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World hunger
‘a crime that
violates basic
human rights’

V

ATICAN: Describing world
hunger as “a crime that violates basic human rights,”
Pope Francis, in a message to UN
Secretary-General António Guterres,
called for a “new mindset” in the battle against malnutrition.

“We produce enough food for all people,
but many go without their daily bread. This
‘constitutes a real scandal,’ a crime that violates basic human rights,” he said, quoting
from his 2020 encyclical Fratelli Tutti.
“Therefore, it is everyone’s duty to eradicate this injustice through concrete actions
and good practices, and through bold local

and international policies.”
The Pope sent the message to the UN
chief at the start of the Pre-Summit of the
UN Food Systems Summit in Rome. The
event, held from July 26 to 28, is seeking
to build momentum ahead of the summit in
New York in September.
The UN estimates that nearly 690 million
people – eight point nine per cent of the
world population -- suffer from hunger, an
increase of almost 60 million in five years.
“If we want to guarantee the fundamental right to an adequate standard of living
and fulfil our commitment to achieve Zero
Hunger, it is not enough to produce food,”
wrote the Pope.
“We need a new mindset, a new holistic

Vatican unveils official image of
2022 World Meeting of Families
VATICAN: The Vatican has unveiled
the official image of the 2022 World
Meeting of Families in Rome. The
image, painted by Slovenian Jesuit
Fr Marko Ivan Rupnik, was unveiled
on July 28 by the Dicastery for Laity,
Family and Life and the Diocese of
Rome, which will host the event from
June 22 to 26, 2022. The image, enti-

tled “This mystery is great,” features
the Wedding at Cana, the first miracle
of Jesus in the Gospel of John. The
wedding is depicted in the background
of the painting, with the bride and
groom standing behind a veil on the
left, and Jesus and Mary on the right.
Before them is a servant pouring wine.
— CNA

approach. We need to design food systems
that protect the Earth and keep the dignity
of the human person at the centre. That that
will guarantee sufficient food globally and
promote decent work locally; and that will
feed the world today, without compromising the future.”
Pope Francis has consistently highlighted
world hunger since his election in 2013.
He made a donation last year to the World
Food Programme as the UN organisation
worked to feed 270 million people amid rising hunger caused by the coronavirus crisis.
The Pope told the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organisation in June that the pandemic should spur efforts to create a global
food system capable of withstanding future

Now this I say and testify in the
Lord, that you must no longer walk as
the Gentiles do, in the futility of their
minds.
But that is not the way you learned
Christ!— assuming that you have heard
about him and were taught in him, as
the truth is in Jesus, to put off your
old self,which belongs to your former
manner of life and is corrupt through
deceitful desires.
Eph 4:17, 20-22
World Day Against
Trafficking in
Persons
Break the cycle of
human trafficking
with “Care”
P6, 12 &13

(UCA News photo/Food for Life)

shocks.
In his message to Guterres, who is a
Catholic, the Pope said: “We are aware that
individual, closed, and conflicting — but
powerfulb— economic interests prevent us
from designing a food system that responds
to the values of the common good, solidarity and the ‘culture of encounter.’”
“If we want to maintain a fruitful multilateralism, then a food system based on responsibility, justice, peace and the unity of
the human family is paramount.”
“The crisis we are currently facing is
indeed a unique opportunity to engage in
authentic, bold and courageous dialogues,
addressing the roots of our unjust food system.” — CNA
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Ruminations

Reflecting on 10 years of
the permanent diaconate

T

he Diocese of Malacca Johore
made history on August 1, 2011
when seven married men with
secular jobs were ordained permanent
deacons in front of their wives and children by the then Bishop of the Diocese
of Malacca Johor, His Lordship Bishop
Dr Paul Tan SJ. I was one of them and
I remember the bishop laying his hands
on my head as I prostrated myself during the litany of saints. This was the most
memorable event after my wedding vows
thirty-two years ago. We were invited
and called by the Church to be permanent deacons and by His grace, we accepted the call.
For the record, it has not been easy being a husband, father and a doctor. As I
look back, with His grace, I somehow
managed it. I had managed to run my
clinic with much success, even though I
had my doubts in the Lord’s providence
from time to time. My commitments to
the Ministry affected my time for work,
marriage and family but I knew the price
I had to pay and sacrifices I would have
to make. I thought I was ready but little did I know that it was much more
than just sacrifice. Despite all this, I had
witnessed how God works for the good
of those who love and serve Him. It is
through the diaconate that my faith, like
St Thomas the apostle who had touched
His wounds and encountered the Lord in
a very personal way, is the reason why
I do what I do, which seems strange to

By

Deacon Dr
Leslie Petrus
those close to me.
Many have not really grasped the essence of the working permanent diaconate. I am not claiming to know the reason for Vatican Council ll reinstating the
permanent diaconate. The Holy Father
Pope Francis, in one of his addresses,
said that the diaconate is “not priesthood” but “service”.
Marriage does something mysterious
to the man — the married man serves his
wife and children with love and humility.
Many would agree that being married is
sacrificial love and I do it with joy, in
spite of some pain and disappointment.
The working deacon depends entirely
on divine providence for his wages. He
lives his life where the Spirit takes him.
He works with people of other faiths and
lives out inter religious dialogue through
the ups and downs where one’s faith is
tested in action day in and day out. The
working deacon is in the secular world,
exercising his influence, and probably
being able to minister to the lost and the
broken hearted, those who have turned
their backs on God.
Being a father is the most humbling
experience. My children have taught me
lessons on the virtue of humility. In my

imperfection, God has taught me how
I should have related to Him as child
so that I could be a better father to my
children. Now I understand what Pope
Francis meant. He said “The generosity
of a deacon who spends himself without
seeking frontlines, smells of the Gospel
and tells of the greatness of God’s humility that takes the first step to meet
even those who have turned their backs
on Him”.
The life of a married permanent deacon
is different from that of the priest. We are
committed to our ‘marriage vow’ while
the diaconate is a call within a call. This
makes it unique. My service not only extends to my parish and community but in
my place of work as a doctor. My work
becomes a ‘market place’ ministry.
A deacon has his own distinct role,
purpose and destiny. Priest and deacon
both have unity with the bishop. In today’s post pandemic world, the working
deacon is also affected by job loss and
income. When he ministers, he ministers with empathy and compassion. Out
of his limitations, he serves the poor and
the needy with whatever he has from his
income. I take courage from Pope Francis’ words “Deacons will never lose their
bearings. They will be caring servants,
excluding no one, ensuring that the love
of the Lord touches peoples’ lives in a
concrete way.”
The spirituality of a married deacon
can be summed up as Pope Francis says

“availability inside and openness outside. Available inside from the heart,
ready to say yes, docile, without making one’s life revolve around one’s own
agenda and open outside, looking at everyone, especially those who are left out,
those who feel excluded.” The Holy Father Pope Francis beautifully defines the
profile of a deacon which I am to live out
for the rest of my living years until death
calls me to Him. They are:
1. Be Humble.
2. Be a good husband, father and
grandfather.
3. Be a ‘sentinel’ to watch out for
others, those out there, to spot the
poor, those far away and to help
Christian community to spot Jesus in
the poor and the distant as he knocks
on our doors through them.
It has been an enriching experience
becoming the person I am called to be.
I have learnt now that I am a child of
God, having a growing relationship with
my Lord, knowing my inheritance from
Him, a man who listens to God, trusting
and obeying him faithfully. This is the
legacy I hope to leave behind to my wife
and children.
 This week we introduce a new column ‘Ruminations’ which will feature
a variety of topics written by the clergy,
religious and laity. Sunday Observer
will appear periodically.

The Eucharist is a gift, not an entitlement
L

ast week, we read St John’s version of the miracle of the feeding of
the multitude. This week we continue
with the first instalment of the discourse
on the Bread of Life which is unique to
the Fourth Gospel. After having heard
our Lord say that it was not Moses who
gave their ancestors bread from heaven
but His Father who is the real source of
that life-giving bread, the crowd immediately demands a share of this wondrous
food: “Sir give us that bread always.” In
response to their request, our Lord gives
this enigmatic answer, “I am the bread of
life. He who comes to me will never be
hungry; he who believes in me will never
thirst.” The irony of this story is that this
crowd who had pursued our Lord with
such eagerness to get more of Him, would
turn their backs on Him, after He had explained what He meant.
In both the First Reading and the Gospel, we see people acting out of entitlement instead of gratitude. The Israelites
complained to Moses about their lack of
food. They had forgotten that it was God
who had liberated them from slavery.
Strangely enough, God, in His mercy,
rewarded them by raining down manna
from heaven. Similarly, the crowds in the
gospel demand that our Lord give them
this “bread of God … which comes down
from heaven and gives life to the world,”
despite having feasted on a sumptuous

meal. Instead of reprimanding them for
their greed and sense of entitlement, our
Lord provides them with this life-saving
truth — our Lord Himself is that very
Bread of Life. Yes, our Lord is truly and
substantially present in the Eucharist today, the true bread of heaven that gives
life to the world.
In these past few months, where many
of you have been forced to observe intermittent fasting from the Eucharist due to
the lockdowns, I hope that you have had
the opportunity to reflect deeply on the
mystery of the Eucharist and the privilege
of receiving Holy Communion. In the
past, when Masses were readily available,
many seemed to have lost the sense of the
sacredness of this sacrament. As the adage goes, “familiarity breeds contempt.”
We often forget that receiving our Lord
in Holy Communion is a privilege rather
than a right. If it was a right, then God
and the Church would owe us a duty to
dispense it to us without questioning
our motives or disposition. But if it is a
privilege, then the Eucharist is a pouring
forth of God’s beneficent grace to the undeserving, a privilege which we should
never take lightly.
The teaching and practice of the Church
is rather clear. We receive Holy Communion only when we are in communion with
God and His Church. To receive Holy
Communion, a Catholic must be in a state

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings
with Fr Michael Chua
of grace. If one is in a state of mortal sin,
then it is necessary to have those sins forgiven in the Sacrament of Penance before
receiving Holy Communion. That discipline is based on the clear teaching of St
Paul, who says that to receive the Eucharist unworthily is to invite condemnation
(1 Corinthians 11:29).
That is why Christ and the Church constantly call us to repentance and holiness.
To approach the Eucharist otherwise is
to condemn ourselves at the altar of the
Lord. The Eucharist offers “a healing
remedy” to those who are properly disposed but can be poisonous to those who
are not. This risk comes with our freedom
to live lives that are coherent or incoherent; lives that are consistent with God’s
truth or not. To approach the Eucharist
casually is to risk one’s eternal salvation.
To modern ears, the above may sound unmerciful and unloving. Yes, love is indeed
merciful, but authentic love is also truthful. It recognises that how we approach
the altar and the reception of the Eucharist requires a sense of the sacred and a
healthy fear of the Lord.
The Eucharist is a gift, not an entitle-

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings: Exodus 16:2-4, 12-15;
Ephesians 4:17, 20-24;
Gospel: John 6:24-35

ment, and the sanctity of that gift is only
diminished by unworthy reception. While
it is likely that too many receive the
Eucharist in a state of mortal sin, this is
no reason to lower the bar. Low expectations lead to mediocrity, not to spiritual
excellence. But we are all called and
challenged to imitate the Saints, which
is to say, to imitate Christ. We humbly
acknowledge that none of us is perfect,
which means that we are constantly called
to repent, amend our ways, and return to
communion with God before we receive
Holy Communion in a worthy fashion.
Only then can we utter with humility and
gratitude: “Lord, give us that bread always.”
 Fr Michael Chua is the Parish Priest
of the Church of Jesus Caritas, Kepong.
He is also the Chancellor of the Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur.
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ECMI adopts new
approach in its ministry
JOHOR BAHRU: The ECMI (Episcopal
Commission for Migrant and Itinerants) has
adopted a new approach in its ministry across
the region of Malaysia, Singapore, and Brunei.
During the ECMI Conference on July 20,
the word ‘cluster’ was introduced to signify a
territorial pastoral significance for the different dioceses or areas. Previously, ECMI generally used the diocesan territory to identify,
cater and translate its pastoral essence and
mission. However, the current situation has
paved the way for the ECMI to readjust its
structural set-up to better express itself to the
migrant communities whose cries of anguish
and needs were not given enough attention
amidst the pandemic.
In his welcome address to the 56 representatives online, the biggest ever participation
for the ECMI meeting, Dominic Lim, the
outgoing chairperson of the ECMI EXCO,
carefully and consciously used the word to
mark and visualise the differences of each
diocese and area and to explain how they had
ministered to the migrants under the current
pandemic situation.
Conscious that the word currently has
medical connotations, Lim stressed that the
pandemic has highlighted significant shortcomings in the pastoral situations which the
Church has to investigate. This prompted
the ECMI to discern, identify and reorganise
itself, as a result of which several dioceses
were grouped together to form clusters. The
dioceses within clusters face similar pastoral

The representatives from all the dioceses during the ECMI meeting.

situations such as the presence of migrant
communities and, by forming into a larger
pastoral unit, instead of each diocese being
left to cater for the pastoral needs of the migrant communities on its own, this approach
is intended to amplify and strengthen efforts
to minister to the migrants and itinerants in
the region in a more efficient and organised
way.
Also, under this new approach, instead of
a representative for each diocese, an ‘exco’
will be elected from each of the clusters —
the cluster of Brunei, the Sabah cluster, the
Sarawak cluster, the Peninsula Malaysia
cluster, and the Singapore cluster, to form a
new line-up of ECMI excos, a commission
headed by one of the bishops of the region.
In keeping with previous selection practices,

these excos are selected from among candidates suggested by the respective bishops of
every diocese of the regions. Each cluster
will be electing an individual who will speak
for and embody the pastoral situations of
migrant and itinerants in the cluster he represents.
The reason behind this, said Lim, is that the
pandemic has brought out both the strengths
and the weaknesses of everyone in the various organisations, be they individuals, parties, NGOs, religious bodies, or even the
Church. The current situation also highlights
the initiatives and resources of the various
groups which the ECMI hopes would make
more impact with an efficient, concerted effort and better networking within the regional Church. — By Peter Zeter

MJD News Update #50

Greetings and Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you,
dear People of God.
The week of the Novena and feast of St Anne ended on July
26. In the past, pilgrims flocked to Bukit Mertajam or Port
Klang and other chapels at Alor Gajah. What a time! Pilgrims
from Thailand, Australia, Brunei and Singapore and the numerous domestic devotees from as far as Sabah and Sarawak
would drop by. The last two years have been different. The
COVID-19 pandemic has restricted movement and caused
lockdowns and closed churches, yet the faithful still celebrated this holy feastday, kept their vows, and connected online.
Faith is in the heart. No pandemic, lockdown or Mass restrictions were able to stop the devotees. The pilgrims “made
their way to the shrine”, the churches and the chapels. May
St Anne continue to intercede for all the suffering, those who
had lost much, and the needy.
Confusing times. Nobody knows who is making the decisions or when they were made. Is our country a democracy,
with a government elected by the people? People are looking
for credible leaders who are transparent and accountable, who
love a Malaysian Malaysia, the constitution, the Rukunegara
and the rule of law. Where are we heading?
An entire nation is hoping that there will be answers to
the critically pivotal questions on everyone’s minds since
parliamentary proceedings recommenced on Monday, July
26 — what are the rules, where are the proposals to address
our overburdened hospitals and healthcare centres, and what
is the way forward regarding steps to improve the economy
and start healing from the debilitating effects of the pandemic
and the lockdowns? Instead, we watch in disbelief as the shenanigans in that august house unfold. However, as a People of
God, let us put our trust in the Almighty and seek Our Blessed
Mother’s intercession for our beloved country.

1.0 A Thought for the Week: Twisting the Signpost

Once upon a time, there was an old man on the brink of death.
As he lay in bed, it was clear to his friend sitting nearby that
something was troubling him. Finally, the old man broke the
silence. “When I was a boy,” he said, “I used to play in a
field near the intersection. There, at the intersection stood an
old signpost. One day I twisted it so that its arrows directed

travellers down the wrong road. As I lie here now, I wonder
how many people I misdirected by that action – and by other
wrong actions in my life.”
CONSIDER THIS
Have we pointed out to others the correct direction or misguided them? In what way have we misdirected others? John
the Baptist pointed out to Jesus, saying “Behold the Lamb of
God!”. That day, John the Baptist’s disciples left him to follow Jesus. Don’t meddle with signs. Be the sign

2.0 Announcements for this a week:

2.1 The Caritas-MJDOHD reports that the “Bantuan
Dapur” registrations have soared to 2702 todate. My thanks
to all the parish Caritas committees for the many initiatives to
help the needy. Be aware of the emergence of the new poor,
the new needs, for example, mental health needs, rising suicides and cries for jobs. Help when you can or at least lead
them to those who can help. It is our time to walk the extra
mile.
2.2 The COVID-19 pandemic can be likened to the wildfires
of Australia and the West Coast of the US. It is vicious and
unforgiving when we are negligent. It shows no favouritism,
does not respect race, religion, status, privileges, position, or
wealth. The number of daily cases has exceeded the 15,000
mark. Continue to pray for the medical frontliners, the hospitals and the many charitable Malaysians.
2.3 The Parish Pastoral Assembly 2021 is scheduled for September-October 2021. It is a time to discover, discern, decide,
design, and do. It is a time for parishes to listen to ‘what the
Holy Spirit is saying to the Church”. The parish priests, Parish Pastoral Councils and Parish Animating Teams are being
prepared to facilitate this exercise. The MPI (Mission Pastoral
Institute) has been asked to brief and prepare the parish teams.
Feedback from parishioners will be sought too.
2.4 The Directory of Counselling Ministry and Mental
Health Therapists has been compiled by the Malacca Johore
Diocese Counselling Ministry. The contact list is available at
all parishes. Contact the parish priests or the Counselling Offices at Majodi Plentong or Good Shepherd Seminary Melaka
for more information.

3.0 This Week’s Question and Query.

The Q asks: A reforming Pope? What does it mean to reform?
For Pope Francis, true reform is to take seriously that Christ is
in charge of His Church; it is to make space for God to build
God’s people.
1. It is a struggle because :
• the goods of religion can easily be usurped and controlled
• the goods can be harnessed to un-Gospel-like purposes• attempts to profit from the goods can corrupt religion
• the Church can fall into worldliness i.e., the enrichment
or prestige of the few
2. The signs of a deformed Church:
• when the Church is turned away from Christ even while
it is speaking of Christ
• when the Church is prevented from evangelising because Christianity is reduced to an ideology or a set of
precepts safeguarded by an elite few.
3. The remedy is to live by discernment, to enter the place of
combat, to resist and expose spiritual worldliness, to enter the
world of angels of light (the bad spirits in disguise), to be open
to opposition and resistance.
Pope Francis quoted “when the dogs (opposition or resistance) are barking, it is a sign that we are moving ahead”.
Thank you for reading. Let us continue to build God’s Kingdom together. The call is to shrewdness. Jesus remarked that
‘the children of this world are shrewder in dealing with their
own kind than are the children of light’. He also said: ‘Be
cunning as serpents, but gentle as lambs.’ God bless you.
Continue to be safe and keep one another safe.
Bishop Bernard Paul
July 30, 2021
Click here to watch the video
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Peninsular Malaysia clergy
come together for Vespers
KUALA LUMPUR: In conjunction
with the First World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, the Church
of St Joseph organised Vespers
(evening prayer in the Divine Office)
via Zoom for the clergy in Peninsular
Malaysia. This was broadcast live to
enable the faithful to participate as
well.
Forty members of the clergy from
the different dioceses participated in
this virtual prayer meet which commenced with the Angelus, proceeded
with the Vespers, and was followed
by a special blessing from Archbishop Julian Leow.
Fr Patrick Massang, CSsR, from
the Church of Our Mother of Perpetual Help, Ipoh, gave a brief reflection
on grandparents and elders who have

Clergy from the different dioceses participating in the virtual evening prayer.

played prominent roles in God’s salvation plan. His sharing was based
on the theme for the day: The Richness of Many Years of Life. He said
that our grandparents and elders feel
that there is no sense of belonging
anymore and that they are part of

the “throw-away culture”. He also
emphasised that we should treasure
the richness of their stories and transmit them to younger generations. He
said that “Faith is not abstract; it is
handed down to us through communication and is the first proclamation

from our elders.”
Fr Massang also expressed sadness at the attitude of our government in erasing many aspects of the
history of our nation. “The richness
of our history has been lost. There
are no records and there is nothing

kept in the archives. What we have
is non-genuine rewritten history.” He
ended by encouraging young people
to appreciate their grandparents and
elders and to be loving towards them
at all times.
Archbishop Leow concluded Vespers with a blessing and encouraged
the younger generation to lend listening ears to their grandparents and
elders who often repeat the stories of
their dreams, memories, and prayers.
The parish community of the
Church of St Joseph is privileged
to have coordinated this memorable
event during this Year of St Joseph
and to have endeavoured to continue to carry out the mission of the
Church entrusted by Christ our Lord
during this difficult time.

Let your hands do the praying, Don’t forget the elderly
during this pandemic
Bishop Sebastian urges
BUKIT MERTAJAM: The monthlong feastday celebration at the Minor Basilica of St Anne reached its
apex on July 26 as Catholics all over
the world honoured the grandparents
of Jesus Christ.
Celebrating the feastday Mass,
Bishop Sebastian Francis urged the
faithful to use their hands to proclaim the faith.
“The hands say everything. It’s
all in your hands, whether it be returning to prayer and interceding for
yourself and others; whether it be
embracing the whole of creation and
all of humankind who are all suffering together; whether it be blessing and passing on the Holy Spirit
from one to another, or whether it
be feeding the poor or healing others
through the medium of touch.
“Go beyond the head. Let your
hands do the praying,” he said in his
homily.
Bishop Sebastian also paid homage to the French MEP fathers who
brought the devotion to St Anne to
Penang’s shores.

Bishop Sebastian Francis during the
feastday Mass on July 26, 2021.
“History has shown that when we
live in a critical time, at a critical
moment, it is important to go back to
your roots and be anchored.
“It was the French missionaries
who were here 200 years ago who

brought this devotion from Brittany
in France and planted the seed here.
“And today, we are the beneficiaries,” Bishop Sebastian expounded.
For the second year running, the
feastday of Jesus Christ’s grandmother was celebrated online at the
Minor Basilica of St Anne.
Virtual petitions, flower and candle donations, and prayer requests
came in a steady flow throughout the
month, while live-streaming of the
prayers and services at the Shrine of
St Anne (fondly known as the ‘Old
Church’) have been ongoing around
the clock since the festival began.
A statue of St Anne, with Mother
Mary, was placed near the front
gate, and parishioners in the vicinity
were seen stopping at the entrance
to kneel and pray while dropping off
donations and petitions by placing
them in two large wooden boxes. —
By Andrea Filmer
To access the church’s online
celebration, visit youtube.com/c/
BasilicaofStAnneBM.

Pilgrims stay connected to Grandma Anne
BUKIT MERTAJAM: The theme
Shrine of Harmony and Grandmother of Hope was specially chosen for
the month-long Feast of St Anne
celebration at the Minor Basilica of
St Anne. Despite the second year
of lockdown due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the zeal and ardent devotion of the pilgrims and devotees
of St Anne continue to inspire the
People of God to stay connected to
Grandmother Anne and receive her
maternal blessings.
Encouragingly, on July 25, Pope
Francis invited the Church to celebrate the First World Day of Grandparents and Elderly, just a day before
the Feast of Sts Joachim and Anne.
This marks a memorable and significant meaning for the Minor Basilica
of St Anne, dedicated to the Grandparents of Jesus.
The day began with the ringing of
the church bells at 6.00am to invite
those around the compound to pray
the Angelus together in thanksgiving.

Pilgrims who came by to greet
St Anne from the gates of the main
entrance of the shrine with offerings
of flowers, candles, garlands, and
petitions were warmly welcomed by
the hospitality ministers, deacons,
and priests from 8.00am – 8.00pm.
Those who were not able to be physically present were very much united
virtually through the 24-hours livestreaming from inside the Shrine of
St. Anne.
Throughout the day, the recitation
of the Holy Rosary, Adoration and
Benediction, together with a prayer
for healing, followed by Novena and
Mass in various languages (English,
Tamil, Bahasa Malaysia and Mandarin) was broadcast for all to participate in. Although many are unable to
receive Holy Communion at present,
the Act of Spiritual Communion
through the Word of God, which is
accessible to all, plays a pivotal role
in providing spiritual nourishment at
this challenging time.

At each Mass during the celebration, the priests and bishop encouraged all elders and grandparents,
wherever they are, to take some
time to bless all their grandchildren
and anyone younger than them.
The Minor Basilica of St Anne
continues to feed the poor in Bukit
Mertajam with rations through the
Feed the Hungry project and carries on the tradition of distributing
meals daily during the Feast of
St Anne, following the necessary
guidelines.
The Prayer Hotline (which includes priests, deacons, religious
and a bishop) is still open and is
available to all throughout the day
from 9.00am to 9.00pm.
Greetings from the Grandmother
of Hope who continues to pray for
our vocation and mission on earth,
just as she prepared the Blessed
Virgin Mary for her vocation and
mission. — By Deacon Lazarus
Jonathan

A poster by the Archdiocesan Family Life Commission.

KUALA LUMPUR: The Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur celebrated the
first Day of Grandparents and the Elderly on July 25 with Mass presided
over by Archbishop Julian Leow.
The archbishop’s homily was on
the theme I am with you always,
(Mathew 28: 20) and he reiterated
the message of the Holy Father on
this special occasion for the Grandparents and the elderly — that this
pandemic has really been a time of
trial for all of us, especially the elderly who feel isolated.
He gave an example of an elderly
friend who mentioned that even
when the churches were re-opened
briefly for a few weeks, the elderly
were not encouraged to attend. They
not only felt isolated, but they also
felt cut off from family, friends, relatives — and it seemed that even the
Church did not want them to return
when the doors were opened.
The archbishop continued continued with the Holy Father’s reminder that, just as the Angel visited
Mother Mary, ‘angels’ can still visit
the elderly through the faces of their
grandchildren, family members and
friends. But today, with the lockdown, even that is not possible. He
urged the elderly to use this time to
focus on the Word of God, by reading, for example the Psalms, the
Prophets, etc.
“The Lord is close to us in new
ways, with new ideas and new consolations. For God, there is no retirement and therefore, for the elderly

there is also no retirement. Likewise,
the Holy Father became Pope at an
advanced age. The Holy Father reminds us that the vocation of the
elderly is to preserve their roots, to
pass on the faith to the young, and
to care for the little ones. Therefore,
there is no retirement age for proclaiming the Gospel.”
Fr Edwin Peter, Ecclesiastical Assistant for the Family Life Commission, concelebrated at the Mass. He
thanked everyone who contributed
to make this celebration possible in
a short span of time
Before concluding, he also urged
everyone to continue to remember
the elderly and the grandparents at
all times. He also paid his respects
to the ones staying far away, living
in old age homes, and the homeless,
and called on everyone to pray for
them. He prayed a special prayer
for those who had succumbed to illness due to the pandemic, and for the
surviving spouses, and repeated the
Holy Father’s assurance that “God is
with us till the end of time.”
The Holy Father has granted a
plenary indulgence to grandparents
and the elderly through Confessions, Eucharistic communion and
prayer. The Pope has also extended
this plenary indulgence on this same
day to the faithful who devote time
to physically or virtually visit their
elderly brothers and sisters in need
or in difficulty on this day. — By
Robert and Shelah Basker, AFLC
Chair couple
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INE kickstarts Parish Leaders
Transformation Training

KUALA LUMPUR: Empowered
by the Peninsular Malaysia Bishops, the Institute for New Evangelisation (INE) launched its Parish
Leaders Transformation Training,
July 23, 2021.
The nationwide virtual launch
was graced by the Archbishop of
Kuala Lumpur, Most Rev Julian
Leow, Rt Rev Dato Seri’ Sebastian
Francis of Penang, and Rt Rev Bernard Paul of Malacca Johore Diocese.
At the end of his opening address,
Bishop Bernard formally unveiled
the programme which was followed by a short video highlighting
the topics of the formation and the
speakers.
He said the COVID-19 pandemic, which has affected people worldwide, has raised a need for churches
to find new and creative ways to remain committed to the parish community.
Bishop Bernard reminded those
taking part that the ‘spirit of evangelisation is within the Church’ and
urged everyone to grasp this ‘new
way of communication’ as a way of
‘Bridging Christ in Crisis’, which
also happened to be one of the topics of the programme.
In line with the Peninsular Malaysia Pastoral Convention IV (PMPC)
pastoral statement by the Archbishop and Bishops of the Church in
Peninsular Malaysia of November
26, 2016, the formation primarily

T

seeks to ‘revitalise and revive parishes,’ an initiative by the lay people
for the lay people.
The line-up of speakers are Fr
Joseph Stephen CssR, Michael Xavier, Jude Antoine, Elizabeth Lopez,
Alex Choong and Paul Julianose.
The micro-training covers a range
of topics that includes Bridging
Christ in Crisis, Parish Congregation Needs, I am a Servant Leader,
Closeness in a time of Physical
Distancing, Sharing Our Blessings:
Centralising and Distributing, and
Social Media Outreach.
Archbishop Leow said the urgency for the revival of parish communities during these times of crisis
is vital, with the concerns of the
Church ‘staying relevant’ and where
the need for ‘self-reflection’ arises.
As Malaysia continues to battle
the COVID-19 pandemic, Archbishop Leow said that INE is an
‘opportunity to get going’.
He said the revival programme is
also a platform to be equipped physically and to be spiritually ready in
facing the challenges of the new
normal.
He asked the participants, consisting of parish lay leaders, Parish Pastoral Council members and
Ministry heads, to devote reflective
prayer time ‘with God first’, before
going out to be ‘missionaries of the
Good News’.
More than 115 participants, including the organisers and others,

joined the virtual meeting which
was emceed by Francis Xavier
Arulanthu and led in a brief praise
and worship session by Jonathan
D’Oliveiro.
Meanwhile, Bishop Sebastian,
who is also the President of the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei,
said he hopes the outcome of the
leadership training will lead in the
direction of the ‘vision of a synodal
Church’ that will encompass a decentralised approach and encourage
everyone to stay engaged throughout the pandemic.
The formation creates a significant headway for the pastoral vision
and mission ‘to be propelled to be
creative, inclusive and bridge-building,’ said Bishop Sebastian.
Initiated by the Peninsular Malaysia Institute for New Evangelisation
(INE) and spearheaded by Michael
Xavier, Chairman of INE, the sixweek formation (two topics every
fortnight) takes place from July 24
to Aug 28, 2021, comprising of six
topics (two hours each) scheduled
as part of the Parish Community
Revival Project.
‘Wake up and take action,’ Michael says, as the leadership training aims to equip leaders to act instantly, preparing them to directly
work alongside their parish priests
to organise pilot projects in their
respective parishes. — By Melissa
Fernando

MELAKA: Fr Cyril Mannayagam
(pic) from Malacca Johore Diocese
begins a five-year contract as seminary formator at St Peter’s Seminary Kuching this month. This new
assignment comes after he completed a two-year course to gain a
Licentiate in Spirituality from St
Peter’s Pontifical Institute of Spirituality, Bangalore, India.
“When I returned in April this
year, Bishop Bernard Paul called
me in for a chat. He was happy
with my results and asked what I
wanted to do next, so I answered,
‘I will go wherever you send me.”

The bishop then broached the topic
of his becoming a formator at the
seminary in Sarawak.
After his ordination, Fr Cyril
was an assistant parish priest for
six months, and for the next 10
years, he served as a parish priest
in Segamat and Muar followed by
three years in Melaka. “Although
I like being in a parish as it gives
me a lot of joy serving parishioners, after years of studies, I know
obedience to the bishop is a top
priority and I accepted this new the
role with a joyful heart.” His Alma
Mater follows the spirituality of St
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Bloom where you are planted
Francis De Sales, and on its noticeboard is the quote ‘Bloom where
you are planted’ – and that is now
his motto too.
Never in his wildest dreams did
this first-time formator imagine
himself in such a role. Yet he accepted it with great faith and is excitedly looking forward to the task
ahead.
“I have no experience in being
a formator. It is a new adventure,
I am a little afraid, but I accept the
new challenge with an open heart,”
said Fr Cyril, whose dissertation
was on the Spirituality of Leader-

ship, Jesus’ Model an Effective
Pastoral Servant Leadership for
Contemporary Church.
In preparing for the role, Fr Cyril
is spending time in silent prayer
and working on the topics he will
teach.
As a formator, Fr Cyril aims to
impart his own experience of God
to the seminarians. “I hope my
presence will make a difference.
Not only what I am doing, but my
being there must encourage others
to be a disciple of Christ.”
Fr Cyril leaves for Kuching on
August 8. — By Gwen Manickam

Discernment: How do I know what God wants of me?

his is a question many of us
grapple with when it comes to
discerning what God wants us to do.
We are at a loss, especially if the decision concerns one’s vocation, career path or even choice of spouse.
Catholics at Home podcast was
fortunate to have Fr Richard Anthonysamy, SJ, to help viewers learn
how to discern what God wants
them to do. Fr Richard is currently
assistant parish priest at the Church
of the Assumption in Petaling Jaya.
“Discernment is a process which
leads us to a decision,” he said.
“What’s important is it must
move you in the direction that God

wants you to go. If the ultimate destination is from the Lord, the Holy
Spirit will guide you.
“A discerning person must be a
prayerful person. They must desire
to do God’s will and express openness to obey. When we develop
that, we develop a familiarity with
Christ who is central in this whole
process. There may be struggles
but keep at it – we need to walk the
journey.”
Fr Richard explained that there
are three ‘signs’ to look out for in
the discernment process.
“First of all, ask whether the decision is something that will draw

Daily
Issues
Trending
Topics
you closer to the fullness of life
that God is calling you to. It must
be life-giving.
“Secondly, look for interior affirmation. The decision must make
you feel a growth in faith, growth
in hope, and growth in meaning in
life, and it must change who you
are as a person.
“Thirdly, the decision must be

something accessible (realistic) to
you. Start with what’s in front of
you and what’s available to you.”
Fr Richard added, “Take that step
forward and the Lord will continue
to reveal the next step and the next,
and you’ll start to align yourself
with God.
“With the right decision, you go
deeper into executing that decision
in your life. It forms who you are
and you’re at home that this was
the right decision.”
Fr Richard recommends having
a spiritual director in the discernment process, who may be a priest,
religious or lay person. “Spiritual

directors won’t tell you what to do,
but they act as a sounding board for
guidance,” he said.
It is important to note that mistakes may still be made despite going through a proper discernment
process. In such situations, Fr Richard said, “You have to see whether
the decision can be undone. There
are some decisions that cannot be
undone, so embrace the situation,
move along and live it fully.” — By
Julie Lim
To view this podcast, go to:
h t t p s : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=Qe0CBvtIQhg
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World Day Against Trafficking in Persons — July 30, 2021

Caritas Sibu focuses on safe
migration and anti-human trafficking
SIBU: Caritas Sibu has decided
to highlight ‘Safe Migration and
Anti-Human Trafficking’ as its focus towards raising awareness and
enhancing the understanding of human trafficking among members of
the public.
Caritas Sibu was established in
November last year, shortly after the
virtual launch of Caritas Malaysia.
Apart from ‘Safe Migration and
Anti-Human Trafficking’, the other
thematic areas in focus are ‘Environmental Justice and Climate
Change’, ‘Spiritual Enhancement
and Interfaith Dialogue’, ‘Advocacy and Communications’, ‘Institutional Development and Capacity Strengthening’, and ‘Emergency
Response and Disaster Risk Reduction’.
Collectively and individually,
Caritas’ core mission is to work towards ‘building a better world, especially for the poor and oppressed
communities.’
According to Caritas Sibu director Eta Ting, there is a great need for

Caritas Sibu director Eta Ting

human trafficking to be accorded
focus because it is a heinous crime
against humanity.
“Pope Francis has stressed that
human trafficking is a crime against
humanity – one that has become
more rampant than ever, threatening
not only the individuals involved,

but also the foundational values of
society.
“It is a crime that should be
greatly admonished as it taints human dignity – no one must ever take
advantage of another person and exploit them,” she said.
Ting, who has been actively involved in creating awareness of
human trafficking issues over the
last four years, said she first learned
about human trafficking through her
earlier involvement in the One-Stop
Crisis Centre.
“I began to understand the subject
better after watching documentary
films and reading stories about the
victims who later became advocates
of championing the fight against human trafficking.
“I also learned how some traffickers would use drugs to control the
victims; they would even beat them
violently; manipulate or brainwash
the victims to make them fear and
become dependent on the traffickers,” she said.
Through this eye-opening infor-

mation, she decided to gather the interreligious communities and work together with Sibu Resident’s Office and
the relevant government agencies to
declare war against human trafficking.
Ting said that under Caritas Sibu,
one of the projects that she hoped
would be realised would be a shelter
home for the female victims of human
trafficking, as well as exploited workers.
Once established, such a facility would be the first of its kind in
Sarawak, she added.
“We are still a very new organisation, and we are trying to collaborate
with the relevant governmental agencies in this project.
“Despite the current COVID-19
pandemic, we are hopeful that such
smart partnership with the committee
of Atipsom Sibu and the other governmental agencies and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) would
benefit everyone,” she said.
Atipsom is the acronym for the
Anti-Trafficking in Persons and AntiSmuggling of Migrants Act 2007.

She added that Caritas Sibu would
collaborate with Atipsom Sibu in programmes to raise public awareness of
human trafficking issues.
Ting, who is also the vice-chairperson of Atipsom Sibu, observed that the
public in Sibu seemed to not care much
for this ‘modern-day slavery’ issue in
Sarawak.
“It appears that they think that modern-day slavery is such a far-fetched
idea; one that would never happen in
their backyard.
“Actually, human trafficking is a reality in Sarawak – there are people being smuggled in and out.
“There are those who are aware of
such activity, but they think it’s not
their business to interfere; they even
refuse to talk about it out of fear that
the human-traffickers may come out to
harm them.
“As upsetting as it is, this is where
we, Atipsom and Caritas Sibu come
in – to declare war on human trafficking and the smuggling of migrants into
Sibu and beyond too,” she said. — By
Jane Moh, Borneo Post

SIBU: Recently, the Ministry of Women and Family Malaysia announced
five new initiatives meant to protect
and look after the welfare of human
trafficking victims.
According to the ministry’s strategic
Planning and Policy Division, Women’s Policy and Gender Unit assistant
secretary Ajanis Ba’i, these initiatives
would be outlined for implementation
this year.
“They cover a training module for
protection officers, the creation of an
intervention model in shelters, and amplification of communication services
for the victims and families.
“Other initiatives would include allowing mothers and children who have
been rescued together to be housed in
the same shelter, versus the previous
arrangement where only children under the age of 12 could be placed in the
same shelter with the mothers.
“In addition, plans are underway
to create shelters in Sarawak,” said
Ajanis.
These initiatives, she said, would
serve as continuations from what the
ministry had implemented last year.
For the record, the Ministry of Women and Family Malaysia heads the Human Trafficking Victims Care and Protection Committee in the Council for
Anti-Trafficking in Persons and AntiSmuggling of Migrants (Atipsom).
Ajanis added that among the initiatives implemented last year were
coordinating guidelines related to protection with enforcement, allowing
victims housed in shelters to wear their
own clothes and separating victims
based on interim protection orders and
protection orders at separate shelters.
In helping human trafficking victims,
Ajanis said the ministry had always endeavoured to provide the best services

based on a ‘victim-centric approach’,
focusing on the needs and well-being
of the victims; and a ‘trauma-informed
approach’, taking into consideration
the psychological and emotional condition of the victims.
“In short, it takes into consideration
(the aspects of) safety, reliability and
transparency, support, empowerment,
and choice, and also a culture that
stresses agreement with the victims.
“Matters linked to the victims must
be handled with the knowledge and
consent of the victims them-selves,’’
she said.
According to Ajanis, the ministry
provides several intervention services
and programmes for victims of human
trafficking, including free health and
treatment services, counselling, legal
and court services, and provision of
work permits for those who meet the
conditions.
“The ministry also cooperates with
various non-government organisations
(NGOs) to protect and look after the
welfare of human trafficking victims
involving medical, counselling and interpreter services.
“I wish to stress that the crime of
human trafficking is an issue that transcends the responsibility of various
quarters – be they from the government, the private sector, the NGOs or
anybody else out there.
“As such the concept of ‘whole
of nation, whole of government and
whole of society,’ must be appreciated
together. The ministry is committed to
the care and protection of human trafficking victims because it involves a
praiseworthy effort in looking after the
welfare of the victims and ensuring that
our country is seen as being efficient in
combating human trafficking,” stressed
Ajanis. — By Jane Moh, Borneo Post

Public urged to call hotline to Ministry announces new
initiatives to safeguard victims
help victims of trafficking
SIBU: In conjunction with World
Day Against Trafficking in Persons
on July 30, Caritas Sibu joined a
nationwide campaign to promote
the MAPO Hotline: 03-8000 8000.
A four-minute video has been produced together with a survey to
assess the public’s knowledge on
ATIPSOM Act 2007.
World Day Against Trafficking
in Persons was established eight
years ago to raise awareness about
human trafficking and to promote
and protect the rights of trafficked
victims.
“In Malaysia, we have the
Anti-Trafficking in Persons and
Anti-Smuggling of Migrants
(ATIPSOM) Act 2007 (Act 670).
Awareness of ATIPSOM can save
lives,” said Eta Ting, Director of
Caritas Sibu and Vice-Chairperson
of Jawatankuasa ATIPSOM Bahagian Sibu (JABS).
The national-level ATIPSOM
Council involves five government
agencies – the Royal Malaysia Police (PDRM), the Royal Malaysian
Customs, the Immigration Department, the Labour Department, and
the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA).
The Sibu Division ATIPSOM
Committee was formed on April
12, 2019, with the intention of being an interfaith based community
in partnership with all the relevant
government organisations and
NGOs. Our main purpose is to save
victims of human trafficking.
“By promoting our nationwide
MAPO hotline number during this
COVID-19 pandemic, we hope
to engage more Malaysians to be
socially responsible and to stop il-

Over 40 million people are victims of human trafficking, according to data
from United Nations’ International Labour Organisation (ILO) and Walk
Free Foundation. (AsiaNews photo)

legal human trafficking activities
together!”, said Wong Hee Sieng,
Sibu Resident and Chairman of
Jawatankuasa ATIPSOM Bahagian
Sibu (JABS)
“I am deeply honoured to be involved in this initiative and thankful to witness a united interfaith
community comprising the Bahais,
the Buddhists, the Christians, the
Hindus, the Muslims and the Sikhs
who are committed to this noble
cause of speaking up for the voiceless trafficked and smuggled victims who need our help. Let us support this Stop Human Trafficking
campaign!,” said Richard Lon, Director of Unite for Other Religions
(UNIFOR), Jabatan Ketua Menteri
Sarawak.
“We, as Malaysians, are called to
stand united together to declare war
against Trafficking in Persons. This
is a wicked crime which causes victims to be traumatised or even to
go missing without a trace. Let us
help our brothers and sisters — to

restore their dignity and to be protected and safeguarded, especially
the children, for a better world to
live in,” said Puan Syuhaida Abdul Wahab Zen, Undersecretary of
National Strategic Office Majlis
Antipemerdagangan Orang dan
Antipenyeludupan Migran (NSO
MAPO), Ministry of Home Affairs,
Putrajaya.
Eta ended by urging all Malaysians to “stand united to protect
our vulnerable children, women
and men! Your ignorance or silence
only causes the voiceless victims of
Human Trafficking to suffer more
violence and trauma at the hands of
the traffickers. No one wants to be
a trafficked victim! Act Now! One
phone call by you can save a life!”
Click here to view the video:
https://bit.ly/3zRLtMk
Click here for the survey form:
https://forms.gle/zEcNSvcTkRE99H8s8

l Turn to Pages 12 & 13 for more
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Redemptorists condemn ‘red-tagging’
of their mission community
MANILA: The Congregation of the
Most Holy Redeemer, commonly
known as the Redemptorists, condemned what it described as the
“malicious” red-tagging of its mission community in the northern Philippine city of Laoag.
“This unfounded accusation must
be vehemently denounced,” said
Fr Victorino Cueto, Superior of the
Congregation’s Vice Province of
Manila, in a statement.
He said it is “truly sad” that the
community’s mission engagements
resulted in red-tagging. “They are
not communists, neither are their
supporters,” said the priest.
“They are Redemptorists who
follow their missionary vocation to
serve the poor and the most abandoned,” he added.
The priest made the statement
after a tarpaulin was posted outside
the compound of the Redemptorists’
Laoag Mission Community on July

Activists stage a demonstration in Manila calling for an end to the so-called “red tagging” of human rights and
environmental advocates. (LiCas News photo/Jire Carreon)

22, claiming the missionaries were
communist supporters.
“This kind of action has been happening in many parts of the country,”
he said, adding that “causing harm to

innocent individuals and groups is
not acceptable.”
Fr Cueto urged the government
and the Philippine Commission on
Human Rights to investigate “this

many parts of the world” due to the
surge in COVID-19 infections, including in Vietnam.
Precisely in this dramatic situation, he pointed out, the new priests
will be the ‘Good Samaritans’,
“bringing care and mercy to wounded hearts, and they will also be missionaries in remote places and even
in the dioceses where the Lord will
call them to live”. “Evangelisation,”
he recalled, “is the task of every
baptised person; the proper mission
of every priest is to lead men and
women to God in order to have the
gift of salvation and eternal life".
Bishop Alphonse, who serves as
head of the Episcopal Commission
for Evangelisation of the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of Vietnam,
said that priests are called to be
available and to be happy to serve
anywhere, including in remote mission territories, the poor countryside

or in areas hard to reach. “People
in places of conflict, or where there
are natural disasters or a high risk
of contagion from a pandemic,”
the bishop said, “really need the
presence of priests for material and
spiritual comfort, in order to help
overcome pain and receive hope”.
Bishop Alphonse noted that the
Lord continues to call young people
despite the fact that nowadays many
are unwilling to dedicate their lives
to serve people in difficult and dangerous places.
The 68-year-old prelate said Vinh
Diocese is blessed with a great abundance of priestly and religious vocations. “We are blessed with plenty of
priests, so we must share with other
dioceses who lack priests. Sharing
what we have with others in these
hard times is very meaningful. Now
I strongly decide that our diocese
will share half of these new priests

unlawful and unjust act.”
The Redemptorists Laoag Mission Community has been active in
assisting the local Church and nearby dioceses in faith formation and in

establishing new parishes.
The religious community also
provides assistance to various sectors in need such as farmers, workers
and indigenous peoples.
In times of calamity, they are
among the first to extend support
through relief operations and rehabilitation projects.
The missionaries also assist students to finish their college education
through a scholarship programme.
“As one Redemptorist family, we
stand together! We will not cower in
fear,” said Fr Cueto.
“We remain unshaken. We will
continue to partake in God’s mission
of witnessing to the Good News,” he
added.
Catholic Church leaders in the
Philippines have repeatedly expressed alarm over the spate of killings and the so-called red-tagging of
activists, including Church workers,
in the country. — LiCAS.news

Newly ordained priests urged to work in periphery

VINH, Vietnam: New priests from
a northern Vietnamese diocese with
an abundance of consecrated vocations will be sent to serve a peripheral diocese with a severe lack of
priests.
“It is a day of great joy, a day
of great blessing in the Diocese of
Vinh, which rejoices over 34 newly
ordained priests who will also be
missionaries, when the Lord calls
them to proclaim and bear witness
to the Gospel,” said Bishop Alfonse
Nguyen Huu Long during the ordination of the priests aged 32-50
at Xa Doai Cathedral in Nghe An
province.
“Today you are ordained priests
and sent to go out for evangelisation
and bring back good fruits to God,”
Bishop Long told them.
He noted that his diocese was
“living this moment of great happiness at a time of great suffering in

Bishop Alfonse Nguyen Huu Long ordains priests at Xa Doai Cathedral in
Nghe An province on July 25, 2021. (UCA News photo)

as Fidei Donum or the Gift of Faith
with Hung Hoa Diocese,” Bishop
Long said in his homily.
The head of the Society of Missions of Vietnam said that Bishop

Peter Nguyen Van Vien, apostolic
administrator of Hung Hoa Diocese, warmly welcomed the gift of
faith from Vinh Diocese. — Vatican
News/ucanews.com

riod. The experience makes them
see violence as normal, including
when it is inflicted on their own
children,” he said.
Around 87 per cent of children,
or more than 612,000 children in
Timor-Leste, experience physical
or emotional violence at home.
“Another factor is a lack of education, so they are not aware of the
impact violence has.”
Educating families and pastoral
care will be key components in the
efforts to overcome the problem,
he said.
Fr Xavier said that the archdiocese has long been aware of this
issue, so assistance to families has
become a priority.
“We already have the ‘Peace
Starts from Within the Family’ program because we feel that if children feel peace within the family, it
will have an impact on their future
and on society at large,” he said.

However, he said, the reach of
the programme is still limited,
which is why the archdiocese welcomes World Vision’s invitation to
work together.
“Through this agreement, our
commission team will join hands
with their team,” he said.
This cooperation will last a year,
with the possibility of it being extended and expanded to cover other
areas.
Shula said the Catholic Church
would be an important partner for
World Vision because it has close
relationship with the Timorese
community, of whom 97 per cent
are Catholic.
She said collaboration was significant “to increase knowledge
and awareness among parents
in order to ensure child protection within families, the Church
and society.” — By Ryan Dagur,
ucanews.com

Church teams up with World Vision to prevent violence against children

DILI, Timor-Leste: Dili Archdiocese in Timor-Leste is to work
closely with international Christian
humanitarian and development organisation World Vision in assisting families in rural areas to prevent violence against children.
Fr Diámetru Da Conceiçao Xavier, director of the archdiocese’s
Justice and Peace Commission,
and World Vision’s country director, Miguena Shula, signed a cooperation agreement on July 26.
Both parties will be responsible
for providing assistance to families in remote areas to build peace
and harmony to support children's
growth and development.
The programme’s main targets
are at least 1,700 children from
families in Remexiu and Lekidoe
sub-districts and in Aileu municipality, 47 kilometres southwest of
Dili.
Fr Xavier said the cooperation

Fr Diámetru Da Conceiçao Xavier, director of Dili Archdiocese’s Justice and
Peace Commission, and World Vision Timor-Leste’s country director Miguena
Shula sign a memorandum of understanding on July 26 to provide assistance
to families in rural areas to prevent violence against children. (UCA News
photo/World Vision Timor-Leste)

was important because violence
against children was still common
in Timorese families.
“There are many factors that

trigger it. One of them is the dark
history of the past, where many
parents experienced violence during the Indonesian colonial pe-
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China gets new bishop
under Sino-Vatican deal
GANSU, China: Chinese Catholics
witnessed the consecration of the
fifth bishop under a deal that China's
communist government agreed with
the Vatican three years ago.
Fr Anthony Li Hui was ordained
as the coadjutor bishop of Pingliang
diocese at Gansu province in northwestern China on July 28, approved
by both the State and the Church.
Forty-nine-year-old Bishop Li is
the fifth bishop ordained under the
China-Vatican provisional agreement signed in 2018, Church sources told UCA News.
The Vatican-China provisional
agreement outlines procedures for
ensuring that Catholic bishops are
elected by the Catholic community
in China and approved by the Pope
before their ordinations and installations.
Vatican officials have said that

giving up full control over the
choice of bishops would not be what
the Vatican hoped for, but that the
agreement was a good first step toward ensuring greater freedom and
security for the Catholic community
in China.
Pope Francis has told reporters that the agreement envisions “a
dialogue about potential candidates.
The matter is carried out through dialogue. But the appointment is made
by Rome; the appointment is by the
Pope. This is clear. And we pray for
the suffering of some who do not understand, or who have many years of
clandestine existence behind them.”
The nomination and assignment
of bishops was a sticking point in
Vatican-Chinese relations for decades; the Catholic Church insisted
that bishops be appointed by the
Pope while the Chinese government

maintained that that would amount
to foreign interference in China’s internal affairs.
Bishop Joseph Ma Yinglin of
Kunming, president of the statesanctioned Bishops’ Conference of
the Catholic Church in China, presided over the Mass and ordination
of Bishop Li. Bishop Joseph Guo
Jincai of Chengde, conference vice
president, and Bishop Joseph Han
Zhihai of Lanzhou also participated.
Born in Mei County, Shaanxi
Province, in 1972, Bishop Li joined
the Pingliang diocesan preparatory seminary in 1989 and studied
at the national seminary in Beijing
in 1992. He was ordained a priest
in 1996. He later studied the Chinese language at Renmin University in Beijing until 1998. — CNS/
ucanews.com

Ecuadorian priest awarded by city for
feeding hundreds of the needy daily
GUAYAQUIL, Ecuador: The Mayor's Office of Guayaquil awarded Fr
Wilson Malavé Parrales, director of
the Lord of Good Hope Soup Kitchen
for the Brother in Need, with the Urban Heroes Medal of Merit.
The July 25 award ceremony commemorated the 486th anniversary of
the founding of the city.
The Archdiocese of Guayaquil said
that the soup kitchen run by Fr Malavé started nine years ago by feeding
80 homeless people every day in the
downtown area. It currently offers
meals to about 550 people Monday
through Friday.
“The award is a tribute to the efforts

of all the brother volunteers who support the ‘Lord of Good Hope’ work
of charity that has brought together all
the prayer groups and benefactors in

HONOLULU: Fr Emil Kapaun, an
American priest who laid down his
life as a military chaplain during
the Korean War, has received South
Korea’s highest military decoration
posthumously.
Ray Kapaun, Fr Kapaun’s nephew,
accepted the Order of Military Merit
on behalf of his uncle, a candidate for
sainthood, from President Moon Jaein in Seoul on July 27.
South Korea’s highest decoration
for outstanding military service was
given to the “Jesus of the Korean
War,” as Fr Kapaun is known, for his
dedication to peace and freedom on
the battlefields of Korea. It was presented on the 71st UN Forces Participation Day.
Ray Kapaun’s wife, Lee, accompanied her husband at the presentation at Cheongwadae, known as the
Blue House. It is the executive office
and official residence of the president.
Fr Kapaun, who has the title “Servant of God,” was ordained a priest
for Wichita Diocese on June 9, 1940.

He served as a US Army chaplain in
World War II and the Korean War
and held the rank of captain.
He died in 1951 in a North Korean
prisoner-of-war camp after heroically serving his fellow prisoners. His
cause for canonisation is now under
consideration by the Vatican Congregation for Saints’ Causes.
“Under the extreme situation of
being wounded and taken prisoner,
Fr Kapaun showed bravery in protecting freedom, peace and faith in
God,” said Moon, according to a Korea Times story on the award presentation.
“Also, he celebrated Mass to pray
for the enemy, which was a true
practice of love,” said Moon, who
is Catholic. He added that the late
priest’s life “will become a great spiritual legacy for not only the US and
Korea, but also for all of humanity.”
In March, Fr Kapaun’s remains
were identified by the US Defence
POW/MIAAccounting Agency from
among nearly 800 unknown soldiers
buried in around 1956 in the National

Fr Wilson Malavé Parrales

these difficult times that we are going
through where there is a lot of migration, dysfunctional families and increased drug or alcohol use,” said Fr
Malavé, who also serves as pastor of
St Augustine church.
The people served by this work
of solidarity with food, clothing or a
place to wash include the elderly, migrants, single mothers, street vendors,
the disabled and the homeless.
“People receive Christ through
a pot that’s full of love. It’s not just
food, it’s the love of those who donate
the little or more that they may have
for their neighbour,” the priest said.
— By Walter Sanchez Silva, CNA

South Korea honours US priest with
highest military honour

Fr Emil Kapaun
Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific in
Honolulu. The transfer from North
Korea was the result of the 1953 Korean Armistice Agreement.
His remains will be flown to Kansas after a Mass on Sept 23 this year
in Honolulu’s Cathedral Basilica of
Our Lady of Peace. A vigil will be
held on the evening of Sept. 28 at
Hartman Arena in Park City, Kansas,
just outside Wichita. A morning funeral Mass will be celebrated at the
arena the next day. Afterwards, the
priest’s remains will be entombed
in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Wichita. — By
Christopher M. Riggs, CNS

Fr Anthony Li Hui is ordained as coadjutor bishop of Pingliang diocese in
China’s northwestern Gansu province on July 28. (UCA News photo/www.
chinacatholic.cn)

Faith and coffee inspire pilgrims
at Korean Catholic shrine
KOREA: On a sweltering hot summer day in mid-July, an elderly
Catholic couple visited Yeonpung
Martyrs’ Shrine.
Tired from their travel from Ilsan
city to Goesan as pilgrims to the
popular Catholic shrine covered by
Cheongju Diocese, they looked for
a place to rest and have something
to eat and drink.
Yeonpung Martyrs’ Shrine is one
of two major shrines in Cheongju
which commemorate the 19th century Catholic martyrs who were
killed during the Christian persecution in Korea during the rule of the
Joseon dynasty. The other popular
shrine is Baithi Martyrs’ Shrine.
A volunteer led the elderly couple
to a coffee shop at the shrine where
they could relax and enjoy coffee,
snacks, and a view of the holy site.
However, they were surprised to
find that the menu card in the coffee
shop had no price list. The volunteer
explained that the café follows the
teaching of Jesus: “Freely you have
received, freely give.” (Matt. 10:8)
“You can’t buy coffee and drinks
with your own money here. This
custom is based on what pilgrims
who have came in the past have
done. They donated for others. If
you want, you can give coffee and
drinks to others for free, but if you

don’t want to, you don’t have to,”
said the volunteer.
The resting place, coffee and
snacks are free for all pilgrims coming to the shrine. However, donation boxes in the corner of the café
allow pilgrims to donate for the next
pilgrim and to the shrine voluntarily.
Every month, shrine authorities
use a portion of the donations for
the shrine and religious organisations that need some help.
Fr Kwon Sang-woo, who is
in charge of Yeonpung Martyrs’
Shrine, said the coffee initiative
aims to remind people that “God’s
love and salvation are free gifts
given to us.”
The priest took charge of the
shrine last year and made arrangements for a relaxation area for pilgrims. The shrine was closed for
months due to COVID-19 restrictions but reopened to the public in
May. The dining area of the coffee
shop was renovated during the pandemic and can now offer a resting
place for pilgrims.
Fr Kwon noted that though the
number of group pilgrims has decreased due to the pandemic, individuals continue to visit the shrine
and pray in its quiet environment.
— ucanews.com

A pilgrim makes a donation while visiting Yeonpung Martyrs’ Shrine in
Cheongju. (UCA News photo/Catholic Times of Korea)
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General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops

Synodality is not a ‘fad’ of the Pope

VATICAN: Cardinal Mario Grech
said that synodality is not a “fad”
of the Pope but, rather, “the form
and style of the early Church.”
The Secretary General of the
Synod of Bishops told Vatican
News recently that officials were
working on a preparatory document for the 2023 synod on synodality.
“I would like to clarify a misunderstanding. Many people think
that synodality is a ‘fad’ of the
Pope’s. I hope none of us shares
this thought,” he said.
“In the various preparatory
meetings, it became clear that synodality was the form and style of
the early Church.”
The Vatican announced in May
that the 2023 synod would begin
with a two-year consultative phase
involving Catholic dioceses worldwide.
The General Secretariat of the

Cardinal Mario Grech

Synod of Bishops is expected to
release a preparatory document
and vademecum, or handbook, in
September.
The Maltese cardinal, who was
appointed to his present role in

September 2020, said that the preparatory document recalled the
Second Vatican Council’s desire to
“return to the sources” of Christianity.
“The preparatory document
clearly highlights this; and it highlights how Vatican II, with the
movement of ‘return to the sources’ — the Ressourcement — wanted to recover that model of the
Church, without renouncing any of
the great advances of the Church in
the second millennium,” he said.
“If we want to be faithful to Tradition — and the Council should
be considered as the most recent
stage of Tradition — we must
boldly go down this path of the
synodal Church.”
A synod is a meeting of bishops
gathered to discuss a topic of theological or pastoral significance, to
prepare a document of advice or
counsel for the pope.

The theme for the upcoming assembly is For a synodal Church:
Communion, Participation and
Mission.
Last month the General Secretariat named the members of three
groups helping it to prepare for the
2023 gathering.
Grech told Vatican News: “We
have created four commissions
to support the work leading up
to the synod: one for theological
study, another to help us grow as
a Church in the spirituality of communion, a third for methodology,
and finally, a fourth that will be
dedicated to the aspect of communication.”
Asked if the synodal process required too much of local churches,
Grech said: “All this is not really a
process that complicates the life of
the Church. Without knowing what
the Spirit is saying to the Church,
we could act in a vacuum and,

even without knowing it, against
the Spirit.”
“Once we have rediscovered the
pneumatological dimension of the
Church, then only can we adopt
the dynamism of prophecy-discernment, which lies at the heart of
the synodal process. This is especially true when thinking about the
third term at play: mission.”
The cardinal recalled that the
2018 youth synod referred to “missionary synodality.”
“Synodality is for mission. It is
listening to how the Church becomes itself by living, witnessing
and bringing the Gospel. All the
terms proposed by the title are connected: they stand or fall together,”
he said.
“Let us also ask to be deeply
converted to synodality: it means
converting to Christ and his Spirit,
leaving the primacy to God.” —
CNA

Members of steering committee and commissions named

VATICAN: The general secretariat
of the Synod of Bishops has listed
the members of a steering committee, a commission for theology, and
a commission for methodology to
prepare for the 2023 synod on synodality.
The steering committee has five
members: Archbishop Erio Castellucci, who leads the Italian dioceses of Modena-Nonantola and Carpi; Fr Giacomo Costa, SJ, president
of the San Fedele Cultural Foundation of Milan and director of the
magazine Aggiornamenti Sociali;
Mgsr Pierangelo Sequeri, president
of the Pontifical Theological Institute John Paul II for the Sciences of
Marriage and the Family; Fr Dario
Vitali, full professor in the Faculty
of Theology at the Pontifical Gregorian University; and Myriam
Wijlens, professor of canon law at
the University of Erfurt, Germany.
The commission for theology
has 25 members from around the
world. The commission, which
is coordinated by Bishop Luis
Marín de San Martín, one of two

A meeting in the General Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops.

under-secretaries of the Synod of
Bishops, assists the synod secretariat by reviewing texts, presenting theological proposals “for the
development of synodality,” and
creating and sharing “materials for
theological deepening,” according
to the synod’s website.
The commission’s members in-

The timeline

Synod opens in Oct 2021 –
ends in Oct 2023

l The synod on synodality will
open with a “diocesan phase” in
October 2021 and conclude with
the XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops
at the Vatican in October 2023.
l Pope Francis will “inaugurate the synodal path” over the
weekend of Oct 9-10 with an
opening session and a Mass. All
dioceses are invited also to offer an opening Mass on Sunday,
Oct 17.
l During the diocesan phase,
each bishop is asked to under-

take a consultation process with
the local Church from Oct 17,
2021, to April 2022.
l The Vatican will then release
an instrumentum laboris (working document) in September
2022 for a period of “pre-synodal discernment in continental assemblies,” which will influence
a second draft of the working
document to be published before June 2023.
l The process will culminate in
a meeting of bishops at the Vatican in October 2023.

clude three Jesuits: Fr Paul Béré,
from Burkina Faso, the first African to win the prestigious Ratzinger Prize for theology; Fr Santiago Madrigal Terrazas, a professor
at the Comillas Pontifical University in Spain; and Fr Christoph
Theobald, a Franco-German theologian based at the Centre Sèvres

in Paris.
The commission for methodology, coordinated by Sr Nathalie Becquart, under-secretary of
the Synod of Bishops, has nine
members, including four women:
Cristina Inogés Sanz, from Spain,
Christina Kheng Li Lin, from Singapore, Sr Hermenegild Makoro,

CPS, from South Africa, and Susan
Pascoe from Australia.
Also among the commission’s
members is Fr David McCallum,
SJ, executive director of the Discerning Leadership Programme, a
collaboration between Le Moyne
College in Syracuse, New York,
and other institutions.
The commission’s tasks include
collecting “best practices for synodal processes at all levels,” proposing “methodologies for the
synodal process in all its phases,”
creating “a brochure/website on
best practices,” and working on
“the methodology/process for the
celebration of the Synod of Bishops in October 2023.”
Pope Francis had earlier named
the Jesuit Cardinal Jean-Claude
Hollerich as the relator general of
the synod on synodality.
Hollerich, the president of the
Commission of the Bishops’ Conferences of the European Union
(COMECE), will help to oversee
the gathering of the world’s bishops in Rome. — CNA
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Editorial/Commentary

Editor’s Column

Sustained by Grace

Our resilience will
see us through

L

ife is often a roller coaster of crisis and calm times.
Troubles come on us swiftly and without warning
and then leave us completely drained when they pass. At
times during a crisis, we are not sure whether we have the
strength to survive the bumpy, stress-inducing ride. We
become pessimistic and dread the next turn in the road.
Will it turn our lives upside down? Will it cause us to
falter as we struggle up another possibly perilous hill?
We are, all of us, facing challenging times during this
pandemic — many have lost their jobs and income and
some even their homes. Parents are struggling to cope
with working from home and caring for their children.
There are those who suffer from loneliness and depression, while others have become victims of abuse and even
forced imprisonment. We get increasingly worried as the
number of COVID-19 cases seems to rise each day, and
as we look towards the leaders of the country for some
form of guidance or respite, we are, instead, faced with
their shenanigans in wanting to stay in power. And we
come to the sad realisation that the welfare of the people
is the furthest thing from their minds right now.
In a world that is becoming increasingly characterised
by conflict, confusion and uncertainty, the ability to adapt
in the face of adversity is more prized than ever before.
So we, being the resilient people that we are, trudge on.
People need to be fed, bills have to be paid, the vulnerable need to be cared for. While the power struggles continue, we, the ordinary people — the men and women on
the street — take the #kitajagakita slogan to heart.
It has been truly uplifting to see so many Malaysians
coming forward to help those in need. Kudos to the groups
and individuals who, despite facing their own challenges
during this time of pandemic, continue to fight for the
rights of refugees and migrants; to those who continue on
their mission to put an end to human trafficking and save
victims from a fate worse than death. This is a Malaysia
to be proud of, a society that is showing resilience and a
sense of community in exceedingly trying times.
In these challenging, pandemic times and faced with
an ambiguous political scenario, it’s important to put our
trust and faith in the Lord. Leave everything in God’s
hands. This may be impossible for us, but as Scripture
tells us, ‘Nothing is impossible for God.’ (Luke 1:37).
Personally, I’m trying to live my faith the best I can.
In Jesus, there is great hope. I know who the Truth and
the Life is and that’s where I hitch my wagon. A phrase
that has become a favourite of mine, especially during
this time of uncertainty, is ‘God knows where He wants
to take us.’
Very much in line with the famous adage of mystic Julian of Norwich — “All will be well” — we Christians
have the ability to remain joyful in all circumstances,
however difficult, because of our knowledge that God
gently guides history and cares about us in an intimate
way.
There is still a long way to go and much more to do. We
need to have a deeper respect for and awareness of the
needs of the community – both their faith needs and their
secular needs. The message is to have faith in God; He’s
the reason we do what we do. The end of our story is yet
to be written, and God loves a good ending.
I am able to do all things through Him who strengthens
me. (Philippians 4:13)
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Traditional Latin Mass
movement ‘hijacked’
initiatives of John Paul II
and Benedict XVI
VATICAN: Pope Francis’ letter explaining why he was restricting the
use of the pre-Vatican II Mass “fearlessly hits the nail on the head: the
TLM (Traditional Latin Mass) movement has hijacked the initiatives of
St John Paul II and Benedict XVI
to its own ends,” said Archbishop J.
Augustine Di Noia, who insisted he
was speaking as a theologian and not
as a Vatican official.
The archbishop, a Dominican,
who has served as Secretary of the
Congregation for Divine Worship
and the Sacraments, was deeply
involved in the Vatican’s dialogue
with the traditionalist Society of St
Pius X and is currently adjunct secretary of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith.
When St John Paul and Pope Benedict expanded the possibility of
using the pre-Vatican II Mass, they
were hoping to promote unity in the
Church and counter abuses that were
widespread in the celebration of the
post-Vatican II Mass, the archbishop
said in an email July 20.
While the liberal permission to
use the older Mass has not promoted the hoped-for healing of the rift
with members of the Society of St
Pius X, established by the late Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, the archbishop said, “What we have got now
is a movement within the Church
herself, seemingly endorsed by her
leaders, that sows division by undermining the reforms of the Second
Vatican Council through the rejection of the most important of them:
the reform of the Roman Rite.”
Archbishop Di Noia urged Catholics — both those upset by Pope
Francis’ decision and those gleefully
applauding it — to reread Pope Benedict’s 2007 document, Summorum
Pontificum, which gave broad permission to use the pre-Vatican II Roman liturgy.
Pope Francis withdrew most of
those permissions on July 16 with
the document, Traditionis Custodes,
and likely either consulted with or
at least gave advance copies of the
document to retired Pope Benedict.
Since St John Paul allowed some
use of the older liturgy and, especially since Summorum Pontificum,
Archbishop Di Noia said, “the thing
has gotten totally out of control and
has become a movement, especially
in the US, France and England — a
movement which aggressively promotes the Traditional Latin Mass
among young people and others as
if this ‘extraordinary form’ were the
true liturgy of the true Church.”
While “The Latin Mass Directory”
— www.latinmassdir.org — an on-

Archbishop J. Augustine Di Noia

line listing of churches and chapels
where the pre-Vatican II Mass is celebrated regularly with a local bishop’s permission, may not be comprehensive, Archbishop Di Noia said
that from his experience, it is accurate in indicating that the older liturgy is offered far more in the United
States than in any other country. It
appears to be no coincidence that
the only official translation of Pope
Francis’ documents provided by the
Vatican were in English.
After the Pope published the new
restrictions, there was widespread
speculation online about a survey the
Pope said he asked the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith to carry
out among bishops regarding the use
of the old rite in their dioceses. The
Vatican has not published the results
of the survey, and Archbishop Di
Noia said he did not have the results.
He said Pope Francis explained
in his letter to bishops that “his rationale for the abrogation of all previous provisions in this area is not
based on the results of the questionnaire but only occasioned by them.
The decisive point is there for all
to behold: the evident and ongoing
betrayal of the intentions of the two
pontiffs who permitted the celebration of the 1962 Missal to draw traditionalists back into the unity of
the Church. What the Holy Father is
saying is that the TLM movement is
working for objectives that are precisely contrary to what St John Paul
and Benedict XVI hoped for.”
The archbishop said Catholics
concerned about the liturgy should
reread Redemptionis Sacramentum
(The Sacrament of Redemption), a
2004 document from the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Sacraments emphasising rules that must

be followed in the Latin-rite celebration of Mass to ensure reverence and
the dignity of the celebration.
Like his predecessors, the archbishop said, Pope Francis believes
“the way to address abuses is not by
adopting the ‘extraordinary form,’
but by promoting the true renewal
of the liturgy which, in many places,
has simply not happened.”
“Many people with a desire for
Latin in the liturgy would have been
better served by the novus ordo (the
modern Mass) in Latin than by the
repristination of the pre-conciliar liturgy,” the archbishop said.
“As Pope Francis implies,” he
said, “this renewal is not a matter of
creatively ignoring the rubrics but of
finding the true spirit of the liturgical reform by mining the riches of
the Word of God which have now
been made available, both in the
vastly expanded cycles of the Lectionary and the Divine Office, and
celebrating the Mass with absolute
fidelity to the texts and rubrics and
to its proper nature as a participation
in the celestial worship of Christ, for
the Father, with the communion of
saints.”
“The TLM movement promotes
the rejection of that which the liturgical movement sought above all:
active participation of the faithful
in the liturgical celebration of the
mysteries of Christ,” he said. “In
TLM, there is little concern for active participation. The traditional
Latin Mass, as in the past, becomes
the occasion for engaging in various
types of private prayer if the participants don’t follow the Mass with a
Missal.”
It is no coincidence, he said, that
Benedictines and Dominicans were
the early leaders in the liturgical reform movement before the Second
Vatican Council; the communal experience of liturgy was fundamental
to their spirituality and was the “bedrock” of the Christian life for them.
Previously, and still today with the
old Latin Mass, “individual mystical
experience” was the foundation of
spirituality.
The liturgical reform movement
“was recognised at Vatican II as the
work of the Holy Spirit and became
the basis for a massive overhaul of
the liturgical life of the Church,” he
said. “Pope Francis is right to see,
in the repristination of the pre-conciliar liturgy, at best a form of nostalgic dalliance with the old liturgy,
and at worst, a perverse resistance
to the renewal inspired by the Holy
Spirit and solemnly confirmed in the
teaching of an ecumenical council.”
— By Cindy Wooden, CNS
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A Living Catholic Tradition

uly 16, 2021 was a great day for the Roman
Rite and for the legacy of the Second Vatican Council. Finally, after years of accommodating those who dislike or actually reject
the liturgical reforms of the Council, the Catholic Church’s highest authority took a definitive
step to re-establish the reformed rites as normative for the whole Latin Rite Church, without
exception.
Pope Francis, in his motu proprio Traditionis
Custodes, not only firmly abrogated Pope Benedict’s motu proprio Summorum Pontificum
(2007) which had “freed” the older rites, allowing them to be celebrated by any priest at any
time, but also declared and established that the
reformed liturgy is “the unique lex orandi [law
of prayer]” of the Church today.
This puts an end to the bifurcation of the Roman Rite that Pope Benedict endorsed when
he wrote Summorum Pontificum. He invented
the term “Extraordinary Form” to refer to the
older rites, and called the reformed rites the
“Ordinary Form.” The Roman Rite had never
existed in two forms at the same time, yet that
is what he envisioned. He urged the bishops
to trust that these “two forms” of the Roman
Rite would peacefully coexist and enrich one
another. After thirteen years, however, it became evident that this dream was not going to
materialise.
Clearly, some individuals find serene enjoyment in attending Mass according to the older
rites and have no other agenda. But, overall,
opening up more space for the older rites has
deepened conflict in the Church and led to a
politicisation of the Eucharist. This was always
a danger. Traditionalist movements — both
those which went into schism, as did the followers of Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, and
those who remained in communion with Rome
— have long been associated with hard-right
and authoritarian political regimes. Everything from the effort to restore the monarchy
in France (a hopeless cause) to suppression of
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Pope Francis celebrates Mass in Rome, April 11, 2021. (Vatican Media).

the indigenous peoples of Brazil (an ongoing
problem) has flown under the flag of Catholic
traditionalism. Pope Benedict did not believe
the danger was there, but it was.
Opposition to Pope Francis has also found a
base in traditionalist communities. His teaching on marriage and family, his call for pastoral
accompaniment, and especially his commitment to ecological responsibility and economic
justice, have been virulently opposed in such
circles. It is no accident that American Cardinal Raymond Burke, one of the Pope’s most
public antagonists, is a worldwide chaplain
to Catholic traditionalist communities, or that
the Austrian who threw the Pachamama statue
into the Tiber during the Amazon Synod was a
traditionalist, or that when the disgruntled former Vatican diplomat, Archbishop Carlo Maria
Viganò, tried to unseat Pope Francis, he allied
himself with traditionalists.
Even beyond the scandal of a series of attacks
on a reigning pope, a political struggle over the
enduring legacy of an ecumenical council has

been hanging in the balance. Vatican II’s opening to the world — its commitment to ecumenism, interfaith dialogue and discerning the
signs of the times — has been sharply criticised
and rejected by advocates for the older rites.
Pope Francis has, no doubt, been hearing for
a long time about such tensions and difficulties,
but a turning point was reached when he commissioned a worldwide survey of bishops to
evaluate Summorum Pontificum. The results of
the survey were deeply troubling, compelling
him to act, he said in a letter accompanying his
motu proprio.
The actual responses have not been made
public. Only one document has been leaked:
the summary report from France. It was fairminded, yet also critical. Crucially, it observed
that the goals of Pope Benedict’s project —
reconciliation and enrichment — had not been
reached. In a nice turn of phrase, the French
bishops reported that those who desired the
older rites had been “pacified” but not reconciled.

ety of St. Pius X (SSPX).
When Benedict XVI issued Summorum
Pontificum in 2007, he conducted no survey,
but it appears that some bishops did voice
doubts and try to dissuade him. He overruled
them. History repeated itself; the overtures
to the SSPX were again rebuffed. He said (in
2007) that the bishops could evaluate how
Summorum Pontificum was going in three
years. But no evaluation was sought until 2020
when Francis sent out his survey.
Once Pope Francis consulted with the bishops of the world, he saw it all clearly. It was
time to put his foot down. Accordingly, as of
July 16, 2021, there is no more “Extraordinary Form” and “Ordinary Form.” There is
but one form of the Roman Rite: the liturgy
as reformed by decree of the Second Vatican
Council. Pope Francis reaffirmed what his predecessors had also been saying since the Council: This reform is an expression of the living
Catholic tradition.
Tradition is not the preservation of old
things. It is a vital reality, guided by the Holy
Spirit working through the Church and its leadership. Francis is saying, if you want to find
traditional liturgy, here it is — in the reformed
rites. He has not outlawed the older rites altogether. The liturgical books antecedent to the
reform may still be used to celebrate the liturgy
(according to the 1962 edition) but under limited circumstances, not in parishes, and not at
the whim of individual priests. It is up to the
local bishop to decide when and where these
liturgies may be celebrated, and by whom.
Pope Francis has made it clear that the bishops
are not to give this permission to anyone who
challenges the legitimacy and orthodoxy of the

reform or to those who rejects the authority of
the pope and bishops. Any priest ordained after
July 16, 2021 who wants to celebrate the older
rites must obtain permission from his bishop
and from Rome.
The bishop also gets to decide how long
such celebrations may continue. Several
American bishops have already been responding to Traditionis Custodes as though they
have carte blanche to continue use of the older
rites indefinitely. This is not true. Francis has
specifically said that their job is to guide communities which currently follow older rites to a
state of mind and soul where they can celebrate
the mainstream liturgy of the Church with full,
heartfelt assent. This is the goal — not pacification, not perpetuation of the older rite but,
rather, the embrace of the reformed liturgy as a
“unitary expression of the Roman Rite.” The
bishop, as a custodian of tradition, is obliged to
exercise his authority in concert with the Holy
See, and this means walking in the direction
outlined by Pope Francis.
Most Catholics never objected to Benedict’s
initiative because, as they viewed it, it pertained to a small group of people and wouldn’t
affect them personally. In an age when individualism and consumer choice seem like the
normal state of affairs, it didn’t seem outlandish to provide boutique alternatives for different liturgical tastes, even if this included a taste
for a liturgy that had been superseded by a lawful reform called for by an ecumenical council.
But liturgy is not just a matter of personal taste.
It is a matter of faith and obedience. It belongs
to the collective, which is why it is enshrined in
law and subject to authority.
It’s worth remembering that establishing
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We’ve certainly seen harmful results in the
United States, which has the world’s highest
proportion of locations offering the older rites.
Instead of promoting greater harmony with and
closeness to the universal Church, broad availability of the older rites has been used as an opportunity to create a “church within a Church,”
a community apart from the mainstream. Dubious pastoral practices have attended this development, such as using the Baltimore Catechism instead of the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, or reading the Douay-Reims Bible in
preference to modern Scripture translations. It
is not just a matter of lace and Latin. A reactionary-thought world is being cultivated as well.
One can hardly overstate the disturbance
that freeing the older rites has introduced into
liturgical discussions, even though the actual
number of traditionalists remains small. A
constant stream of criticism has poured forth
from traditionalist enclaves challenging liturgical decisions flowing from the reform, such as
use of the vernacular, Communion in the hand,
women in the sanctuary, and the priest facing
the people at Eucharist. This noisy opposition
grabs attention and causes distraction. A graver
problem is that some adherents of the older
rites have sown doubts about the validity of the
liturgical reform overall and have propagated
the erroneous view that the reformed liturgy
represents a betrayal of orthodoxy and a departure from “the true Church.” Rather than a softening, there has been a hardening of ideological opposition to the Council as a whole. This
is no trivial matter. When someone attacks the
liturgical reform, they attack the Council.
This situation is getting worse, too. Leading
voices among traditionalists in America lately
have totally abandoned Benedict’s project of
“mutual enrichment.” There can be no real
peace with the newer liturgical forms, they argue, because the reformed rite is fundamentally
flawed, a modernist creation. It is not even a
rite, they claim, but a mere “construction.”

Pope Francis unifies the Roman Rite

n this context, Pope Francis’ move is one of
great strategic importance. It corrects the balance. It safeguards the integrity of the Council.
It decisively rejects frivolous claims (“this isn’t
what the Council wanted”; “the reformed liturgy is irreverent and unorthodox”), and calls
everyone back to one common path. It will not
eliminate political conflicts or disagreements
in the Church, but it deprives traditionalists of
the possibility of using the Eucharist as a hub
of resistance to the Council and its legitimate
implementation.
Some have charged that Pope Francis acted
autocratically in abrogating Summorum Pontificum, but actually his actions have been far
more collegial than those his predecessors took
in expanding availability of the older rites. A
brief look at history reveals this. In 1980, when
Pope John Paul II was considering giving an
indult for celebration of the Tridentine Mass,
he took a survey of the world’s bishops. Most
expected it to cause division and were opposed
to it. Only 1.5 per cent were in favour. Nevertheless, he went ahead with it. He was hoping to effect a reconciliation with Archbishop
Lefebvre and his followers who had broken
with the Church because they would not accept
Vatican II. This outreach proved unsuccessful.
When John Paul considered whether to
broaden this permission in 1988, he didn’t
ask the bishops. Instead, he consulted with the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith,
headed by then-Cardinal Josef Ratzinger. Once
again motivated by hope for the healing of the
wound caused by schism (which is why the
motu proprio is called Ecclesia Dei afflicta),
he expanded access further. Still there was no
reconciliation with Lefebvre’s group, the Soci-

the reformed liturgy as the “unitary expression of the Roman Rite” does not in any way
compromise the Church’s commitment to inculturation, as Swiss liturgical scholar Martin
Klöckener has rightly noted. Inculturation is
an entirely different question, because in every
case, the reformed Roman Rite is the basis of
inculturation.
Pope Francis wants to advance the liturgical reforms of Vatican II. His recent decision
to open instituted ministries of lectors and acolytes to women gives evidence of this, as does
his emphasis on the Word of God, mystagogy,
and liturgical catechesis. Through his openness
to inculturation, his decision concerning washing women’s feet on Holy Thursday, his return
of authority over liturgical translations to the
bishops, and even by restricting private Masses
at St Peter’s Basilica in favour of concelebration, he has pressed forward with the reform.
The last surviving Italian bishop who participated in the Second Vatican Council is the
retired bishop of Ivrea, Luigi Bettazzi, age 98.
He is also the last surviving signer of the “pact
of the catacombs” (a pledge made by 40 council fathers to embrace evangelical poverty, humility, charity, justice, and witness). Four days
after Francis promulgated his motu proprio,
and surely with these events in mind, he said,
“We are halfway across the ford, but let’s remember that we still have to cross it.” The ford
is the full implementation of Vatican II. — By
Rita Ferrone, Commonweal
l Rita Ferrone is the author of several books
about liturgy, including Liturgy: Sacrosanctum Concilium (Paulist Press). She is a contributing writer to Commonweal.

12

Focus

HERALD August 1, 2021

World Day Against Trafficking

Break the cycle of human
trafficking with “Care”
ROME: Talitha Kum, the global
anti-trafficking network of Consecrated Life Against Trafficking
in Persons, launched a new campaign, #CareAgainstTrafficking
on July 22, focused on a care-centred model to break the cycle of
human trafficking.
The Care Against Trafficking
campaign aims to show that care
can make a difference at every
stage of the journey in the fight
against trafficking: care for those
who are at risk, care for the victims, and care for the survivors.
From their experience in the field,
the Sisters know that long-term
approaches focused on care can
reduce the risk of survivors being trafficked and exploited again.
However, these approaches require institutional participation
that the Sisters alone cannot guar-

antee.
Between 20 and 40 million people are estimated to be trapped
in modern-day slavery today. As
Talitha Kum members never tire
of telling us, we live side-by-side
with many victims who are ex-

ploited for labour, for prostitution,
for the profitable organ trade.
Talitha Kum International Coordinator, Sr Gabriella Bottani, said,
“We call on all people of good
will to come together and tackle
the systemic causes of human traf-

“A Call Can Change Lives”

Rebuild Lives: Combat Human Trafficking

SHAH ALAM: An online event
hosted by the Church of the Divine
Mercy (CDM) in collaboration with
‘Tenaganita’ and ‘Be My Protector’
on July 24 saw a gathering of people from different faiths and backgrounds coming together to learn
about the current situation of our
country in terms of our efforts in
combating human trafficking, what
we can do as citizens and how we
can put into practice the ‘Kita Jaga
Kita’ attitude to help rebuild the lives
of the people who are directly affected by human trafficking.
Special guests for the morning
were Glorene Das, Nadine Faisal,
Alya Zulaikha from Tenaganita, and
Roland Edward from Be My Protector.
Malaysia, we learnt during the
session, is in fact, a popular place
for traffickers to abuse and violate
the rights of vulnerable people such
as those in the refugee communities, stateless people, people in rural
areas, and even our own citizens.
Malaysia was recently downgraded
from Tier 2 to Tier 3 according to the
Trafficking in Persons (TIP) report,
a yearly study produced by the US
State Department which indicates
that, despite attempts, the Malaysian

government has failed to meet the
minimal standards for the eradication of trafficking.
The many forms of human trafficking prevalent in Malaysia include
the labour trafficking of migrant
workers and domestic workers who
are not given basic human rights
like regular days off from work and
proper living conditions. Under Malaysian law, domestic workers are
acknowledged as domestic servants,
and these individuals are not entitled
to the rights that other employees
have. Nadine pointed out that just
like any of us, they are also seeking a
living and should, therefore, be given
rights and treated fairly.
Other forms of human trafficking
also include sex trafficking of women and children and child pornography. In a recent study done by Be
My Protector, it was found that 78
per cent of children forced into this
sickening industry are between the
ages of 3 to 13 years old. One of the
many factors contributing to the continuity of such horrific acts is the fact
that service providers are not bound
to report should they come across
child pornography online. Ronald
said between 2015 to 2018, over 400
websites in Malaysia were reported

for child pornography, not by service
providers themselves, but by members of the public.
There are many other forms of
human trafficking such as the buying and selling of refugees and babies, student trafficking for labour,
selling of trafficked organs, and so
many others. Human trafficking is
disgracefully, happening all around
us. What can we do about it? Here
are some practical steps that we can
take to combat this crisis:
1. Report the situation to Tenaganita by calling them on their
24-hour hotline or reaching out to
them through their social media.
Simply drop them a message and
they will get back to you.
2. Download the ‘Be My Protector’ app from your app store. It is
Southeast Asia’s first app that allows individuals to anonymously
report abuse safely and to a trustworthy entity. It only takes five
simple steps to successfully report
a case.
We can and should do our part in
curbing this crisis by stepping in and
asking for help on behalf of those
who are affected by abusive situations. You can play a part. You can
save lives. — By Sara de Souza

Report to Tenaganita
Office

Do
your
part!

KL

+603-7770 3671
+603-7770 3691

Penang +6011-3618 1360

24-Hour
Hotline
+6012-335 0512
+6012-339 5350

Social Media
Tenaganita
@tenaganita
@tenaganita

 Informer’s anonymity is guaranteed
 Send videos, pictures, conservation/letters exchanged (if possible)

ficking, to transform the economy
of trafficking into an economy
of care. We call on governments
to commit to long-term support
for survivors, including access to
quality education, access to work
permits and job opportunities, ac-

cess to justice and compensation,
and access to healthcare and psychosocial support.”
Founded in 2009 by the International Union of Superiors Generals (UISG), Talitha Kum International coordinates 50 networks in
over 90 countries. The network of
Consecrated Life has supported
tens of thousands of people, helping them to escape modern-day
slavery and find a way to reconstruct lives of freedom and dignity, but as Sr Patricia Murray,
Executive Secretary at UISG,
says: “Talitha Kum is committed
not only to empowering vulnerable and marginalised communities around the world, but also to
dismantling the systems that enable their oppression and exploitation.” — Vatican News/Agenzia
Fides

I can finally smile again

I

A ‘rescued’ victim’s story

was asked by my grandmother to
work in Malaysia as a masseuse.
I agreed as the job promised better
prospects and I also needed the job
to help my family pay the bills.
Once I arrived in Malaysia,
things began to seem dodgy. The
man who picked me up at the airport made me feel uncomfortable.
Right away, I was brought to the
massage parlour where I would
work. It was a big massage parlour, with individual rooms to
service customers.
Sooner rather than later, I
realised my instincts had been
right. During one of the massage
sessions, a male customer asked
me for ‘extra added’ services. I
was taken aback and explained to
him that I do not offer sex services.
He did not push further. That night,
I could not sleep as I was feeling
worried and scared about the situation I was in. I also felt hurt, angry,
and betrayed by my grandmother,
who, I found out, was the one who
sold me to these traffickers.
I knew I had to do something
fast to get myself out of this situation. I managed to call a friend in
Vietnam to help me. Thankfully,
my friend managed to put me in
touch with an NGO in Vietnam
which works on human trafficking
issues. The NGO alerted a staff in
Malaysia and connected with the
Bukit Aman special branch officers to rescue me.
I wish I had a perfect ending to
my story, but by the time I was
rescued, it was too late. I was approached by ten men who asked
for sex services. Nine did not advance further when I declined, but
I was raped by the tenth man.
After being rescued, I was
brought to the ‘trafficked’ protec-

tion shelter. I felt as if I had lost
all hope and my world was a dark
place. I attended many counselling
and therapeutic sessions arranged
by my NGO’s volunteering at the
shelter. The sessions eventually
helped me feel better, and I slowly
started to look forward to the future again. After five months, I
could finally smile again.
After my court case was settled, I was sent back to Vietnam.
My family was in debt from the
money they owed the traffickers to
bring me to Malaysia. It was even
more hurtful when I found out that
my family was trying to traffic me
again. I contacted the staff of the
NGO that had helped me, and they
gave me a place to stay and found
me a job to help me pay off my
debts.
At this moment, I am optimistic
about my future and focusing on
working hard so that I can quickly
pay off my debt. This is my story
and I want to share it with as many
girls and women as possible and
to raise awareness on human trafficking so they will not have to go
through what I did. — Phuong,
25-year-old trafficked survivor
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Love and justice binds us together

N

ot many people realise that modernday slavery exists in our communities in Malaysia, and that both,
Malaysians and non-Malaysians have been
trafficked in our country.
Many foreign workers are exploited by
their employers. They may have the necessary documents, but their passports are held
by their employers. They do not have the
means to reach out for help.
Then there is another category of workers
who are irregular (undocumented) or made
irregular when their work visas are cancelled
or not renewed by their employers. In the
former category, workers are lured to Malaysia by promises that their work papers will be
processed when they arrive. In the latter category, irregular (undocumented) workers are
those who had proper work visas which were
then cancelled by their employers for various reasons, for example when the worker
ran away due to maltreatment, abuse, nonpayment of salaries, etc. Then, there are also
employers who intentionally do not renew
work visas to save money.
It is this category of workers who are most
at risk of being trafficked, as not having work
visas or even passports (which are held by
employers or agents, even though this is an
offence under the Passport Act) make them
highly vulnerable to being exploited. They
are unable to return home because (1) they
have not received their salaries; (2) they may
not have their passports.
They live in perpetual fear of being “found
out”, arrested, sent to detention centres, and
deported with nothing to show to their families. They may even be returning to debts in-

curred to come to Malaysia.
Refugees are also vulnerable to being exploited. Their UNHCR cards do not allow
them to seek employment. They are constantly in danger of being exploited in informal
work that pays wages below the minimum
wage as stated in the Employment Act.
Our role as Catholics
The first fundamental stressed by our Catholic Social Teaching is the dignity of the human person.
Whilst we do not expect every Catholic
person to be an activist, we must not ignore
injustices in our communities. We are responsible for others.
The food on our table, the environment we
live in and the services we enjoy may have
been prepared or worked at, by a person who
on by a person being exploited.
The above is not rhetoric. In the work that
we do, we have met and held the hands of
women who were robbed of their dignity
by their employers, cheated of wages for a
hard day’s work, given stale food to eat and
abused because “Sir or Madam was not in a
good mood.” I remember a woman telling
me that since leaving her country seven years
ago, she has not once seen her two-year-old
child (now nine years old). She had not received her promised salary and had been told
that she could not return because her passport
had expired.
The thing is, she was not working in a private domain; she was working as a service
provider in a shop. Too afraid to complain,
not fully literate and too fearful to ask for
help, her abuse continues.

The overwhelming majority of trafficking victims in Malaysia are migrant workers, including
significant numbers of undocumented workers. (FMT photo)

The justice system has repeatedly failed
many who have been similarly exploited.
When they can no longer do the work, they
are sent to their embassy, and sent home with
nothing to show to their families except for
the scars on their bodies and the shame of
having been exploited.
I also mentioned Malaysians who have
been exploited. Unbelievably, whole families
in small plantations and estates have had this
experience. Lack of education has resulted in
generational exploitation of peoples. I would
not have believed this if I had not heard their
stories myself.
Many of us may be employers or business
owners. We have family and friends who are
also employers or business owners. Shall

we start somewhere at least? We can start
by looking into our own communities and
looking for those who are our employees or
serving us in the shops and businesses we
frequent. Give fair wages to the people and
pay fair prices for work done. Because if
we don’t, there is a woman or man or child
who will pay the price of being exploited. It
starts with us and our communities. — By
Wilhemina Mowe, Executive Director Global Shepherds Berhad
For more details on Global Shepherds, go
to: https://www.globalshepherds.my/
For more stories, view:
https://fb.watch/737aHnDKy-/
https://fb.watch/7372eEj-hb/

Ordinary People, Everyday Heroes
Why are you involved in this work?
I choose to do this work because it’s my passion and I have enjoyed helping others since
my childhood. I strongly feel that a career like
this is a gift that allows me to journey into the
lives of vulnerable people by assisting them
in obtaining social justice and enhancing their
wellbeing and quality of life.
What keeps you going?
I want to provide a positive change for other
children and families who need help. My parents taught me how to care for others when I
was a young child. They exposed me to the
real challenges people face and experience in
their daily lives and encouraged me to assist
them in finding solutions to their issues. My
parents are my mentors and have helped me
shape my values to continue doing the work
I do today.

Why is this work important to you?
Every day, I see so many people going through
various challenges in life. SUKA Society gave
me a platform from which to understand these
challenges from a broader perspective. One
case that stood out for me was when I met a
trafficked survivor from India. This girl was
brought to Malaysia by her own brother and
sister-in-law to work with a family in Johor.
After two days of staying with the family in
Johor, the survivor realised that the house was
operating as a brothel. She saw men walking in
and out of the house every day for sex-related
services. She was eventually forced into prostitution and was tortured mentally and physically. One day, she managed to contact her mother
in India to make a report to the police and immigration. She was rescued the very next day.
Her brother, her sister-in-law, and the brothel
owners were arrested. However, the damage

Effects on survivors

Tharini Cecil James Arunasalam,
a parishioner of the Church of
St Joseph, Sentul, has been with
SUKA Society since its inception in
2010 and is the backbone behind
SUKA Society’s Anti-Trafficking in
Persons (ATIP) project. Here, she
briefly shares about her work.
had been done as she had been raped repeatedly by 10 to 15 men.
When I first met her at the government
protection shelter for trafficked girls, she had
bruises all over her face and body. She did not
want to eat or talk to anyone. I gave her time
and space to settle in and told her she could talk
to me when she was ready. One day, she ap-

The victims’ problems do not end once they are rescued. They now have to
face the reality of being financially ruined as a result of the exploitation they
experienced. They also suffer anxiety as they struggle to tell their family members
that they have been taken advantage of. Another fear is the shame of having to
face members of their local village, who may look down upon them. This adds to
the stress of being uncertain about their future. Often, survivors are traumatised
by their experiences, and angry at what they have been made to endure.
One of SUKA Society’s main aims is to help survivors cope with their feelings
of despair. This is done through therapy programmes which help survivors learn
how to deal with their trauma and stress. Weekly therapy sessions are conducted
at government protection shelters in KL, Johor and Negeri Sembilan for both
women and children.

proached me and spoke to me. She started joining my therapeutic sessions and, from there, we
started building mutual trust and a connection
with each other.
After six months, her case was settled, and
she was to be sent back to India. By that time,
her physical bruises had healed, but inside she
was still broken. That was when I decided to
help her further to integrate back into society.
I sought help from NGOs and other support
groups in India to provide her with continuous support and therapy. I knew that it would
take time for her to heal completely and that
it would not be easy. It was then that I realized
that I would need to do more in journeying
and caring for survivors of human trafficking;
providing them with the necessary support not
only in Malaysia but also once they are back in
their own country.
 A note of thanks to SUKA Society for
permission to reproduce A rescued victim’s
story, Ordinary People &, Everyday Heroes.
For more details on SUKA Society and the
work that they do, please visit their website at:
http://www.sukasociety.org/
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Can we prove that God exists?
I

wrote my doctoral thesis on the
value of various philosophical
arguments that try to prove the
existence of God. Can there be
such a proof? Brilliant philosophers such as Anselm, Aquinas,
Descartes, and contemporary
intellectuals like Charles Hartshorne, submit that the existence
of God can be proven through
rational argument. Except, that a
lot depends upon what exactly we
mean by the word “prove”. How
do we prove something?
There’s a legend about St
Christopher that’s pertinent here:
Christopher was a man gifted
in every way, except faith. He
was physically strong, powerful,
goodhearted, mellow, and well
liked. He was also generous, using his physical strength to help
others, but he found it hard to
believe in God, even though he
wanted to. For him, the physical
was what was real and everything
else seemed unreal. And so, as the
legend goes, he lived his life in a
certain honest agnosticism, unable to really believe in anything
beyond what he could physically
see, feel, and touch.
However, this did not prevent

him from using his gifts, especially his physical strength, to serve
others. This was his refuge, generosity and service. He became a
ferryboat operator, spending his
life helping to carry people across
a dangerous river. One night, as
the legend goes, during a storm,
the ferryboat capsized and Christopher dove into the dark waters
to rescue a young child. Carrying
that child to the shore, he looked
into its face and saw there the face
of Christ. After that, he believed,
for he had seen the face of Christ.
For all its piety, this legend contains a profound lesson. It changes the perspective on the question
of how one tries to “prove” God’s
existence. Our attempt to prove
God’s existence has to be practical, existential, and incarnate rather than mainly intellectual. How
do we move from believing only
in the physical, from believing
only in the reality of what we can
see, feel, touch, taste, and smell,
to believing in the existence of
deeper, spiritual realities?
There’s a lesson in the Christopher story: Live as honestly
and respectfully as you can and
use your gifts to help others. God

Fr Ron Rolheiser
will appear. God is not found at
the conclusion of a philosophical
syllogism but as the result of a
certain way of living. Moreover,
faith is not so much a question of
feeling as of selfless service.
There’s a further lesson in the
biblical account of the apostle
Thomas and his doubt about the
resurrection of Jesus. Remember
his protest: “Unless I can place
my finger in the wounds of his
hands and stick my finger into
the wound of his side, I will not
believe.” Note that Jesus offers
no resistance or rebuke in the face

R eflecting

“I

n the fifth month, on the
seventh day of the month
– it was in the nineteenth
year of Nebuchadnezzar, king of
Babylon – Nebuzaradan commander of the guard, a member
of the king of Babylon’s staff,
entered Jerusalem. He burned
down the Temple of Yahweh, the
royal palace and all the houses in
Jerusalem,” 2 Kg 25:8-9.
Assyria, which had been the
sworn enemy of Israel, had overrun Samaria, the northern kingdom, and had taken captives. But
as so often happened in biblical
history, one power succeeds another, and Babylon had become
the supreme power in the Ancient
Near East in the sixth century.
Judah, the southern kingdom always presumed Yahweh’s protection but, because of their infidelity to the covenant they provoked
his anger which ultimately led to
its fall in 587 BCE. The pride of
Jerusalem, the Temple, was destroyed, the sacred precious vessels from the Temple and the palace were carried away, the king
Zedekiah had to see the slaughter
of his sons before his eyes were
put out and he was eventually
carried off in chains to Babylon.
Even the leaders and the nobles
had been deported. Nobody remained except for some poor
vinedressers and ploughmen.
The Book of Lamentations
gives us a pathetic description
of the sorry situation: “The Lord

on the

of Thomas’ scepticism. Instead,
he takes Thomas at his word:
“Come and place your finger in
the wounds of my hand and the
wound in my side; see for yourself that I am real and not a ghost.”
That’s the open challenge for
us: “Come and see for yourselves
that God is real and not a ghost!”
That challenge, however, is not
so much an intellectual one as a
moral one, a challenge to be honest and generous.
Scepticism and agnosticism,
even atheism, are not a problem
if one is honest, non-rationalising,
non-lying, ready to efface oneself
before reality as it appears, and
generous in giving one’s life away
in service. If these conditions are
met, God, the author and source
of all reality, eventually becomes
sufficiently real, even to those
who need physical proof. The stories of Christopher and Thomas
teach us this and assure us that
God is neither angered nor threatened by honest agnosticism.
Faith is never certainty. Neither is it a sure feeling that God
exists. Conversely, unbelief is not
to be confused with the absence
of the felt assurance that God ex-

ists. For everyone, there will be
dark nights of the soul, silences
of God, cold lonely seasons, sceptical times when God’s reality
cannot be consciously grasped or
recognised. The history of faith,
as witnessed by the life of Jesus
and the lives of the saints, shows
us that God often seems dead and,
at those times, the reality of the
empirical world can so overpower
us that nothing seems real except
what we can see and feel right
now, not least our own pain.
Whenever this happens, like
Christopher and Thomas, we need
to become honest agnostics who
use our goodness and God-given
strengths to help carry others
across the burdensome rivers of
life. God does not ask us to have
a faith that is certain, but a service
that is generous and sustained. We
have the assurance that, should
we faithfully help carry others, we
will one day find ourselves before
the reality of God who will gently
say to us: “See for yourself, that I
am real, and not a ghost.”
Can we prove that God exists?
In theory, no; in life, yes. — By
Fr Ron Rolheiser, all rights
reserved

P salms

Broken in exile, healed at return

pitilessly engulfed all the houses
of Jacob, in his fury he tore down
the fortresses of the daughter of
Judah; he threw to the ground, he
desecrated the kingdom and its
princes,” Lam 2:2. There were
no sacred celebrations any more.
“Yahweh erased the memory of
festivals and Sabbaths in Zion; in
the heat of his anger, he treated
king and priest with contempt,”
Lam 2:6. It was utter humiliation
for the people of the covenant for
the enemies scoffed at them, Lam
2:16. On the other hand, the people in exile mourned and lamented their loss of land, priests, and

temple. They could not celebrate
their festivals as Ps 136 (137)
tells us that they sat by the rivers
of Babylon and wept and hung
up their harps. They yearned for
freedom to return to the land of
promise.
Psalms of Praise to Creator
and Saviour (3) Ps 146 (147A)
(Everyday Prayer) Week 4 Thurs
Morning Prayer page 657.
This Psalm is a communal
hymn in praise of Yahweh who,
faithful to his covenant, had pity
on the people in exile and brought
them back. God is praised not for
his attributes but for his works in

creation and his wonders in the
history of the people. This is a
hymn that was sung after the return from the exile. Celebrations
will begin once again when all
believing Jews will join in joyful
praise.
It begins with an invitation to
praise the Lord for showing his
goodness and love in his works.
What are these works? The immediate reasons for praise are
the rebuilding of the Temple
and the return of the exiles. The
situation of a united people who
once were under the sovereignty
of King David may one day re-

turn. The exile had broken them
in spirit but now the Lord had
forgiven them as he bound up
their wounds. People had once
imagined that divine beings lived
in the stars and orchestrated the
fate of humans. But the psalmist
says it is Yahweh who, being all
powerful, fixed the stars himself.
God is able to bring their enemies
to the dust. The people can now
pick up their “harps” and sing
and give thanks. Now that the
people are back in their own land
the Lord will continue to give
rain and nourishment to the needs
of man and beast.
Jesus, by his death and resurrection is the glorious symbol
and the first-fruits of the New Jerusalem. His paschal mystery has
brought this victory over the evil
one. He became the mediator of a
new covenant by the pouring of
his blood. As we pray this psalm,
think of the troubles and pain our
lives are experiencing today. We,
like the exiles, are on a journey
to the land of promise, the new
and heavenly Jerusalem. Meanwhile the Lord is building us up
anew. We are being restored spiritually like the Temple of Jerusalem. The Lord cleanses us of our
faults and shortcomings in his
generosity and faithfulness to this
new covenant. Let us praise him
and ask him to keep our hopes
alive until we reach the final
Jerusalem. — By Msgr James
Gnanapiragasam
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Pandemic through the eyes of a child
Imprisoned
COVID-19 has had a big impact on us,
Spending time with friends is long gone.
All I do now is slouch on the couch
While my parents busy themselves on the lawn.
I miss going to school,
I miss meeting my friends,
I miss greeting the teachers,
I wonder when COVID-19 will ever end.
I used to enjoy waking up early,
I used to enjoy going to school,
Now I am as lazy as a cat,
I don’t enjoy facing the computer while sitting on a stool.
I miss looking forward to activities,
Visiting my family, going on vacations,
The only thing I look forward to is sleeping at night,
Where I can escape from reality and drift into my
imagination.
Our life is now a long-winded war,
It has separated us from the people we love.
I hate being imprisoned at home
When again can I fly free like a dove?
Eshana Devadass (12)

Church of Our Lady of Fatima, KL

This pandemic has big impact in our lives. More
than the negative effects, I would just like to look
at the positive side of it. I thought staying at
home will limit my growth. I learned how to play
the piano through an app and tutorials on the
internet. I baked cookies and muffins. I help my
family with house chores like washing the dishes.
I learned how to draw digitally. I have painted several landscapes.
And most importantly, we have more family time. We pray, eat, talk,
and watch together. I am thankful despite the global situation, my
family is living safely and healthily.

Sophia Anne Margarette R. De Vera (11)
Church of the Assumption, PJ

COVID-19 is a serious virus,
It is obviously here to get all of us
We need to stay home and follow the rules.
Wash our hands, sanitise and those who do not are
surely fools.
Schooling online is the new norm today,
I even attend Mass online on Sunday.
Oh! How I wish I could meet my friends,
And be able to hug them and shake their hands.
Jacob
Kyrie Chua
(9)
Church
of the
Assumption,
PJ

The number of cases keeps going up and down,
No going ‘jalan-jalan’ out of town.
Go and get the vaccine if you have not done,
Do it if you want to protect your loved ones.
My Mom survived because she gave a fight,
I prayed for her day and night,
Do not give up, do not lose hope
The Lord is with us, He will help us to cope!
Wyatt Das (7)

Church of Our Lady of
Fatima, KL

Keep a lookout for more in coming issues
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Keningau will
host SYD-6!

ENINGAU: Keningau Diocese will
be the host of Sabah Youth Day-6. This was
announced by Bishop Cornelius Piong at the close of
the Virtual Sabah Youth
Day 5, July 23.

The announcement was made at
the Closing Mass held at the Ken-

ingau Diocesan Retreat House. St
Francis Xavier Keningau Cathedral will host the SYD6 in 2024.
This is the second time that St
Francis Xavier Cathedral will host
the largest youth festival in Sabah.
The first was SYD-1, held in 2004.
During the Mass, Bishop Cornelius asked the youth the meaning behind the word “Yes.” “After
the Virgin Mary said yes, what did
she experience? Our Lady faced

many challenges,” said Bishop
Cornelius. Therefore, the youths
must respond with the word “Yes”
with confidence.
Bishop Cornelius also called
on the youth to have a sense of
belonging, to be proud to be the
youth of Christ, to be one with the
Kingdom of God.
He also hopes that SYD6 can
be held physically in 2024. — By
Juanis bin Marcus

Bishop Cornelius Piong with the youth at the Keningau Diocesan Retreat House, Kg Tuarid, Tatal.

Mother Mary with
Jesus in Kadazan Papar
Costume inspired by SYD-5
T

he painting of Mother Mary in a
traditional Kadazan Papar dress
by a SYD-5 participant has attracted
the attention of many, including bishops and religious. Many have asked
who this talented digital artist is.
The digital depiction of Mother
Mary and Jesus in traditional Kadazan Papar attire
is the work of Eva Glen
Robert (pic), a Year 3
mechanical engineering
student at UiTM Shah
Alam, who spent seven
hours on it.
Eva, from St Michael Penampang
Parish, is active in
campus ministry

and was also a missionary student in
the group Malacca Johore Catholics
On Campus, which brought her into
rural areas such as Belaga, Sarawak,
Pensiangan and Paitan Mission in
Sabah.
The former MRSM Kota Kinabalu student said this was the first time
that she had participated in SYD-5.
She was invited to be a facilitator in
the sharing session Heart to Heart.
Eva admitted she was going through
stress and depression even while
producing this digital painting of
Mother Mary.
On the very day that SYD-5 started, Eva finished her semester exam
and was also coordinating a sharing
group in SYD-5. She felt depressed

because she felt she had not done
well in her exams.
After the session, Eva was inspired by a painting of Mother Mary
in Sarawak ethnic dress painted by a
Sarawak youth. While I was painting
this picture, the song Maria Tina Za
do Koupusan (Maria, our beloved
Mother) came to me. I prayed to God
to give me the strength and inspiration to finish the painting. The difficult part was the siung (a triangularshaped hat with a weaving pattern/
the traditional female headdress of
the Kadazan tribe from Papar district
in Sabah). “Through this painting,
God has turned my sadness and disappointment into joy!”, she declared.
— HERALD

Bishop Cornelius Piong announcing the upcoming Sabah Youth Day-6.
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Testimonial night:

First love

KUALA LUMPUR: In these times
of struggle and isolation, holding
steadfast to God and His promises
has become an increasingly difficult
battle for many, including youth.
Thus, the Kristus Aman Youth Ministry (KAYM) and the St John Paul II
(JP2) Teens Ministry held an online
testimonial night titled First Love on
July 17. The night was aimed at creating a space for youth to come together and be empowered by stories
of encounters with the love of God as
shared by their peers.
The inspiration behind the title
‘First Love’ was the place of God
in the lives of every individual- the
One who loved us first, and the only
One who could show us what true
love can be. Eight individuals came
forward to share testimonies of their
encounters with God’s unconditional
love and how it changed their lives.
Every presenter was given the opportunity to share their testimonies
uniquely, using creative mediums
suited to their talents.
The night began with warm welcomes from the emcees and an icebreaking session to encourage conversation between participants of the
two different ministries which had
rarely come together before. After the
opening prayer, gamesmasters from
both ministries took over the night,
challenging participants to open up
and be comfortable with each other
through a memory game that in-

volved
drawing, and a simple but hilariously
directed Simon Says.
The main agenda of the night began with the first session of testimonies. The first one up was Mariesa
Joel, 15, who shared her testimony
through a heartwarming poem she
wrote depicting the steadfastness of
God’s hold on her heart. She also
spoke of how the presence of God’s
love in her life has transformed her
view of self and others to one of truth
and goodness.
Following her, Benjamin Ooi,
20, shared how his life changed after encountering God through new
people brought into his life, and also
specifically at a youth camp in 2019.
Having grown up leaning towards
agnosticism, his life view was turned
upside down with this new revelation
of God’s presence in his life. Cultivating this newfound relationship
with God was a struggle during the

pandemic, but Ooi’s testimony radiated hope for better things to come.
Up next was Amber Sambhi, 16,
who spoke about the strength that
comes from being rooted in a loving
and supportive God-centred community. Narrated through unique comic
storyboards, Amber showed her fellow youth the beauty and healing that
comes from accepting one’s identity
from the hands of God instead of the
world.
The final testimony of the first session was shared through an interpretive dance to the song Lean on Me by
18-year-old Mark Tan. His testimony
demonstrated the fulfilment and freedom that comes from living in God’s
love, fully alive and with purpose.
At this point, after listening to
this wide variety of testimonies, the
participants were placed in groups
in breakout rooms to share their
thoughts. Prompts were given to get
the sharing started but every participant was free to share about how any
of these testimonies had moved them
or revealed something new to them.
It was a fruitful time of discussion, an
opportunity not only for the youth to

share their thoughts but to also grow
closer to God together.
Upon re-entering the main room,
the next set of presenters took the
stage. Welcoming the participants
back was Clarise Tan, 17, who had
prepared a video testimonial. Speaking about how God had personally
touched her life, especially through
her supportive youth group, Tan’s
testimony was as moving as it was
honest.
Next, 18-year-old Jyllian shared
her testimony through a slideshow,
highlighting some of her incredible
encounters with the Holy Spirit. Her
testimony was a call for all to remember these sweet and personal encounters with God, and to invite Him into
every part of our lives.
Following her was Malcolm Solomon, 19, whose testimony bore witness to the power of the beauty and
goodness of the liturgy. He spoke
about his journey of falling in love
with God as he was drawn to the
liturgy of the Mass, and closed his
sharing with a harmonious rendition
of the hymn O Pastor by S. Hildegard
von Bingen.

Last but not least, Ashley Patrick,
19, shared a beautiful and simple
testimony of finding the patient and
loving embrace of God in her dreams
and through the people around her.
Ashley’s witness demonstrated that
God is always waiting for His children to turn to Him, but He is patient
and never forces His way into their
lives; he teaches His children how to
love by showing them.
The night ended with a live adoration session streamed from Jesus
Caritas Church by Fr Michael Chua
and Fr Dominic Tan. The youth were
blessed with being able to adore the
Blessed Sacrament and reflect on all
they had discovered about God and
about themselves that night.
This night of testimonies shared
courageously and honestly by these
individuals served as a reminder for
all to remember God’s constant love
and all He has done. Although many
have been struggling through the
pandemic, the reminder that God is
faithful and has great plans for each
individual invites all into a deeper
relationship of trust with God. — By
Clarise Tan and Geena Low

Youth cross hills for better Internet line to join SYD5
SABAH: Due to the lack of Internet access in their area, youths
cross the hills to get a better Internet connection to participate in
Virtual Sabah Youth Day 5.
There are still rural areas in Sabah which do not have Internet
access, and this restricts virtual
spiritual activities.
Eddyka Likimin, 32, from
Bundu Tuhan, who now lives in
Kg Monggis Ranau, walked half
a kilometre up the hill every day
just to get better Internet access to
follow the SYD5 programme.
“Now I cultivate land in Kg
Monggis Ranau. Kg Monggis is
the last village in the Ranau district if you follow the Ranau-Kota
Marudu road.
“There is network access but
you can only make calls and send
messages. If we want to find a
stronger Internet connection, we
have to go up the hill.

Eddyka, known also by the
nickname Geedyz, says he prepared in advance to participate in
SYD5.
“I started walking from home at
4.00pm every day so that I could
prepare early at my SYD location.
I climbed a hill about half a kilometre away from my house to get
to the location. I joined SYD from
under a tree, as I have posted in
my Facebook account.
“My dogs accompany me. I
bring crackers and drinking water
because I have already eaten at
home before the trip.
“I also bring my power banks
just in case my mobile phone runs
out of battery due to the many
hours on the Internet. I also bring
a machete in case there is a snake.
Mosquito repellent and matches
are also necessary items,” said
Geedyz, jokingly.
This is the fourth time Geedyz

Eddyka’s dog was his companion during V-SYD5 sessions

has joined SYD and he shares his
experience.
“I have been following SYD
since SYD2, which was held at St
Peter Claver, Ranau. The atmosphere of this SYD was different
because it was held virtually, and I
wanted to feel the difference.
“Spiritually, every Church
activity is oil for our lamps. Remembering the parable of the five
wise women and the five foolish
women, I asked myself, why can’t
the wise give oil to the foolish?
“I strongly believe that whenever there is an activity organised
by the Church, it is our chance to
get the oil.
Geedyz said the ‘Heart to Heart’
session inspired him to practice “seriousness, responsibility,
courage to be honest with God,
and diligent prayer in any situation, because God is present at all
times.”
After attending virtual SYD5,
Geedyz expressed his hope that,
“I will continue to live the Catholic faith, because there are many
challenges today that are trying to
bring down the faith of Catholic
youth.
“By living out the Catholic
faith, we can inspire youth out
there who are indifferent to their
own faith. I also want to continue
to hold on to the words by my own
sister: “even though you are poor
in wealth, don’t be poor in faith”,
said Geedyz.

Marcellinus Michael, 17, is a
student of SMK Membakut, from
St Joseph, Papar parish, and lives
in Kg Ulu Lumagar Bongawan.
This was the first time he had followed the SYD and he had to cross
three hills for satisfactory Internet
access in order to follow the programme.
“My village is located at the
farthest (end). There is no Internet
access because my house is at the
bottom of a hill.
“I really wanted to follow SYD5
because I was unable to participate
in the earlier ones,” said Marcellinus, who also goes by the nickname Montol.
“I walked out an hour before
the start of each session. My location is on a hill, in the middle of a
rubber plantation. I need to go up
three hills to get to a strong Internet connection.
“I made a small camp using canvas for shelter in case it rained, but
if the wind is strong, it is not strong
enough as this camp has no walls.
Interestingly, Montol’s mother
was very supportive of his participation in this virtual SYD5.
“Every day my mother accompanied me to the hill. When it
came to food, I ate beforehand at
home. I also bring snacks. When I
went to the hill, I lit a fire to keep
the mosquitoes away, because my
area has a lot of mosquitoes.
“I know that I’m not the only
one facing Internet connection

Marcellinus made a camp at his
location for V-SYD5.

problems. Apart from my determination to follow SYD, I also
admire the efforts of other teams to
find the best possible Internet connection to fulfil their responsibilities as SYD participants. Besides
that, my main inspiration was that
I want to know more and strengthen my faith, and to be closer to the
Lord Jesus.
“Whatever we are experiencing
now, the COVID-19 pandemic
that has hit the whole world. Many
places of worship are closed. Even
so, I hope the youth, including me,
will remain steadfast in the faith
and in our ministry as Catholics.
Let us not forget our responsibility
as Catholics,” Montol said. — By
Linda Edward, CS
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SIGNIS mourns passing
of former President
BRUSSELS, Belgium: The international
Catholic communicators’ organisation,
Signis, has mourned the death of Gustavo
Jose Andujar Robles, one of its former presidents.
The Cuban communicator, the first Latin
American to head Signis, died on July 26 in
Havana, capital of Cuba. He was 73.
A condolence message from the association hailed Andujar as “a faithful supporter
of our organisation.” He was elected president for a three-year term during the World
Congress in Rome in 2014. Gustavo earlier
served the association as its vice president
from 2005.
An engineer, he had been active in media
and communication for more than 30 years.
He was one of the leading personalities in
Cuba’s alternative media world.
For 33 years he was a researcher at the
Food Industry Research Institute in Havana,
where he was a senior researcher and head
of numerous national and international research projects.
He was also a former consultant of the
Food and Agriculture Organisation of the
United Nations and former Vice President
of the Cuban Association of Food Science
and Technology.
Since July 2004, he worked for the Archdiocese of Havana, first as head of the Department of Audiovisuals and as director of
the Padre Félix Varela Cultural Centre.
Until his death, he directed the Padre Félix Varela Cultural Centre of the Archdiocese of Havana and was a member of the
National Communication Commission of
the Cuban Conference of Catholic Bishops,

Gustavo Jose Andujar Robles

director of the influential Cuban Catholic
magazine Espacio Laical, and the biannual
magazine ECOS.
In 2006, Pope Benedict XVI awarded
him the Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice Cross; in
2017, upon the conclusion of his service as
president of SIGNIS, Pope Francis appointed him Knight of the Order of San Silvestre.
In 2014, when he was elected president
of SIGNIS, he spoke with the Vida Nueva
Magazine and shared some of his convictions.
“I would especially like to emphasise the
importance of the credibility of the advertisement, which is based above all on the
testimony of life. Much has been insisted,
and with good reason, that the world today
does not want so much teachers as witnesses,” he shared with José Luis Celada at the
time.
“You cannot evangelise without a good
dose of evangelical audacity,” he affirmed,
convinced that “there are risks. But shyness

is a character flaw, not an evangelical virtue.
He thought that “it would be a terrible sin
of omission on the part of the Church to remain on the margins of that world, and very
sad for it to shut itself up for fear of being
wrong.”
Nor did he think that today’s cinema was
so far from faith. He verified this opinion by
referring to his having viewed “with some
frequency tapes that show a true desire to
search for spiritual values.”
In tribute to its former president, SIGNIS
has reproduced some of his messages:
When appointing St Arnulfo Romero
as the patron of SIGNIS, he indicated that
“Msgr Oscar Romero understood very well
that the proclamation of the Gospel goes
beyond denunciation, to the witness of the
Christian hope that he found in the poor”.
For Andújar it was “a very strong sign that
we have chosen a martyr as our employer.
May he help us to work tirelessly in SIGNIS
to achieve that future of peace, justice and
reconciliation that all humanity longs for
and of which he himself was the most luminous example.”
“Gustavo Andujar was a kind person and
a quintessential gentleman. His deep faith
motivated him to take on enormous responsibilities, including serving as president of
SIGNIS. He worked tirelessly to support
the work of Catholic communicators, often
behind the scenes, to empower so many to
be able to make a difference. We extend
our deepest sympathy to his dear wife and
all who loved him. Rest in peace, good and
faithful servant,” said SIGNIS president
Helen Osman. — Matters India/Agencies
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TENTH ANNIVERSARY
Remembering With Love

SEBASTIAN VINCENT

17th November 1928 - 4th August 2011
Surely goodness and love will follow me
all the days of my life
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
– Psalm 23:6
Deeply missed and cherished,
Celine Vincent and family,
and our relatives and friends around the world.

12th Anniversary
In Loving Memory of

Steven Subramaniam

Though 12 years have passed by,
you are always remembered,
you will always remain in our hearts.
Deeply missed by wife, children,
sons and daughter-in-law, grandchildren,
all relatives and family members.

Saints of the Week & Short Read-
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St Eusebius of Vercelli

S

omeone said that if there had been no Arian
heresy denying Christ’s divinity, it would
have been very difficult to write the lives of
many early saints. Eusebius was another of the
defenders of the Church during one of its most
trying periods.
Born on the isle of Sardinia, he became a member of the Roman clergy and is the first recorded
bishop of Vercelli in Piedmont in northwest Italy.
Eusebius was also the first to link the monastic
life with that of the clergy, establishing a community of his diocesan clergy on the principle that
the best way to sanctify his people was to have
them see a clergy formed in solid virtue and living in community.
He was sent by Pope Liberius to persuade the
emperor to call a council to settle Catholic-Arian
troubles. When the council was called at Milan,
Eusebius went reluctantly, sensing that the Arian
block would have its way although the Catholics

Feastday: August 2
were more numerous. He refused to go along
with the condemnation of St Athanasius; instead,
he laid the Nicene Creed on the table and insisted
that all sign it before taking up any other matter.

St Peter Julian Eymard

S

Feastday: August 2

t Peter Julian Eymard, whose feast the Church
celebrates on August 2, helped many Catholics — both clergy and laypeople — to rediscover
the importance of the Eucharist. He is also considered a pioneer in involving laypeople more
actively in the life of the Church.
Peter Julian Eymard was born near Grenoble, France, in 1811. He had wanted to enter the
priesthood as a youth, but his father forbade him
because he wanted Peter Julian to take over the
family business.
Finally, at the age of 18, he was permitted to
join the Oblate novitiate. However, he became
very ill, so ill that he was sent back home to die.

St John Vianney
O

n August 4, the Church celebrates the feast
day of St John Vianney, patron of priests.
John Vianney, also known as the Holy Curé
d’ Ars, was born May 8, 1786 in Dardilly, near
Lyon, France, to a family of farmers. He was
ordained a priest in 1815 and became curate in
Ecully. He was then sent to the remote French
community of Ars in 1818 to be a parish priest.
Upon his arrival, the priest immediately began praying and working for the conversion of
his parishioners. Although he saw himself as
unworthy of his mission as pastor, he allowed
himself to be consumed by the love of God as
he served the people.
Vianney slowly helped to revive the community’s faith through both his prayers and the
witness of his lifestyle. He gave powerful homilies on the mercy and love of God, and it is said
that even staunch sinners were converted upon
hearing him. In addition, he restored his church,
formed an orphanage, “La Providence,” and
cared for the poor.
His reputation as a confessor grew rapidly,
and pilgrims travelled from all over France to

St Cajetan

S

t Cajetan was one of the great reformers of
the Church during the period of the Reformation, remaining loyal to the Church regardless of the corruptions and excesses that led
many others to betray Her.
He was born in October 1480 into a noble
family, and received a rigorous education
guided by his mother following the death of
his father when he was just two. His studies of
canon and civil law led him to work as a jurist
in the court of Pope Julius II, a post which he
abandoned upon the Pope's death, to study for
the priesthood.
He was ordained at the age of 36 and founded a community of priests who lived a monastic form of poverty and prayer and lived and
worked closely with the poor to combat the
political and spiritual corruption of the times.

The emperor put pressure on him, but Eusebius
insisted on Athanasius’ innocence and reminded
the emperor that secular force should not be used
to influence Church decisions. At first the emperor threatened to kill him, but later sent him
into exile in Palestine. There the Arians dragged
him through the streets and shut him up in a little room, releasing him only after he went on a
four-day hunger strike. They resumed their harassment shortly after.
His exile continued in Asia Minor and Egypt,
until the new emperor permitted him to be welcomed back to his see in Vercelli. Eusebius attended the Council of Alexandria with Athanasius and approved the leniency shown to bishops
who had wavered. He also worked with St Hilary
of Poitiers against the Arians.
Eusebius died peacefully in his own diocese at
what was then considered an advanced age. —
Franciscan Media

However, Peter Julian made a remarkable recovery and entered the seminary once again after
his father passed away. He was ordained to the
diocesan priesthood in 1834, but later joined the
Marists.
In 1851, he answered a call to establish a community of men dedicated to Eucharistic Adoration, called the Congregation of the Blessed
Sacrament. Its mission was to promote the importance and significance of the Eucharist. The
congregation also worked with the poor and
helped them to prepare for first Communion. The
founder died in 1868 and was canonised in 1962.
— CNA
Feastday: August 4
Patron Saint of:
Diocesan Priests
Parish Priests

come to him in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Firmly committed to the conversion of the people, he would spend up to 16 hours a day in the
confessional.
Plagued by many trials and besieged by the
devil, the St John Vianney remained firm in his
His order, the Congregation of Clerks Regular, were popularly called the Theatines, after
the title of one of his companions, Giovanni
Pietro Caraffa, the Bishop of Chieti (Theate
in Latin), who later was elected Pope Paul IV.
His concern for the poor always had a
strong presence in his life, and he practised
charity constantly, whether in personal encounters or the founding institutions such as
a hospital for those with incurable diseases.
He even founded a bank for the poor to lend
money to them without the usual high interest
charged by other money lenders.
In 1533 he founded one of his order’s
houses in Naples where he battled against the
growth of the Lutheran heresy. He died on
August 6, 1547, the feast of the Transfiguration. This occurred in Naples when the city
was still in serious spiritual, political and social trouble. — CNA

faith, and lived a life of devotion to God. Dedicated to the Blessed Sacrament, he spent much
time in prayer and practiced much mortification.
He lived on little food and sleep, while working
without rest in unfailing humility, gentleness,
patience, and cheerfulness, until he was well
into his 70s.
John Vianney died on August 4, 1859. Over
1,000 people attended his funeral, including the
bishop and priests of the diocese, who already
viewed his life as a model of priestly holiness.
The Holy Curé of Ars was canonised by Pope
Pius XI in 1925. Over 450,000 pilgrims travel
to Ars every year in remembrance of his holy
life.
In 2009, declared the Year for Priests, Pope
Benedict XVI, commemorating the 150th anniversary of St John Vianney’s death. The Pope
wrote a Letter to Clergy, encouraging all priests
to look to the Curé of Ars as an example of dedication to one’s priestly calling. — CNA

Feastday: August 7
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Daily Short
Reading

Sunday, August 1
(Ezekiel 36:25-27)
I shall pour clean water over
you and you will be cleansed;
I shall cleanse you of all your
defilement and all your idols. I
shall give you a new heart, and
put a new spirit in you; I shall
remove the heart of stone from
your bodies and give you a
heart of flesh instead. I shall put
my spirit in you, and make you
keep my laws and sincerely respect my observances.
Monday, August 2
(Jeremiah 15:16)
When your words came, I devoured them: your word was
my delight and the joy of my
heart; for I was called by your
name, Lord, God of hosts.
Tuesday, August 3
(1 Thessalonians 5:4-5)
It is not as if you live in the dark,
my brothers, for that Day to
overtake you like a thief. No,
you are all sons of light and
sons of the day: we do not belong to the night or to darkness.
Wednesday, August 4
(Hebrews 13:7-9)
Remember your leaders, who
preached the word of God to
you, and as you reflect on the
outcome of their lives, imitate
their faith. Jesus Christ is the
same today as he was yesterday and as he will be for ever.
Do not let yourselves be led
astray by all sorts of strange
doctrines.
Thursday, August 5
(Isaiah 61: 10)
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
my soul shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with
the garments of salvation, he
has covered me with the robe
of rightouesness, as a bride
adorns herself with her jewels.
Friday, August 6
(Revelations 21:10-23)
In the spirit, the angel took me
to the top of an enormous high
mountain and showed me Jerusalem, the holy city, coming
down from God out of heaven.
And the city did not need the
sun or the moon for light, since
it was lit by the radiant glory of
God and the lamb was a lighted
torch for it.
Saturday, August 7
(2 Corinthians 1 :3-5)
Let us give thanks to the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the merciful Father,
the God from whom all help
comes; he helps us in all our
troubles, so that we are able to
help those who have all kinds
of troubles, using the same
help that we ourselves have
received from God. Just as we
have a share in Christ’s many
sufferings, so also through
Christ we share in his great
help.

Evangelisation: The Church
Let us pray for the Church, that She may receive
from the Holy Spirit the grace and strength to reform
herself in the light of the Gospel.

T H E C AT H O L I C W E E K LY

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

Philippine weightlifter credits
her Olympic success to her faith
TOKYO: Hidilyn Diaz became the Philippines’ first Olympic gold medal winner, to set
an Olympic record — and thanked her friends
who prayed the Miraculous Medal novena.
After completing her final lift in a very close
competition on July 26, Diaz held her hands
to her face, burst into tears and clutched at the
Miraculous Medal of the Blessed Virgin Mary
hanging from her neck while repeatedly shouting, “Thank You, Lord.”
After her win in the women’s 55-kg weightlifting — she had an overall lift of 224 kilogrammes — or more than 493 pounds — the
30-year-old told a virtual news conference
about the Miraculous Medal.
“It is a sign of … my faith to Mama Mary
and Jesus Christ,” she said, adding that her faith
in God is the major reason for her success.
Diaz said her Miraculous Medal was given
to her by friends before she departed for Tokyo
earlier this month.
“They prayed a novena for nine days before
my competition,” she told reporters, adding
that she prayed a novena herself and is grateful
for all the support her “prayer warriors” have
given her.
Diaz’s inspirational victory and public display of her Catholic faith touched the hearts of
Church leaders and Filipino Catholics watching from home and quickly went viral on social
media.
In a statement, Archbishop Romulo Valles
of Davao congratulated Diaz on behalf of the
Philippine bishops.
“Her victory was captured through many
lenses, and in one of those photos was her hold-

Filipina weightlifter Hidilyn Diaz proudly
displays her Olympics gold medal and the
Miraculous Medal, a devotional medallion
depicting the Virgin Mary. (Hidilyn Diaz’s
Instagram Stories)

ing the gold medal and wearing a Miraculous
Medal of Our Lady on her chest. We admire
her devotion to the Blessed Mother as she
carried in her victory her great faith in God.
Hidilyn is a true weightlifter who draws her
strength from her love for the country and her
deep Catholic faith.”
Cardinal Jose Advincula of Manila said Diaz
has given inspiration to all Filipinos.
“Thank you, Hidilyn, for the tremendous
honour you have bestowed on our country,” he
said via Church-run Radio Veritas.
“Your success gives light, inspiration, and
hope to all of us, especially in these difficult

times,” he continued. “Thank you for the testimony of your strong faith in God and your
deep love for the Blessed Virgin Mary. Thank
you for reminding us that there is no real success if it does not come from God.”
Bishop Ruperto Santos of the Episcopal
Commission on Migrants and Itinerant People
of the bishops’ conference said that Diaz’s victory showed that Filipinos can rise to any challenge with God’s help.
“She has shown to us that Filipinos can succeed. We can rise to all challenges in life. We
can surmount all obstacles,” said the bishop.
Diaz is the fifth of six children in a family that lived near Zamboanga city on Mindanao. In a feature posted before the competition, olympics.com reported that, while still in
school, she used to go with her father to help
sell vegetables and fish on the street or at the
local market. Many nights, rice mixed with soy
sauce was all the family had to eat.
“Introduced to weightlifting by her cousin,
Catalino Diaz Jr, the little girl who would become a national icon started lifting weights
made from plastic pipes and homemade concrete weights cast in old tin cans,” reported
olympics.com.” It said people who noticed her
dedication and talent began to help.
“I’m just thankful to God that he gave me a
chance to be a role model, for the youth to believe in the fact that Ate (a Tagalog term meaning “older sister”) Hidilyn is a fighter, fighting
for her dreams,” she was quoted as saying.
“Maybe God brought me here to inspire the
youth to engage in sports and teach them the
value of sports.” — CNS/CNA

World nurses’ congress to focus on unity in mission, faith

ALLENTOWN, Pennsylvania: Held every
four years, the upcoming World Congress of
Nurses comes at a providential time for many
Catholic nurses around the world whose professional skills, families and faith have been
sorely tested by the continuing COVID-19
pandemic.
The event, taking place from Aug 2 to 4 at
the National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa in Doylestown, PA, is open to “nurses
(students included), frontliners, innovators,
educators, researchers, and policy makers,” according to its overall sponsor, the International
Catholic Committee of Nurses and Nurse Practitioners (CICIAMS).
“Our Congress days are filled with spiritual
nourishment, inspiring speakers, and highligh
the amazing work that Catholic Nurses are accomplishing from the jungles of Malaysia to
the streets of Poland and all points in between,”
said Registered Nurse Janet Munday, a spokeswoman for the National Association of Catholic Nurses, USA, a CICIAMS member organisation that is hosting this year’s gathering.
Reflecting their mission to foster a network
of nurses who can share their struggles, research, and best practices, the theme of this
year’s congress is “United in Mission, United
in Faith.”
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Prayer marathon
launched ahead
of Papal visit

BRATISLAVA, Slovakia: With just over
a month to go until the Apostolic Visit
of Pope Francis in Slovakia, the Pontifical Missionary Works of Slovakia has
launched an initiative to prepare for the
Pope’s arrival on September 12.
A prayer “marathon” will take place
from Aug 7 to Sept 15 and will require
the faithful to recite the Rosary daily in
church, at home or within their own community.
“We invite all people of good will —
the organisers underline — to participate
in the preparation of a spiritual bouquet,
during which each believer will ideally
place a flower, and say a prayer for Slovakia and for the Pope.”
On their part, Slovakian bishops are
encouraging the faithful to look to the example of the Virgin Mary and St Joseph,
her spouse, who, they say, “guide us in
the following of Jesus and lead us to recognise the traces of His presence in our
lives, in expectation and in the deepest
desires of our hearts”.
“We are all invited to this journey of
life, to this pilgrimage,” continue the
bishops, “individuals, families, and communities. Pope Francis himself will take
part in September and will encourage us
personally.”
In addition, the auxiliary bishop of
Bratislava, Jozef Haľko, head of spiritual
preparation for the papal visit in September, invites the faithful to pray the Rosary
every day, so that the words that the Pope
will pronounce in Slovakia “may fall on
fertile ground and bear fruit in a deeper
relationship with Jesus Christ”.
The Pope’s visit to Slovakia will take
place from Sept 12-15. — Vatican News

Nurses at Yala Hospital in southern Thailand attend to COVID-19 patients on March 17, 2021.
(UCA News photo)

“Nurses today need to have relationships
with other nurses” so they ask each other about
“those ethical situations” they commonly face
while caring for sick and infirm, Munday said.
Munday noted that a Catholic nurse’s faith
can infuse all aspects of his or her professional
life.
“We always like to elevate our nursing to
be something related to the corporal works of
mercy, the spiritual works of mercy. It’s an elevation of our nursing practice aligned with our
Catholic faith,” she said.
Munday said in the face of “widespread
suffering” due to the pandemic “the love of

Christ” has given many Catholic nurses the
strength to continue under such extraordinary
circumstances.
At the same time, nurses face moral distress in an increasingly secularised culture.
“The breakdown of the family is witnessed by
school nurses,” Munday said. “The strain and
pains of patients living with addiction and substance abuse is a heavy burden for behavioural
health and emergency room nurses. The apparent lack of dignity in attitudes towards life
in all stages, also lays a heavy burden on nurses
who answer the call to walk with others in their
healthcare struggles and sufferings.” — CNA

Pope Francis reminds us that we have a
duty towards our brothers and sisters who,
for various reasons, have been forced to
leave their homeland — a duty of justice,
civility and solidarity. Solidarity must be
concretely expressed at every stage of the
migratory experience — from departure
through journey to arrival and return. We
must not be taken aback by their numbers,
but rather view them as persons, seeking
their faces and listening to their stories.
Let us treat them with humanity, justice
and compassion.

