering mercy and for-
giveness” to others.

There was also an earnest plea in his mes-
sage: “Let us not take our faith for granted. 
Let us not  assume that we will have time for 
reconciliation. If we are lucky, we will have 
time, receive the last rites, but sometimes 
God’s plans are not our plans, His time is not 

our time.”
“We must therefore be ready to meet God 

face to face, to encounter the Divine Mer-
cy. So, take heed. Like the woman caught 
in adultery, we are asked: Has no one con-
demned you? Neither do I but go and sin no 
more, change your lifestyle, live a life pleas-
ing to God. 

“On this feast day, we pray that we will 
also show mercy, and be forgiving to one an-
other. This parish must be the model parish of 
God’s mercy to all.” 

PENANG: It was a week of engaging encoun-
ters with the Divine Mercy for parishioners and 
devotees as the Church of Divine Mercy (CDM) 
held its annual feast week.

The theme was: TRUST- Total Reliance Upon 
JeSus ChrisT; Living the Chaplet. The daily 
Masses focused on unfolding the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet prayer – its meaning and significance. 
The nine-day novena began on Good Friday 
but the themed Masses only began from Easter 
Monday. Parish priest Fr Michael Raymond 
OFM Cap explored the chaplet prayer of the Di-
vine Mercy in great detail. 

Introducing the chaplet prayer, Fr Michael ex-
plained the beginnings of Divine Mercy in 1935 
when St Faustina, then a simple Polish nun, re-
ceived visions and revelations from the Lord and 
the words of the chaplet prayer: “Eternal Father, 
I offer You the Body and Blood, Soul and Divin-
ity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the 
whole world. For the sake of His sorrowful Pas-
sion, have mercy on us and on the whole world.” 

During the week, as Fr Michael deciphered 
the prayer, it transformed from a mere repetition 
of words, to elevate the faithful to the fullness 
of that moment of Jesus sacrifice on the Cross, 
and His desire to pour out sanctifying graces on 
all who implore His mercy through the Chaplet.

 To make it even more engaging, special activ-
ities were held daily focusing on the five human 
senses — sight, hearing, smell, touch and taste 
for each day of the week. Fr Michael encouraged 
the faithful to fully see, sense and savour God’s 
mercy — an extension of the parish theme for 
the year. Guided by the post-resurrection read-
ings on “encounters” with the Risen Lord and 
the call to witness — Fr Michael explained the 
importance for each of us in our different en-
counters with Christ to first be open to that pres-
ence of God and also to go out and share our 
experience with others.

On Monday all present were invited at the end 
of the homily to “gaze upon” the image of the 
Divine Mercy prominently placed beside the 
Paschal candle and next to a large Cross draped 
with a white cloth, symbolic of the Easter ce-
lebration of death and resurrection. As the lights  
were dimmed, Fr Michael led those present into 
a guided meditation followed by moments in 
silent reflection and an opportunity to pen their 
prayer requests or thanksgiving on prayer cards. 

On Tuesday, the faithful were greeted before 
Novena with sombre Gregorian chants allowing 
for meditative prayer and silent moments during 
the homily to reflect on what the one word or 
phrase Jesus was “speaking” to each one present 
meant. 

On Wednesday the church was filled with the 
scent of calming aromas and the infusing scent 
of incense during the meditative portion of the 
homily. Questions for reflection included; “what 
are some of the surprises of God that I have ex-
perienced? Do I find myself smelling the aroma 
of God’s presence? And the fragrance of God in 
my prayer, accompanying, healing and enlight-
ening me?”  

Thursday’s activity on “touch” called on the 
congregation to use their rosaries, clasp the cru-
cifix or beads and  focus on any part  of their 
body Jesus was touching at that moment. On 
Friday to enliven the sense of taste, Fr Michael 
invited all to enter into the presence of God, to 
recollect and taste God’s goodness and recall 
the many experiences of God’s presence in their 
lives. Fr Michael stressed how important it was 
to “recognise” the gift of God’s mercy to “thirst” 
for it and to “seek” and ask for God’s mercy. 

This led to the climax of the Divine Mercy 
celebrations over the weekend which saw a joint 
celebration on Saturday. A huge group of police 
personnel came in conjunction with Police Day 
while groups from as far as Silibin, Ipoh and oth-
er parishes around Penang also joined parishion-
ers in the celebrations. Many went away touched 
and renewed by the grace of encounter with the 
Merciful Jesus.

Encountering the Divine Mercy through the five senses

Fr Alan Pereira renewing his priestly promises before Archbishop Julian Leow.

The faithful participating in the feast day celebration at the Church of Divine Mercy, Penang.

“Yesterday when I went up for Holy 
Communion, I could smell such a 

beautiful and strong fragrance. A sense of 
the Holy Spirit. I felt sheer joy and I tried 
to inhale deeply, then the fragrance was no 
more.” — Patricia Nair

“The unexpected God, the Surpris-
ing God works surprisingly and 

miraculously in our lives to bring about 
miracles. Yesterday, this surprising God 
worked miraculously when I was strug-
gling with something, He simplified my 
work to channel someone at the same 
place where I was heading to. It happened 
in that moment I was carrying my strug-
gles with Jesus in my heart, believing He 
would surely make way for every struggle 
and toil in my life. That afternoon He sim-
plified my task of having to settle some-
thing without having to go elsewhere but 
right where I was, at the same place. He 
stood there in human nature to make way. 
Thank You, Jesus. Thank You for keeping 
Your promise. You are the way maker and  
promise keeper. 

Believe me when I say that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me; or at least 
believe on the evidence of the works them-
selves. Jn 14:11 Jesus, the Divine Mercy I 
trust in You!” — Francis Xavier

Below are testimonies from some parishioners who had 
a “sensory” experience during the week-long celebration

“As we are asked to say “Jesus I trust in 
You...” and holding a Rosary in my 

hands, my imagination goes to the encounter 
on the road to Emmaus scene by the campfire. I 
started to talk to Him about my scars and wound, 
my complaints, hurts, and rants. As well as my 
longing to be appreciated and consoled in the 
work I had done as child, student, worker, and 
man. I longed for the genuine hug I had felt 
years ago. 

 Instead, in this vision. I saw Jesus coming 
closr to me, to show His wounds and hug me, 
He said “I know all your longings, wounds, and 
desires to be touched with genuine love. Here I 
am let Me touch and heal you so you will heal. 
Suddenly, I felt a peaceful relief.” — Jonathan 
Noga Soeitoe 

“Just as the lights dimmed and the homily 
started, I was seated near the Divine Mercy 

image. I noticed a bright spark near the left side 
of Jesus’ head. I started praying and gazing at 
the image and suddenly Jesus’ faced changed He 
stood as an adult and then I saw the young Jesus. 
This happened about three times, then appear-
ing like a 3-D form with the rays just spreading 
towards me. I was both scared, tearing and mes-
merised yet I couldn’t move for a few moments. 
And the theme for the day was “Have mercy 
on us and on the whole world…” A moment of 
God’s immense mercy.” — Francis Xavior
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By Elizabeth Simon

PENANG: The sight of police squad cars 
at sunset Mass on April 23 for the Divine 
Mercy feast day celebrations at the Church of 
the Divine Mercy must have been intriguing, 
perhaps even alarming. Even more daunting 
would have been the presence of around 150 
uniformed police officers seated inside the 
church, some with their families in tow.

It was indeed gratifying to note that these 
men and women in blue, Catholics as well 
as Christians from other denominations, had 
come together for dual celebrations — Di-
vine Mercy Sunday and the 215th Police Day 
celebrations.  

During the Eucharistic celebration, par-
ish priest, Fr Michael Raymond OFM Cap, 
reiterated the journey the parish had under-
taken during the novena leading up to Divine 
Mercy Sunday. Just like doubting Thomas in 
the Gospel, many of us want to touch, listen, 
smell, see and taste God before we believe 
in Him.  

Drawing on this year’s parish theme, ‘See, 
Sense and Savour Mercy’, Fr Michael invited 

each one present to reflect on where God is 
in the journey of our lives. Do we see God’s 
mercy in our family? Can we hear His voice? 
No doubt each of us have experienced God 
differently, but can we smell His presence? 

Jesus has given us His assurance that He is 
here and that He always will be. All He wants 
is our total reliance on Him. The disciples 
on the road to Emmaus urged Jesus to, ‘Stay 
with us’ (Luke 24:29). “Today, God is call-
ing us all to stay close to Him”, concluded 
Fr Michael.

The police officers, from various depart-
ments and locations — Crime Prevention, 
CID, FRU, Traffic etc, animated the Mass 
and assisted in various ministries. Fr Michael 
thanked them for the sacrifices they make in 
looking after the security of the country and 
the people.

Asked how they felt about their jobs, it 
was surprising to learn that they were happy 
despite the stress and sometimes obvious 
danger to themselves. One senior officer 
explained that people who hurl brickbats 
sometimes don’t understand that they have to 
strictly comply with existing laws. 

CDM Penang celebrates parish 
feast and 215th Police Day

RAWANG: The Church of St Jude Thad-
deus played host to some 12 personnel from 
the Klinik Kerajaan Pergigian, Serendah, on 
April 24. 

In collaboration with the Parish Integral 
Human Development Ministry (PIHDM), 
the Klinik Kerajaan Pergigian (KKP) organ-
ised a dental awareness campaign. About 50 
parishioners participated in this programme. 
The parishioners, especially the children, 
were taught basic dental healthcare. While 
the children were busy brushing their teeth 
with the tooth mascot outside, parents were 
listening to a talk on dental healthcare. 

Dr Vikshana Vemalasakara of KKP said 
the aim of this public health campaign was 
to educate the people from different reli-
gious backgrounds on basic dental health-
care. This programme is known as Kola-
barasi Oral Agama (KOA). This year, the 

focus was on bringing awareness to the 
Christian community on oral hygiene, the 
correct technique of brushing teeth and the 
various dental problems one may face.  

She added that prevention was better than 
cure. People should take the necessary steps 
to take care of their teeth and not have any 
regrets later when they may suffer from 
dental problems such as scurvy, gingivitis 
or even oral cancer.

The parishioners were also given video 
presentations and free dental check-ups. A 
mini exhibition on dental healthcare was 
held outside the meeting room. 

There was an exchange of gifts from both 
parties. Fr Vincent Thomas was impressed 
with the staff’s efficiency and praised the 
government’s dental healthcare programme 
for the public. — By Mercy Almeida            
Stellus

Dental Awareness Day at St Jude’s Church

KUALA LUMPUR: The Catechetical Min-
istry of Kristus Aman (CMKA) Chapel has 
long felt that religious education could be 
introduced well before the children start cat-
echism classes at the age of five. Recognising 
that parents were often too busy to do this, we 
have introduced the Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd (CGS) programme, as advised by 
KL Archdiocese Catechetical Commission. 

CGS is a religious formation that helps 
children develop their relationship with God 

in a way that is rooted in Sacred Scripture. 
It is a Montessori-based programme which 
aims to help the child encounter Jesus, the 
Good Shepherd. It seeks to develop a close 
and personal relationship with Him, through 
the Scriptures, the prayers of the liturgy, and 
the sacraments. CGS had its origins in Rome 
in 1954, as a collaborative effort of Sofia 
Cavalletti, a Scripture scholar, and Gianna 
Gobbi, a Montessorian. Over the years, they 
developed the materials and curriculum for 

the programme. CGS is now offered in about 
65 countries worldwide.

CGS is offered at three levels for children 
from the ages three to 12. However, only lev-
el one for children aged three to six years is 
presently endorsed by the Archdiocese. Thus 
far, 10 other churches in Malaysia have intro-
duced CGS. 

The Atrium 
In order to introduce CGS in any parish, a 
dedicated space called the atrium is required. 
The atrium is an age-appropriate sacred 
space that offers a sensorial experience of 
Scripture and liturgy. It is a place of commu-
nity prayer and worship for children. 

In the atrium, the child is introduced to 
specific and central themes of scripture and 
liturgy. These are presented to the child by 
way of hands-on materials, which serve as 
meditation aids. Many of these items are 
hand-made by catechists and parent volun-
teers. By looking at images and figurines of 
the Good Shepherd and performing actions 
such as pouring the wine into a chalice, for 
example, and then reflecting on the meaning 
behind these, the child is able to enter deeply 

into the life of Jesus and the liturgy of the 
Mass.

Setting up the Atrium
Initially, the COVID-19 lockdowns delayed 
the process. Once funding was approved by 
the parish, the atrium was set-up in 2021. 
CMKA subscribed to a CGS membership in 
the USA to gain access to their manuals. Cat-
echists interested to work on the programme 
were identified, and they will undergo a for-
mation session later this year, after which 
CGS of KA will open its doors. A logo was 
also designed by parish catechists. 

Former Parish Administrator, Fr Michael 
Chua, and the parish council provided un-
stinting support, the volunteers received 
backing and advice from the sister parish of 
Jesus Caritas Church and St Francis Xavier’s 
Church, which had already set up their pro-
gramme.

Fr Michael blessed the atrium on Dec 13, 
2021. It can accommodate three to four chil-
dren with their parents and a catechist at any 
one time. To all who contributed we say a big 
thank you for your help and cooperation. — 
By Joseph Lopez

The children at the dental awareness campaign at the Church of St Jude, Rawang organised by 
the PIHDM and the Klinik Kerajaan Pergigian. 

The atrium at the Chapel of Kristus Aman. The atrium is an age-appropriate sacred space that 
offers a sensorial experience of Scripture and liturgy.

Kristus Aman opens its doors to Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

Inspector Cyril Jafius, 
from Sabah, has been with 

the force for less than a year. 
Based in the Crime Preven-
tion Unit in Georgetown, 
he attends church service in 
Butterworth with his wife 
and two young daughters. 

ASP Donny anak John Jubang, from Serian, 
Sarawak, has been in the Crime Prevention 

Unit for 15 years. The father of 
three admits that he loves his 
job for the challenges it offers! 
He attends Mass at the Cathe-
dral of the Holy Spirit with his 
wife and children, when his 
shift allows.

Lance Corporal Monica 
Lawrence has been 

on general duty for eight 
years and is based in 
Kepala Batas, Penang.

Silyster anak 
Valeatine has 

been with the Fed-
eral Reserve Unit 
(FRU) based in 
Ayer Itam for six 
years. Hailing from 
Kuching, Sarawak, 
this single young man is proudly fol-
lowing in the footsteps of his police-
man father. He usually attends Mass 
at the Lady of Sorrows, Macalister 
Road.

D/SM Stephen Pon-
nusamy, from the 

Crime Unit, Ibu Pejabat 
Polis Kontinjen, is a 30 
year veteran. He finds 
his childhood ambition 
to be a police officer 
gratifying and declares 
that he would not have lasted if he did 
not love or enjoy his chosen career. 

The following is a glimpse into the personal lives of our officers in blue:
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KUALA LUMPUR: The BEC is a core 
need and not a ministry, where communion 
of communities is formed, instilling the joys 
and happiness of coming together. Fr Mitchel 
Anthony said this during the Annual BEC Co-
ordinating Team (BECCOT) Assembly held 
virtually on April 23. 

The first two topics, ‘Revisiting BECCOT’s 
Role’ and ‘Teaming with BEC Animating 
Team (BECAT)’, were presented by the Ec-
clesiastical Assistant for the Archdiocesan 
BEC Animating Team (ABECAT), Fr Mitch-
el, to differentiate the roles and responsibili-
ties of the BECCOT and BECAT coordina-
tors. He revisited the functions of BECCOT 
and emphasised the importance of reaching 
out to communities, not getting into admin-
istrative duties, turning BEC gatherings into 
‘corporate like meetings’ with performance 
and targets that become demanding, derailing 
from the original purpose. 

BEC coordinators must not be burdened 
with unnecessary paperwork which robs 
them of their comradeship. Fr Mitchel also 
explained that the BECCOT ‘front-runner’ is 
not called BECCOT chairman but BECCOT 
coordinator, as their primary function is to co-
ordinate and not conduct or manage meetings.  

Archbishop Julian Leow spoke of his days 
as parish priest of the Church of Holy Family 
where efforts were made to work with BECs 
through inter-faith mediations. He stressed the 
importance of BECCOT and BECAT playing 
their respective roles in developing the com-
munity. He also highlighted ABECAT’s ef-
forts in shaping and forming BECCOT and 
BECAT over the last seven years. 

Fr Mitchel said that the BECCOT coordi-
nators were no longer required to attend the 
BECAT meetings. They are to concentrate on 
their coordinating roles instead of duplicating 
the BECAT functions.  

The animating of the monthly reflection 
paper, organising formations for BECs with 
the advice of the parish priest, and taking 
the responsibility in solving BEC issues with 
BECCOT will remain the prime concern of 
BECAT.  The Diocesan BECAT coordinators 
will continue to receive updates on animating 
and formation skills from time to time and a 
BECAT Assembly 2022 will be organised in 
the next few months. 

ABECAT chairperson, Rita Krishnan, re-
visited the monthly BEC reflection papers 

prepared by ABECAT for the Archdiocese of 
Kuala Lumpur for the months of January to 
April 2022. The feedback on these resources 
were positive and many coordinators shared 
that the slides and scripts made a great dif-
ference as coordinators were more confident 
in leading the BEC gatherings now. It was 
found that significant projects were identified 
and implemented through the monthly events 
mentioned in the BEC reflection papers. One 
of it was the water projects initiated for Orang 
Asli based on World Water Day reflected in 
the March 2022 BEC reflection paper.

Fr Mitchel said that the task of producing 
these additional resources, besides the month-
ly reflection paper, combined with immediate 
translation work for all three languages, are 

being carried out diligently by the ABECAT 
each month. 

The coordinators were reminded to partici-
pate in formations and spiritual programmes 
tailored for BECs, namely Leadership and 
Succession Planning, Emotional Skills, Fa-
cilitation Skills, and others lined up for the de-
velopment of BECs by ABECAT, conducted 
at diocese, districts, and parish levels. ABE-
CAT will continue to monitor the develop-
ment of leaders of the diocese and intervene in 
finding solutions to concerns and issues faced 
by the BECs. 

The assembly continued with a video titled 
Synod on Synodality - All you need to know 
for the BEC and Synodal process. Rita re-
minded the BECCOT to continue the Synodal 
Process creatively with BECs eventhough the 
survey has been completed.

Fr Mitchel ended the session with some 
questions — Who am I? What is my reason 
for serving? Am I comparing myself with 
performance and achievements, or am I col-
laborating to develop myself in HOLINESS?  
How can I share and develop holiness in my 
BEC? Is it about Jesus or is it about me?  He 
concluded by saying that COLLABORA-
TION is key in continuing God’s mission as 
we keep on telling His story.

The other ABECAT members present were 
Walter Victor, who welcomed everyone at the 
start of the assembly, highlighting the pro-
gramme for the day; Pathinathan who prayed 
the Synod Prayer, leading the participants into 
reflection. and Kevin Chung who shared the 
Scriptures and led the participants into a short 
period of discernment. 

KUALA LUMPUR: Following a two-year 
hiatus, the Archdiocesan Prison Ministry 
(APM) kicked off its prison visits at the end 
of April. 

After obtaining permission from the Ma-
laysian Prison Department (MPD) to visit 
from April 26 to 29, and May 5 and 6, sev-
eral members of the clergy from the arch-
diocese volunteered to hear confession and 
celebrate Mass this Eastertide. 

Masses were celebrated for those in the 
Remand Blocks, Sentence Blocks (men and 
women) and Death Row. 

The clergy generally visit prisoners twice 
a year, during Advent and Lent, to cater to 
their pastoral needs by offering the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation and the Eucharistic 
celebration. 

During phase four of the National Recov-
ery Plan, the MPD allowed meetings with 
prisoners either virtually or in person, for 
those fully vaccinated. 

Of late, the MPD has relaxed its restric-
tions and volunteers are allowed to visit 
prisoners for counselling or religious activi-
ties. Before entering the prison gates, eve-
ryone is required to take an RTK-Ag COV-
ID-19 self-test to safeguard the prisoners.

The APM invited the faithful from vari-
ous parishes to light candles and pray a 
decade of the Rosary for the prisoners, their 
conversion and their loved ones.

The APM began its ministry 30 years ago. 
There are 10 prisons within the Archdiocese 
of Kuala Lumpur, mainly in Kajang, Sungai 
Buloh and Bentong. It was only on April 4, 
2016, that authorities granted permission 
for the clergy to celebrate Masses in pris-
ons. 

At present, 20 members of the clergy, in-
cluding Archbishop Julian Leow, and 89 lay 
volunteers hold active permits to visit pris-
ons. The lay volunteers make weekly trips 
to provide faith education and counselling. 

Understanding the role of BECCOT and BECAT

Pastoral care for prisoners

BECCOT coordinators and assistants from the churches in the Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur.

Several members of the clergy visit Bentong prison to administer the Sacraments of Reconciliation 
and Eucharist to the inmates.
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SANTIAGO, Chile: During his 
homily at the Mass for the bless-
ing of the foundation stone for the 
Divine Mercy Shrine in Santiago 
on Sunday, Cardinal Celestino Aós 
Braco warned that abortion “is not 
mercy,” nor is the “mutilation” of 
moral and religious teaching.

Cardinal Aós said April 24, Divine 
Mercy Sunday, that “it’s not mercy 
to kill the innocent by abortion, it’s 
not mercy for the child that is elimi-
nated, nor for the mother to whom 
they want to present that action as a 
solution”.

“It’s not mercy to mutilate human 
beings by not taking care of their de-
velopment and moral and religious 
instruction; it’s not mercy, moving 

forward and abandoning the one 
who is left behind,” he added.

The cardinal said that “we are 
called to build a culture of mercy” 
through performing the works of 
mercy.

The Archbishop of Santiago ex-
plained that “mercy has the face of 
consolation”. 

“It’s true, we often go through dif-
ficult trials but the certainty that the 
Lord loves us must never wane, His 
Mercy is also expressed in the close-
ness in affection and in the support 
that many brothers offer us when 
days of sadness and affliction come 
upon us.”

“We all need consolation because 
no one is immune to suffering, pain 

and misunderstanding,” and “God 
never remains distant when these 
dramas happen”.

“A word that gives encourage-
ment, a hug that makes you feel 
understood, a caress that makes you 
perceive love, a prayer that allows 
you to be stronger. These are all ex-
pressions of the closeness of God 
through the consolation offered by 
a brother,” Cardinal Aós gave as ex-
amples.

After the homily, the decree for 
the construction of the Divine Mercy 
Shrine was read and signed, the land 
and the faithful present were blessed, 
and the first stone was placed on the 
foundation where the altar will be 
located. — By Giselle Vargas, CNA

Killing the innocent by 
abortion is not mercy!

VATICAN: On Divine Mercy Sun-
day, April 24, the bishops of Cam-
eroon led thousands of Cameroon’s 
Catholic faithful in re-consecrating 
the conflict-torn nation to the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary.

The overnight weekend pilgrim-
age to the Marian Shrine of Marien-
berg culminated in the consecration 
on Sunday morning.

Bishop Abraham Boualo Kome of 
Bafang Diocese, in his role as Presi-
dent of the National Episcopal Con-
ference of Cameroon, presided over 
the Eucharist on Sunday. The Arch-
bishop of Bamenda Archdiocese and 
Apostolic Administrator of Mamfe 
Diocese, Andrew Nkea Fuanya, 
preached at the Divine Sunday Mass.

Archbishop Nkea said the Catho-
lic faithful in Cameroon needed to 

become apostles of justice and peace 
if the country was to return to the 
peaceful co-existence it once had. 
The pilgrimage, he said, had only 
one scope: to implore the interces-
sion of the Blessed Virgin Mary for 
reconciliation and peace in Cam-
eroon.

Speaking earlier, when the Ma-
rienberg national pilgrimage and 
prayer vigil was announced, Bishop 
Kome told journalists, “The Na-
tional Pilgrimage and Prayer for 
Peace to take place in Marienberg 
is an expression of solidarity of all 
our brothers and sisters towards the 
people of the troubled regions of our 
country that suffer in a visible way,” 
he said.

Cameroon’s Marienberg Shrine 
is a remote location that sits on the 

outskirts of Edea, Littoral Region, in 
Cameroon.

The weekend’s pilgrimage started 
on April 23, with the arrival of vari-
ous delegations from various dioces-
es of Cameroon. Most of Saturday 
afternoon was centred around the 
recitation of the Rosary, meditation, 
confessions, silence, personal prayer 
and Adoration before the Blessed 
Sacrament.

In the evening, the overnight 
prayer vigil commenced at 8.30pm 
and continued right up to early morn-
ing, in time for people to prepare for 
the procession and Sunday Mass.

The vigil comprised prayers ani-
mated by various devotional groups 
and teaching on what consecration 
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
means. — Vatican News

Bishops of Cameroon re-consecrate 
country to Immaculate Heart of Mary

Cardinal Celestino Aós Braco of Santiago takes possession of his titular 
church in Rome, June 19, 2021. (CNA photo/Archdiocese of Santiago)

NEW DELHI: The 85th birth an-
niversary of Fr Stan Swamy SJ, 
the first since his death, was ob-
served with the release of a book 
and unveiling of his bust at Bagai-
cha, a training and social action 
centre he founded in the eastern 
Indian state of Jharkhand.

Elsewhere in the country, mem-
bers of the Indian Church and civil 
society remembered the martyred 
Jesuit’s contributions to upholding 
the human rights of the most mar-
ginalised sections of society.

The main event was held at 
Bagaicha in Namkum, Ranchi, on 
April 26, where the two-foot-high 
bust of Fr Stan stands tall, over-
looking the institution he founded 
in 2006.

Keeping his memory alive, 
Bagaicha continues to empower 
individuals and organisations 
working against the displacement 
of marginalised people, human 
rights violations, illegal land ac-
quisition and confinement of tribal 
people by branding them as Mao-
ists.

Also released on the occa-
sion was the Hindi version of the 
priest’s memoir containing his 
writings during a visit to southern 

India in 2019, and poems and dia-
ries written during his imprison-
ment at Taloja Central Jail in Ma-
harashtra state in western India.

Fr Stan was detained in the jail 
after his arrest at Bagaicha in con-
nection with the Bhima-Koregaon 
violence case in October 2020. 
He was robbed of timely medical 
care and repeatedly denied release 
on bail despite his deteriorating 
health. After over nine months in 
jail, the 84-year-old Jesuit died in 
judicial custody at a private hos-
pital in Mumbai on July 5, 2021. 
— ucanews.com

Remembering Fr Stan 
Swamy on his 85th birthday

Cameroonian bishops during the Mass on sunday (Vatican News photo/Joyce Mbong) 

The late Fr Stan Swamy, SJ

NAYPYIDAW: The US Commis-
sion on International Religious 
Freedom (USCIRF) has drawn par-
allels between the situation of mi-
nority Christians in Myanmar with 
the persecution faced by Rohingya 
Muslims since 2017.

In its annual report released on 
April 25, the US federal govern-
ment commission said: “Faith com-
munities, including ethnoreligious 
Christian minorities, now face per-
secution that some have likened to 
what the Rohingya have faced since 
2017.”

The military, known as the Tat-
madaw under its chief, Min Aung 
Hlaing, has closely associated itself 
with Buddhist nationalism to pro-

mote its legitimacy, the report said, 
while detailing how this led to a rise 
in persecution of Christian commu-
nities during 2021.

“In February, the Tatmadaw raid-
ed Hakha Baptist Church in the cap-
ital of Chin state, arresting the pas-
tor. The same month, the Tatmadaw 
raided a Kachin Baptist church 
in Shan state. In March, in Kalay 
township in Sagaing Region, the 
military shot and killed 25-year-old 
pastor Chung Lian Ceu and three 
other civilians,” the report said.

“In May, the military attacked a 
Catholic church in Kayah state. In 
June, airstrikes damaged another 
Catholic church in Kayah state. In 
September, the Tatmadaw gunned 

down Baptist pastor Cung Biak 
Hum in Chin state as he went to 
help put out a fire caused by mili-
tary shelling. Soldiers have torched 
homes and churches.

“The Tatmadaw targeted houses 
of worship, faith leaders and reli-
gious communities in its crackdown 
on the opposition ... it arrested reli-
gious leaders, including those from 
the Buddhist majority, for opposing 
the military junta.”

Myanmar continues to be on the 
list of countries blacklisted by the 
US State Department, along with 
China, Eritrea, Iran, North Korea, 
Pakistan, Russia, Saudi Arabia, 
Tajikistan and Turkmenistan. —
ucanews

Persecution of Myanmar Christians ‘akin to Rohingya’

A damaged church in which four people taking refuge were killed due to army 
shelling at Loikaw in Myanmar’s Kayah state on May 24, 2021. (UCA News 
Photo/Kantarawaddy Times)
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VATICAN: With the appointment 
of two secretaries at the Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith 
(CDF) and the confirmation of new 
leaders at the Dicastery for Pro-
moting Integral Human Develop-
ment, Pope Francis has embarked 
on a series of personnel changes 
before the new Vatican constitu-
tion comes into effect in June.

Published on March 19, the ap-
ostolic constitution Praedicate 
Evangelium regulates the tasks 
and offices of the Roman Curia. 
Almost nine years in the making, 
the document will enter into force 
on June 5.

That day, the Vatican’s depart-
ments will change their names, and 
some will take on new competen-
cies, while certain new rules and 
regulations will formally take ef-
fect. For example, priests will no 
longer be able to serve in the Curia 
for more than two five-year terms.

The overall reform was, how-
ever, anticipated by several deci-
sions taken by Pope Francis. There 
were two important ones in recent 
months.

The first was the restructuring of 
the Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith (CDF), which is now 
divided into two sections, one dis-
ciplinary and the other doctrinal. 

The second was Pope Francis’ 
decision not to renew Cardinal Pe-
ter Turkson’s term as prefect of the 
Dicastery for Promoting Integral 
Human Development.

From the beginning of this year, 
Cardinal Michael Czerny has 
served as the dicastery’s interim 
president. He was formerly the un-
dersecretary for the department’s 
Migrants and Refugees Section. 
The interim secretary was Sister 

Alessandra Smerilli, who arrived 
at the dicastery as an undersecre-
tary in 2021.

Regarding the CDF, Pope Fran-
cis has chosen the new secretaries 
according to both continuity and 
novelty. 

The continuity is in the Disci-
plinary Section with Msgr John 
Joseph Kennedy, who has served 
at the CDF since 2003 and led the 
office of the congregation’s Disci-
plinary Section since 2017.

The novelty is in the Doctrinal 
Section: The secretary is Msgr Ar-
mando Matteo, who arrived at the 
CDF in 2021 as deputy undersecre-
tary and quickly made inroads with 
Pope Francis. Indeed, the Pope 
presented members of the Curia 
with a copy of Msgr Matteo’s book 
Converting Peter Pan during his 
traditional pre-Christmas address.

The lack of a promotion for 
Msgr Matteo Visioli, the current 
undersecretary of the CDF, is sur-
prising. In any case, the new or-
ganisational chart paves the way 
for the appointment of a new CDF 

prefect, given that Cardinal Luis 
Ladaria has already turned 78 and 
is three years over the retirement 
limit of 75.

It is said that the new prefect 
could be Archbishop Charles Sci-
cluna, the archbishop of Malta and 
the CDF’s adjunct secretary. But 
that, of course, remains to be seen.

The announcement of the two 
new secretaries was not accom-
panied by an episcopal appoint-
ment, which is also a sign of the 
new course at the Vatican. Since 
according to the vision of Praedi-
cate Evangelium authority is given 
by the mission and not by episco-
pal ordination, there is no longer a 
need for senior officials in Roman 
dicasteries to be named bishops.

Sr Alessandra Smerilli, now No 
Two of the Dicastery for Promot-
ing Integral Human Development, 
is obviously not a bishop either.

The dicastery is now firmly in 
the hands of those who have over-
seen its Migrants and Refugees 
Section. The section was estab-
lished by Pope Francis within the 

dicastery in 2016 and is answer-
able directly to the Pope, but it is 
not even mentioned in Praedicate 
Evangelium.

The dicastery will now be led 
by Cardinal Michael Czerny, a 
Jesuit who oversaw the Migrants 
and Refugees Section. Fr Fabio 
Baggio, who served from 2017 as 
co-undersecretary of the section, 
was appointed this month as un-
dersecretary of the dicastery (with 
responsibility for the Migrants and 
Refugees Section).

Therefore, the issue of migra-
tion is now central to the dicast-
ery, which, under the umbrella of 
integral human development had 
brought together four pontifical 
councils: Justice and Peace, Mi-
grants, Healthcare Workers, and 
Cor Unum (the dicastery of char-
ity).

This shift was made clear from 
a statement issued by Cardinal Cz-
erny when he was named as the 
dicastery’s interim leader. He said 
that the dicastery faced numerous 
pressing challenges in a world that 

prioritised “the globalisation of in-
difference” over solidarity while 
trampling on humanity’s common 
home and the universality of the 
human family.

The cardinal added that “the 
good work carried out in the Mi-
grants and Refugees Section of the 
dicastery offers itself today as a 
fruitful approach to the challenges 
just mentioned.”

In the coming months, the heads 
of other dicastries are expected to 
be appointed, which could lead to 
the departure of several long-serv-
ing Curial cardinals. 

Cardinal Gianfranco Ravasi, 
the 79-year-old president of the 
Pontifical Council for Culture, 
will undoubtedly leave. The pon-
tifical council will become part of 
the new Dicastery for Culture and 
Education, but the current prefect 
of the Congregation for Education, 
Cardinal Giuseppe Versaldi, is also 
over 75. There is talk of Cardinal 
Jean-Claude Hollerich as a possi-
ble candidate for the leadership of 
the dicastery.

Cardinal Marc Ouellet, prefect 
of the Congregation of Bishops, 
is already over the retirement age 
limit. So is Cardinal Leonardo 
Sandri, prefect of the Congrega-
tion for the Eastern Churches, but 
he could remain in the role, over-
seeing the newly named Dicastery 
for the Eastern Churches.

The new appointments are likely 
to lead to the creation of new car-
dinals. And it is not impossible 
that Pope Francis will do every-
thing in June, as Praedicate Evan-
gelium comes into effect, leaving 
the changes as a legacy for his 
eventual successor. — By Andrea               
Gagliarducci, CNA

VATICAN: Pope Francis is reor-
ganising the Vatican Curia — the 
Church’s administrators and his 
senior staff — and may name new 
cardinals in June. 

Francis’ new apostolic consti-
tution, Praedicate Evangelium 
(Preach the Gospel), issued in 
March, noted that the heads of dicas-
tries and other offices that manage 
the Church need not be ordained. 
This highlighted Francis’ stated aim 
to give “more space” to women in 
the church.  

Most of the important dicastries 
are as a matter of fact headed by 
cardinals. But if any Catholic can 
head a curial office, the question be-
comes, does the title come with the 
job? More importantly, is the title 
needed to do the job? 

If the main duty of a cardinal is to 
be an adviser to the Pope, and there 
is no ordination required, it could 
make sense to restart the tradition of 
lay cardinals and to include women 
in the mix.  

Since the 16th century, cardinals 
have come mostly from the ranks of 
priests and bishops, but this has not 
always been the case.  

Some Spanish and Italian royals 
were created cardinals in the me-
dieval church. More recently, Pope 
Pius IX named the curial lawyer 
Teodolfo Mertel a cardinal, two 
months before ordaining him dea-
con in 1858.   

Mertel was not exactly a lay car-
dinal — he received clerical tonsure, 
a rite just short of ordination, in his 
late 30s — but he remained a car-
dinal deacon for the rest of his life.

As auditor of the papal treasury, 
he oversaw a good part of the Vati-
can's money.

There is even historical evidence 
of female deacons doing much the 
same. A sixth-century inscription 
recalls the Deacon Anna, who, with 
her brother, appears to have served 
as the treasurer of Rome.

Under the 1917 Code of Canon 
Law, however, anyone named car-
dinal was required to be at least a 
priest. The 1983 version of the code 
dictates that in addition to being 
chosen from among men who are 
at least priests, new cardinals are to 
accept ordination as bishops. Ap-
pointing a lay man or woman would 
require a change to, or at least a dis-

pensation from, the law.
Yet in the late 1960s, Pope Paul 

VI considered making the French 
philosopher Jacques Maritain a lay 
cardinal, an idea Maritain himself 
rejected. There is a rumour that 
Mother Teresa turned down Pope 
John Paul II when he asked her to 
become a cardinal. 

So lay and female cardinals are 
not beyond the realm of possibility. 
The question is, would it make any 
difference?  

It would certainly be interesting. 
Lay or deacon cardinals would be 
admitted to the College of Cardi-
nals, which since 1179 has elected 
the next pope. It’s highly unlikely 
a lay or female cardinal would be 
elected the bishop of Rome. 

But Francis has already named 
a layman, former journalist Paolo 
Ruffini, to head the Dicastery for 
Communication, and the Pope’s 
emphasis on the Church’s mission 
of evangelisation signals that his 
choice of personnel — male or fe-
male, married or single, ordained or 
not — depends solely on an ability 
and willingness to do the job within 
that context.

The message of Praedicate Evan-
gelium is that becoming a cardinal is 
secondary and relative only to how 
gaining the title would or would not 
advance the task at hand. That in-
cludes expanding management and 
ministry to laypeople. That also in-
cludes telling the world that women 
are equally talented and capable hu-
man beings.

So, has the time come for female 

cardinals? 
Maybe so, maybe no. But it 

is a new Church. — By Phyllis               
Zagano, NCR

l Phyllis Zagano is senior re-
search associate-in-residence and 
adjunct professor of religion at 
Hofstra University, in Hempstead, 
New York. Her most recent book is 
Women: Icons of Christ.

A wave of new appointments at the Vatican

Will the Vatican be open to 
lay cardinals?

Pope Francis leaves after a consistory to create 14 new cardinals in St Peter’s 
Basilica at the Vatican in this June 28, 2018, file photo. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

Pope Francis with members of the Roman Curia, Dec 23, 2021. (Vatican Media)
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Following the re-election of Emmanuel Ma-
cron as President of France on April 24, the 

president of the French Bishops’ Conference 
says voters made a reasonable choice but noted 
that the results show growing political divisions 
in French society.

Throughout the election campaign, the bish-
ops did not take sides, but they encouraged peo-
ple to vote according to their conscience, in the 
light of the Gospel and Catholic Social Teach-
ing.

In an interview with Vatican Radio following 
the results, the President of the French Catholic 
Bishops Conference, Archbishop Eric de Mou-
lins Beaufort, said that the people of France had 
undoubtedly made a “choice of reason”.

He said the outcome showed that most of 
them had not wanted to venture into the un-
charted territory represented by the election of 

Le Pen, and had rejected some of the measures 
she was proposing.

The Archbishop said what is “worrying for 
the future of our country” is that this election 
result reveals “the growing divisions” within 
France, not merely the geographical ones but 
also perhaps between “the rich and the poor”.

Emmanuel Macron was re-elected with 58 
per cent of the vote, compared with 41 per cent 
for his rival, Marine Le Pen.

In his victory speech, President Macron 
promised to address the deep divisions within 
France, laid bare by the election results.

Macron has become the first incumbent 
president in France in 20 years to be re-elected, 
although his margin of victory was lower than 
in the 2017 race. Addressing supporters after 
his victory, Macron vowed to find answers to 
the “anger and disagreements” that led many 

French people to vote for Le Pen.
He also acknowledged that many people 

voted for him only to prevent his far-right rival 
from winning, and promised to be a president 
for all. Despite her defeat, Le Pen said her sig-
nificant vote share still marked a resounding 
victory. She had campaigned on a platform of 
tax cuts to tackle the spiralling cost of living, a 
ban on wearing the Muslim headscarf in public, 
and a referendum to control immigration.

Turnout was just under 72 per cent, the low-
est in a presidential run-off poll for more than 
50 years, and over three million people cast 
spoilt or blank ballots. (The turnout in the last 
UK General Election in 2019 was 67.3 per cent. 
There were 97,870 spoilt ballots.)

Macron’s re-election was welcomed by Euro-
pean leaders, some of whom had expressed con-
cern about Le Pen’s anti-EU policies. — ICN

Voters made a ‘choice of reason’

The responsibility of a newspaper is not to 
dictate behaviour. During an election pe-

riod, our role is, among other things, to inform 
our readers about the choice before them. 

If it is a question of offering guidance, it is 
in the sense of giving points of reference and 
not of tossing out slogans or instructions. But 
there are times when circumstances require us 
to take a clear and unambiguous position. And 
this is the case today. 

The threat posed by the election of Marine 
Le Pen has led La Croix to endorse Emmanuel 
Macron for the second round of the presi-
dential election. Frankly, this does not come 
without reservations. There is much to be said 
about the record of the incumbent president, 
as well as his future plans. Among the main 
reasons that Catholics say they will not vote 
for him are his support for extending time 

limits for the termination of a pregnancy and 
continuing medically assisted procreation, as 
well as being open to the prospect of legalised 
euthanasia. 

La Croix shares these concerns and will con-
tinue to voice its opposition. But we must be 
clear: on these issues, there is an immense gap 
between the concerns of French society and 
those expressed by the Church and its faithful. 

To limit the reflection solely at this level 
leads to blindness on other essential points. 
Marine Le Pen is a candidate of the extreme 
right. Her programme carries the risk of irrepa-
rable attacks on the balance of power, on reli-
gious freedom and on the elementary princi-
ples of solidarity with the most disadvantaged, 
beginning with the migrants who flee war or 
misery. Her plan is to unify in name only. The 
nationalism that forms the backdrop inevitably 

ends up producing division and violence, as 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine tragically il-
lustrates. 

When war is raging in Europe, there are 
other urgent matters beyond the opening of a 
front with Germany or risking a paralysis of 
the European Union. Le Pen’s affinities link 
her to Donald Trump and Vladimir Putin, de-
clared opponents of the EU. 

Those who are constantly trying to under-
mine the camp of democracy by all means 
would be the first to rejoice at her victory. The 
re-election of Emmanuel Macron would not 
magically make the deep rifts in French socie-
ty disappear. He is no longer the new man who 
burst onto the political scene a few years ago. 
The French know his limitations. They have 
seen his procrastination on ecology, are an-
noyed by his liberalism or his pretension of be-

ing the sole embodiment of the side of reason. 
We have to accept that the re-election of 

an incumbent is rarely a sign of enthusiasm. 
But, in our view, it remains the only desirable 
option. However, it will have to lead to an in-
depth reconstruction of our democratic institu-
tions, particularly the political parties so that 
they oppose each other on healthier lines. 

While La Croix’s position is the same as it 
was in the 2017 election, circumstances have 
changed. Opinion has hardened, the appeal 
of the extremes is stronger, and Catholics are 
no exception. This means we must accept that 
some of our readers will disagree. We have no 
other ambition than to affirm important values 
for life in society and to serve the public debate 
with honesty. — By Jérôme Chapuis, Editor-
in-chief of La Croix (https://international.la-
croix.com/)

Choosing the best among the worst
‘‘La Croix’ endorses Emmanuel Macron for second term as French president

Archbishop Eric de Moulins Beaufort

In the end, Catholics in France voted over-
whelmingly for Emmanuel Macron and 
handed the incumbent president another 

five years to lead their republic.That’s accord-
ing to a survey that the polling firm Ifop car-
ried out for La Croix and its sister weekly, Le 
Pèlerin, immediately after Sunday’s second 
and final round of the 2022 French presiden-
tial election. Macron captured 55 per cent of 
the Catholic vote, but that was three percent-
age points lower than the French population as 
a whole.

The survey showed that Catholics chose the 
incumbent over his far-right challenger Ma-
rine Le Pen in proportion to their commitment 
to practicing their faith. For instance, 45 per 
cent of non-practicing Catholics voted for Le 
Pen. But that fell to 42 per cent for practicing 
Catholics (a level equivalent to the national av-
erage) and to 39 per cent for weekly churchgo-
ers (three points below the average).

If we compare these results with those of the 
same study conducted in 2017 for La Croix 
and Le Pèlerin, we note a progression of the 
Catholic vote for Le Pen, roughly equivalent 
to that of the entire electorate. Five years ago, 
according to the same poll, 34.3 per cent of 
the French voted for her (Le Pen’s final score 
was 33.9 per cent). She got 38 per cent of 
the Catholic vote – 39 per cent of those who 
are non-practicing and 29 per cent of weekly 
Massgoers.

Le Pen was the run-off candidate for the far-
right National Rally (NR) party – formerly the 
National Front (FN) – the last two presidential 
elections.

“For a long time, practicing Catholics rep-
resented the category most resistant to voting 
for the NF, subsequently the NR,” said Jérôme 
Fourquet, director of Ifop’s opinion depart-
ment. 

“This specific characteristic gradually with-
ered and has now disappeared,” he noted.

With 39 per cent of regular churchgoers vot-
ing for Le Pen, they certainly remain about 
three points below the national percentage. 
But the dynamic is strong in this category, up 
10 points in five years.

More broadly, this survey confirms Le Pen’s 
progress among the wealthy conservative 
electorate, said Fourquet.

The Éric Zemmour effect
If we compare these results with those of the 
first round of voting on April 10, we see that 
the effect of Éric Zemmour – Le Pen’s far-
right rival – played a major role in explaining 
the high rate of voting for the extreme right 
among practicing Catholics. Zemmour got 16 
per cent of the vote among practicing Catho-
lics, a much higher score than the seven per 
cent obtained among non-practicing Catholics 
and among all voters.

This extremely identity-based candidate 

clearly campaigned on the basis of conserva-
tive Catholic networks.

This was not the case with Le Pen, who pre-
sented herself as the “people’s candidate” and 
who still generates reluctance among practic-
ing Catholics.

But for Fourquet, the Ifop polling official 
said, this reticence is pretty weak.

“The Éric Zemmour vote served as a chan-
nel to bring practicing Catholic voters to the 
extreme right. They went on to vote for Le Pen 
in the second round,” he pointed out.

Another finding of the new survey is that 
Muslims who had voted overwhelmingly 
in the first round for the far-right candidate          
Jean-Luc Mélenchon (69 per cent) voted on 
Sunday in even greater numbers (85 per cent) 
for Macron.

“The Catholic vote is marked by a wide 
diversity, the Muslim vote is very homogene-
ous,” said Fourquet.

But he said those who cast a ballot for Le 
Pen did so less as a vote for the far right than 
a vote “against Macron, the candidate of the 
rich”.

Between the two categories of Catholic and 
Muslim, the Protestant vote reflects a rela-
tive diversity, with a clear majority of 65 per 
cent for Macron, but a Le Pen vote that has 
increased by two points in five years, from 33 
per cent to 35 per cent. — By Bernard Gorce, 
LCI  (https://international.la-croix.com)

French Catholics rebuff  far-right 
Le Pen, help re-elect Macron

The more one practices the Catholic faith, the more one votes for Emmanuel Macron and the 
less one votes for Marine Le Pen, according to an Ifop poll for La Croix and Le Pèlerin. (LCI 
photo/Andriano via Stock Adobe)
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KANPUR, India: As soon as the Synod on 
Synodality 2021-2023 was announced the 
Indian Catholic Forum (ICF) was among the 
first off the blocks. It organised an online sur-
vey in English, using Google Forms.
It was an attempt to gauge the pulse of the 
people, the Vox Populi or Sensus Fidei (sense 
of the faithful) that the Synod earnestly seeks. 
This Sense of the Faithful needed an atmos-
phere free from fear of retribution for speaking 
out. It was for this reason, as also COVID-19 
related restrictions that the ICF opted for an 
online survey that guaranteed confidentiality.

The Forum itself is a loose knit grouping of 
laity, clergy and religious that is committed to 
the reform and renewal of the Catholic Church 
as envisaged by Vatican II and now being re-
iterated by Pope Francis and his synodal path.

Every methodology has its advantages and 
disadvantages. While confidentiality was a 
major plus point, the language (English) and 
online access was a minus point, limiting the 
number of respondents to a particular class of 
educated, tech savvy, English speaking peo-
ple. The Survey had a total of 72 questions 
with seven options each, a total of over 500 
options, enough to deter the faint hearted. We 
need to bear this in mind while analysing the 
results of the survey.

It was divided into three major sections: A. 
Respondent’s Profile B. Respondent’s Value/ 
Belief system and C. The Questionnaire. This 
last had eight sections. Each question had to 
be answered on a scale of zero to five with an 
additional option of “Unable to answer”, for 
those unfamiliar with the question/issue. This 
system, though complex, ensured not just con-
fidentiality, but also objectivity and a scientific 
approach avoiding the Yes/ No binary.

A. Respondent’s Profile
As mentioned, the form and its methodology 
limited the respondents to a particular segment 
of the Church. Sixty-two per cent of them 
were male and 66 per cent were in the 51 plus 
age band. Again, 65 per cent were post gradu-
ates or its equivalent. 74 per cent were laity, 12 
percent clergy, 18 per cent religious, with one 
bishop thrown in.

Among the laity, 73 per cent were married 
and 31 per cent had a monthly family income 
exceeding 100,000 rupees (RM5,700). Among 
the married, 94 per cent had a Catholic spouse, 
79 per cent belonged to the Latin Rite, 11 per 
cent to the Syro-Malabar Rite, and surpris-
ingly 10 per cent said that they didn’t know to 
which Rite they belonged.

This profile is not reflective of the composi-
tion of the community of whom 99 per cent are 
laity, while the numbers of educated and finan-
cially sound are disproportionately high. We 
need to critically examine the survey findings 
in this light that the respondents are an elite 
section of the community, thereby influencing 
their choices. We can also look at it positive-
ly that this is an enlightened and committed 
group concerned about the Church.

B. Value/Belief System
This would help us better understand the re-
sponses. An overwhelming 83 per cent said 
that they attend the Sunday liturgy regularly 
and 94 per cent always received Communion. 
Eighty-nine per cent said that they participated 
out of love for God and neighbour, while two 
per cent admitted going out of fear of going to 
Hell if they didn’t!

Despite this religious fervour, only 29 per 
cent said that they frequented the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation (Confession) with 20 per 
cent saying that they had stopped the practice. 
Eighty-seven per cent believed in the Sacra-
ment of Matrimony as an eternal and exclu-
sive bond. Though 72 per cent believed that 
the non-baptised would not go to Hell, a sig-
nificant seven per cent was still packing them 
off to damnation. 92 per cent claimed to pray 
daily, while 54 per cent meditated on the Bible 
every day.

On the social front 72 per cent said that they 
always exercised their franchise in elections, 
75 per cent said that they had played the Good 
Samaritan during the COVID-19 pandemic 
and a surprisingly high 85 per cent claimed not 
to use plastic disposables and carrying their 
own shopping bags. These responses would 
indicate that the respondents are good Chris-
tians and responsible citizens. On the other 
hand, it could mean that they were just ticking 
the right boxes.

C. Questionnaire
The questions had to be answered on a scale 
of 0 – 5 depending on the level of agreement. 
There was also the “Unable to answer” option. 
The mean of 0 – 5 is 2.5. Since these questions 
are impersonal there seems to be more forth-
rightness in answering them.

1. About the Synod
The awareness level was 2.9 (against the 
mean of 2.5), but the satisfaction level with 
the preparations for the Synod was lower 
at 1.9, with 24 per cent unable to answer. If 
they were clubbed with the mean it would 
drop to less than one, indicating very poor 
preparation for the Synod. Would one’s 
voice be heard in the Synod; the response 
was less than two with 15 per cent unable to 
answer. Hence at the primary level itself the 
organisers of the Synod need to sit up and 
take notice.

2. Spiritual Catechetical Issues
Satisfaction with the reform and renewal 
after Vatican II was 2.3. Awareness level 
of contemporary church documents was 
2.5. Nevertheless, propounding of Vatican 
II teachings in Sunday sermons was a very 
low 1.3, as was faith formation and adult 
catechesis at 1.8. Marriage preparation 
scored slightly higher at 2.4. The fraternal 
relationship between clergy/ laity envisaged 
by Vatican II was a dismal 1.6. The attitude 
towards inter faith marriages was slightly 
higher at 2.2. The bottom line is that in its 
primary duty of teaching and sharing the 
faith, the Church has failed miserably.

3. Parish Level Issues
Satisfaction with parish councils/finance 
committees is at 2.0, yet 3.6 want such “ad-
visory’ bodies to be made mandatory, with 
decision making powers. Despite its huge 
investment in education the satisfaction 
levels are just above par. Health and social 
welfare services are lower at 2.2 each. Af-
fluent members helping the less fortunate 
is also below par at 2.3. Woman’s status in 
the church is at 2.5. Despite another huge 
investment in youth organisations their pre-
paredness for life is just 1.9. Finding suit-
able marriage partners within the commu-
nity is problematic at 2.8. Overall, there is a 
strident call for a more participatory church, 
which is what the Synod is all about.
4. Diocesan Level 
As we go higher in the church hierarchy, sat-
isfaction levels dip alarmingly. Just 2.4 see 
bishops as a caring elder, while 3.7 see them 
as ceremonial heads. Only 1.3 are satisfied 
with participation in pastoral planning. 3.7 
believe that they should be involved in the 
selection of bishops and 3.9 expect them 
to be transferred every 10 years. 3.7 want 
the minimum age for aspirants to the priest-
hood and religious life to be raised to 21 
and 3.1 feel that the canonical provision of 
seeking “dispensation” from the bishop for 
an inter-faith marriage should be abolished. 
The writing is on the wall.
5. National Level
As we go up, satisfaction levels plummet 
further. Just 2.1 are satisfied with the func-
tioning of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
of India and 2.0 with the Apostolic Nuncia-
ture. There is also a high degree of ignorance 
about how these august bodies function. 
There is an urgent need to improve transpar-
ency and accountability through a Right to 
Information (RTI) system that scores a high 
4.1. The need for Grievance Redressal Cells 
and Arbitration Boards is even higher at 4.4, 
and 4.3 want a computerised automatic re-
cording system as in Government offices or 
Customer Care Services for acknowledge-
ment of correspondence/complaints. Ac-
countability and transparency are indeed the 
need of the hour.
6. Social Issues
Acceptance of Dalit Christians (of Sched-
uled Caste origin) is at 2.8 and for Tribals 
slightly higher at 3.1. At the same time 3.1 
feel that Dalit Christians are still margin-
alised in general society which is why 4.4 
support the demand for them to get Govern-

ment facilities on par with Dalits of other 
religions. As a community we fare well on 
the inter-religious front at 3.4, though on the 
ecumenical front we are a bit lower at 2.9. 
We seem irresponsible when it comes to 
the environment with 3.4 still using plastic/ 
thermocole disposables. Collective efforts 
to grow more trees are at 2.6. Our adapta-
tion to local culture/ language is reasonably 
good at 3.3, but our social involvement 
through civic affairs, politics, trade unions, 
human rights etc. is below par at 1.9. We are 
still an insulated, isolated church, not fully 
integrated into society.
7. Moral/Ethical Issues
Here views are expressed very strongly and 
often at divergence from official church 
teaching. Consultation with the laity on 
moral issues that affect them like marriage, 
divorce, annulment, family planning and 
sexual ethics score a low 1.3. Agreement 
with Natural Family Planning (NFP) is at 
2.5 (bearing in mind the upper age profile 
of the respondents) though assistance for 
the same is much lower at 1.6. Automatic 
ex-communication of a woman procuring 
an abortion is not acceptable at 1.4, while 
there is strong support for Divorced and 
Remarried Catholics being admitted to 
Holy Communion at 4.4. In a clerically 
dominated church it seems to be terribly 
out of sync with the aspirations of the peo-
ple. The fissures are visible and will in-
crease with time.

8. Universal Issues
The Survey went beyond the social and 
parochial to address issues that impact the 
universal church. 3.4 felt that it had be-
come more Roman (Europeanised) than 
Catholic (universal). A high 4.5 wanted 
strong lay representation at all levels of the 
synodal process. Clerical sex abuse cases 
have had a disastrous effect on the church 
say 4.0, and an even higher 4.5 agree with 
Pope Francis’ oft repeated statement that 
clericalism (complete domination by the 
clergy) is the biggest scourge in the church. 
Yet only 1.4 feels that his personal lifestyle 
(small car, small rooms) has had any im-
pact on an obdurate and ostentatious cler-
gy/ hierarchy/religious. Similarly, just 1.4 
agrees that religious leaders do indeed have 
the “smell of the sheep”. 

This is disconcerting which is why hard-
ly 1.8 agrees that the mere transfer of errant 
bishops/priests involved in major financial 
scandals or sexual abuse is adequate jus-
tice. The findings of this Survey should be 
translated into law opine 4.1 and 3.1 say it 
should lead to the convening of Vatican III. 
Support for women’s ordination stands at 
3.1 and for married clergy at 2.8. Decen-
tralisation of Vatican offices on the lines 
of the UN finds strong support at 4.1. It is 
hoped that these universal issues will be 
find an echo in different parts of the world.

Conclusion
The detailed report has already been sent to 
the Synod Secretariat at the Vatican and has 
been duly acknowledged. It has also been 
sent to several others involved in the Synodal 
process. It is hoped that this mammoth exer-
cise in the reform and renewal of the Catholic 
Church to make it one of Communion, Par-
ticipation and Mission, as envisaged by the 
Synod’s preparatory documents will bear 
fruit. — mattersindia.com

People pulse on 
Synod of  SynodalityFor a synodal Church

communion l participation l mission
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In 2005, when the Archdiocese 
of Kuala Lumpur celebrated her 
Golden Jubilee, the HERALD 

researched and published the his-
tory and heritage of almost all the 
parishes in the archdiocese. Along 
with these, critical milestones in 
the history of the archdiocese were 
also laid out. 

To deepen our understand-
ing and experience of these, the 
Kuala Lumpur Catholic Museum 
(KLCM) team embarked on a road 
trip to explore the heritage of the 
churches and communities in the 
Negeri district. Our objectives 
were threefold:

1) To deepen our experience and 
sense of history of the parishes
2) To meet with the parish priests 
and heritage representatives in 
the parish
3) To explore and collect rele-

vant artefacts for restoration and 
exhibition in the museum.
The team comprised of Janet Tee 

(Museum Curator), Bala Lawrence 
(in-charge of Collection and Docu-

mentation of artefacts), Helen and 
Roy Chua and Hilary Narcis (in-
charge of Research and Develop-
ment). Our journey stretched over 
three day from March 23 - 25.

The team visited the Church of 
St Theresa, Nilai (1935) and 

the Church of St Aloysius, Mantin 
(1901). Fr Christopher Soosaipillai, 
who is in charge of both these parish-
es, met us in Nilai. He introduced us 
to the parishioners who would be the 
liaison for heritage matters. There 
were also some valuable artefacts 
that were worthy of exhibition in the 
museum. At St Aloysius, Fr Chris-
topher donated a few artefacts for 
possible use in the museum. These 

included liturgical vestments, sacred 
vessels and old prayer books. 

The next parish, the Church of the 
Visitation, Seremban (1848), is the 
oldest church in the archdiocese. It 
has an impressive history. This is re-
flected in the pride of the parish in 
wanting to preserve her heritage. The 
history of the parish is recorded on 
the website and, in the parish hall, a 
makeshift exhibition of her artefacts 
were on display. Fr Xavier Andrew 
welcomed the team and gave a guid-
ed tour of the parish which included 

the collection of artefacts, which he 
will consider sharing with the muse-
um, if there are duplicates. Fr Xavier 
also linked us with his members who 
will liaise with KLCM. Through Fr 
Xavier, Fr Naden, who is involved 
with the Orang Asli community, 
also shared information regarding 
this tribal community through vari-
ous books and articles. The Orang 
Asli of the Mantra tribe were the 
first targeted for evangelisation by 
the French missionaries in Negeri 
Sembilan.

The team met at the southernmost 
parish in the archdiocese, Church 

of St John Vianney Tampin. This 
parish sits exactly on the boundary 
between Negeri Sembilan and Mel-
aka and has an interesting history. 
Although recorded in the church di-
rectory as being established in 1956, 
the heritage team of Tampin shared 
newspaper clippings of the church’s 
official dedication and blessing by 
Bishop Adrian Duval in 1935. In 
that same article, it was mentioned 
that there were already pockets of 
Catholic communities in 1912, who 
gathered for Mass at one of the 
homes. Tribute was also given to Fr 
Finian da Silva (1923) who worked 
hard to raise funds to build Tampin’s 
first chapel, the Chapel of St Philom-
ena. This building still stands in the 
church compound and is used occa-
sionally for Masses. In July 1966, the 

name was changed to Church of St 
John Vianney. Fr Albet Arockiasamy 
and his team shared the story and 
heritage with enthusiasm. The team 
suggested to Fr Albet to repair and re-
store the original chapel building as it 
showed signs of dilapidation. It was 
truly a beautiful chapel in its heyday 
and attracted hundreds of pilgrims on 
the feast day of St Philomena.  

After Tampin, the team headed to 
Bahau, located in east Negeri Sem-
bilan, close to the Pahang border. 
Bahau is a quiet and unassuming 
town, originally populated by Chi-
nese settlers who came looking for 
tin ore and then ventured into plan-
tation. Michael Chew, a leader from 
the Church of Mary, Mother of God 
(1974), gave a brief history of the 
parish. The church was established 
by priests from Kuala Pilah. Its kin-
dergarten, established in 1980, had 
a reputation of forming many young 

residents of Bahau, giving them a 
good start in their academic journey. 
The church currently sits on railway 
land and may face eviction at any 
time. With foresight, the late Fr Leo 
Chang procured a five-acre piece of 
land within the township, for con-
struction of a new church when the 
time comes. 

Bahau was famously known for 
its agricultural settlement during the 
Japanese Occupation. The Chinese 
Catholic community, and the Eura-
sians from Singapore, were forced 
to repatriate to Bahau due to the 
scarcity of food in Singapore dur-
ing World War II. Among them were 
Bishop Adrian Deval, a few MEP 
priests, and religious brothers and 
sisters. There, they faced hardships 
like manual labour, shortage of food 
and more. Many died due to malaria. 
Bishop Adrian Deval himself died 
from a fatal leg infection. 

We headed to the Church of 
the Immaculate Conception, 

Port Dickson (1902). where Fr Jes-
tus Pereira and his team welcomed 
the KLCM team. After a round table 
sharing on the church, we visited one 
of the chapels at an Orang Asli kam-
pung. At the home, which acts as a 
Mass centre, the family welcomed 
us with generous hospitality and lat-
er provided snacks and drinks. Back 
at the parish, Fr Jestus and his team 
gave a tour of the church and shared 
potential artefacts for the KLCM. In 
the church was a proud display of a 
relic of the true wood of the Cross.

The three days spent on the road 
visiting these churches were truly 

enriching. We were glad to see the 
enthusiasm of the priests and their 
parishioners sharing their history and 
heritage. As for the museum team, 
we were happy to make contact with 
the various representatives for future 
collaboration. Most importantly, we 
managed to collect some artefacts 
and identified other possible exhibits 
in these parishes. Thus, our objec-
tives were fully met.

The next road trip will be in May, 
to the Central District parishes, with 
the Cathedral of St John the Evan-
gelist (1888) as the second oldest 
parish in the archdiocese. Our objec-
tives remain the same, and hopefully 
we find the same enthusiasm and 
passion for their history and heritage. 

It is our intention to make this 
a people’s museum. Thus, we en-
courage participation from the 
faithful — share your stories 
linked to our Church’s history and 
any old photographs and artefacts 
you may have. 

We especially welcome talent 
to join our mission – people with 
good research, writing and editing 
skills; people with strong media 
experience to help set up a media 
presence and people who are pas-
sionate about our history and herit-
age and want to contribute in any 
way they can. 

Please contact us at klcatholic-
museum@archkl.org or WhatsApp 
to 012 5251501 / 012 231 2546. 

Tracing the history and 
heritage of  ArchKLWhen public Masses resume, some may not return. The number of 

Catholics away from church has been growing. Has the pandemic 
accelerated that number? From a personal experience though, sometimes 
being outside allows us to see what is truly inside. This is not to justify stay-
ing away but to give hope to those who find themselves away. 

I am happy to share my life story which, through the many blessed in-
terventions of the Holy Spirit, became my faith story. I grew up a devout 
Catholic through the usual route — being an altar server and praying the 
Rosary under the forceful watch of my grandmother. I had also wanted to 
live in a juniorate to be a religious brother. It was from this foundation that 
I unexpectedly slipped and drifted away for 15 years. 

I relate well to the parable of the Prodigal Son. On my journey while I 
was out, I squandered the rich inheritance of my Catholic faith. Looking 
back and mapping these events, I realise that Our Father had always been 
watching over me. I may have left Him, but He never left me. His generos-
ity went further and affirmed me in a very special way. He honoured my 
bad times by bestowing on me the privilege to start Landings – a minis-
try welcoming returning Catholics – in Southeast Asia. You need a thief to 
catch a thief.

Adult life did not start well. After three attempts at ‘A’ levels, I still failed 
at getting into university. Against all odds, I tripped at the first hurdle. I was 
so low on self-esteem that I abandoned my friends. I became even more 
fervent in prayer, desperately accepting Jesus as my only friend. In fear I 
prayed, “This world is too big for me. Show me the way”. My only friend 
answered. 

I miraculously got a job in foreign exchange, an industry I am in till now. 
The miracles surrounding it are for another sharing. Here my life was made 
and lost, though I have come to realise that we are never lost and every 
experience in life, good as well as bad, will always be used by the Spirit to 
bear fruit. I am 61 now and my life has come full circle, qualifying me to 
testify.

With money, youthful energy, and health, who needs God? The tempta-
tions of the entertainment world were beckoning. Hurting my own parents, 
I left the kampung to live in a city apartment. We were poor and my parents 
could not understand why I was being so prodigal. Like the Prodigal Son, I 
focused only on self, wanting more. 

The parties were good. I was getting very good at drinking. There were 
no hardships, nothing to prompt me to kneel and pray. Happiness was no 
longer in God. Happiness was a pint of beer away. I drifted from my faith 
life. It was hanging on a thread; only the promise I made my mother that I 
would always go for Sunday Mass. Being physically there, but spiritually 
absent, I was like the elder son in the parable. Lost inside church. 

In the parable, the father allowed his son to leave. Stopping him would 
only distance their relationship. God’s love includes our complete freedom 
to choose, even if our choices meant leaving the Church. His love accom-
panies us through every consequence of our choices. He waits to be seen, 
for us to respond to His call to come back. When we do return, we are met 
with an embrace and a brushing away of the bad things we did. His love is 
never judgmental, only welcoming.

And so, it was. My first confession in many years was such. My fear 
to return was exaggerated. It took me three weeks to make it. The first at-
tempt was spent doing a recce, checking queues as I was embarrassed to be 
seen, trying to find the fastest priest. The second time, I bravely went but 
chickened out. The third time, I entered the confessional with a written list 
to confess. It happened as I closed the door. I was overwhelmed, breaking 
down, unable to speak. In between sobs, I heard the gentle voice, “It is OK, 
your sins are forgiven”. I was embraced, my prepared list not needed. 

I was 40 when I heard my call. I was well set up with a good job and 
a young family. But I was going mental with a work and life routine that 
had fallen into what I then perceived as a meaningless cycle. It was in this 
emptiness that I heard the faint echoes of God’s call. My life felt unfulfilled. 
I began searching for the meaning and purpose of life. 

It has been 20 years since my journey back. It began with involvement 
in the RCIA and led eventually to Landings. Often along the way, I would 
ask God, “Why me?” Less educated in the eyes of the world, my experi-
ences in life were in the grayer shades. Then, in an encounter with a return-
ing Catholic, he asked and was surprised when I said yes to meeting him 
in a bar. I needed to drink a bottle of whisky to discuss God. The Spirit 
used something I was good at. We finished the bottle, and he was back in 
Church. God blesses every life experience by making each fruitful. 

My experiences with returning Catholics are very affirming. When they 
return, they come back with a purpose. Their lived experiences with God 
outside the traditional boundaries of how we define ‘church’ leaves them 
with a deep conviction and a strong fervour to go on to live a faith life of 
meaning and purpose. 

Sometimes, it is in being outside that we find what is truly inside.

Being outside to find 
what is truly inside

The KL Catholic Museum team with Fr Jestus Pereira and the Orang Asli.

Tony See, currently based in Bangkok, 
is coordinator for Landings in south-
east Asia. His pastoral work has 
accompanied many returning Catholics 
to rediscover God in their daily life in 
Singapore and Malaysia. 

rumiNatioNs

Day One

Day Two

Day Three
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The Post Pandemic Man
The purpose of this talk is to share in-

formally the impact that I experienced 
from the pandemic and how I responded 
to this impact. It is not meant to prescribe 
one particular way of response, since all 
our lives have their own particularities and 
we have to respond creatively, based on the 
uniqueness of our circumstances and re-
spective roles. 

Like everybody else, my first worry was 
financial in nature, since I have had no other 
source of income except from the aposto-
late activities that I have been running for 
the past years, the income from these ac-
tivities have supported my family and my 
mission companions. I had to find creative 
ways to sustain myself, my family, and my 
mission community by looking for ways to 
tide over. One way was to explore platforms 
for online entrepreneurship by selling little 
things that could inspire people’s faith but 
which were cheap enough for people to buy. 

The other way was to look for avenues to 
make short-term investments with average 
returns to provide sufficient cash flow. I was 
also concerned for the financial predica-
ments suffered by people around me. I tried 
to use as much of my financial resources as 
possible to help families that were suffer-
ing and to support the business endeavours 
of friends who were trying to survive. The 
lesson that I learned from this experience is 
that we cannot take God’s financial provi-
dence for granted. All that we have comes 
from God, and we have to be good stewards 
of His gifts and resources. 

My next concern was how to sustain my-
self, my family, and my family spiritually, 
since we were in a major lockdown and 
there were no sacraments accessible. I did 

not want my family to be watching Masses 
celebrated online because I wanted to avoid 
a possible misperception that we were actu-
ally participating in Masses just because we 
were watching them in front of the televi-
sion. But I made it a point to keep talking to 
my family, especially my young son, about 
God and about the Church. When there 
were opportunities and requests, I brought 
the Eucharist from the Church to people’s 
homes, prayed with them, gave them an op-
portunity to adore the Blessed Sacrament, 
and gave them communion.

 I devoted many days to this work during 
the worst parts of the pandemic. I did this 
for my family as well. I also spent a lot of 
time reflecting and praying to discern what 
God was saying to us/me about the pan-
demic. The lesson I learnt from this is the 
importance of spiritual discernment in rec-
ognising God’s timing and guidance when 
responding to crises. 

The other worry was about my role as 
a deacon as well as a teacher of the faith. 
Being very much in touch with the people, 
I was concerned when many of them ex-
pressed how they were missing the Eucha-
rist. I discussed it with the parish priest and 
received his blessing to bring the Eucha-
rist from door to door. Standing outside 
the gates of people’s homes (sometimes 
in the hot sun, and sometimes in the rain), 
people would adore the Blessed Sacrament 
as I held the monstrance up before them. I 
would usually end with the Benediction and 
gave them Communion if they asked for it. 

The other aspect that many people were 
missing was the breaking of the Word. In 
immediate response to this need, I wrote a 
few booklets of about 5,000 words each and 

started disseminating them in soft copy, so 
that people could read them and be uplifted. 
These booklets were meant to guide them 
on how to keep themselves spiritually alive 
through the pandemic. I also began several 
series of faith formations using online plat-
forms, beginning with YouTube. I started 
teaching the Catholic faith systematically 
by producing an ongoing series of monthly 
videos uploaded onto an e-learning inter-
face. I also started conducting monthly re-
flections on the mysteries of the Holy Ro-
sary using Zoom. 

For the parish, I organised RCIA lessons 
and also monthly faith formation for BEC 
coordinators, through Zoom. In addition to 
that, I spent an intensive two months writ-
ing an entire catechetical book for parents 
at home, so that they could study it and 
teach the faith to their children. The book is 
an expansion of the Malaysian Catechetical 
Series and covers topics in greater detail. 
This book is now a standard text for our 
catechism ministry and is also used for the 
RCIA. In addition to that, I spent several 
hours every week meeting people online to 
listen to their problems and gave counsel to 
the best of my ability. 

As a deacon and a brother in the faith to 
people in our Catholic community, another 
lesson I learned from this pandemic was 
that it is important to look outside ourselves 
and to be available to love and reach peo-
ple, even during troubled times. We need to 

find practical ways to do something using 
the talents and resources that God has given 
us. 

Another aspect which I think was a chal-
lenge for many during the pandemic was 
the relationships in our families. Being in 
lockdown meant that we had to share con-
fined spaces with one another, and bear with 
one another’s habits. This unprecedented 
proximity meant that we got agitated more 
easily, and because of the stress of change 
and adjustment, family members were more 
sensitive and edgy. 

On top of that, I realised that my eleven-
year-old son was watching me around the 
clock because there was nowhere else for 
me or him to go! He was scrutinising how I 
was responding to the pandemic and wheth-
er I was living a good and responsible life. 
This challenged me to constantly examine 
the example that I was to my son. Our time 
together also meant that we had ample op-
portunity for fruitful conversations about 
his life, his development, his faith, and 
about the world and life in general. I am 
certain that he appreciated our time together 
over the two years. 

The critical lesson I have learned from 
this aspect of the pandemic was that as a 
husband and a father, as well as a son and a 
brother, I must intentionally and conscious-
ly be the leader of my household, and that 
this obligation is especially important dur-
ing critical times in the life of my family. 

Practical versus Theoretical
~ Part 2 ~

As a child progresses through the 
Psychosocial stages of Autonomy 
versus Shame and Doubt, a delicate 

balance of encouragement and support ac-
companied with guidance and protection, 
are necessary. Consistent and calm dis-
cipline will help your child by creating a 
feeling of safety, knowing their limits and 
learning to self-regulate. 

Therefore, as we move on to the next de-
velopmental stage of Initiative versus Guilt, 
bear in mind that, during this stage, a ru-
dimentary conscience emerges for children 
regulating their initiative and imagination.  
Thus, behaviour is guided by the concept 
of “right” and “wrong” as spelt out by par-
ents. The perfect word for this stage of your 
child’s life is “exploration”. 

Pirate ships, tea parties with dolls, and 
imaginary friends, are all indicative of this 
stage where children tend to slowly move 
away from depending totally on parents and 
start exploring the world around them. This 
imaginative exploration and experiences 
are often outside the realm of a child’s 
current reality and when discouraged and 
accompanied by disapproval, they can be-
come overly dependent on others and even 
result in feelings of guilt. 

At this stage of your three to five-year 
olds, phrases like “I can do it!” and “look 
what I did!” become commonplace for your 
ears as parents and caregivers. Furthermore, 
the all-inclusive question of “why?” be-
comes routine as well. Therefore, “be mer-
ciful toward their iniquities, and remember 
their sins no more” (Hebrews 8:12), while 
being mindful that the experiences that lend 
themselves to these exclamations and ques-
tions are crucial to the development of a 

healthy child. 
According to psychosocial theorist Er-

ickson, this third developmental stage of 
your child’s life, Initiative versus Guilt, is 
a crisis stage where kids need to asset their 
power and control over their environment 
to develop a sense of accomplishment and 
purpose. This leads to a stronger sense of 
independence and a healthy self-image for 
the child. Therefore, be gentle in the re-
sponses to the curious pre-schoolers. 

As parents and caregivers, it is vital at 
this stage to encourage, and even foster, ex-
ploration and imagination. A mum and dad 
who sit down to a pretend tea party and don 
silly hats are actually reinforcing the child’s 
sense of initiative and independence while 
expanding the child’s developmental hori-
zons.  

However, no matter what sort of play is 
initiated, help your child make appropriate 
decisions in their play, balancing the need 
for exploration within a secure setting. 
Navigating successfully at this stage will 
produce children who are trusting, autono-
mous and a child or children with a sense 
of purpose and initiative.  Therefore, “even 
if one is caught in some fault, you who are 
spiritual must restore such a one in a spirit 
of gentleness” (Galatians 6:1). 

So, how do we parent positively? First-
ly, use language your child understands to 
explain the “why” behind your limitations 

and rules. Secondly, allow the child to make 
messes in his/her exploration. Show interest 
in whatever they are creating or pretending 
with and play along. Thirdly, be consistent 
in your discipline as this will form a sense 
of security as your pre-schooler explores 
his/her world. Finally, keep your sense of 
humour and enjoy this stage of your child’s 
life. 

As Christians, we know that the Lord 
does not want us to focus on a set of rig-
id rules, styles and procedures but to seek 
Him and ask for His presence and guidance 
in our role as parents when “my iniqui-
ties have gone over my head, like a heavy 
burden, they are too heavy for me to bear” 
(Psalm 38:4). 

In every stage of your child/children’s 
life, a new miracle of vigour unfolds which 
constitutes new hope and a new responsibil-
ity for parents and carers. This fourth stage 
of Industry versus Inferiority is a stage 
where your child begins his/her personal 
journey. This journey is about an adven-
ture into learning, understanding, mastering 
skills and gaining new knowledge. At the 
core of these new experiences, your child 
(5-12 years of age) attempts to master a 
world of new information. 

Industry versus Inferiority is all about 
enthusiasm and where imagination is con-
tinually expanding for children at this stage.  
Therefore, as parent and caregiver, the key is 
remembering that this is an intellectual and 
emotional journey for your child whereby 
he/she is learning their place in the world.  
Questions such as “do I matter?” and “am I 
as important as those around me?” will pop 
up for parents and carers. The safety and 
security of the child here is emotional vali-
dation. Supporting your child by allowing 

them to work through their failures is vital. 
We are aware that many biblical leaders too 
failed but did not dwell on their failures, 
they picked up and moved on. So, be your 
child’s strength and do an Isaiah 41:10 “you 
are not alone… do not fear I am here…I 
will strengthen you”.  This emotional vali-
dation gives your child the permission to 
continue learning new intellectual skills 
without fear of rejection. So, show your 
child how to properly process emotion by 
your ability to control reactions and solve 
issues. Kids learn just by watching. How-
ever, the risks at this stage of their lives are 
new experiences such as preschool, school, 
peers and other adults that bring new types 
of pressure. 

The key here is being heard by all, espe-
cially by parents and carers. Failure in be-
ing heard results in confusion, frustration 
and even anger for the child. Therefore, be 
patient, understanding and guide in creating 
a strong message that, what your child is 
feeling and thinking has value and purpose. 
Through this, your child will learn to cope 
with new social and academic demands and 
gain a sense of grounding. Just as you “seek 
the Lord and His strength; seek His pres-
ence continually” (1 Chronicals 16:11), al-
low your child to seek security, safety and 
strength in unconditional love. 

A search for sense and self for personal 
identity will be discussed in the next article, 
the fifth stage of a child’s life  Identity ver-
sus Role confusion… to be continued.

l Christine Fernandez is a social worker, 
counsellor, chaplain, parent and grand-
parent. She would love to hear your par-
enting stories. Do drop her a line at:                                               
chris55sebi65@yahoo.com.au

Purposeful 
Parenting

Christine Fernandez

The Catholic Men’s Group of the Malacca Johore 
Diocesan Commission for Family, Laity and Life, 
organised a webinar entitled ‘The Post Pandemic 
Man’. The presenter, Deacon Prof Dr Sherman 
Kuek, shares a summary of his talk presented on                         
April 24, 2022.
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“Please, please, let us not get used to war! 
Let us all commit ourselves to implor-

ing peace, from our balconies and in our 
streets! Peace!” Thus proclaimed Pope Fran-
cis in his Easter message Urbi et Orbi (“To the 
City and the World”). 

“May the leaders of nations hear people’s 
plea for peace,” he urged. “May they listen 
to that troubling question posed by scientists 
almost 70 years ago: ‘Shall we put an end to 
the human race, or shall mankind renounce 
war?’” (see: “Russell-Einstein Manifesto” 
https://bit.ly/3L8lQgj).

To the detriment of our world, leaders of 
nations ignore this sobering common-sense 
question.

Nation after nation continues to pour mon-
ey into war-making and war preparation. Ac-
cording to the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute, world governments are 
now spending a combined total of $2 trillion 
(RM8.7 trillion) per year on their militaries. 
With just a fraction of that amount of money, 
we could eliminate world poverty and hunger. 

In his Easter message to the world, Pope 
Francis also highlights the cry of all the “chil-
dren who suffer throughout our world: those 

dying of hunger or lack of medical care, those 
who are victims of abuse and violence, and 
those denied the right to be born” (see: https://
bit.ly/3vavDg0). 

Greed, power, nationalism, political influ-
ence given to weapons corporations, rationali-
sation, careers and selfish political strategising 
are among the illogical and immoral reasons 
that war and war preparation continues.

Furthermore, the nine nations that possess 
nuclear weapons continue to spend additional 
money to modernise their nuclear arsenal. For 
instance, the US is in the process of a waste-
ful, dangerous 30-year modernisation plan 
costing more than $1.7 trillion (RM7.4 tril-
lion).

Pope Francis has declared that even pos-
sessing nuclear weapons is immoral! Yet 
most Catholics – both laity and clergy – re-
main unmoved by the leader of the Catholic 

Church’s denunciation of even having nuclear 
weapons.

Thus, the major reason that world lead-
ers are not listening to the highly moral call 
to nonviolent peace-making and multilateral 
nuclear disarmament is because most citizens 
are silent. It is a sad and dangerous example 
of the “culture of indifference” Pope Francis 
continues to warn against. 

One of the notable exceptions to this un-
holy silence is Archbishop John Wester, who 
leads the Archdiocese of Santa Fe in New 
Mexico. He recently wrote a pastoral letter 
titled “Living in the Light of Christ’s Peace: 
A Conversation Toward Nuclear Disarma-
ment” in which he states “Pope Francis has 
made clear statements about the immorality 
of possessing nuclear weapons, moving the 
Church from past conditional acceptance of 
‘deterrence’ to the moral imperative of aboli-

tion” (see: https://archdiosf.org/living-in-the-
light-of-christs-peace). 

And it is worth noting, that inspiring, Gos-
pel-centred, active nonviolent organisations 
like Pace e Bene/Campaign Nonviolence (see: 
https://paceebene.org/campaign-nonviolence) 
and the Franciscan Action Network (see: 
https://franciscanaction.org/issues/peace-
making/) are  helping to build a world free of 
nuclear weapons and of all forms of violence.  

But we still have a long dangerous way to 
go. The insanity continues. War, war prepara-
tion – including nuclear annihilation prepara-
tion – continues unabated. 

And so, the troubling question posed by sci-
entists almost 70 years ago, and raised again 
by Pope Francis in his Easter message to the 
world remains before us: ‘Shall we put an end 
to the human race, or shall mankind renounce 
war?’”

Concluding his Easter message on a hope-
ful and challenging note, our Holy Father 
says, “Faced with the continuing signs of 
war, as well as the many painful setbacks to 
life, Jesus Christ, the victor over sin, fear and 
death, exhorts us not to surrender to evil and 
violence. Brothers and sisters, may we be won 
over by the peace of Christ! Peace is possible; 
peace is a duty; peace is everyone’s primary 
responsibility!”

l Tony Magliano is an internationally 
syndicated Catholic social justice and 
peace columnist. He can be reached at                           
tmag6@comcast.net. 

Let us not get used to war!
Making a 
Difference
Tony Magliano

Fear of  missing out

Nuclear bomb. (Vatican News photo)

It’s hard for a child to have to go to bed in 
the middle of an evening when the rest 
of the family is still celebrating. Nobody 

wants to go to bed while everyone else is 
still up. No one wants to miss out on life.

Remember how as a child, tired and un-
able to keep your eyes open, you still strug-
gled against anyone who would try to put 
you to bed. Exhausted or not, you didn’t 
want to miss anything. You didn’t want to 
leave and go to sleep while so much life 
was going on.

We never really outgrow that. That resist-
ance is congenital and still haunts us on our 
deathbeds.

One of our more painful anxieties is trig-
gered by a sense that we are forever miss-
ing out on something. This is also one of 
our major fears about dying. For most peo-
ple, the heaviness and darkness of dying 
come not so much from a fear of what they 
might meet in the next life, judgment and 
punishment, but from a fear of annihilation. 

Moreover, the fear here is not so much 
that their personal identity will be snuffed 
out (though that is a real fear) but rather, 
that they will be taken away from all the life 
of which they have been a part. The sad-
ness lies in the having to let go, in knowing 
that life will now go on without us, of being 
taken off to bed while the party continues. 
And, this is deep inside us, so deep that we 
find it difficult to imagine how the world 
can even go on without us.

However, this is not a sign that there is 
something wrong with us, some neurosis 
that needs fixing or some moral or religious 
issue that needs attention. It’s the human 
condition, pure and simple, and God is the 
architect of that. In short, we’re built to be 
part of a fabric, not single threads content in 
their isolation. 

I was twenty-three years old when I 
watched my dad die in a hospital room. 

He was still young, sixty-two years old, 
and ideally should have had a number of 
years still ahead of him. But, he was dy-
ing, he knew it, and despite a faith that 
gave him some comfort, was deeply sad 
about it.  What he struggled with in his dy-
ing was not with some fear of the afterlife 
or some amends he still needed to make in 
this life. None of that. There was no unfin-
ished business with God, nor religious and 
moral issues still to mend. Nor were there 
unhealthy fears of the afterlife. 

His only unfinished business had to do 
with this life, and what he would now miss 
out on in terms of (figuratively) being put 
to bed early while the party was still go-
ing on. In addition, for him, the party was 
in full swing. His adult children were just 
beginning to establish their lives and give 
him grandchildren, and the younger half of 
his family were actively preparing to enter 
into their adult lives. He wasn’t going to be 
around to see how all of this turned out and 
he wasn’t going to be around to see most of 
his grandchildren. More important still, he 
had a wife, a soulmate, whom he would be 
leaving. It wasn’t a good evening to be sent 
to bed early.

Beyond all this, he still had his own sib-
lings, neighbours, friends, a parish, civic 
involvements, sports teams, and countless 
other life-giving connections, and he was 
aware, not without huge heartache, that 
these were all about to end, at least on this 
side of eternity.

Why shouldn’t he have been sad? Indeed, 
why shouldn’t any of us be sad whenever 
we are facing a death of any kind, when we 
are being put to bed while the rest of life is 
still going on?

We are constitutively communitarian. As 
God Himself said when He created the hu-
man family, it is not good for anyone to be 
alone. We are meant to be part of a family 
and a community, part of the fabric of life, 
and a fabric is made up of multiple threads. 
Thus, it’s understandably saddening when-
ever our single, fragile, lonely thread is be-
ing pulled away from the rest of the fabric. 
No wonder little children don’t want to be 
put to bed while everyone else is still carry-
ing on with the evening.

Moreover, this isn’t just true for the 
sadness we experience when we face our 
deaths. The same dynamic is operative 
whenever we undergo the various mini-

deaths that beset us as we age, lose our 
health, retire, get fired from jobs, lose peo-
ple we love, lose marriages, are geographi-
cally dislocated, or in any other way are 
pushed out of the mainstream of life to-
wards the margins.

So, it can be helpful to know that noth-
ing is wrong here. Dying is hard. Letting go 
is hard. Being pushed aside is hard. Disap-
pearing from life is particularly hard. That’s 
why little children don’t like being put to 
bed.

l Oblate Fr Ron Rolheiser, theologian, 
teacher, and award-winning author, is 
President of the Oblate School of Theology 
in San Antonio, TX. He writes a weekly col-
umn that is carried in over 90 newspapers 
around the world. He can be contacted 
through his website www.ronrolheiser.
com.

(Unsplash/Stefan Spassov)

Fr Ron 
Rolheiser

https://bit.ly/3L8lQgj
https://bit.ly/3vavDg0
https://bit.ly/3vavDg0
https://archdiosf.org/living-in-the-light-of-christs-peace
https://paceebene.org/campaign-nonviolence
https://franciscanaction.org/issues/peace-making/
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PETER IS RESTORED
Discover the hidden words.

Dear Children

In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus asked 
Peter three times if he loved Him. Peter 
was a bit offended that Jesus was asking 
him the same thing three times. After 
all, Jesus knew everything - so He knew 
that Peter loved Him.

But remember a few weeks ago, on Holy 
Thursday night, some people asked Peter 
if he even knew Jesus, and he said “No!” 
three times! 

Maybe now Jesus was trying to show 
Peter that it’s easy to say “I love you,” 

but it's harder to really love Him.
If Jesus asked you today, “Do you love 

me?” What would you say to Him? What 
would you do to show Him that you really 
do love Him? 

The best ways to love Jesus are talking 
to Him every day in prayer, and being 
good to the people around you - they are 
taking Jesus’ place for you. 

Are you ready to show your love for 
Jesus?

Aunty Gwen
gwen@herald.com.my

Make your own net full of fish!
You will need: a paper plate, 
fingerpaint (markers or crayons 
would work too), different 
coloured construction paper, clear 
plastic wrap, and a marker pen.

Cover the entire paper plate using fingerpaint, markers or 
crayons. Let it dry.
Cut out the fish from construction paper.
Place the fish onto the paper plate once it is dry, and cover 
with clear plastic wrap.
Pull it as tight as possible without 
ripping it, and tape the back.
Using a marker pen, draw “net” 
lines on the plastic wrap.
Now retell the Bible story 
using your own net full of 
fish.

1. 

2. 
3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Spot eight differences between the two pictures.

CRIED
FISHING
LEAVE

PETER
ROOSTER
SERVANT

JESUS
DISCIPLES

THREE

LOVE
FOLLOW

DENY



MELAKA: The Church of 
St Francis Xavier wel-
comed 40 Tamil-speak-

ing youth for Melaka Vicariate’s 
Pre Synod Youth assembly. The 
youth were from the Church of 
St Francis Xavier, the Chapel of 
St Anne, Alor Gajah, the Chapel 
of St James, Merlimau, and the 
Church of the Holy Spirit, Jasin. 

The gathering began with a half hour 
Adoration led by Fr Cyril Manayagam, 
who invited the participants to be open to 
the promptings of the Holy Spirit. After the 
Adoration, Fr Moses Rayappan, the head of 
the Synod team of the Diocese of Malac-
ca Johore, expressed his appreciation and 
gratitude to the youth for coming together 
as Church to share, listen to one another 
and reflect on how they can work better as 
a vicariate. 

Fr Moses also reminded the participants 
not to only focus on the liturgical aspect 
but on their knowledge of the faith, and 

to discern if they were living as disciples 
of Jesus. Fr Cyril animated the session 
which covered the feedback from the synod 
questionnaire. This included the strengths, 
weaknesses and dreams for the future. 

During the group discussion, the youth 

were very active in sharing their view 
points and concerns. There were calls for 
more programmes between the parishes for 
better cooperation and sharing of resources 
that was dampened for two years, due to the 
pandemic.  

The culmination of the synodal process 
will be at the Diocesan Synod assem-
bly on May 3, 2022 at the Church of Our 
Lady of the Immaculate Conception, Johor 
Bahru. — By Malacca Johore Diocesan                 
Synod Team

Pre-Synod Youth 
Assembly for Melaka

MAY 1, 2022

Tamil-speaking youth participate in the Pre-Synod Youth Assembly.

MANILA, Philippines: The “love letter” ini-
tiative, in conjunction of Earth Day, Friday, 
April 22, was part of the “Love, 52” election 
campaign led by 18 Filipino youth organi-
sations from various sectors, together with 
Greenpeace, the global organisation that cam-
paigns on pressing environmental issues.
Youth and Philippines’ future

The “Love, 52” campaign takes its name 
from young people who make up 52 per cent 
of the Philippine electorate.  “The youth will 
be playing an important role in electing the 
right leaders and consequently, shaping a fu-
ture that’s green, just, livable, and lovable,” 
Greenpeace said.

The “love letter” campaign came in the 
wake of Typhoon Megi (locally known as 
Agaton), which made landfall on April 10.  
The storm killed over 172 people, displaced 
over 346,000 and caused serious, extensive 
damage to farmlands and infrastructure.  Such 
storms that frequently hit the Philippines are a 
reminder of the devastating effects of climate 
change on the lives of the people.

“Love letter”
“Signing the love letter will strengthen our 
call to our future leaders for a better normal 
and a brighter future,” Greenpeace said.

The young people called on presidential 
candidates to protect communities and ensure 
that the country’s next generation will not ex-
perience the impacts of the climate crisis.

They also called on candidates to stand for 
“inclusive, transparent and inspired models 
of governance that are fully accountable to 
the people, and which protect and strengthen 
democratic processes and institutions.”

Some 3045 supporters have signed the let-
ter, with Greenpeace hoping to deliver at least 
5000 to the 10 candidates in Metro Manila 
who are running for the country’s top position 
in the May 9 election.

The voice of youth
“This election poses a gross lack of discourse 
on the climate crisis at a time when scientists 

around the world are standing up for climate 
justice,” said Cris Jamil Hertez, the “Love, 
52” youth partner from the Better Normal 
Youth Movement.  “We can’t keep playing 
catch-up with our climate; our future leaders 
must listen to the youth,” said Hertez.

Carmela Adelantar, of the National Society 
of Parliamentarians, said future generations 
“have the most to lose if our next leaders still 
choose to sit idly by.”

“They need to hold the world’s biggest pol-
luters accountable for the crisis we’re facing, 
and come up with coherent plans that will 
at least help us stay alive beyond the next 

decade,” she said. “We no longer have time 
to wait. The next administration must place 
climate action as top priority on the agenda,” 
said Greenpeace campaigner, Joanna Sus-
tento. “The climate crisis is not just about 
the environment, it’s about food, water, lives, 
health, and the economy,” she said, calling for 
strengthening also the democratic processes 
and institutions.  

Greenpeace
Greenpeace is calling on future leaders to hold 
fossil fuel companies accountable for the cli-
mate crisis and to call on other countries to do 
the same.

“It must also lead the call for a global 
phase-out of fossil fuels toward a just transi-
tion to renewable energy,” read a Greenpeace 
statement.

It is calling on rich countries for more am-
bitious emissions reductions, allotting more 
money for climate finance, and compensation 
for loss and damage.  It is also urging that cli-
mate action become the central state policy of 
government institutes to ensure climate jus-
tice.

According to the environmental group, the 
next six years of the new Philippine adminis-
tration are a “crucial period” for the country 
that “will dictate the state of the planet in the 
coming decades, depending on how quickly 
we address the climate crisis we’re experienc-
ing now”.  — Vatican News (Source: LICAS)

Greenpeace, youth groups deliver ‘love letters’ to presidentiables. (Greenpeace Philippines facebook/Basilio Sepe)
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PENANG: The Penang Diocesan Youth Net-
work (PDYN) is working with young Cath-
olic entrepreneurs to help expand their 
small businesses  through the Business 
Directory Catalogue. This Business Direc-
tory Catalogue contains information about 
these small businesses. We welcome 
young Catholic entrepreneurs to register 
their interest to participate via the Google 
Form link below and PDYN will get in touch 
with you to go through the details.
Criteria for Eligibility:-
• Young Catholics
• Age between 18 – 35 years old
• Looking to expand their small businesses

Google Form link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdb706-gw8oyHNJW8r2Z
lwIJvf_0PVYoNpS5Ti3n0e52600Wg/
viewform?usp=sf_link

Call us at 012-3464416
Email ID: pdynpenang@gmail.com

SENTUL: The Church of St Joseph’s par-
ish priest Fr Frederick Joseph, challenged 
his Youth Ministry to create a strong foun-
dation and bond with the youths as they are 
the present and future of our Churches. 

Taking on his challenge, the Youth Min-
istry used the parish feast day as a stepping 
stone and hosted a Youth Rally on April 
23 and 24, to encourage the young ones to 
come back and serve in the parish. 

Keeping a keen eye on their patron saint 
St Joseph the Worker, the rally’s theme 
was Inside Out: Being Pure Starts from 
Within (Matthew 15:17-20), to provide 
the youth with a basic understanding of 
purity as they transition into a new phase 
in life.  The 70 participants aged 14 to 30 
were encouraged to focus on the “purity 
in our lifestyles, our families, and the rela-

tionships we have with others”. 
The two-day event began with sessions 

by Fr Frederick and Msgr James Gnana-
piragasam, who shared their eye-opening 
and inspiring vocation stories. Next, they 
had several energetic group activities to 
help participants bond and create a sense of 
belonging. 

There were also a few sessions by Fr 
Cyril, who spoke on purity at home and in 
relationships. The rally, filled with games 
and activities, brought joy and togetherness 
to all present. The youths had to prepare and 
present dramas and skits, and it helped them 
work together within the limited time and 
resources, and the results were very satis-
factory. 

There were a lot of new faces yet, by 
the end of the rally, despite being in differ-

ent groups, the youths stayed united and 
formed a new bond. The organisers encour-
aged all to move away from their circle and 
cliques to explore and make new friends. 
From this rally, the ministry has learned and 
understood the needs of the parish's youth. 
They also received constructive criticisms 
and feedback and aim to use it to make the 
upcoming events better. 

“With this spirit and foundation formed, 
we pledged to grow bigger and join the likes 
of other churches with a strong youth min-
istry. Their success stories have inspired us, 
and one day, we hope to inspire others. The 
Youth Rally ends, but our journey in faith 
has just begun. Our faith could start as small 
as a mustard seed, it will someday grow into 
a big tree.” — By Andronicus Valentino 
Gonsalverz and Clarissa Hoong Xiu Yan

aY

MALACCA JOHORE: In preparation for 
MJD50, the Malacca Johore Diocese 
Young People Network (MJDYPN) is in-
viting all young people of the diocese to 
reflect and pray through a series of bro-
chures based on Christus Vivit.

These reflection materials are available 
in all four languages for the different age 
groups; youth (13-17), campus students 
(18-24) and young adults (18-39). 
You can download from here: 
https://mjdiocese.my/wps/malacca-
johore-diocese/mjd50/ or 
scan the QR code and download 
the brochure.

MJD50 REFLECTION FOR May – CHRIST SAVES YOU!

Directory for 
Catholic Young 
Entrepreneurs  

KUALA LUMPUR: Unite to Ignite with 
Christ was an event that brought the youth 
of the Church of St Anthony together 
through the Word of God. It was a triumph 
and an amazing opportunity to gather the 
youth. 

Reuniting the youth through the Word 

of God was the fundamental reason for 
having this virtual event. There were a 
few sessions conducted, beginning with a 
praise and worship followed by Introduc-
tion to Buddy System to be trialled by the 
youth. 

Pal framework is a stage where the 

youth will have a buddy (mentor) to guide 
them when partaking in church activities. 
Through this framework, each youth has a 
pal in the congregation and they help each 
other in walking together towards God.

The activities were conducted in break-
out rooms, where the participants were 
divided into groups. They started off with 
the “Emoji Game”. This game requires 
participants to figure out a group of emojis 
which tells a story from in the Bible.

After that, the participants went into 
breakout rooms to share how “The Par-
able of the Sower” related in their daily 
lives. 

Parish priest, Fr Clarence Devadass, 
also joined in for the session and gave an 
encouraging talk to the youth. 

They wrapped up with praise and wor-
ship, and a closing prayer.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdb706-gw8oyHNJW8r2ZlwIJvf_0PVYoNpS5Ti3n0e52600Wg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://mjdiocese.my/wps/malacca-johore-diocese/mjd50/


Father, I desire 
that they also, 

whom you have 
given me, may be 
with me where I 
am, to see my 
glory that you 
have given me 
because you 

loved me before 
the foundation of 

the world.
John 17:24
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“Your love                                                         
is always in our hearts                                       

Your Kindness                                               
is fondly remembered                                   

Your faith has shown us                                 
grace and mercy                               

Even though you are now                             
in God’s kingdom,                                 

The memory of you is                               
always beautifully near.”

Dearly missed                                                
and fondly remembered by                                      

husband, children, grandchildren, 
family and friends.

6th Anniversary                                                                               
In Loving Memory of

Regis Fernandez
Returned to the Lord on                  

2nd May 2016

          

Blessed are those who die in the Lord...                           
for they will rest from their hard work;                         

for their good deeds follow them!                  
(Revelation 14:13)

Dearly and sadly missed by                                      
wife: Toh Puan Edith,                                            

children and grandchildren.

7th Death Anniversary
Dato Senara Bakti Robson Miranda 

3rd May 2015

          

We will always miss you in every moment                  
of our lives. Your presence continues to 

surround us. You still live in our hearts and 
mind of your loving family that you left so 

suddenly without no words behind.

Dearly missed by, 
Your beloved sisters, brother,                         

nephews and nieces.

1st Anniversary
In Ever Loving Memory of

Theresa Raman
(4th April 1958 – 29th April 2021)

The LORD is close to the broken-hearted 
and saves those who are crushed in spirit.

~ Psalm 34:18 ~

Your life was a blessing, 
Your memory a treasure,

You are loved                       
beyond words,

And missed                       
beyond measure.

“Truly, truly, I say to you, 
an hour is coming, and is 
now here, when the dead 
will hear the voice of the 

Son of God, and those 
who hear will live.”

(John 5:25)
You have been                   
sorely missed!

1st Anniversary
FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS

Beloved Husband of late Rosamma Mathew, 
much loved Dad, Dearly loved Father-in-Law, 

Brother, Uncle and Friend to Many

In Loving Memory of
Michael Manickam Pillai

Sept 28, 1939 - May 10, 2014

M. J. Mathew
Born: 30th Sept 1933 

Departed: 5th May 2021

10th Anniversary 
In Loving Memory of 

2nd Year Memorial
Gone from sight but forever in our hearts  

Celebrating the life of Mark Raphael Pereira

“I am the resurrection 
and the life”...whoever 
lives and believes in me 

will never die. 
(John 11:25)

Deeply and forever missed by 
wife (Dolly) and loved ones.

Joseph Emmanuel 
Victor

Returned to the Lord 
on 30 April 2012

A bouquet of                        
beautiful memories, 

sprayed with 
a million tears, 

wishing God 
could have spared you, 

if just for a few more years. 
It does not take 
a special day, 

for us to think of you, 
each Mass we hear, 
each prayer we say, 
is offered up for you. 

We cannot bring 
the old days back, 

when we were all together, 
our family chain 
is broken now, 

but memories live forever.
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A Catechesis on Old Age : 

Longevity: symbol 
and opportunity
In the Bible account of the genealogy of the 

ancestors, one is immediately struck by 
their tremendous longevity: we are talking 

about centuries! When does old age begin here, 
we wonder? And what is the meaning behind 
the fact that these ancient fathers lived so long 
after fathering their children? Fathers and sons 
living together for centuries! This passage of 
time in terms of centuries, narrated in a ritual 
style, confers a strong, very strong symbolic 
meaning to the relationship between longevity 
and genealogy.

It is as though the transmission of human 
life, so new in the created universe, demanded 
a slow and prolonged initiation. Everything is 
new at the beginning of the history of a creature 
who is spirit and life, conscience and freedom, 
sensibility and responsibility. New life — hu-
man life — immersed in the tension between its 
origin “in the image and likeness” of God, and 
the fragility of its mortal condition, represents 
a novelty to be discovered. And it requires a 
long initiation period, in which mutual support 
among generations is indispensable in order to 
decipher experiences and confront the enigmas 
of life. During this long time, the spiritual qual-
ity of man is also slowly cultivated.

In a certain sense, every passing epoch in hu-
man history offers this feeling again: it is as if 
we have to begin again to calmly ask our ques-
tions on the meaning of life, when the scenario 
of the human condition appears crowded with 
new experiences and hitherto unasked ques-
tions. Certainly, the accumulation of cultural 
memory increases the familiarity needed to 
face new transitions. The times of transmis-
sion are reduced, but the times of assimilation 
always require patience. The excess of haste, 
which by now obsesses every stage of our life, 
makes every experience more superficial and 
less “nourishing”. Young people are uncon-
scious victims of this split between the time on 
the clock that demands to be rushed, and the 

times of life that require proper “leavening”. A 
long life enables these long times and the dam-
ages of haste to be experienced.

Old age certainly imposes a slower pace: 
but it is not merely a time of inertia. Indeed, 
the measure of these rhythms opens up, for 
all, spaces of meaning of life, unheard of by 
the obsession with haste. Losing contact with 
the slower rhythms of old age closes up these 
spaces to everyone. It is from this perspective 
that I wished to establish the feast of grandpar-
ents on the last Sunday of July. The covenant 
between the two poles of the generations of 
life — children and the elderly — also helps 
the other two — young people and adults — to 
bond with each other so as to make everyone’s 
existence richer in humanity.

Dialogue between the generations is neces-
sary. If there is no dialogue between young 
people and the elderly, if there is no dialogue, 
then each generation remains isolated and can-
not transmit the message. A young person who 
is not bonded to his or her roots, which are the 
grandparents, does not receive the strength, — 
like a tree gets its strength from the roots — 
and grows up badly, grows up sick, grows up 
without points of reference. This is why it is 
necessary to seek a dialogue between the gen-
erations, as a human need. And this dialogue 
is important, especially between grandparents 
and grandchildren, who are the two extremes.

Let us imagine a city in which co-existence 
among the different ages forms an integral part 
of the overall plan of its habitat. Let us think 
about building affectionate relationships be-
tween old age and youth that radiate onto the 
overall style of relationships. The overlapping 
of the generations would become a source of 
energy for a truly visible and liveable human-
ism. Modern cities tend to be hostile to the 
elderly (and, not by chance, also to children). 
This society that has this throwaway spirit and 
rejects many unwanted children, it rejects the 

elderly: it casts them aside — they are of no 
use — and puts them in rest homes, hospi-
talised. Excess haste puts us in a blender that 
throws us away like confetti. One completely 
loses sight of the overall picture. Each person 
holds on to his or her own piece, floating on the 
currents of the city-market, for which a slower 
pace means losses and haste is money. The ex-
cess of haste pulverises life: it does not make 
it more intense. And wisdom requires “wast-
ing time”. When you return home and see your 
son, your daughter, and you “waste time”, this 
conversation is fundamental for society. When 
you return home and there is a grandfather or 
grandmother who is, perhaps, no longer lucid 
or, I don’t know, has lost some of their ability 
to speak, and you stay with him or with her, you 
are “wasting time”, but this “waste of time” 
strengthens the human family. It is necessary 
to spend time, time that is not lucrative, with 
children and with the elderly, because they give 
us another ability to see life.

The pandemic, in which we are still forced 
to live, has imposed — very painfully, unfor-
tunately — a halt to the obtuse cult of haste. 
And in this period, grandparents have acted as 
a barrier to the emotional “dehydration” of the 
youngest. The visible covenant of the genera-
tions which harmonises paces and rhythms, re-
stores to us the hope of not living life in vain. 
And it restores to each of us the love for our 
vulnerable lives, blocking the way to the ob-
session with haste, which simply consumes it. 
The key word here is — wasting time. I ask 
each one of you: do you know how to waste 
time, or are you always in a hurry? “No, I’m in 
a rush, I can’t…” Do you know how to waste 
time with grandparents, with the elderly? Do 
you know how to spend time playing with your 
children, with children? This is the touchstone. 
Think about it. And this restores, to each person 
our love for our vulnerable life, blocking, as I 
said, the road to obsession with haste, which 

just consumes it. The rhythms of old age are an 
indispensable resource for grasping the mean-
ing of life marked by time. The elderly have 
their rhythms, but they are rhythms that help 
us. Thanks to this mediation, the destination of 
life in the encounter with God becomes more 
credible: a design that is hidden in the creation 
of the human being “in His image and likeness” 
and is sealed in the Son of God becoming Man.

Today there is greater longevity of human 
life. This gives us the opportunity to make the 
covenant between all stages of life grow. Much 
longevity, but we must make more of the cov-
enant. And this also helps us to make the cov-
enant, with the meaning of life in its entirety, 
grow. The meaning of life is not found only in 
adulthood, say, from 25 to 60 years. 

The meaning of life is all of it, from birth to 
death, and you should be able to interact with 
everyone, and also to have emotional relation-
ships with everyone, so that your maturity will 
be richer and stronger. And it also offers us this 
meaning of life, which is a whole. May the 
Spirit grant us the intelligence and strength for 
this reform: a reform is needed. The arrogance 
of the time on the clock must be converted into 
the beauty of the rhythms of life. This is the re-
form we must make in our hearts, in the family 
and in society. I repeat: what must we reform? 

That the arrogance of the time on the clock 
be converted into the beauty of the rhythms of 
life. The covenant of the generations is indis-
pensable. A society in which the elderly do not 
speak with the young, the young do not speak 
with the elderly, adults do not speak with either 
the elderly or young people, is a sterile society, 
without a future, a society that does not look 
to the horizon but rather, looks at itself. And it 
becomes lonely. May God help us find the right 
music for this harmonious relationship among 
the various ages: the little ones, the elderly, 
adults, everyone together: a beautiful sympho-
ny of dialogue. 

To foster deep devotion to St Joseph 
among Catholics, and in response to the 

“May Day” celebrations for workers spon-
sored by Communists, Pope Pius XII insti-
tuted the feast of St Joseph the Worker in 
1955. This feast extends the long relationship 
between Joseph and the cause of workers in 
both Catholic faith and devotion. Beginning 
in the Book of Genesis, the dignity of human 
work has long been celebrated as a participa-
tion in the creative work of God. By work, 
humankind both fulfils the command found 
in Genesis to care for the earth (Gn 2:15) and 
to be productive in their labours. St Joseph, 
the carpenter and foster father of Jesus, is but 
one example of the holiness of human labour.

Jesus, too, was a carpenter. He learned 
the trade from St Joseph and spent His early 
adult years working side-by-side in Joseph’s 
carpentry shop before leaving to pursue His 
ministry as preacher and healer. In his encyc-
lical Laborem Exercens, Pope John Paul II 
stated: “the Church considers it her task al-
ways to call attention to the dignity and rights 
of those who work, to condemn situations in 
which that dignity and those rights are vio-
lated, and to help to guide [social] changes so 

as to ensure authentic progress by man and 
society.”

St Joseph is held up as a model of such 
work. Pius XII emphasised this when he 
said, “The spirit flows to you and to all men 
from the heart of the God-man, Saviour of 
the world, but certainly, no worker was ever 
more completely and profoundly penetrated 
by it than the foster father of Jesus, who lived 
with Him in closest intimacy and commu-
nity of family life and work.” — Franciscan   
Media

St Joseph the Worker 

Rose was born at Viterbo in Italy, the 
daughter of a doctor. Following the death 

of her fiancé, she entered a convent, but soon 
returned home to care for her newly widowed 

mother. Meanwhile, Rose invited the women 
of the neighbourhood to recite the Rosary in 
her home, forming a sort of sodality with them.

As she looked to her future under the spir-
itual guidance of a Jesuit priest, Rose became 
convinced she was called to become a teacher 
in the world, rather than a contemplative nun in 
a convent. Clearly, she made the right choice: 
She was a born teacher, and the free school for 
girls she opened in 1685 was well received.

Soon, the cardinal invited her to oversee the 
training of teachers and the administration of 
schools in his diocese of Montefiascone. As 
Rose’s reputation grew, she was called upon to 
organise schools in many parts of Italy, includ-
ing Rome. Her disposition was right for the 
task as well, for Rose often met considerable 
opposition but was never deterred.

She died in Rome in 1728, where a num-
ber of miracles were attributed to her. She 
was beatified in 1952 and canonised in 2006. 
The sodality, or group of women she invited 
to prayer, was ultimately given the rank of a 
religious congregation. Today, the so-called 
Venerini Sisters can be found in the United 
States and elsewhere, working among Italian 
immigrants. — Franciscan Media

St Rose Venerini

Feast day: May 1

Feast day: May 7

Saints of the week



VATICAN: The war in Ukraine, climate 
change, and the role of women, in the 
Church were among the pressing topics 
of discussion at the recent meeting of the 
Council of Cardinals, which took place in 
the Vatican with the participation of Pope 
Francis.

It was the first meeting of the Council 
since the publication, in March, of the Apos-
tolic Constitution Praedicate Evangelium, 
which reforms the Curia in light of its ser-
vice to the Church in the modern world.

The 41st meeting of the council was 
opened by the coordinator, Cardinal Oscar 
Maradiaga, who offered a reflection on the 
situation in Ukraine and the resulting socio-
political, ecclesial, and ecumenical situation.

Pope Francis, for his part, informed the 
council of the initiatives, variously under-
taken by himself, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, 
and the Secretariat of State, to promote 
peace. The members of the council offered 
their support and encouragement for the 
Holy Father in his “tireless” efforts to re-
solve the conflict.

The cardinals also discussed the issue of 
climate change and the upcoming COP27 
meeting, set to take place in Egypt in No-
vember. Cardinal Fridolin Ambongo Besun-

gu, the Archbishop of Kinshasa, addressed 
the question, “Can we, as Church, together 
with other confessions and religions, give 
voice to these concerns?” He then analysed 
the world situation and the needs and expec-
tations for COP26 Glasgow, looking espe-
cially at the concerns of poorer nations in 
Asia, Latin America, Africa, and Oceania.

Continuing a discussion begun in its Feb-
ruary session, the council took up the theme 
of women in the Church. Franciscan Sr 
Laura Vicuña, an indigenous woman from 
Amazonia, presented a report on the topic 
from a pastoral perspective, which was fol-
lowed by a discussion with the Cardinals.

The Council also discussed the Holy’s 
Sees diplomatic service and the role and ac-
tivities of Apostolic Nuncios; as well as the 
implementation of Praedicate evangelium, 
including an evaluation of steps already 
taken and of challenges to be faced.

Each of the cardinals also reported on the 
socio-political and ecclesial situation in their 
respective continents, addressing issues of 
peace, health, poverty, as well as political 
concerns and pastoral challenges.

The Council of Cardinals concluded 
its 41st session on April 27, with its next 
session scheduled for June 2022. —                               
Vatican News

Council of Cardinals discuss 
war, climate change, women 

For faith-filled young people
We pray for all young people, called to live life to the 
fullest; may they see in Mary’s life the way to listen, 

the depth of discernment, the courage that faith 
generates, and the dedication to service.

Download the Click To Pray 
updates now.

May 1, 2022

South Sudan bishop calls for forgiveness for his attackers
JUBA: Bishop Christian                     
Carlassare of Rumbek (pic), 
South Sudan, expressed hope 
for conversion and healing as a 
court jailed a Catholic priest and 
three others for his shooting.

Italian-born Bishop Carlas-
sare, 44, was shot in his legs 
at his residence in Rumbek on 
April 26, 2021, slightly over a 
month after the Vatican appoint-
ed him to lead the diocese. The attack 
forced the rescheduling of the Comboni 
priest’s consecration as the bishop of the 
diocese in central South Sudan.

Rumbek had been without a bishop 

since 2011, following the 
death of Bishop Cesare            
Mazzolari, also a Comboni 
missionary.

In a statement after the sen-
tencing on April 25, Bishop 
Carlassare said: “We appre-
ciate the commitment and 
dedication of the government 
and the court. Though sad for 
what has happened and the re-

sulting suffering, we pray that truth may 
bring conversion and healing.

“As a Church, we look forward with 
hope during this Easter time and remem-
ber Jesus’ call for forgiveness.”

A high court judge in Juba ruled that Fr 
John Mathiang Machol, Moris Sebit Ater, 
Laat Makur Agok and Samuel Makir were 
guilty of participating in the attack.

Fr Machol will serve a seven-year jail 
term. In March, he was charged with in-
citing and plotting against the bishop-des-
ignate. He was serving as coordinator of 
the diocese when Bishop Carlassare was 
appointed.

Agok and Ater were convicted of ex-
ecuting the actual attack and will serve 
four years in jail. Makir, convicted of 
hiding evidence, will serve a five-year 
jail term, according to news reports. —                
ucanews.com

DHAKA: Bangladeshi authorities have 
withheld the visa extensions of four for-
eign missionaries, including a nun report-
edly due to negative intelligence reports, 
say church sources.

“I am leaving Bangladesh after nine 
years, not because I want to but because 
the government has not granted me a re-
newal of my permission to be here,” said 
Fr Belisaario De Jesus Ciro Montoya of 
the Pontifical Institute for Foreign Mis-
sions (PIME). “I wanted to work for the 
people of this country.”

Fr Montoya, fellow PIME missionary 
Fr Pietro Parolari, Fr Marcello Storgato 
of the Society of St Francis Xavier for 
Foreign Missions, and Sr Lorna Caballero 
Bonghanoy of the Daughters of Jesus, had 
applied to the Ministry of Religion to ex-
tend their visas in 2020.

Fr Montoya, who is from Colombia, 
wrote a blog post expressing his deep sad-
ness “because I love this country and I 
want to continue serving its people” while 
also admitting to feeling bitter and angry 
“since I have not received any explanation 
as to why the government refused [the 
visa extension].”

“However, I also know that I have not 
done anything reprehensible; rather, I 
have tried to serve each and every one of 
them without distinction of any kind,” the 
priest wrote.

The Ministry of Religion clarified that 
it approves visas only if there is a posi-
tive report from various intelligence agen-
cies of the Ministry of Home Affairs. In 
the case of the foreign missionaries — Fr 
Storgato and Fr Parolari are Italian while 
Sr Lorna is from the Philippines — clear-

ance from the Ministry of Home Affairs 
was still awaited.

“All this is done according to rules,” 
said Azam Uddin Talukder, an assistant 
secretary at the Ministry of Religion.

However, a church official dealing with 
visa-related issues faced by missionaries 
said the intelligence agencies had issued a 
negative report leading to the withholding 
of the extensions.

“We are trying to solve the issue through 
diplomatic channels. But if they’re still 
denied visa extensions, they will have to 
leave the country,” he added.

Nirmol Rozario, secretary of the Chris-
tian Religious Welfare Trust, said: “There 
is no reason why the missionaries are not 
getting their visa extensions. I will discuss 
the matter with the ministry authorities.”  
— ucanews.com

Catholic missionaries face visa delay in Bangladesh

On April 27,  2022, the Ministry of Health an-
nounced its latest advisory on easing safety meas-
ures related to COVID-19.

With effect from May 1, 2022, in compliance 
with the latest COVID-19 SOP relaxations, the 
following are updated measures for attending 
Masses in churches within the Archdiocese of 
Kuala Lumpur:
1. My-Sejahtera Check-In
MySejahtera check-ins are no longer mandatory 
when entering the church premises for Mass.
2. Admission Regardless of Vaccination Status
Everyone (vaccinated and unvaccinated) will be 
allowed entry into church for Mass.
3. High Risk Status and Home Surveillance Or-
der
Notwithstanding #1, those entering the church for 
Mass must display their updated risk status on 
MySejahtera. Those with ‘High Risk’ status on 
MySejahtera and those under ‘Home Surveillance 
Order’ (HSO) must refrain from attending Mass 
in church.
4. Face Masks
The wearing of face masks remain mandatory 
while indoors and strongly encouraged for out-
door gatherings when there is a crowd. High-risk 
and vulnerable individuals are strongly advised to 
be masked at all times.
5. Capacity Limits
The Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur has provision-
ally decided that Churches no longer require a 
capacity limit for attending Mass. While this re-
striction is removed, gathering of large crowds in 
confined spaces pose higher risks of transmission. 
Hence, it is important and necessary to ensure that 
there is proper ventilation and airflow to reduce 
the concentration of any potential airborne con-
taminants, including viruses.

Despite the easing of restrictions, the Archdio-
cese seeks your continued support and diligence 
in exercising personal responsibility and adhering 
to the appropriate health protocols as we gather 
for Mass. This is also to ensure the safety and 
wellbeing of the vulnerable groups in our faith 
community. Therefore, persons with symptoms 
of a respiratory infection (e.g. sore throat, cough, 
runny nose, fever, etc.) must refrain from attend-
ing Mass in the church until they have recovered.

We take this opportunity to thank all of you for 
your patience and kind cooperation in observing 
the health and safety restrictions in church for over 
two years now.

We remain united in prayer that the current situ-
ation continues to stabilise and further improve so 
as to allow us to progressively resume our other 
activities. For all other activities in the church, the 
Archdiocese will be issuing updated guidelines in 
due course.

Rev Fr Dr Clarence Devadass
Chancellor
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur
April 29, 2022

Easing of COVID-19 
safety measures for 
attending Mass 

Archdiocese of 
KuAlA lumpur
CHAN/CD/07/2022

Chancery Notice

Pope Francis leads a meeting of his Council of Cardinals at the Vatican February 21, 2022. (Vatican Media)


