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an act of love

ATICAN: When each in- English, Spanish and Portuguese subtitles,
dividual makes a small act features Pope Francis and six cardinals and

archbishops from North and South America.

of charity, like getting the Archbishop José H Gomez of Los Angeles,

COVID-19 vaccine, every gesture president of the US Conference of Catholic
added together can transform the Bishops, is among them.
world, Pope Francis said in a global o Shemmap, president and CEO of the Ad
. ouncil, said, “The role of trusted messengers

ad campaign. to educate and inspire their networks is unde

“Being vaccinated with vaccines authorised niable.”
by the competent authorities is an act of love. “To the world’s billion-plus Catholics, the
And contributing to ensure the majority of Pope is one of the most trusted messengers
people are vaccinated is an act of love — love DQG KROGV XQSDUDOOHOHG L
for oneself, love for one’s family and friends, extremely grateful to him and the cardinals
love for all people,” he said in a public service and archbishops for lending their voices and
announcement released on Aug 18 in Rome. platforms to help people across the globe feel

In his message, the Pope said, “Thanks to PRUH FRQ¢;¢GHQW LQ WKH YDFFL(
God and to the work of many, we now have John Bridgeland, co-founder and CEO of
vaccines to protect us from COVID-19. They the COVID Collaborative, said that faith-
grant us the hope of ending the pandemic, but EDVHG OHDGHUV DQG LQEVWLWX
only if they are available to all and if we work cant role in reminding us of our common hu
together.” manity.

Getting inoculated “is an act of love” for $:LWK WKHVH SRZHUIXO ZRUG

oneself, family, friends and all people, he saidlembers of the public receive the€OVID-19 shot through the MYMedic@Wilayah Vaccine Francis and the cardinals and archbishops
“Love is also social and political” as theséobile Truck programme in Kuala Lumpur June 21, 2021. (Malay Mail photo/Yusof Mat Isa)  from across the globe, their message will in
individual “small gestures of personal charof promoting the common good and caring fogesture of love; no matter how small, love ispire millions to take action to ‘love thy neigh
LW\" DGG XS 3RYHUARZL Qeich ety BspsciIR HRé&/ Knbs) Jdulnerablediways great. Contribute with these smalkgedour’ during this pandemic=— Agencies
universal that is “capable of transforming anthe Pope said. tures for a better future. God bless you, and
improving societies,” he said. “I| pray to God that everyone may contributehank you,” he said. Click here to watch the video:
“Vaccination is a simple but profound waytheir own small grain of sand, their own small The three-minute video in Spanish, witthttps://bit.ly/2WbLBHD

Southeast Asia battles world’s highest COVID-19 deaths

VATICAN: Southeast Asia is battling the many more lives will be lost among theeunDUH LQ $VLD DQG WKH 3DFL¢{F ZLWK 9LHWQDP )LML
world’s highest COVID-19 death toll, drivenvaccinated,” he warned. DQG 0\DQPDU DOO LQ WKH WRS ¢YH DFFRUGLQJ WR
by the Delta variant and unequal global dis Matheou lamented the unequal access XU :RUOG LQ 'DWD ,QGRQHVLD KDV WKH ZRUVW
tribution of vaccines. Hospitals remain overvaccinations, pointing out that while vacci COVID-19 situation in Southeast Asia, with
whelmed by record surges across Southeasttions are occurring at record rates in richgust a little over 10 per cent of the people fully
Asia, from Vietham to Malaysia and Myan countries, many Southeast Asian nations hai@culated. Currently, the country has one of
PDU DV IHDUV PRXQW RI Jowhbriwrd f thx pépuldatiQnd fullyQuéeci the highest daily death tolls in the world, with
loss of life with COVID-19 spreading from nated and are languishing far behind. Thi466 deaths reported on average over the past
cities to rural and regional areas, the Intern&nited Kingdom has fully vaccinated 60 peseven days.
tional Federation of Red Cross and Red Cresent of its population, Canada and Spain standMatheou stressed the urgent need for richer
cent Societies (IFRC) said on Aug 17. at around 64 per cent, and the United Statesuntries to “urgently share their millions of

In the last two weeks, Southeast Asia hdgas reached 50 per cent, according to Oxfoekcess vaccine doses with countries in South
recorded 38,522 deaths from COVID-198QLYHUVLW\TV 2XU :RUO G ehsDASIE'W FheX$I80@ @2iviH &cding/manu
nearly twice as many as North America; acAugust 16. facturers and governments, he said, also need
cording to the John Hopkins University COV By contrast, Indonesia and the Philippinegp share their technology and scale up preduc
ID-19 data dashboard. the most populous countries in Southeasibn.

“This COVID-19 surge driven by the DeltaAsia, have only fully vaccinated around 10- The IFRC is seeking vital funding for its
YDULDQW LV KDYLQJ D W UDgdr EenHaf tHetr\peoRl€) whileR/letbdnisitglobal emergency COVID-19 appeal, with
across Southeast Asia and it's far from overdt below two per cent. Malaysia has fully vacaround 60 per cent of the appeal covered so
VDLG ,)5& $VLD 3DFL¢F 'L UdikhEMESLBS $OdditdlitSpopulation.  far. The funds are crucial to support the-life
ODWKHRX 3:H IHDU WKDW DSevev kfHhevtaplien \Counies vBDe@\EO\saving actions of the IFRC and its membegravediggers burryingCOVID-19 victims in
from cities to regional and rural areas thdD-19 deaths have doubled fastest recentiocieties around the world— Vatican News Jakarta. (Agencies photo)


https://bit.ly/2WbLBHD
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My journey from
Gethsemane Friary to Sibu

n May this year, | celebrated 33 years warmly welcomed by Bishop Joseph Hii andecause there are many Melanau and indig
I my priestly ministry, and while each yea By where | am still based. | am not assigned émous people who do not speak Iban. I-trav
is marked with a Mass of thanksgiving Fr Rawi any particular parish, but assist in celebratlled a lot until the breakout of the COVID
this year, due to the pandemic and ensui Al d ing Mass in some of the churches and fongandemic which has disrupted most of the
ORFNGRZQV , KDYH KDG exander houses. church services and activities.
and reminisce about my journey as a pries OFM, Cap In Sibu the main language is Iban, and | Some of the places in Sibu are not ac
Although many years have passed, | c& had to learn to speak the language wherdssible by road so | have had to travel by

still remember vividly the immense joy IFortunater there were many parishioners UVW FDPH W LV QRW [Do& fov Ehe® Ngure D @rietibdrtbnd\day |
felt when making my solemn profession asho came to my aid and journeyed witkearn for a person familiar with Malay, as itisvas travelling by boat and it started to rain
a Capuchin Friar on November 3, 1987 #@#H 2QH RI WKH GLVFXOW intk&tl with al btlofBdbasadvalayisid ordd)eavily and | was soaking wet. | reached the
the Church of St Francis of Assisi (SFA) ipriests is that we are not able to please ewand with the help of a teacher, Mr Jimmypnghouse and quickly dried myself before
&KHUDV 7KLV MR\ ARZHG ripWed NevatiReless Hesite [thié raby\-chalwas soon able to master the language. @elebrating Mass for the community which
when | was ordained a deacon by Most Ré&nges | had to face, | was happy. FDWHU WR WKH GLuHUHQ \Wad heRrX\&@aiting Idati¢htly, fdd @y &ritad O H
Anthony Soter Fernandez, Archbishop of After eight years in the parish, | wanted tbrate Mass in English, Mandarin and BahaggRU WKRVH OLYLQJ LQ UXUDO D
Kuala Lumpur. One rookie mistake | made étirther my studies and although my prefetndonesia. to come out to the city to attend Mass in the
that time was giving the ‘kiss of peace’to thence was to study in the US, my community | have been given various responsibilitieshurches here due to the distance and the dif
concelebrants at the Mass. Archbishop Sotegnt me to the Philippines instead, to dohere, some of which include overseeing thierent working hours they practice. So, for
in his fatherly wisdom, corrected me later oshort course with the Cenacle sisters. Up&ECs, doing home visitations and celebrasuch communities, Mass is celebrated in the
in private, saying that a deacon could onlny return, | was posted to St Pio's Spiriting Mass for the BECs. | am also the Spimornings on a weekday. Other places | have
RuHU WKH pNLVV RI SHDF Hiify WeRtr® QR Wirirdl, Jol®H D FIR98, Bual Adviser for the Marriage Discernmentisited include Kapit and Pella, both acces
a diaconate and not to the clergy. did a one-year sabbatical in the US and felHHNHQG D SURJUDPPH [sibld bfFatbi&holvboat@ideQ

My ordination took place on May 18, 1988H QULFKHG E\ WKH GL uH U hiQ@gito FgxtOnaied)Da@d theSFakdily H {feF Fhe faith of the Catholic community in
at my hometown parish, Church of Our Ladgnd through living in community with theMinistry. | am assisted in both these minisSibu is very strong. For them, reciting the ro
of Lourdes in Ipoh, with Bishop Antony Sel Friars there. Upon my return, Bishop Jaméses by dedicated lay faithful. sary is very important. Many of them travel
vanayagam as the ordaining prelate. UpaR KDQ ¢ UVW DVNHG PH WR \ &hualsh sermg\W& IHddaiskab) Edthdiider miles in a boat just to attend church-ser
my return to Gethsemane Friary in Cherdlse Immaculate Conception in Johor, and lah the palm oil plantations where | celebratéces and | can't help but compare howfor
where | lived with the Capuchin communityer as parish priest at the Church of the Holjlass once a month. Travelling from Sibtunate people in the Peninsular are, with so
| continued assisting at SFA until 11 monthgamily in Ulu Tiram. During my years in theto the outskirts takes hours but it is an emany churches within easy access.
after my ordination, when Archbishop Soteévlalacca Johore Diocese, | was fortunate joyable journey. The scenery is lovely, with It's been eight years now since | started my
appointed me as its parish priest. | was nleave travelled and celebrated Mass in almageenery everywhere, and the people aRLQLVWU\ LQ 6LEX DQG LW KDV |
even one year into my priesthood and hadl the churches in the state of Johor whergveirm and welcoming and always show theivith fantastic experiences. Personally, | have
been given the responsibility of running enet many wonderful people. hospitality by providing a good meal eachgrown in my faith and have a deeper spiritu
parish. | do admit that | was initially appre In 2010, | returned to Kuala Lumpur andime | visit. ality thanks to the strong faith that | see in
hensive — having had no experience or anyce again assisted at SFA. In 2013, | wad cover many parishes as far as Mukahese people whom | have come to love and
form of training in how to manage a parishkasked to work in Sibu, Sarawak, where | wasd Dalat where | celebrate Mass in Bahaserve over the years.

- Taste and see the goodness of the Lord

n today’s Gospel reading, many of thosélim in droves because they had seen “. - -
who were listening to Jesus were unabline signs he had performed by healing tt
to understand His teachings, especiallgick” (John, 6:3). In fact, today’ gospel Reﬂ eCtIng on our Sunday Readlngs
-HVXVY GLVFRXUVH RQ Hé&\plecedestdn¥ ofAtte\signsD-Qie fee :
drinking His blood. One by one the disci LQJ RI ¢(YH WKRXVDQG S Wlth Fr Joseph Lubula
ples deserted Him for they could nottunVPDOO EDUOH\ ORDYHV [=
derstand His teaching of the Eucharist. So small was the amount that Peter himselig aware of thelr plans, Jesus W|thdrew to 21t Sunday in Ordinary Time
If Jesus’ own disciples could not -un retorted, “...but how far will this go amongthe mountain by Himself. So, as much as o _ .
derstand Him, imagine how our aneesso many’?” (Jn 6:9). But how did the stoyW KH *HDWLQJ RI AHVK D Q GREUWEHRIE 3+ k12Dl R
tors reacted upon hearing such messagessd? They all had enough to eat, and themay have sounded absurd and maybe even Ephesians 5:21-32;
preached by foreign missionaries whoWKH GLVFLSOHV ¢(OOHG WhZdKiayYted o CakChstbWd, it WasWiet S K H Gospel: John 6:60-69
evangelised our cultures. They must havé LHFHYV RI1 WKH ¢ YH E D UWththe Qaw®dwhid Saw@irtirdcoghiséd that
gazed at each other in dismay, simplpy those who had eaten. After the peopli@deed Jesus was a Prophet that had comempletely rejected this narrative for the
because cannibalism was, and still is; desaw the signs Jesus performed, they ba their midst. But again; why did they3ZHDNOLQJV"™ %XW DV RXU ¢UV
tested across almost all social-cultural diggan to say, “Surely this is the Prophet whoebuke Him, having heard and witnesseit clearly, the wisdom of the Lord is patier
pensations. “This is scandalous!” — Theys to come into the world.” (Jn 6:12-14). ; UVW KDQG WKH VLJQV tavdll DaapectibllyStel Ud Rslow He@riers’|.
PLIJKW KDYH UHWRUWHG TheR Wsidd Qf\Ciaiktwidd cH/Qalcledl R & Perhaps it was because their vision anthat wisdom never lets go of the weakest
the Jews we have heard about in today3SROLWLFDO PHVVLDK  :KRBNZI® beQate W KimgdwrKdf fPeedomZ LWKLQ KHU ARFN EXW |[FDOPO!
gospel. IURP WKH FRORQLDO GLWere Hay frolw Badus’KntagteV planH ‘Witestores their health of body and soul, so
But why would the Jews grumble -de for centuries; their impatience was evidenKingdom”, Jesus says, “is not of this worldthat having regained their strength, they
spite Jesus spending a good amount bf/ their wanting to violently kidnap Him ... my Kingdom is not of this realm” (In, could enjoy whichever place of thei
time ministering to them? They followedand force Him to be their King. But be 18:36). They dreamt of spilling the bloodFKRRVLQJ ZLWKLQ WKH ARFN
of their adversaries and making them feel Let us pray for our Mother Church angd
pain for their historical transgressions, bufor her servants around the world who
LQVWHDG RI D 3;HU\ VS IstivE K cobtitud-tiis mMmBsXiani@ approach
instigate tribal or nationalistic sentimentsin situations that sometimes overwhelm
KHQFH SXOOLQJ Ru WKH WKN® BDOMKMHY\; Q@0 NHRUHQJIW
ver in history — as was always the case fov RXO IURP -HVXVY AHVK DQG
populists — all they got from Jesus wasourished our ancestors in faith.
VLPSO\ 3:KRHYHU HDWV 0\ AHVK DQG GULQNYV
My blood has eternal life, and | will raise z Fr Joseph Lubula is from the Diocese o
KLP XS RQ WKH ODVW G D LugaRilin OgaAda ¥nd ik urkéhiRyGloing
indeed, and My blood is drink indeed”.  his doctorate in Social Communications
‘H FRXOG WKHUHIRUH DWDWKHHHIWERWILY F®IOV*UHJIJRULD
appointment. Had we found ourselve®Rome. In 2017, he did his internship with
in similar circumstances, we too wouldhe Social Communications Ministry of
have questioned Jesus’ state of mind aride Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur.
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Diary of Bishop ) .
el cautions against
* E=ET  reopening of churches

Fireplace (Penang

Diocesan New KOTA KINABALU:Despite the latest for a little longer, say a month or two,

so
Evangelisation revised SOPs issued by the Sabah State as to receive the next round of SOPs from
Commission) Government which allows non-Muslim the authorities before deciding to reopen
25 Peninsular Malaysia places of worship to be reopened, KK for Mass.
Pastoral Core Team SUHODWH $UFKELVKRS -RKQ :RQJ KDV FDX Meanwhile, the Sacred Heart Cathedral
Meeting tioned against the immediate reopening of has responded to the numerous enquiries
. churches for public Masses. about the reopening of the Cathedral for
26 CHARIS Malaysia In a brief and concise social media mes physical Mass in its Facebook account.
General Meeting sage to the clergy, he urged “patience and Parish priest Fr Paul Lo, at the advice
31 Prayer for Unity in understanding” in light of the current situ of the parish health team, informed all pa
Malaysia (Penang ation, with an increasing number of infec rishioners that the parish would not rush
Diocesan Service tions remaining unabated on a daily basis. into the reopening of the church for pub
Communion) "RUU\LQJ GDLO\ UHSRUWY DOVR LQGLFDWH WKD W Masses in order not to create a health
the virus is not contained within control hazard for everyone. The decision was
Sept1 A call to celebrate the lable clusters but has spread everywhere. made in light of the current continual rise
-Oct4  Season of Creation Although the more relaxed set of SOPs, of infections in the state despite the gov
Sept 7 Psalms School of Prayer which include allowing the reopening of ernment’s easing of restrictions for fully
Psalms of Praise churches with limits of one third of the vaccinated individuals.
and Thanksgiving congregation within the local community The FB news was well received and
(Penang Diocesan New for those who have been fully vaccinated Archbishop John Wong generated positive feedback as parish
Evangelisation (have had two doses), the Archbishop is _ o _ioners concurred with the wisdom of the
Commission) rightly concerned as many parishionersponsible for deciding on the reopening gparish and gave their full support andun
have yet to receive the vaccines. churches for their parishes, the Archbishderstanding— By Agnes Chai,Catholic
Although the clergy are individually e op advised that they be prudent and wafiabah
T e MJD N Upd #53
0% " %o<<%o -—o— 5o ews Update
Greetings and Peacef the Lord Jesus Christ be with https://laudatosiactionplatform.ordor more info.
\RX GHDU 3HRSOH RI *RG 5HAHFWLQJ RQ 0DU\ GXULQJ WKH :DWFK RXW IRU WKH 1DWLREI®d O /DXQF
Assumption, the word that depicts her is exceptional. tect Our Earth, Protect Our Childre@ampaign and the
She was neither a copycat nor a cheap imitation. She 2021 Season of Creation. Join us for a live streamed Mass
stood out as a sign of contradiction: frail but strong, poor on August 31 at 10:00am.
but rich in giving, amongst many voices but faithful to
one \Voice; and in a world of compromises, steadfast to 3.0 This week’s Question and Query
the will of God The Q asks:Why the mess in the world today? Wherge
have we gone wrong?
The Time for Resignations:The PM and his cabinet St Maximilian Kolbewrote these thoughts:
resigned. Malaysians are resigned to a new government, It is sad to see how, in our times, tiisease called “in
not knowing if it will be the government they voted for G L UHUHQspredding in all its forms, not just among
or one which will be imposed upon them. People are re those in the world but also among the members of reli
signed to their fate, to the upsets and disruptions, and JLRXV RUGHUV %XW LQGHHG VLQFH *F
WR WKHVH GLVFXOW WLPHYVY J/LNH WKH YLFWLPV RI ZDUV FLYLOJORU\ LW LV RXU ¢UVW DQG PRNVW SUL
strife, famine and starvation, they know what it means such glory as we, in our weakness, can manage and to
to be resigned. Now the Afghans are contending with an render Him such glory as He truly deserves.
uncertain fate. Always the disadvantaged, the unprivi 0 Announcements for this a week: It is obedience and obedience alomeéhich shows us

leged, and the people who love the land stay behind. :pwFK RXW IRU WKH IROOR zL Q §30d's will with certainty.
Like the refugees, the displaced and the poor, they gy A zoom programme with Mr Justin Victor entitlldw ~_ Through obedience we transceralr own limitations

dure — resigned to fate or to providence. The resigneiRHYV OHGLD D ii H OWARMSU2F & 8. a0pid.HPR G DOLIJQ RXUVHOYHV ZLWK *R
are resilient. b) A webinar on Emotional Regulation, Managing Wisdom and prudence, guides us to do what is best.-M

Stress and Anxietyn Tamil, with Fr John Britto and Fr RYHU DV ZH EHFRPH ¢(¢OOHG ZLW
1.0 A Thought for the Week: Cyril on August 28 at 7.30pm. created thing can resist, so we become stronger tha
LISTENING TO BOTH SIDES others.

The disciple asked the master?: KDW VKR XO & RalsthahtiQofNore are listed uridational Recovery ~ This is the path of wisdom and prudenceis is the
and respectful human being do to understand the reajan phase 1Though some provisions have been madée way by which we can come to give God the high

ZRUOG VLWXDWLRQ" :KDW P DN Hy thP kdnbmdrisd Perbddtad NBghr®foRrRumah Ibaglky- Sacred Scripture summarises Christ's entirech

touch with reality?” Selain Islam (RISI), the MJD churches will be closed tiffood in Nazareth with the wordie was obedient to them

After a few moments of quiet stillness, the master aAugust 30, 2021. The daily cases exceeding 20,000; maf shows the rest of his life to have been passed in s
swered: “Always listen wholeheartedly to both sides a%rgy and faithful are being exposed to family membefdl obedience — by showing us how he came down
you will be enlightened; listen to only one side and yQ¥ends and colleagues who are COVID-19 positive; tHearth to do the Father’s will.
will be left in the dark.” _ , HPHUJLQJ UHVLVWDQW GHOWD Y DiahiDyQuMfoDréxGingy Ketl u dontinue W bl Goa

Something to think aboutlt is noted that the Chinesegp\v |RU WKH GRXEOH GRVH Y D FirigQohh tog@nh&htchael BaERSODS Healthé M/oYIR. P
symbol for “listening” is made of two main charactersyf the main reasons for this decision. Be patient. Be saE.DONH LW D EHWWHU SODFH LV S
one deplcpng the ears and the other depicting the heart. this be our song and our prayeGod bless you. Continue
To really listen one must not only use the ears but al§oThe| audato Si' Movementhas begun a global cam to be safe and keep one another safe.
the heart! To really listen, one must be fully presergqign to ‘protect our common home’. It is a call to all
ZKROHKHDUWHGO\ RuHULQJ XQ b%% g‘cﬂ%l,R&N/Mﬁbﬂ&%lfdﬁw@eMCBdeﬁiﬁbs%WKHU

:KDW GR \RX KHDU ZKHQ \RX OLW¥ WERWW K VR MR\ ¥ YHRYWKH HDUWK WKDWIV RQ ¢UHY )URP 6
or to the one you consider to be your enemy? The Popgsigiber 1 till October 4, we celebrate Beason of Crea Bishop Bernard Paul
calling for a Synodal Church, a listening Churtisten  tjon, then we unite for theaudato Si' Weekand launch August 20, 2021
to all _S|des, aII_ peoples and to what the Spirit is sayinghe | audato Si’ Action Platform a seven-year plan of
to us in the quiet. seven platforms for ecological conversion to happen. Visit Click here to watch the video
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ix3aHpVWA64
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Malaysia falls short on
protecting children’s rights

KUALA LUMPUR: A webinar on the right to survival and development
The Protection and Promotion of (article six) which underscores the
Children's Rightsvas hosted by the vital importance of ensuring access
URIHVVLRQDO 6WD Q Gdhasic\seRicEdHan® éqial opportu
of the Archdiocese of Kuala Lum nity to achieve full potential, and the
pur’s Committee for Child Protection views of the child must be heard and
(CCP) on Aug 14. respected on all matters concerning
The day’s speaker was Suhakam’sis or her rights (article seven).

cUVW &RPPLVVLRQHU IRKRBRELOIGWHQ J &W KH &5&

and Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysissia chose to reserve articles two and
Law lecturer Prof Datuk Noor Aziah seven. Article two, which is one of
Mohd Awal. The CC’s main role is to the core principles of CRC, states, as
protect and promote human rights omentioned above, that parties shall
all children under 18 throughout Ma take all appropriate measures te en
laysia, regardless of their status. Theure the child is protected against all
2vFH RI WKH &KLOGUH @Ms &RdserimifdtioR (However,
er (OCC), Human Rights Commis article 12, on the child’s right to edu

sion of Malaysia is an independent of cation, has been amended to state

¢FH UHVSRQVLEOH IR @vetyrchira iddtebdaf ele@y @erson,
protecting the rights of children as sethus many children continue to be
out in the United Nations Conventiondiscriminated against in their right to
on the Rights of the Child (CRC).  education.

Prof Datuk Noor Aziah with moderator Amy Bala and Fr William Michael.

the word gender is added to it (arti
cle eight), Freedom of religion which
must be read with article three of the
FC and several others. However, if
we already have all these protections
in place within our constitution, |
don't understand why the reserva
tions are still in place as the courts
cannot implement anything contrary
to the constitution.”

Thus far, the national policies and
laws relating to child protection in
the country include the Child Act
2001 which was amended in 2016,
Domestic Violence Act 1994, the

$QWL 7UDVFNLQJ LQ 3HUVRC

Smuggling of Migrants Act 2007,

(YLGHQFH RI &KLOG :LWQHV
DQG 6H[XDO 2uHQFHYV DJDLC

Act 2017.
Some primary concerns regarding

above two articles, Malaysia contin these reservations are still maintainedhe Protection and Promotion of Ghil
Prof Datuk Noor Aziah has more The reservation of article sevenues to retain its reservation of ArticlesW KH EODQNHW D QV ZH gtets/Righnis A Walbysdla brg ReAdid= W V

than 25 years of experience in humamwhich states that a child shall be regisl4 (freedom of thought, consciencewith our Federal Constitution (FC) or crimination of children, stateless ehil

rights law, especially relating to wem tered immediately after birth and shallend religion), Article 28 (1a) (free with Islamic Law. To me, this is an dren, children in medical care, child
en and children. She said the CRC hasave the right from birth to a name,and compulsory education at primaryeasy way out instead of saying we argnarriages, children in detention een
54 articles, of which the four mainthe right to acquire a nationality andJevel), and Article 37 (prohibiton of QRW DEOH WR 1X0¢ 0 krésUbIdhécgdinktlchidrsh, myriil- G
principles are: Non-discrimination as far as possible, the right to be care@rture and arbitrary deprivation of WKH DXWKRU R1 ¢YH ERRiN ¥sues, and online exploitation

(article two), whereby every child for by his or her parents, has led manijberty).
“These reservations are some ohave our Fundamental Liberties-un

must have the same rights to develophildren (born to Malaysians or for

®:H DUH DOZD\V UH P lofxGiltré&n ~WBYBWenMhnickam

their potential, the best interest ofeigners) to be stateless here. the greatest challenges faced in-prader the FC such as Liberty of the-per z To view this webinar, go to:
the child (article three) must be the Twenty-six years after acceding tomoting and protecting a child's rights. VRQ DUWLFOH ¢YH &YWk Q GulideFddem/
primary consideration in all actions,the CRC, in addition to reserving the: KHQ WKH JRY HU Q P H Qlaldour artizhe sbtj Equality, and nowwatch?v=EQi0D7aGDW0&t=898s

Stories of trials and triumph Kristus Aman parishioners

at monthly Rosary Meet

%877(5:257+ 7KH 1DWLYLW\ RI
the Blessed Virgin Mary/Sts Chastan
and Imbert parish’s August Rosary
meet included a meditation on the
pandemic desert experience and tes
timonies from parishioners.
7KH ¢UVW E\ 9DOHQWLQH 'DVV ZDV
on his experience of contracting
COVID-19 as well as his recovery

hold ongoing Rosary marathon

KUALA LUMPUR: Pope Francis
requested that the month of May
2021 be dedicated to Our Lady, to
invoke her intercession for the end of
the COVID-19 pandemic by having
a “marathon” of prayer for this inten
tion and praying the rosary daily.

In the same month, Archbishop
Julian Leow also made a request —
that the faithful pray the rosary every

and healing. During the very trying Next, Matron Stella Roseline enough attention to her children andlay for our Priests. In response to

and scary time, he shared that Godshared her experiences managing felt ashamed for failing to set a goodboth these calls, the parishioners of

assurance and favour never left hinteam of nurses at a district hospitaéxample for them. Sarah decided téhe Chapel of Kristus Aman (KA)

and his family. He recalled the dayand a quarantine centre. It has beenraake some changes. She made itrase to the occasion and held a mara

he developed a high fever and watong journey through the desert, angboint to wake up earlier to begintheWKRQ 5RVDU\ YLD -]JRRP DQG <RX

abruptly awakened from his sleep aKk DV EHHQ HVSHFL D O OdayGaith préy@MSHeQotitetRiri{pf\Tube) every night, organised by a

midnight. He prayed with Scripture months with cases remaining higtter a week of doing so she felt mor¢eam of dedicated individuals whosé=r Dominic Tan celebrating the So
and sang hymns of praise for twaand becoming more severe. She reefreshed and was able to better-cormission is to bring Catholics closerlemnity of the Assumption of the
hours, which led to a great sense ofealed that working continuously fortrol her emotions. “It's a minor ini to Jesus through Mary. Blessed Virgin Mary. (Chapel of

peace. The next day his fever brokdong hours was a mental and physicdlative but | feel more positive now,”
Valentine said that he realised tha€hallenge for the frontliners. She savshared Sarah.

At the end of May, in line with the Kristus Aman youtube)

marathon distance of 42.2 kilome join the KA group to pray the Rosary

SUD\LQJ ZLWK WKH -REBeGINg s & ®ntlinerkag God's call Parish priest Fr Dominic Santhi tres, KA decided to continue with theeach night. It is especially meaning
tremely powerful. “There is a hugefor her. She draws strength and eouryagu shared his observations of theoom Rosary until June 12, a total oful when priests and religious con
GLUHUHQFH ZKHQ \RXagsUmm the Buchayisk which sheJHQHURVLW\ RI PDQ\ URdayKtd antittié playiQ Wi thegregations unite with the laity in

words of promise that God has givergontinues to be privileged to receiveimes. He talked about Project Kasihend of the pandemic, and also to prays UD\H U

us,” he said. He added that he clungvery week. “Receiving the Lord hasa parish initiative to provide rationsfor our Religious Sisters and Breth Church and Country!,” said Sr Dero
JUPO\ WR WKH ZR U Gxennost neutishirglia ke and getand daily necessities to SSVP beners on certain allocated nights. thy Khaw, a Good Shepherd nun.
29:12-14 throughout his illness. me through the week,” she said. H¢ FLDULHVY DQG PLJUD QW QD PAVIOH H 8 DAX®RH P L Rede@ptarBWiriBsD) Fr Joseph
Jacqueline Lourdes then led the Celestine Sarah, a working motherhave lost employment. As priestsyates did not subside, KA continuedStephen, who joined in from Ipoh,
DWWHQGHHYV LQ D U H spakewhorthowr she\kias Heel jugie added, they have been celebratingith the zoom Rosary, praying foursaid that the Rosary devotion dur
HOLWHVY GHVHUW MRXOD®J ZRHN UMAG FI\W R &y Maskséstor the in@htions of the QLIKWYV D ZHHN RQ -0 Ri@GH\tvhe :6f Brpdital distancing
on the times when God's presencéhe has always worked remotelypeople and overseeing the parish'slays, Thursdays and Fridays. Thérought the community together
and providence were questioned andoing so during this pandemic haslay-to-day operations. A major chal prayers on Fridays are in Latin, andoth spiritually and socially.
the many hurdles encountered onth€ HHQ D GLuUHUHQW Hehge fas Bdefansuringithat the-nevon Thursday nights, the session is Montfort Bro Robin Devasagay
way to the Promised Land. Parallelgvorkload has increased and therdy renovated parish is ready for thezoomed into the KL Archdiocese’sam said the Rosary marathon was a
were drawn to our current experiencéias been no boundary between workeastday. He has noticed God's hanckRX7XEH FKDQQHO G X\iyQdodibitave to\gt Rddinected
with the pandemic and how we caréind personal time. She found hersetit work in moving things favourably Julian’s Holy Hour to pray in union virtually and spiritually.

¢QG JUHDW FRPIRUW coitanti Fespording o Rustom in this direction.
Scripture that whatever His chiidrenHUV RXWVLGH RVFH K Rh¢pidyerBEssivh crtniid withment.

with him before the Blessed SacraNOTE: This Rosary Marathon is
still ongoing and is open to anyone

face, whether thousands of years agaer stressed, tired and unproductivehe recitation of the Rosary, and end Some of the religious who joinedwho wishes to join. For login de
or today, God is faithful and is with +HU SUD\HU OLIH V Xu leditsa WIESEng G FZIo andthe Rosary were happy to be a part déils, do visit Kristus Aman’s Face

us every step of the way. also ridden with guilt for not paying a hymn— nbvmscic.org

this initiative. “I was very happy to book page.

‘H SUD\HG DV &KXU


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQi0D7aGDW0&t=898s

HERALD August 22, 2021

Caritas Malaysia launches
website, inaugural annual report

KUALA LUMPUR: Less than a
year into its establishment, Caritas
Malaysia has produced its inaugu
ral annual report. The report was
launched together with the organi
sation’s website on Aug 15, feas
of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary.

President of Caritas Malaysia
Bishop Bernard Paul, in an intro
ductory message, likened the annu
al report to a family album. “Like

any family album it will help us to
get to know other family members,

Caritas website. (https://www.caritasmalaysia.net/)

“It is a new perspective to ‘'see’ WDV DQG QDWLRQBO RVFF
DV D 0DOD\VLDQ FK Xaté§ Kom:dohgBebation& &hd other
experiences, situations and -perCatholic organisations engaged in
sonnel may vary, one spirit ani WKH ¢HOG Rl FKDULW\ DQ
mates all — to serve, accompanyelopment at a national level.
DQG GHIHQG WKH SRRIHe 6B-p&gd aritdK MaNysia
the report will eventually become Annual Report 2020 gives an over
‘our’ family story — a chronicle of view of the ongoing social mission
our shared heritage, which we camf the Catholic Church in Malaysia
share widely with all, with joy,” through images,
said the bishop. narratives and

Established in November 2020, QDQFHYVY RI WKH
&DULWDYV ODOD\VLD ldécédsHtRanFLDO DUP
of the Catholic Bishops’ Confer be accessed at:

WKHLU UHVSHFWLY Hly WithlIXWithjeyR Q V- H u R Ur¥gi¥ns — Sabah, Sarawak, Semeence of Malaysia and engages imttps://www.
and needs. And we pray thatitwill ,Q EULHA\ GHVFU L EnlaQuhgW-Ktbl sdivid BiRikicviasingvorks of charity, relief, integral caritasmalay

eventually become “our” family Bishop Bernard said that the-re number of poor and various vul human development, care for creasia.net/who-
story — a chronicle of our sharedSRUW FDSWXUHV W K HeralhleRdsodpe, Bspasidfiyd d@rdgdon and social services. It consistsve-are/annual-

heritage, which we can share wideMalaysian Church across the threg¢his COVID-19 pandemic.

of a network of nine diocesan Gari reports/

Kuala Lumpur Archdiocese to have its own museum

KUALA LUMPUR: An exciting the story of, and for, everyone, help
new project is on the cards for theéng us to understand our identity as
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur: Church and strengthening our feli
the Archdiocese is set to develomious roots. Each parish in the Arch
its own Museum to share our owndiocese — and there are currentl
story! 33 of them — has its own records

The idea of amuseum was sparkedocuments and artifacts that need
by the success of the “Inter-faithto be preserved. Some parishes may
Harmony Exhibition” organised by even be older than the Archdioces
the Parish Ministry of Ecumenicalitself, making their artifacts, records

1%

DQG ,QWHUUHOLJLRXD @GDGR¥XBBQV HYHQ PRUH VLJIQL,

at the Assumption Church in Au cant. The museum hopes to brin&;
gust 2019. The exhibition organiserall these precious items together,

important archive of records and
documents, and a point of reference
for scholarly research for those in
terested in the history of the Church
in the Archdiocese as a whole. It will
also be an environment conducive
to continued education about the
Church, particularly among those
who wish to deepen their knowledge
and further explore the Faith.

Over and beyond this, the muse
um, which will be open to the gen
eral public, is intended to be both

Hilary Narcis, and Janet Tee, theo keep alive the contributions thatPriest Advisor. A suitable site hastributions in the form of artifacts, a source of evangelisation of our

curator of the exhibition, proposedhave given so much meaning totheDOVR EHHQ LGHQW L ¢;daaBmekiskand recardDai historifaith and an opportunity for inter-

the idea of a Catholic Museum toChurch in the Archdiocese. old Church of St John the EvangelistF DO VLJQL,FDQFH WriliDidMs ddlogue. AsKa) Mpidditdry

His Grace Archbishop Julian Leow, :RUN RQ WKH PXVHXgh Bal2Y Buk Ndth&sGRuala Lum HQKDQFH WKH H[KL E afWnowledgel @ Wil a beacon

who attended the exhibition’s open started, with the establishmentofanSXU + D ¢ WWLQJ Y H Q%K HBWH GWW K/HSDUM XRvHich QW dlldwAud FoNodk Po&dR O

ing ceremony. His Grace expressedrchdiocese Museum and Herit the city's Heritage Trail. It was cho Catholic history and the life of the and learn from past experiences, so

profound interest as a Catholic Mu age Secretariat, headed by museugen also because of its historicityChurch through the years, througtihat we are enabled to look ahead to

seum was already on his agenda fawurator, Janet Tee. Executive boartbcation and accessibility. The structhe development of parishes andZ KHUH ZH FDQ PRVW HuUHFW

the Archdiocese. members Bala Lawrence, Jwature is currently undergoing consertheir respective histories. ChuchWKHP IRU WKH EHQH¢ W R
K\ D PXVHXP" %H FCh&Vadd Hilery Narcis will respec vation and restoration work, whichMinistries and Missions, as well as The Secretariat is open to your

have a heritage that needs to btively manage collection and dacu is expected to take more than a yeaihe Priestly and Religious Orders ofsuggestions, feedback and support,

shared. A museum preserves fomentation of artifacts and exhibits; As the museum develops over théhe Archdiocese, are integral to ouand can be reached at our email:

posterity the personalities, commuconcept and design;, and researchext two years, the Secretariat hopestory, and will be featured as well. kicatholicmuseum@archkl.org—

nities and events that have inspirednd development of storyboard ando be able to engage with all parishes :KHQ LW RSHQV LQ \BXK Hiel RighdidedseT MBeUm &

the faithful of the Archdiocese. It is narratives. Fr Edwin Peter is theto obtain feedback and identify con ter of 2023, the museum will be anHeritage Secretariat

Awakening to God’s Love during the pandemic

KUALA LUMPUR: Thirty-eight
Choicees participated in the second
Zoom session organised by Choice
KL (English) which centred on the
theme,You did not choose me, but |
chose you.

The facilitator, Martin Jalleh,
commenced the session by reiterat
LQJ VRPH SRLQWYV IURP WKH ¢(UVW =RRP
session held a week earlier. “In our
previous session, we heard how Pope
Francis described the pandemic as a
time of choosing to get our lives back
on track with regard to ourselves, the
Lord, and others. To trust God and to
grow in faith seems such a daunting
and challenging task, especially in
these trying, turbulent and traumatic
time of the pandemic.

“But the Good News, which we Choicees participate in a session by Martin Jalleh.

that | need to surrender everythingtress — especially during this pan
to God. | was afraid that He wantecdemic.
everything from me. But one day it Some of the participants were-vis
dawned on me that God, being Godpbly moved when Jalleh described
did not need anything from me. Ifat*RG DV EHLQJ D YHU\ DvUP
all God asks us to surrender semerather than an angry and demanding
thing, it's because He has somethingod) and a merciful, forgiving and
EHWWHU WR RuHU XV ddrBadsidnate’@od kiather than a cal
gave us the breath of life. He gave usulative and conditional God).
His Only Son who, in turn, gave His One of the participants gave a
life for us and, after His Resurrectiontestimony saying, “It has been six
He gave us His Spirit— God is always/ears since | accepted the Catho
JLYLQJ :H GR QRW QH litGait/ Rhete Dave+Hle&n many ups

Jalleh also addressed the real feasd downs, times when | have fallen,
and insecurities that each young adufhade mistakes and not even prayed
would have to face during this panfor weeks or even months. But my
GHPLF HVSHFLDOOV\ ¢ lebrQdéls DOttt the@EInE Dlercy
reer-wise. He shared the reassuranedll never forsake me. He chose me.
Rl -HVXV ZKR VDLG 3<RKX ORDO PNHOQRZVW -+H ZLOC
the truth and the truth shall set youdon me. | may be unfaithful, but He is

often forget, is that our relationshiptook the participants on a thoughtcomes searching for us. Perhaps wieee” (John 8:32). always faithful!”
with God does not depend so muclprovoking journey on changing ourmay need to make a paradigm shift Jalleh explained that the “truth” After having received so much food

on our choices, but on God's Divinemindset on who God truly is. here,” said Jalleh.

which Jesus referred to came from #or thought — the Choicees went into

Initiative regarding which Jesus-re 36R YHU\ RIWHQ ZH ¢ Bzl gave doexample of howHebrew word which meant “the reli their breakout rooms during which in

PLQGV XV 3<RX GLG QRWLBKRRWH ¥ HDU FKL Qghagto chnge hiscawwymind-set adibility, faithfulness and dependabilitytense, interesting and interactive shar

but | chose you” (John 15:16). the irony, as shown in the Scripturesiod being a “grabber” to what He re of God” — a truth which will set us ing and discussions took plaee.By
'LWK WKDW VKRUW L QUGS &/ IERs® lovaddp GsHaly is — a giver: “l was constantly told free from all worry, anxiety, fear andthe Choice KL (English) Team


https://www.caritasmalaysia.net
https://www.caritasmalaysia.net/who-we-are/annual-reports/
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Twelve hours with Mary

A call to pray for the

world and the nation

JOHOR BAHRU: The Diocese of MalaccaGod during this trying time but get closer toK\PQV LQ WKH GLuUHUHQW ODQ.

Johore, under the guidance of Bishop Bernakdim through constant prayer and unwaveiplaining the origin of the hymns.

Paul, organised an online pray2g Hours ing faith, like Mother Mary, who trusted GodThe online prayer ended with the multilingual

with Maryon the feast of the Solemnity of thewith her very life from the beginning. Bishoprecitation of the Rosary.

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Bernard Paul then proceeded by praying th&t the of the session, Fr Alexuchelvam Mari
%LVKRS %HUQDUG 3DXO RudatyDwthHie rwéditations KriRbelGloriouasoosai gave an update on an upcoming

SUD\HU ZLWK WKH :RUGV MydteeeBULSWXUH WDNHQ HYHQW RUJDQLVHG E\ WKH 0-'<

IURP &KURQLFOHYV 3,1 OheSorhiRes eh coRtiRued with the laityadults which will be held in November 2021

are called by My name, will humble them DQG UHOLJLRXV IURP WkH IGQ uFHRIH\OXNQ BWURQYKAMVIKUIRUOG

selves and pray, and seek My face and tuimg the Rosary in English, Bahasa Malaysidje hoped that through this event, many

from their wicked ways, then | will hear fromMandarin and Tamil. more people, especially the young adults,

heaven and | will forgive their sin and will Midway through, Francisco Overee, onevill step forward and take part in future-ac

heal their land”. These words served as 81 WKH <RXWK 0LQLVWH U Mivitied cared?0yt by MAQIAT Eentre- By

reminder to all that we should not abandoted the participants in singing some Mariai€lementine Vikneswari

Assumption parish focuses on Mary, Mother of Hope

3(7$/,1* -$<$ 7KH &KXUF K ugsland/pfietiti®s/after more than 500 days of
sumption celebrated its annual feastday witlockdown,” said Fernandez.
a nine-day Novena Mass marathon from The guest celebrants included Most Rev
Aug 7 to 15. It was the second consecutiv&rchbishop Julian Leow, Fr Patrick Mas
year the parish has commemorated its feasdng CSsR, Fr George Harrison, Fr Simon
online. Lau, Msgr Mitchel Joseph, Fr Albet Aroeki
The overall topic for the feast was in-acasamy, Fr Alexuchelvam Mariasoosai (who
cordance with the Peninsular Malaysia-Paselebrated from his parish in Kluang, Johor),
toral Team’s August theme -Mary, Mother Fr Frederick Joseph and Fr Surain Durai Raj.
of Hope and the daily sub-themes were Archbishop Leow, who presided at the
drawn from the Litany of Loreto. feastday Mass, preached on the subtheme . . ) . ) .
Head of Liturgy, Judy Fernandez, said heWlary, Assumed into Heavere said the As Archbishop Julian Leow with the clergy, lectors and media team of Assumption parish.
team had the pandemic in mind when select XPSWLRQ VLJQL¢HV WKHg®e#nass bfvbat 3QISUMS happeW ts Befrection of Jesus. In this time of adversity,
ing the sub-themes for the nine-day novenaleparture of the mother of Jesus from Earthe hymn of praise focuses on God'’s promisge need to cling to God’s promise and not be
3'H FDOOHG WR PLQG Wind thatRsheGvds teKen3diedy ldnd soul to thed Mary’s gratitude to God for being faith afraid, as he says, ‘I am with you till the end
Francis: ‘How can the Church be seen aspmesence of God in Heaven. ful to His promise,” said the Archbishop.  of time’ (Matthew 28:20).”
¢HOG KRVSLWDO"T +RZ FD Q“IRtKeday> Bb¥pel Ecdorbiqy® & Kuke, “Looking towards Mary and celebrating Parish Priest Fr Gregory Chan said, “The
youth be beacons of hope to others, as weH KHDUG 7KH 0DJQL ¢ FDivé solerbrity fiuvinglalpeiidamic, we look gbandemic forced us to focus on the essen
draw wisdom and strength from Jesus argrayer of praise, which is in response to whaivo focal points in this hymn — God's prem tials. This year, under lockdown, in extraor
our Blessed Mother? The sub-themes weter cousin Elizabeth had said. In the BibleLVH DQG RXU VHQVH RI JdiniWdirtMstahtes; thél €dngrBdation-cen
selected to help reignite our faith and help ukis hymn of praise has strong parallels tmakes a promise, it is backed with more thaed on prayer, on trusting in God, on hoping
H[SHULHQFH KRSH GHYVS L WWeHvidtok Hyrtnk wiFMitaw (EXsduX BBY,good intentions and wishful thinking. Godthat we will emerge from this stronger in
everyone is facing amidst this pandemic. Hannah (1 Samuel 2) and Judith (chapter i§ giving us His unbreakable word and héaith, and Mary was that hope for us= By
was also meant for us to re-evaluate owr val 1-17). Although Mary does not deny theshows it through the passion, death, and reSwen Manickam

St Mary’s Cathedral celebrates feastday, initiatesParishioners

Food Bank experience the
Visitation of our Lord

SANDAKAN: Every year, on August 15,

which is the Solemnity of the Assumption of MELAKA: Parishioners living in Praya Lane
the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Mary’s Cathedral close to the Assumption chapel had a Visitation
celebrates its parish feastday. It starts with a experience on the evening of August 15.
nine-day novena, Rosary rally and Mass. On The Body of Christ was brought to them by
the feastday itself, the celebration starts with Fr Lionel Thomas, parish priest of the Church
a procession and crowning of the statue of our of _St Peter.
Lady at the grotto. On the morning of the feast 'LWK WKH VXVSHQVLRQ RI SXEO
day, the parishioners get together for a fellow had been yeaming to receive the body of Christ
ship and concert by various communities. and this ‘Visitation’ was certainly nourishment

The COVID-19 pandemic since 2020 has for thelr_squls, and was a cause of great joy
DUHFWHG WKH OLWXUJLFDO FDOHQGDU RI WKH SDULVK The parishioners could now joyfully resonate
and so all celebrations were suspended. The _ _ _ in their hearts the words that Mary sang in the
parish could only reach out to its parishioners Parish Pastoral Council members arranging the food baskets. 0 D.‘] Q |_ é F'DW 30\ V.R x"o PDJQL¢HV \
through virtual Mass. toral Council. The parish remembers the The distribution of the food baskets isoPiMit rejoices in God my Saviour”.

In this year's novena from August 6 to 14many Catholic families, single parents, thgintly handled by the Parish Pastoral Coun
the parish integrated a nine-day novena to Bapaired, the weak, the needy and the eldertji, BEC coordinators and individuals (vol
Joseph, foster father of Jesus and spousevdio are economically impacted by the parunteers). The distribution is carried out with
the Blessed Virgin Mary. On August 14, ademic. strict adherence to Standard Operating Proce
Rosary rally started from 7.00am to 3.00pm, Parishioners are pleased that the parish hdisres such as physical distancing, wearing of
involving the priests, religious and all the-varorganised a Food Bank and many came to dmasks and use of hand sanitisers. The many
ious ministries of the parish. The Rosary rallpate food. There were also the generous ped HFLSLHQWY RI WKH IRRG EDVNHWYVY ZHUH (OOHG
was carried out in every home, culminatingle who contributed in cash through onlinavith joy upon seeing a priest, Fr Stephen Es
with the virtual Eucharistic celebration on théanking. These were the Catholic and alsguerra, amongst those delivering the food. It
Assumption of Mary at 6.00pm. non Catholic individuals, families of parish was also an opportunity for evangelising by
In conjunction with their feastday, the parioners from Kota Kinabalu, Kuala Lumpursharing the good news of the Gospel, prayers,
LVK DOVR RUJDQLVHG LW\and Sdddakak Whd WE® Sippoefv@ Nf thend blessings from Fr Stepher.By Evelyn
which was spearheaded by the Parish- Pdsod Bank. Jock, Dospo A parishioner kneels before the Body of Christ.
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Philippine health workers
threaten to quit over corruption

MANILA: A group of Filipino of 33,500 pesos ($670), according>KLJK UDQNLQJ JRYHUQP
health workers including nurses to a 2018 report of the Philippinescials] would rather put them in their
and doctors has threatened to resign Statistics Authority. The averagepockets than give them to us,” said
and called on the medical commu monthly national salary of healthJose Fabian, a member of a nurses’
nity to hold protests over corrup workers is 18,000 pesos ($360). union in a hospital in Manila.
tion in the country’s Department of The alliance said that if govern  Corruption in the Department
Health. ment authorities fail to increaseof Health is unfair to the country’s
7KH $OOLDQFH RY{ +HDOWK :RUN WKHLU EHQH ¢, WYV D P hé&lthiwérkders Bai@ GHIBrL Garcia
ers, a union of nurses and medical mass protests would be held foof Jaro Diocese in lloilo province,
practitioners, said that corruption their rightful demands. "HVWHUQ 9LVD\DV
in government had been rampant The Department of Health has al “The billions of pesos unspent
since it failed to release their ben ready appealed against the resignand misused by the Department of
He WV GHVSLWH PHPEHUYV ZRUNLQJ RQ tion of nurses, who comprise 70 peHealth are an insult to our nurses
the front line. FHQW RI VWDu LQ 3K la@ild8c®tsQmHeKrRRAReir WEs GV
“Indeed, there is a considerable Some groups, however, claimechospitals, leaving their loved ones,
budget surplus in the Department the call for resignation was not sup yet they do not receive the pay they

of Health and yet they always-re A Filipino health worker wearing personal protective equipment walkgported by all medical practitionersdeserve,” said Fr Garcia.
fuse to provide for health work into amakeshift ward built foCOVID-19 patients at a hospital in Manila. put admitted nurses could only hold “They should think twice before

HUVY &29, E HQH ¢ WOA Newspheial | the ground for so long. spending the people’s money. It is
and protection,” said the alliance’s *:H UHPDLQHG GH S bazareh @loiahcd drdong others,” “It seems we do not have a choicaot theirs. It is the peoples’. Thus,
president Robert Mendoza. MXVW DQG WLPHO\ &h&aldedEHQH WV anymore but to leave this dangerfunds should be spent for public

Mendoza said Philippine healthsuch as meal, transportation and ac Filipino nurses get a monthly sal ous job that does not pay well. Toneed, not for corrupt reasons,” he
workers were being deprived ofcommodation allowances, the speary of about 15,000 pesos (US$300)nake things worse, now we knowsaid.— By Joseph Peter Calleja,
WKHLU ULJKWIXO EH @i# fisk allowance and the activeand doctors earn a monthly incomehere are funds but people up theracanews.com

Sri Lankan cardinal rejects Macau churches reopen aiter
president’s letter, calls for protest closure for Delta variant

MACAU: Churches in Macau worship closed their doors after-au

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka: The Arch on Friday, adding that if a commit reopened on Aug 18 after a closur¢horities in the former Portuguese

bishop of Colombo, Cardinal Mal tee is to be appointed to implemenof about two weeks, after a familycolony ordered precautionary steps

colm Ranijith, has called on the the recommendations of the governtested positive for the highly conta after a family of four tested pesi

people in Sri Lanka to join demon ment, “there should be a committeggious Delta variant of the coronavi tive for the Delta variant in early

strations on August 21 to protest the involving all political parties.” rus this month. August.

government’s failure to shed light “It is clear from this procedure “All churches and Mass centres :RUVKLS SODFHV ZHUH F

on the deadly Easter Sunday bemb that, after such a long time the govin the diocese will resume public\HDU ZKHQ WKH ¢UVW ZDY

ing two years ago. HUQPHQW KDV QR L QWassesHNWgies @ng QaiherpgsGHPLF KLW WKH LVODQG
35DLVH D EODFN ADJ RQ $XJXVW out the truth about the attacks andersonnel in charge of religiousreported case on Jan 22. Life got

in front of your homes, institutions they are going to cover it up andhouses and old age homes mapack to normal in late March after

and marketplaces as a strong sym wash their hands,” read a statemer@llow the faithful to join their in- authorities lifted the restrictions.

bol of silent protest,” said the Cath from the Archdiocese of Colombo. house liturgy as appropriate,” stat From Aug 5, for the second time

ROLF SUHODWH GXULQJ D PHGLD EULH¢QJ “The government took political HG DQ RVFLDO FLUF XshteUastUyBap?, ljfe) ir&kthe ca3ino-
in Colombo on August 13. advantage of the Easter Sunday aferome Law, chancellor of Macaucum-resort city came to a standstill

+H VDLG KH zDV QRW VBHMR/YEPE RNk tack and promised to reveal withinDiocese, on Aug 16. as businesses closed down. The
the legal action currently being tak churches, and questioned why-reca month those who carried out the :HHNGD\ DQG 6 X Q G Dovedriméht lAuDcridd a mass test
en by the authorities against thossRPPHQGDWLRQV E U R AtthkkWVrekd the at&went. broadcasts will continue temporaring campaign for about 700,000
suspected to be responsible for theial inquiry into the attacks have not “Our country is still not secure ily or may be adjusted or cancelledresidents by setting up 42 nucleic
Easter Sunday attacks on April 21yet been acted upon. and attacks like the one that tookas necessary, the notice added. acid testing centres across the city.
2019. The July 12 letter was signed byplace on Easter Sunday are stilljpos Churches and other places of— ucanews.com

The cardinal revealed that he hacCardinal Ranjith and several otherVLEOH DW DQ\ WLPH :H FDQYW DOORZ
already received a response fronbishops and nearly 30 priests. this culture of killing to continue.

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa to anMore than 260 people died andThe country must learn a lesson
earlier letter asking for the “truth” over 500 were injured in the ceor IURP WKH VDFUL¢FHV RI WKH LQQRFHQWYV
behind the bombings. dinated suicide bombings on thregkilled on Easter Sunday,” it added.

He said the President’s responsehurches, four hotels, and one hous The statement said “the real ill
“did not mention any action the gov ing complex on Easter Sunday nHUV PXVW EH LGHQWL¢{HG DQG WKH FRXQ
ernment would take and neglected April 2019. Several bombings tooktry must know the truth.”
proper investigation into the seriougplace during Masses and other-ser “Politicians do not want to end
issues we raised about the attacks.Vices. this culture of killing. Extremism is

In a letter in July, the country's 3:H FDQ QHYHU EHOEHYH:WKDWWRKWKHP DQG WKH\ FRQWLQXH
Catholic leaders criticised the “le truth will come out through this WKHLU VHO¢{VK MRXUQH\ WKURXJK WKH
thargic pace” of a government-in ongoing process,” said CardinalWHDUV Rl KXPDQ VXuHULQJ " LW DGGHG
quiry into the terrorist attacks on5DQMLWK GXULQJ WKHLiddsiewdD EULH¢ QJ  Apriestcelebrates Mass in a church in Macau. (UCA News Photo: Jornal-O-Clarim)

Timor-Leste looks to open first Catholic university this year

DILI, Timor-Leste: The archbish capital Dili, is the only archdio the governmental process that hasontinued the efforts. stitute, which was founded while
op of Dili hopes that Timor-Leste’s cese in the country of 1.2 million been completed and the stepsthat 3, ZDQW WR FRQW LTHLedlekvihs till dndBrUndo
JUVW &DWKROLF XQ peopld) Qdttwlicszhui@ber $v&éd Bre pending. He expressed hopeow,” Archbishop Da Silva said. nesian rule.
this year after he met with Primemillion in the former Portuguese that “the university could start ep  Prime Minister Ruak in a state  The university will start with
Minister Taur Matan Ruak. colony, also called East Timor.  erating layer this year.” ment thanked the Church’s 4ini faculties teaching social science,
Salesian Archbishop Dom Vir The archdiocese submitted an Archbishop Da Silva said thetiative and said the university will education and humanities. Next
gilio do Carmo da Silva of Dili application to start the universityplan for a Catholic university “help the government to preserveyear it will establish two more
met Ruak on Aug 13, a monthon July 16. It is now being cen began more than three decadethe quality of higher education infaculties covering health and -ag
after the archdiocese formally-ap sidered by the Ministry of Higher ago during the time of Dili’'s Timor-Leste.” riculture. Some 50 educators, all
plied for permission to start theEducation and Culture. first Bishop Carlos Filipe Xi &KXUFK RVFLDOV \aine@ with Kriddters u@ doctoral
Catholic University of Timor in  Archbishop Da Silva said hemenes Belo (1983-2002). Hisstart the university soon after perdegrees, have signed up to join
the Catholic-majority country. and his team from the archdiocessuccessor Bishop Alberto Ricar mission is given by upgrading thethe new institution— By Ryan
Dili Archdiocese, based in thewere told during the meeting aboudo da Silva, who died in 2015,diocese’s Catholic Religious 4n Dagur, ucanews.com
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40,000 Catholics make pilgrimage to
Our Lady of Czestochowa in Poland

&=(672&+2:$ 1HDUO\ eastern Poland.
Catholic pilgrims journeyed on 3:H URGH WKURXJK RXU \
foot, by bicycle, and on horseback villages, with an unfurled banner
to arrive at the Marian shrine of bearing the image of Our Lady of
-DVQD *yUD LQ &]-VWRFKRZD 3R Ostra Brama, the patroness of the
land, this summer. regiment. It was one big prayer,”

The traditional walking pilgrim Fr Andrzej Dmochowski told the
age to venerate an icon of the -DVQD *yUD 3UHVV 2vFH
%ODFN ODGRQQD RI &] VWRFKRZD In total, 185 cycling groups,
housed in the shrine, dates back to 133 walking groups and 13 run
the 17th century. ning groups made the pilgrimage

Among the pilgrims to make the to Jasna Gora this summer.
historic trek was Bishop Marek Many of the pilgrimages cul
Solarczyk of Radom, Poland, who minated on the Solemnity of the
helped to lead his diocese’s 43rd Assumption of the Virgin Mary on
annual walking pilgrimage. Aug 15. The pilgrims also marked

In addition to caring for the pil WKH WK DQQLYHUVDU\
grims’ spiritual needs, the bishop <RXWK 'D\ LQ &]HVWRFKR?:

assisted with the morning wake- 5 45, py DUULYH DW -DVQD *RUD VKULQH WR S SKREWR R DM @XHR w%ﬂw&wgh”\?\%ﬁ'k‘ﬁ]‘ﬁ%ﬁ?d a1 g
up call by playing his horn each young people around the world to

morning of the roughly 100-mile Another  pilgrimage  group horseback. The 22nd annual cavalover the course of 11 days fromthe Virgin Mary on Aug 15, 1991.
journey. travelled to the Marian shrine onry pilgrimage travelled 250 miles WKH YLOODJH R =D U- By Cdurthdy Mar€sHCNAQ

Spanish parish collects medicine to Pope Francis will not
send to Cuba offer a public Mass

VALENCIA, Spain: A parish in durlng SCOtIand VlSlt

metropolitan Valencia is preparing

shipments of medicine to Cuba, VATICAN: Pope Francis will not reports circulated in the United
thanks to the generosity of hun RuHU D SXEOLF 0DV VK®gdorh Quér Kk Webkisriel dlgim
dreds of people who want to help visit to Glasgow in November, ac ing that the Pope would preside
alleviate the severe shortage on the cording to the Scottish Bishops’over an open-air Mass in Glasgow,
Caribbean island. Conference. as his predecessors Benedict XVI
Fr Olbier Hernandez, a Cuban 3, FDQ FRQ¢/{UP WK Damd WwhtHPa6lHIRIW W Béllkhou
priest of the Archdiocese of Valen bishops are not planning a publicston Park in Glasgow in 2010 and
cia, has organised a humanitarian Mass with Pope Francis in Novem 1982 respectively.
aid campaign for Cuba to help meet ber,” said Peter Kearney, spokes “Scotland’s Catholic bishops
the need. man for the Scottish bishops. have welcomed the prospect of a
The priest is pastor of San Miguel “The Pope will visit as a guestmeeting with Pope Francis when

de Soternes parish in Mislata, part 21sh organises shipment of medicines in the face of serious situation in Cubgg s i Government, which will he attends the COP26 Conference

of metro Valencia. He is seekingless humanitarian aid arrives,” hedonate medicines and send therbe responsible for the arrangemerin  Glasgow in November,” the
“donations of medicine, masks,added. to us or contact us to come and geGHWDLOV :H XQ G H U \spokepersehHorzheCSeotiRiQEsh
JRZQV DQG V\ULQJIHV At fd3édt: tue @ fefRriQtions inthem. It's not necessary to classifybe a few hours in Scotland to attenaps said.
tributions and also suitcases, sinc€uba, the only way to get medicineghem because we have the help dhe COP26 gathering and expecthe 3:KLOH PDQ\ SDVWRUDO
that way we don't have to buyand humanitarian aid is through theCuban doctors living in Valencia will have only a very short part of cal and interfaith gatherings would
them, and can use that money tuggage of passengers, since shipvho are working with us to label this time to meet with the Scottishbe desirable while he is with us,
buy medicine.” ping by boat or plane is not allowed.and classify the medicines.” bishops,” he said. time constraints sadly mean such
“Antibiotics, blood pressure Once the items are collected; ar “Any help is needed now as the The Pope is expected to attena full programme will not be pes
medications” are also needed butanged, and packed, they are-asksituation there is very serious, andhe “world leaders’ summit” in the sible.”
“you can donate personal hygieneLQJ WUDYHOOHUV Z k®RweS@dp@alingRo thd salidRrityopening days of the 2021 United COP26 was originally scheduled
items and cans of non-perishablghe Caribbean island from Madridof Valencians to not forget the Cu Nations Climate Change Confer to take place in November 2020,
IRRG ‘H FRQWLQXH WrR/akeR@ @®HiaWpdrtHHe pack ban people.” ence (COP26) taking place in Glasbut was postponed due to the GOV
cine and donations in the parishages and deliver them to families, Fr Hernandez said this campaigrgow on Nov 1-12. ID-19 pandemic. About 120 heads
and we are also asking pharmaciegriests, and doctors who are work“doesn’t have an end date at the Pope Francis’ “very short” trip of state are expected to attend the
their owners or friends to collabo ing with them. moment; it will last until the end of to Scotland, which could likely be climate conference this year,-ac
rate,” the priest explained on the 3:H{OO SD\ IRU WK Hthe yea wnd afterlRekember we'llonly a day trip, is expected to-in cording to the BBC. President Joe
archdiocesan website. of these suitcases,” Fr Hernandegee what the situation is like and, ifclude meetings with world leadersBiden, Prince Charles, Greta Thun
“The situation in Cuba remainssaid, and called on all the parishewe can, continue to send suitcaseand Catholic bishops. berg, and climate-envoy John Ker
critical, especially in the central andof the archdiocese to help out bywith medicine.” — By Blanca The Scottish bishops’ conferenceay are among the anticipated attend
eastern part of the country, whereéappealing to their parishioners toRuiz, CNA PDGH WKH FODUL /¢ F ésRBY Cburiney MarBs-10BIA D

Archbishop Chaput honoured with first annual Mother Angelica Award

IRONDALE, Alabama: Archbishop the Assumption in 1981. YLHZHUV KHDUG UHAHENHUR @6/ rétiteri Pin \RORG! as
Charles J. Chaput, OFM Cap, was “This award was created as a wayrchbishop’s numerous friends, allarchbishop of Philadelphia. Previ
KRQRXUHG DV WKH gdJidabignideHAdtiget Argatta Ruihdof whom lauded him for empower ously he had served as archbishop
the annual Mother Angelica Awardher legacy by honouring people whang the laity and for encouraging ancbf Denver, and as bishop of Rapid
E\ WKH (:71 *OREDQ &bw Hevdied Rhely Hiwas in serviceenabling the development of aposCity, South Dakota. The archbishop
work. to the Church, particularly in thetolates such as FOCUS (Fellowshiglso recently stepped down from the
(:71 &KDLUPDQ & KdeHice (df the New Evangelisation,of Catholic University Students), the % RDUG RI *RYHUQRUV RI (:71 DIWHU
HFEXWLYH 2vFHU OLFKjDdtlas MotheDAhgdlca herself had$ XJXVWLQH ,QVWLW X @bHyeqrs '@f: se(\®&¥, including 10
presented the inaugural award totGRQH ~ VDLG :DUVDZ c¢éatlkdd Qnh The NatlkeVnd Dignityyears of service as Vice Chairman.
Chaput during an Aug 15 ceremonyproposed this award, there reallyR1 :RPHQ DQG PDQ\ He\Wdqlehtly apgaatdd with Mother
that was broadcast around the worlévas no one in my mind who wasarchbishop was described asa modsQJHOLFD RQ (:71 VXrléh%isﬁ%( J 6% rlxe gv 1. Chaput re
by the network. The date also marksnore deserving than Archbishopel of how a bishop can work with laythe years and was the principal-cel FHLY Hpv UVW D 0 % XDO ORW!
the 40th anniversary of the Net Chaput.” leaders to advance the Church and tbrant of her funeral Mass in 20165 ard from Evc\'/TN CEO Michael P.
work’s launch on the Solemnity of During the award ceremony,evangelise it. —CNA Warsaw. (CNA photo/EWTN)
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Vespers, Mass marks 200th year
of America’s first cathedral

BALTIMORE, USA: For a special
vespers and Mass to mark the pa
tronal feast of Baltimore’s Basilica
of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary during its 200th anni
YHUVDU\ \HDU $UFKELVKRS :LOOLDP (
Lori appropriately used the crosier
that belonged to Archbishop Am
brose Maréchal.
Archbishop Maréchal, the third
archbishop of Baltimore, presided
DW WKH GHGLFDWLRQ RI $PHULFDYV ¢UVW
cathedral in 1821.
The celebrations featured a talk

bishop in the United States, had-precurrent rector of the basilica, has
cisely this in mind when he madecreated an urban street ministry, the
SODQV IRU WKH ¢ UV 8buled® b KIHHGheDDat WoBs @&iH
built in the newly minted country.  into the streets of the city to minis
Archbishop Carroll, a “realistic ter to, and with, those experiencing
dreamer”, intended the new cathehomelessness.
dral to be “a light to the nation, a The following day, Archbishop
light to the world,” the cardinal said. Lori celebrated Mass for the feast
2vFLDOO\ FDOOHG WdgHwith Bidhap LBabonRads the
the National Shrine of the Assump homilist. The bishop said he could
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the not decline the invitation to preach
QDWLRQTV ¢(UVW FDWIK FieUnhne ZehuidfuH EhbkdhDikv H G
to a minor basilica by Pope Pius XIAmerica, and one with unparalleled
in 1937. In 1972, it was declared &historical resonance.”

on the history of the basilica and National Landmark and, in 1993, the On the feast of the Assumption,
WKH ¢UVW ELVKRS -LQ WKH 86 E\ &DUGL US Bishops’ Conference designatedin this splendid place, the mother
QDO 7LPRWK\ 0 'ROD | 1HZ <RUN . ) - it a national shrine. church of American Catholicism,”
and a homily about Mary’s role ir?B aﬁmoreS%as'l'caOf%eAssumpt'on of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Wk'md'acommons} Cardinal Dolan noted that arch Bishop Barron said, “we recem
our faith by Los Angeles Auxiliary with a talk delivered by Cardinal LQJ TURP WKH ¢IWK bisHgsWitBhtintble @&hY\Cardinal mit ourselves to be happy warriors
Bishop Robert E Barron. Dolan, whose doctoral studies-fo WKHZTV *RVSHO 3<RXJjdxldd bors QreligYV CRrbiinalinder the banner of the Queen of
The history of the basilica wascused on the history of the Americarthe world. A city set on a hill can Lawrence Shehan and Archbishopdeaven, the true Ark of the Gov
the focus for vespers on Aug 14, thehurch. not be hidden.” He said he believed ori have made social justice ahal HQDQW ¢JKWLQJ IRU OLIH
vigil of the feast of the Assumption, The cardinal started his talk quot SUFKELVKRS -RKQ & DhhkkRHe RbtedMiathtr ZakhdS\Morictor truth.” — CNS

Vietnam’s future priests encouraged to be servants

HANOI: Future priests from Viet in his archdiocese since last year. The 68-year-old archbishop said
nam's northern diocese are beindfter the ceremonies, new priestghatin a few days, they will be trans
urged to use the COVID-19 pan and professed religious recountedormed by just an act of imposition
demic as a rare opportunity to trairtheir mystical experiences. of hands and prayer of consecra
themselves as worthy shepherdsand +H VDLG WKDW DW tidd\akd they iR i®@atied” father.”
good sheep. have a bit of sadness and regret ofhey themselves will be surprised,

Nine deacons in Phat Diem Dio account of the lack of formalities andand everyone will probably be em
cese are expected to be ordaingghysical joy but in the end, theyim barrassed when they call them-“fa
priests on Aug 25 at a chapel in thenensely enjoy such ceremonies. IWKHU” IRU WKH (¢UVW WLPH
bishop's house in Ninh Binh prov the wonderfully secluded situation, He warned that their psychology
ince. they have the opportunity to coneenand lifestyle have not yet changed

Archbishop Joseph Nguyen Nangdrate on important things since theyto keep pace with the change in
of Ho Chi Minh City, who serves asare not distracted by guests, partiesheir soul, so they will have to learn
the diocese's apostolic administratophotos, decoration and others, buthroughout their lives to be “fathers.”
announced that he could not come téully turn their hearts to God and Noting that only God is the Fa
ordain them due to social distancingleeply experience His transformingher, the Father of Jesus and of all
measures against COVID-19. Heyrace. people, he said that, like Jesus, they
delegated Bishop Joseph Nguyen He asked the deacons to get rignust contemplate and immerse i _ _ _
Duc Cuong of the neighbouring €io of dependencies and retain the eshemselves in the love of the Fathef\rchbishop Joseph Nguyen Nang ordains nine deacons at the cathedral in
cese of Thanh Hoa to ordain them. sentials. “COVID-19 helps us do it. before they can express the Father'dinh Binh province in March. (UCA News photo courtesy of phatdiem.org)

The ordination will only be joined :H PD\ EH UHOXFWDQWvaVR DFFHSW VXFK know how to be good sheep, yolby God. God lifts them up but they
by some priests and attended by tha quiet and simple ceremony, but it “Only when you know how to be can never be good shepherds,” heemain dust.
ordinands’ relatives. The new priestss really a blessed opportunity for ussons’ can you be fathers. If you dosaid, adding that the problems that Archbishop Nang said the peo
will not celebrate their thanksgivingto get back to the main things. Thenot know how to be children, youoccur in pastoral relations are mainple of God yearn for high-quality
Masses until the pandemic is undespirit of the world has taken us toocannot be fathers but just men of ally caused by authoritarian pastorgpriests, so they should respond to
control. IDU DZD\ IURP WKH V Sdgdricey tRel prdfate saith who themselves forget to be goodheir holy expectations.

Archbishop Nang said he hasjrejust have to go back.” 3<RX FDQ RQO\ EHFRsRd¢pVKHSKHUGV 3:LWK GHHS KXPLOLW\ DQ
sided at many priestly ordinations 3:H WKDQN *RG IR Uollowidgatizkample of Jesus, the He said priests are only servantin God's love and grace, bravely go
and ceremonies of taking vows in &COVID-19 to train us,” he said in a Supreme Shepherd, when you yourof God's people throughout theirforth and be strong,” he told them.
guiet manner with few in attendancdetter to them on Aug 15. self are good sheep. If you do notives as they are raised from cinders— ucanews.com

Virtual library boosts access to essential religious texts

6<'1(< $XVWUDOLD ,W ZLOO EH 6KDULQJ WKH :RUG dibWodRs.YLUWXDO OL

months, perhaps even a year; be
fore lives throughout much of the
world revert to patterns of behav

iour people took for granted before
the global health crisis of the cero

navirus.

But there may be a few areas
where the lockdowns, restrictions
on movement and meetings, and
impediments to interaction can in
IDFW EH EHQH¢FLDO

Many academies and educational
institutions have geared up for the

brary founded in 2013 and funded The project and the site are the
E\ WKH 3RQWL¢FDO 6lirarichibof Hhs6\Wids 3he\dirher
WKH $SRVWOH |, W V SHdF ligdridnGOonei AustralaR
help seminarians, clergy, catechistéwo leading theological libraries —
and pastoral workers who are nothe Veech Library in Sydney. He
DEOH WR DuRUG KD UahtimesSd codoidipate/théiproject.
sential for their ministry. It has He has devoted much of his retire
more than 1,000 monthly usersment to providing this integrated
with a single point of access to thewvebsite so that it is available any
spiritual and intellectual riches ofwhere to anyone with internet-ac
the Christian faith. cess.

Under the leadership of Catholic This resource is particularly ben
Mission Australia, its volunteers H¢ FLDO IRU &KULVWLDQV

virtual delivery of their courses andSharing the Word 2 WKH QHZ H OLEUDU\ SURMHFW HgJe Witbhate& SOWd- 20" £Rin8yo(Mtkids Quho often lack access to

resources. Societies. (Vatican News)

libraries with the open-source ILSadequate theological libraries-

Many parts of the world want and virtually accessible from any boosts access to essential texts faoha in East Africa, Asia and theucanews.com
their students to study with goodwhere in the world with reliable religious studies students, seminar3DFL¢,F UHJLRQ EHWZHHQ DQG

resources — and surprisingly, thénternet access.

ians, clergy and Scripture student018. It has also assisted in trainThe virtual library can be ac-

Catholic Church has a library and Sharing the Words an e-library across the world. It has catalogued. QJ OLEUDU\ VWDu &e6s6d dE:BipsDvanmv.3haigyth

teaching resources that are virtuahitiative in Sydney, Australia, that more than 14,000 volumes.

their collections and the shipmenteword.info


https://www.sharingtheword.info
https://www.sharingtheword.info
https://www.sharingtheword.info
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Can creationism save

us from COVID-19?

Snce the beginning of the pandemic, the relationship betv
eligion and COVID-19 has been a tormented one.

,Q WKH (UVW IHZ PRQWKV RI WK-H
ported that religious places were not enforcing social dist
ing and, therefore, were responsible for the spread of the
Others claimed that naive beliefs cultivated by religious lea
ZHUH LQWHUIHULQJ ZLWK KHDOWK
the USA, religion was portrayed as a brake against contain
strategies. For these observers, sanitising states were ou
saviours.

Months later, the role played by religion during the pande
appears more nuanced. In a time of isolation and distress,
number of people have turned to religious practices and
works. Their motivations might greatly vary, but they illustr,
the relevance of religion during a pandemic.

JXUWKHUPRUH UHOLJLRXV SHRSO
LQ UHVSRQGLQJ WR WKH FKDOOHQ
strict quarantine policies have isolated many to the point of
ting some in danger, religious groups have found ways to re|
connected. Their trust in a higher power helped them te
come their fears and to care for the poor and the sick. Ov
their moral values have played a positive role in mobilising
ous forces against the pandemic.

The variety of these religious responses has been docum
by the blog CoronAsur of the National University of Singap:
Scholars have published dozens of reports and analyses
ing the rich, nuanced and moving relations between religiorn
&29,' 7KH SDQGHPLF KDV KDG D
religious groups and traditions. But if it has disrupted many
ligious gatherings and rituals, it has also shed new light on
UHOLJLRQ RuHUYV

Relations between COVID-19 and religion are as div
as they are numerous. Religion is not a distinct sphere o
broader response to COVID-19. Religious traditions trans
the ways we perceive, discuss and respond to the pandem
better or worse, they are constantly mobilised to navigaté
GLVFXOWLHVY WKDW WKH SDQGHPLF

<HW DIWHU D \HDU DQG D KDOI RI

and social tensions are swelling dangerously. New variants guld be able to lift this country out(Aug 1

pear and international tensions are at their highest level. |
global context, religion is at risk of being used as a polit
weapon.

For example, in the war that the US is leading against C
President Joe Biden is recycling an old American belief; ¢
tionism, to mobilise opinion against China. American auth

ties recently called for an investigation into the Chinese ofidi

Rl WKH YLUXV 6XUHO\
science should be neutral and accurate.
But to what extent is knowing the origin of the virus the n
XUJHQW DQG HUHFWLYH ZD\ WR WDH
all the social and political reasons explaining its spread?
while the US is talking about third doses of vaccines, what g
VHFXULQJ DFFHVV IRU (¢UVW GRVHV
As we have learned in Asia, Europe and North America,

VFLHQWL¢F

Can something
yood.arise from

virus.

the-ashes?

nRRY Fr Michael Chua should stop complaining about the lackhe verge of collapse and a public health
2 vast of inspiring leaders, and instead take erisis that continues its tight hold on our
nlktt is said that the fabulous mythicallong look in the mirror, or as Mahatmalives and livelihood without any hint of
atl bird, the Phoenix, can arise anew*DQGKL SXW LW 3<RX Pkting/ueH WKH FKDQJH

from the ashes of its destructionyou want to see in the world.” A sober It is perhaps during times like these,

HRYQG LR Z&EHF QR b Wi vIHtd iepydl R§ iy Pop® towhRend of tmes where we feel hopeless and-hap

g think that thjgHgspassiblg fopous w@hqﬂgi))ﬂ%d pelitiealyregime only to beless even to the point of thinking that
pliiy to rise rejuvenated from the ashes o OOHG ZLWK DQ [LHW\ RhsHAQul® b the “<hik Of Lt werii(D

mairiailed-experiment of a governmentglliance who must now carry the weighit would be good to heed the advice of
swahich many thought was illegitimate?of the people’s expectations. Can wéhat great doctor of the Church, St-Au
eralf XOG ZH VHH QHZ EOR RP@edt Change MhrstReRdeminant cubustine. Even as his contemporary, St

ang administration or expect much of théure remains mired in the unholy trinityJerome, gloomily predicted that the

same old-thing, which is to say the samef values which shape our local politicavorld had come to an end with the-de
efiddrot™? and society — ethnic-religious identity,struction of Rome by the Visigoths and
yre. Scepticism is indeed prevalent amongnoney and ambition for power? the collapse of both the Roman Empire
sHaany Malaysians. Few would believe Despite our acknowledgement ofand civilisation, St Augustine decided

4Rat our current political upheaval carthese capital sins in Malaysian pelitt WR WDNH D GLuUHUHQW DSS
7 bespendesidy therappaintpenyaf- Dagg! culture and our incessant complaintmispired to write his book, The City of

VXN 6HUL ,VPDLO 6D E U therddDaveRMaldysiang/noHo QeHalte@od. Augustine, just like Jerome, felt
\WwhREime Minister, although many wouldfor nurturing and supporting these vicesie had lost his bearings with news of

be rooting for “their guy,” as promiseseither through our silent acquiescencthe collapse of Rome. Once Rome had
srgould have to be kept and deliveredr tacit to explicit support? Racism,gone, what sense was to be made of the
f Buthe days and weeks ahead to placag@rruption and cronyism will have noZRUOG" ,Q WKH UHAHFWLRQ\
~e@Reh and every stakeholder in an evetraction in a society where there are ndJHFRUG LQ KLV ERRN- KH ZR>

icShiting political alliances of conveni takers for the bait. Unfortunately, theseswer — the fall of the City of Man does

s gce. vices are fuelled by a culture which nonhot mean the end of the City of God.
H [ere) WIEGoRnye to be widespreadonly tolerates but encourages them. According to St Augustine, the City
Fipubt thah @nyy $ngle PEFepR 10K p,arty,ﬁ_qqqqgrh@f his swan song last Fridayof Man, which went beyond Rome but
), our former Prime Minister de encompasses our earthly existence, is
Y fighe quagmire of its gravest political livered a speech which | would describeshaped by the love of self, even to the
icpcio-economic and public health crisesas one of his best. | know my thoughtgontempt of God; whereas the City of
,Q IDFW OXK\LGGLQ P D\oKtbiywouly Be-toRtrd@igial Vit wouldGod is shaped by the love of God, even
high the last laugh — his detractors andhave been a stirringly powerful speectto the contempt of self. The values of
rdRoSt aggressive critics would now havéf given under other more favourablethe City of Man may be an apt deserip
ofP prove the point which they have beegircumstances. But when delivered byion of our political class and their syco
igigaselessly hammering — that they caa man on political death row, it camephantic supporters.
fabatigrieb Simhe r his\eoprsERPSF 132 Pity egging plea. k ob In describing the two cities, St Au
‘LOO ZH WKH R'UG L Q D Uwioadiwell prdpal earRk gnimia® sidtlygustine reiterated Jesus' teaching that
otq be forced to stand on the sidelines asjected and dismissed by his politicavhile Christians live in the City of Man,
Naplass QPsereers BN \WitnessHe\\iePPGaeNs as & gesngrate attempt to stiey do not belong to the City of Man.
Agfguction of our country through politi In power. Their presence in the earthly city is like
bduP O PLVPDQDJHPHQW D QBBt puitkng asideHifre\udgnient Dn highat of strangers sojourning in a foreign

glarakprdemicithat ke gpoe ynapajetkal intent and the sincerity of his prom FRXQWU\ :H DUH WR HQMR\
aiRespite the fact that many Malaysianéses, Muhyiddin’s democratic utopanWKH &LW\ R1 0DQ KDV WR Ru

thing our political leaders say about COVID-19 is not about t&e extremely critical of the status quowish list should have been embraced bys rights, its protection, and its preser

virus only. It also seeks to win leadership and power. Redu
VXUuHULQJ LV UDUHO\ WKH DEVROXV
cuse to reassert domination.

$JDLQ GLVWRUWLQJ UHOLJLRQ W
FROQWLQXLQJ WKH SROLWLFDO ¢JKW
the pandemic. The common good should be the priority. |
that President Biden and other world leaders would go bal
what Pope Francis has repeatedly said.

37KH FRURQDYLUXV KDV SURYRNH
fecting the lives of many, especially the most vulnerable. |
you not to forget the most vulnerable. In the midst of so m
GDUNQHVY DQG XQFHUWDLQW\ ZH

spirit of justice that mobilises us to ensure true universal a¢c&§¥

to the vaccine, and a temporary suspension of intellectual
erty rights,” the Pope said on May-2.By Michel Chambon,
ucanews.com

cfigy to none are capable of formulating any reasonable minded freedom lovingation of order, but we are always ready

/ Morkablerselution to aRAress the XOWItIPEFSeN wHNEiytiqnal amendmentso move on. The City of Man is not our
prong challenges our country is facing. which would lead to term limits on thetrue home. No, our true home is in the
R HOQY gOVEramen ur; poliggianeyy witb RW B Y kP H P L QL VW HIily & BQHQANQ i iRto hat ity that
VR QR QN i Ry BRHWEKRY ARG LB MEBRSetaesZH RZH RXU DUHFWLRQV DQC

vidndemocracy, the people get the gowi-partisan cooperation and constltaloyalty.
cletgment they deserve” is a quote oftion, equitable distribution of resources As we picture our beloved country
ten attributed to two persons, Josep HIDUGOHVV RI SDUW\ NDalagsiaDjigtLiReQhe [§IDrioU3s QtErdab
5 dp WRigtresangh fNexisooe Eospvayiiasgpeegentsion in parliamentary seledCity, Rome, going up in smoke, its mag
art from the controversy of correctcommittees. Let's be honest — thes®QL¢ FHQW PRQXPHQWYV DQG
Bgﬁ)ribution, is the controversy con promises, if carried out, would have ledbeing reduced to rubble by the invad
OB'RING de FRVECDAEENIRIRAS theséo 1q (gdical drgsigrmation of ourpo LQJ PDUDXGHUV  RU VHO ¢ VE
ds — were they spoken as a forntitical landscapé and culture, making ifpoliticians), we once again hear the call
orép!  VQDUN\ VDUFDVP" mEr fairHncidsive @t truly democrat R1 6 W $XJXVWLQH WR WDNH
have been the original purpose of thé. It is no surprise that the other partieshaotic upheaval below and raise our
statement, we can see the truth of it HMHFWHG WKHVH RuH @ysRilpve Bblalgretst dty i Geay
claims in that we have witnessed sé\part from their stated motives, could itenly City, the true Eternal City, “The

z Michel Chambon is a French Catholic theologian and-an Many failed governments and leaderbe that it is plainly too hard to renounceHeavenly City outshines Rome beyond

thropologist.
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that had been democratically and popuhe hegemony of the unholy trinity —comparison. There, instead of victory,
larly elected and eventually turned ouethnic-religious identity, money andis truth; instead of high rank, holiness;
to be disasters. Democracy, in the forrpower? instead of peace, felicity; instead of life,
of populism, may ensure that the gov Most Malaysians would have expe HWHUQLW\ = :LWK WKBDW YLVL
ernment has the people’s support, butenced an extreme pendulum swing ofured that new life can emerge from the
is no guarantee that we will have goo@motions, ranging from expectant hopashes of destruction and what is broken
leaders or governance. The bane of tHe cynical despair, with regards to howcan be restored.

politics of populism is that it is a merethey view political leaders and parties in

mirror, an echo chamber, for a nation’shis country. Today, what seems prevaz Fr Michael Chua a former legal
FXOWXUH <HV LQ D GenPRaEdaB Bloony Kudodk lrr ourpractitioner is the Ecclesiastical Assis
ple do get the leaders they deserve. country’s future which has been comtant for the Catholic Lawyers’ Society

This may be the reason why wepounded by a depressed economy dfuala Lumpur.
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Practical steps for caring for creation

$6+,1*721 2Q $XIXVW -

tion plan to promote “an integral ecology”
which includes practical ways that parish
es, Catholic schools and institutions, and
individuals and families can care for crea
tion, drawing on environmental science
and inspired by Catholic social teaching.

After Pope Francis issued his landmark
2015 encyclical on the environmehgud
ato Si’, on Care for Our Common Home
the Vatican’s Dicastery for Promoting-In
tegral Human Development published a
document listing seven ways to implement
the encyclical.

The dicastery’s document serves as the

I[IUDPHZRUN IRU WKH $UFKGLRFHVH RI

ington’s Laudato Si: Embarking on a
Seven-Year Journey Promoting an Integral
Ecology action plan

Listed below are the Vatican document’s
seven ways to carry out what the encycli
cal teaches.

Each category includes ideas from the
archdiocese’s action plan on how Catho
lics can bring those markers to life in their

personal lives and homes or at their-paftudents at St Francis International School in Silver Spring, Md., tend the lettuce and oth
ishes, schools and institutions: JUHHQV LQ WKH VFKRRO JDUGHQ DV SDUW RI WKHLU H

SKRWR &16 ¢OH SKRWR $QGUHZ %LUDM &DWKROLF 6W

Response to the cry of the earth:

greater use of clean renewable energy afden at risk through slavery, etc. ( _
reduction of fossil fuels in order to achieve Possible actionsvolunteering to do a ety (intense focus) in the use of resourc
FDUERQ QHXWUDOLW)\ Hparsly plean-yp;Resssting wulneraple pemsl energy, avoid single-use plastic, ado
promote biodiversity guaranteeing accessons; supporting charity programs includa more plant-based diet and reduce me
to clean water for all. ing Catholic Charities and Catholic Reliefconsumption, greater use of public trang

Possible actions:sealing or caulking 6 HUYLFHV FRQWULEXW Liod an®R&ad [oliting iddes af Drans SYSemS: etc.)

around windows and door frames; turndonations to your parish food pantry;-deportation, etc.
LQJ Ru OLJKW VRXUFH V veogipgoor

replacing light bulbs with LED bulbs; cr

ating gardens; developing a facilities pla
for parishes or schools and action ste
to reduce emissions;
water and pollution reduction methods;

WKH $UFK
GLRFHVH Rl :DVKLQJWRQ ODXQFKHG LWV DF

@ Adoption of a simple lifestyle: sobri

©eRanding pavigh Hpmergency Possible actionscutting down or elimi
adjusting temperatures to 70 degrees &nds to help individuals with energy, wa nating single-use plastic such as water b
lower in winter and 80 degrees or higheter and other bills; and volunteering with dles; buying fewer nonessential items;-c

in summer; reducing water consumptiontocal ‘clean the waterways’ project.

Ecological economicssustainable pro
uction, fair trade, ethical consumption
i - Rethical investments, divestment from fos
introducing  StOrMy| f,e1s and any economic activity har

u
ting down or eliminating foam-based foo
containers; encouraging recycling, was
ing less and avoiding throwing away foo
whenever possible; driving less; and takin
time to pray and give thanks.

pEcological educationrethink and rede terfaith groups focusing on environmental
sign educational curricula and educationaldvocacy. —CNS

- . —>ful to the planet and the people, investm
beginning a parish or school composting, anewable energy

programme; and installing solar panels on possiple actionsreducing food waste; institution reform in the spirit of integral
property. reducing meat-based meals; starting @cology to create ecological awareness
@) Response to the cry of the poorde home garden; composting food scrapgction, promoting the ecological vocatio
fence of human life from conception tobuying locally produced and prepare®f young people, teachers and leaders
death and all forms of life on earth, withfood; buying fair-trade and sustainably-€ducation, etc.

al

preserves in the area; expanding parish and
school libraries with resources promoting
the vision oflLaudato Si; incorporating
Church teaching on care for the environ
ment into faith formation programs; and
involving parish religious education pro
grammes, youth ministries and Catho
lic schools in living out the teachings of
Laudato Si!

@Ecological spirituality: recover a reli
gious vision of God’s creation, encourage
greater contact with the natural world in a
spirit of wonder, praise, joy and gratitude,
promote creation-centred liturgical eel
ebrations, develop catechesis prayer, re
treats, formation, etc.

Possible actions homilies on pro-life
values and integration of Catholic social
and moral teaching regarding care for
creation; participating in the annual arch
diocesan “Green Mass”; bringing in -ex
pert speakers for conversations at parish

RU VFKRRO HYHQWY DQG Rut

school events and formation opportuni
ties promoting the Church’s teaching on
climate change and social, racial and envi

EnipHasis on community involvement
and participatory action: to care for crea
ison at the local, regional, national and in

i(—t\rnational levels (promote advocacy and
a?ople’s campaigns, encourage rootedness
n local territory and neighbourhood eco

Possible actionsusing parish and Cath
olic school communications, including-so
o‘fial media, to spread the message of aud
to Si’ and put its teachings into action;
jzrm parish social concerns teams that fo
{cus on integral ecology; engage ministries
nd groups in collaborative ecologicat ef
C%;ts; connect with other parishes through

Creation Committee; and connect to in

ocument can be found athttps://bit.
3k900Vt.

The full action plan released by the

%i\e full text of the Vatican dicastery’s

special attention to vulnerable groups sucproduced food; and starting a parish-gar Possible actionsprganising local envi Archdiocese of Washington can be found

as indigenous communities, migrant ehilden.

URQPHQWDO HGXFDWLR Qd Gtpa/(atvorg. : QGLQJ QDWXUH

Pilgrims marching from Poland to Scotland for climate justice

POLAND: An ecumenical pilgrimage is
underway in favour of addressing climate
change and assuring solidarity to those

PRVW DuHFWHG W VWDUWHG RQ $XJ

Zielona Gora, Poland, and will conclude
in Glasgow, Scotland, in time for the start
of the annual United Nations Climate
Conference.

The pilgrimage will take the partici
pants to Glasgow, Scotland, in time for the
start of the annual United Nations Climate
Conference (COP26), which will take
place in November.

Some 30 pilgrims have joined the initia
tive organised by the Institute for Church
and Society of the Protestant Church of

Férlmlfﬁté'mt&%Do VFLHQFH FXUULFX

KH :DVKLQJWRQ $UFKGLRFH

‘HVWSKDOLD ZLWK VXSSRUW IURP WKH 3RO
ish Bishops’ Conference, the Evangeli

cal Church of Poland, and the Bishop Global Climate Strike in Germany, Mar 19, 2021. (Unsplash/Mika Baumeister)
of the Evangelical Church of Berlin andactivities due to the pandemic, with theeive solidarity. Agreement and the UN Framework Gon
Brandenburg, Christian Stablein. return to normalcy there is still excessive The UK will host the 26th UN Cli vention on Climate Change.

The group will travel a total of 1,450 consumption of resources, a shocking andate Change Conference of the Partiesin the lead-up to the summit, representa
kilometres with 77 stops along the way. silent extinction of millions of plants and(COP26) in Glasgow on October 31 —Notives of national governments, civil seci

The news portaCathobelof the Cathe animals, and a serious climate crisis.  vember 12, 2021. ety, companies and people on the frontline
lic Church in Belgium reported that the They hope underscore the urgency of The COP26 summit will bring moreof climate change have been meeting in
ecumenical pilgrimage aims to highlightthe situation, get people in involved inthan 190 world leaders together in hopearious parts of the world in order to bring
that, despite the momentary reduction idoing what is possible to address théor meaningful action to be agreed uponmomentum for climate action— Vatican
polluting and environmentally harmfulcrisis, and assure those most affected réeo work towards the goals of the ParidNews
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Christian persecution set e b
to rise In Afghanistan after Afghanistan
Taliban take over

KABUL.: Christians are being urged KDV FKDQJHG VXEVWDQWLDOO\ :RPHQ
to pray for people in Afghanistan as have become far more educated.
persecution is likely to rise due to the And it's possible the women may
Taliban takeover. SOD\ D VLIJQL,{FDQW UROH LQ WKH XQGHU
Christians in the middle eastern ground church in the years to come.
nation already face being killed or So the Church in Afghanistan is very
imprisoned for their faith. However, well placed to function underground
Christian charity Release Interna under extreme persecution, but they
tional fears persecution will become need our prayers,” he said.
even worse under the Taliban’s-rul He went on to encourage Chris
ing. tians to not only pray for the situa
“Even before the Taliban came to tion in Afghanistan but also to act as
power in Afghanistan, the country “light and salt”.
has been going up the ranks of the “The good news here is that theVATICAN: Pope Francis ex
PRVW GLVFXOW FRXQWULHV LQ WKH ZRUOG UK has the accepted report by theressed his concern over the situa
to be a Christian. For example, if Bishop of Truro, that goes back a lit tion in Afghanistan on Aug 15. He
you change your faith from Muslim tle bit now, which is implementing asked everyone to unite in praying
to Christian in Afghanistan, that's government policy to actually putto “the God of peace so that the
FRQVLGHUHG DSRVWDV\ <RX FD EH religious freedom and human rightsclamour of weapons might cease

sentenced to death or imprisoned fo? ' JKDQ FLYLOLDQV AHHLQJ WR 3DNLVWDQ kiRt of the Bentrblof MY d¥édimy@ndEdbfuffidhs 8xh b found at the

doing that,” Release International'shUmanitarian emergency. (Vatican News) internationally. This is a long-term table of dialogue.”

Andrew Boyd told Premier. trol, girls are not allowed to go to Taliban who shot 15-year-old Mala issue, but we do need to recognise He said only in this way can
A Christian contact of one Releaseschool and women are not allowedOD <RXVDI]DL IRU JR L&dcalirg, i BigRY8, @ BeQ4k anthe “battered population of that

International partner described théo leave their homes without a maleelling the world about it in a blog.  light and to press for righteousnesgountry — men, women, elderly

situation as “dire”. companion.” Boyd thinks it is actually women and the oppressed, to make a difand children” be able to “return
“Our brothers and sisters in Christ The Taliban have pledged to prewho will play a key role in keeping IHUHQFH :HYUH F D O GHtBeiVoRn Gdinek Van® 6 in

are telling us how afraid they are. Invent what they see as the westernisahurches alive in the country: “Thewe need to do it,” he concludeg: peace and security, in total mutual

the areas that the Taliban now cortion of women. It was the Pakistanposition of women in Afghanistan mattersindia.com respect”— Vatican News
Catholic charity concerned for safety of Christians in Afghanistan
KABUL: A Catholic charitable or all activities,” the statement said,Catholics in the country. country in a tragic void.” Rl UHIXJHHV DUH AHHLQ.

ganisation working in Afghanistanadding that “fears are growing There is a single Catholic “As always, the weakest will pay zones, increasing the pressure in
said on Sunday that it fears for theabout the possibility of maintain Church, located in the Italian em the highest price, already in the tenthe direction of the surrounding
safety of Christians in the country,ing a presence even in the futurebassy in Kabul, which is operatedRI WKRXVDQGV AHHLRRX@MWULIFERPEIDW VDLG 3(
and that the group may need t@s well as for the safety of the fewunder the Catholic mission sui juriszones, while the Taliban are now inFRXQWULHYV ZLOO QG WK
suspend its activities as instabilityAfghans of Christian belief.” of Afghanistan. the capital, Kabul.” ing increasing pressure from people
increases. Caritas Italiana also said the few “The Christian community is a 37RJHWKHU ZLWK WEKHHVY@D W RLVWAHRKQWU\ ~
Caritas Italiana, a charity of theCatholic priests and religious inAf VPDOO EXW VLJQL ¢ eDita¥iest ReireR Xtel Wety few The Italian charity said in the
Italian Catholic bishops, has beerghanistan are also being left withwhich in recent years has showrpriests, and men and women re2000s it supported a large pro
present in Afghanistan since theno choice but to leave. attention towards the poorest andigious who are in Kabul, are pre gramme of emergency aid, rehabili
1990s. In a press release on Aug The Christian community is very most fragile,” Caritas Italiana said. paring for their forced return,” the tation, and development in Afghan
15, the organisation said its currensmall in the Islamic country, where The organisation stated that ~‘af charity said. istan, including the construction of
focus in Afghanistan is on helping Afghan people can be ostracised dter a twenty-year war of incalcula  Caritas Italiana said it is assessingour schools and 100 houses, and
vulnerable minors. can even face violence and deatble human cost and billions of -eu the situation of Afghan refugees inthe return of 483 refugee families to
“But the instability of the situa for professing the Christian faith. Inros in expenditure, the withdrawalPakistan at the Afghanistan borderthe Panshir valley— By Hannah
tion will lead to the suspension 0f2018, there were an estimated 2006f the US military is leaving the *“In these hours, a growing massBrockhaus, CNA

The Taliban and their rise to power

Who are the Taliban? punishments in line with their strict interpretaern-backed governments and US-led forces place in society.
The Taliban, which means “students” in théion of Syariahlaw — such as public execu the country during which 457 British military During talks over a political settlement in re
Pashto language, have been waging an-instions of convicted murderers and adultererpersonnel and 2,448 American service mengent years, Taliban leaders made assurances to
JHQF\ DIJDLQVW WKH :HVW HahQammuraliohstordieseHour@ guttpoithefREHUYV KDYH GLHG LQ WKH FRAXMH FAWW WKDW ZRPHQ ZRXOG H
in Kabul since they were ousted from powelMen were required to grow beards and women in accordance with what was granted by Islam,
in 2001. had to wear the all-covering burka. What is their mission in Afghanistan?  including the ability to work and be educated.
Emerging in the early 1990s in northern The Taliban also banned television, musi€he promise made by the Taliban — in PashtunEarlier this year, the Taliban said it wanted
Pakistan following the withdrawal of Sovietand cinema, and disapproved of girls aged Hdeas straddling Pakistan and Afghanistan -a“genuine Islamic system” that would make
troops from Afghanistan, it is believed thafind over going to school. They were accuseuas to restore peace and security and enfoqmevisions for women’s and minority rights, in
WKH SUHGRPLQDQWO\ 3D-V Kofwsrou® RinerPrighsvend oltiunal Bisisetheir own austere version8fariah or Islamic  line with cultural traditions and religious rules.
peared in religious seminaries — mostly paine notorious example was in 2001, when thaw, once in power. %XW HDUOLHU WKLV PRQWK ¢
for by money from Saudi Arabia —whichTaliban went ahead with the destruction of the Those unable to leave the country will have)] URXS ZDONHG LQWR WKH RVFH
preached a hardline form of Sunni Islam.  famous Bamiyan Buddha statues in central Afo adapt to a way of life they have not seen ikandahar and ordered nine women working
Afghans, weary of the Mujahideen’s exeesghanistan, despite international outrage. two decades. there to leave. The gunmen escorted them to
HVY DQG LQ¢JKWLQJ DIWHU WikédateRtivgn ¢f ivvvivatlgl wad dawn ty the) :KHQ WKH\ ODVW UXOHG $ tidit bagney/aDdll therR Rot to return to their
out, generally welcomed the Taliban whefaliban in Afghanistan in the wake of the 1To 2001, women could not work, girls were ngpbs. Instead, they explained that male relatives
WKH\ ¢UVW DSSHDUHG RQ ®KHVHPEHGH 7KH WO B DAWM\GitbvieH @ \&ittdid Sciidol/ @nB MmerQhad toould take their place, according to three of the
popularity was largely due to their success ilHZ <RUN 7KH 7DOLEDQ <Z Hdduér thdtFaxé/dddbeRatcGipBiied by a mal@men involved and the bank’s manager.
stamping out corruption, curbing lawlessnesgding a sanctuary for the prime suspects —relative if they wanted to venture out of their The incident is an early sign that some of
and making the roads and the areas under th@gsama Bin Laden and his al-Qaeda movemehbmes. Music, TV and cinema were banned.the rights won by Afghan women over the 20
FRQWURO VDIH IRU FRPPH U Fbespite baimypousted kirom power, the -Tali The group has said it will end mixed-gendeyears since the hardline movement was toppled
But the Taliban also introduced or supportedEDQ FRQWLQXHG D JXHUU L edddatighDadd Defuinl IVt 14 KdHa -deénirdlould be reversed-— Agencies
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Afghan women'’s rights In
firing line as Taliban take over

KABUL: Aisha Khurram spent have taken to social media to-exearlier this year was forced online
D VOHHSOHVYV (UMW QLJKW XQGHU 7DOL press their pain, for both a coun after she faced threats for her work
EDQ UXOH WKH VRXQG RI JXQ¢UH DQG try and a way of life, now that the showcasing some of the nation’s
evacuation planes puncturing the Taliban are back in control. SRZHUIXO IHPDOH ¢(JXUHV
VLOHQFH DV VKH UHAHFWHG RQ D GD\ “l start my day looking at the On Aug 16 morning, her fear
that “shattered our souls and spir empty streets of Kabul, hotri was palpable. “I want to become
its to the core.” ¢HG IRU LWV SHRSOidvisibe@amiWdée frothZhe.virid,”
“It was like a doomsday for the .RR¢ D ULJKWYV DFWéad b&f \te®) Y€t SROLWL
entire nation to see everything <ol cian, and Afghanistan's former Two days before the Taliban
lapse in the blink of an eye,” she deputy speaker of parliamenttook power, the UN refugee agen
said, in a series of messages via “History repeats itself so quickly.” cy was already warning that 80
Twitter on Aug 16 after Taliban “The fear just sits inside your percent of the nearly a quarter of
(IJKWHUYV VZHSW LQWR .DEXO DQG KHU chest like a black bird,” addedD PLOOLRQ $I1JKDQV IRUF
neighbourhood, uncontested. Muska Dastageer, a lecturer at theince the end of May are women
Khurram, a 22-year-old former American University of Afghani and children. On Aug 14, UN sec
youth representative to the United VWDQ ZKLFK RSHQHr&ari-géner& RRGhY Gitéfres
Nations, is just months away from years after the Taliban were oustsaid the rights of Afghan girls and
graduating from Kabul University. ed. “lt opens its wings and youwomen were being “ripped away”
But she and fellow female students can't breathe.” in areas that the Taliban had al
now face an uncertain future. The Twitter timeline of Rada ready seized.
“The world and Afghan lead $ ¢ OH SKRWR RI D WHDFKHU WHDFKHV WKH 4%han Qa B¥ydanoldV ghdtedgr& VIakmaaRKarin) ore BXASghani
ers failed the younger generatior\fghanistan, on Sept 4, 2011. (Asianews photo) pher, was littered with brokenstan's most prominent women
of Afghanistan in the cruellestcomfort from such assurances.-Unand stadiums. heart emojis. “My beloved Af ¢ OPPDNHUV VDLG VKH KL
way imaginable,” she said. “It is der the hardline version 8yariah  The Taliban’s ouster did notghanistan collapsed before myto leave.
a nightmare for educated womenaw that the Taliban imposed theVSHOO WKH HQG R epEsXouapest reRd? H Q “I will not abandon my country
who envisioned a brighter futurelast time they controlled the capi often remained marginalised,-es Another entry shared a now-vi until the last moment,” she said in
for themselves and generations ttal, women and girls were mostlypecially in rural areas. ral photograph of a man paintinga video posted on Twitter, wiping
come.” denied education or employment. But over the last two decadesover pictures of smiling brides onaway tears. “Perhaps many will

In the weeks leading up to theirFull-face coverings became man VLJQL ¢ FDQW SURJU the fronk @  hargresser. CEpasingthink this is foolishness. But fool
return to power, the Taliban’s lead datory in public and they couldnot FLWLHY ZLWK ZR PR H®omed dond thexpohliy ispace,”ishness is what was done by those
ers have strived to portray a softefeave home without a male cem sities and entering the workforceshe wrote. who abused our homeland ... Fool
image than when they last ruledpanion. in ambitious positions in the me  Akbar is known for her striking ishness is what the world showed
Afghanistan between 1996 and 3XEOLF ARJJLQJV Ddmottics, F jwlicRi@ dhd evenself-portraits that were both a decby turning its back on us=- AFP
2001. including stoning for adultery, the security forces. laration of her independence and

But women struggle to takewere carried out in city squares Prominent women in Kabul heritage. An exhibition she heldSource: ucanews.com

Jesuits pray for Afghanistan, stranded confreres

1(: '(/+, 7ZR -HVXLWV VWUDQG ert. At the moment, | am safe,” Fr
ed in strife-torn Afghanistan have Sequeira writes.
sought prayers as the Taliban mili Did the international commu
tants took control of the mountain nity invest so much and establish
ous landlocked country. so much in the past 20 years, just
“Thank you for your continuous to hand it over to the Taliban in a
prayers for our safety. The way the matter of days? “Beyond my imagi
situation is changing in the country, nation to believe,” says the Jesuit
it is anyone’s guess ... safety does priest.
not make sense here. It is a chaotic Fr Sequeira says nobody was
situation,” Fr Jerome Sequeira, the prepared for the Taliban takeover
country head of the Jesuit mission RlI .DEXO 3:LWK WKH zZD\ \
in Afghanistan, says in a letter to his ban took over the provinces, all
friends and colleagues. thought it would take some 90 days
Fr Sequeira had gone to the-Ka R for them to reach Kabul. But they
EXO DLUSRUW WR WDNH WKH ALJKW reached the capital in ten days,” he
to India. “The airport resembled a adds.
chaotic railway station,” he said The Jesuits came to Afghanistan
August 16 evening from “a secure in 2004 to help the Afghan people
place” in the city. rebuild their war-ravaged nation

“I came to this country in 2006. rough education.
| have never witnessed such a - The JRS launched programmes
breakdown of system in the past 1%jueira continued. ODQG 7KH ALJKW |U& the%yBiéhis\@ Qe suRtry. Theyto educate the youth, especially the
years,” he added. He referred to images in socialkabul takes only 25 minutes. have the list of all organisationsinternally displaced persons, return
In his letter to friends, he narratednedia platforms showing people “The situation changed so dra DQG LQGLYLGXDO SU &g GrbhV ndighBouriry Yddritrids
how he had to drag his luggage asitting on the wings of the aircraft. matically, the entire airport securityplaces, they have started door-toand other vulnerable sections.
ODUJH FURZGV DQG YH®LWRHY F IR LW KhergohDelVjusk gban@dredh thé-kKavifoor enquiries about the personnel The Jesuits have trained more

Jesuits working for the Jesuit Refugee Service in Afghanistan are still stranded in the country. (Asianews phototf1

road. will land at the moment. SeeingthisSRUW :H PDGH VXU H oRtheVdigahisdtion 4 B Sdrjlieira’sthan 300 young teachers and,
“Thousands of people are {ry senseless situation, no country wilRobert and today he is much betteletter explains. through them, were educating more
LQJ WR AHH , PDQDIBIGHWRR LAWD¥R .DEXDQGWERDM DHOBYPHG :He BdidlHhevIdddiN Refudiee Setthan 25,000 children in four prev

the second gate but then Talibanifying experience,” said the Jesuitpossible ways to evacuate himfromYLFH KDV LQGH¢QLWih®s VXVSHQGHG LWV

were shooting in the air and tryingpriest who works for the Jesuit Ref Bamiyan to Kabul through the helpactivities in Afghanistan “and al <RXQJ JLUOV ZHUH PDM
to control the crowd. Before my ugee Service. of UN agencies,” Fr Sequeira said.are hibernating in their homes orH¢ FLDULHYV Rl WKH -HV XLV
reaching it, thousands of people had The other Jesuit, Fr Robert Rod According to him, the Taliban is communities.” country still haunted by memories
managed to enter the airport buildrigues from Karnataka, is stuck inbusy taking over government sys 3$00 ALJKWV DUH Fob @& HAIhSGmBdQ\@ist Wie

LQJ EXW WKH HQWL UBamiyanuis Reenthal WighanistanhDtémns and installing their own mem all depends on the agreement bebefore it was toppled in 2001. The
DEDQGRQHG WKH SOBe&had goWrtorRBamiydd @irportbers. “They are not harming civil tween UN bodies and the Talibanindian Jesuits were also involved

security checks or boarding passe8ugust 15 evening, checked in andans at the moment but that mayrhe entire JRS body is putting allin livelihood interventions. —

people got into the plane,” Fr Se ZDV ZDLWLQJ IRU W Kdine®hceAhey Kave fllyRecapturedH uRUWYV RU HY D F XD Wat@rdinfiddcdnQ G 5RE



The richness of

the Eucharist

hat is the Eucharist? share togetheThe Last Sup
:KDW LV VXSSR¥H@s MaRy things, but it
[ happen when we gather was also a meal, a time of-hu
to celebrate the ritual that Jesus man fellowship, a celebration
gave us at the Last Supper and at table. So too for the Eucha
asked us to perpetuate until his re rist. It is many things, but it
turn? Is this meant to be a family is also a table for a family to
meal or a re-enactment of Jesus’ gather around, where joy can
VDFUL¢FLDO GHDWK" be\éhared arfel i/bBec@\lY is bafe
look like the old Latin Mass or like  to break down in sorrow.
it does in most churches today? 3. The Eucharist is an inten
There are no simple answersto VL, FDWLRQ RI RXL

these questions because there is noeach other inside the Body of

were communities imminent
ly awaiting Christ's return.
They gathered in Eucharist,
among other reasons, to fos
ter and sustain this awareness,
namely, that they were living
in wait, waiting for Christ's
return.” At the Eucharist, we
meet with each other in vigil
to stay awake for Jesus’-re
turn.

7. The Eucharist is a washing
of each other's feeThe Gos
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to do for it what it cannot do
for itself — bring about peace
and justice.

9. The Eucharist is a sacra
ment of reconciliation and

forgiveness.H JR WR-(XEKD

rist to have our sins forgiven,
to be as sinners at table with
Jesus.

10. Finally, the Eucharist is
the ultimate religious ritual
through which we sustain
ourselves in faith, discipleship

one theology (to the exclusion of Christ. As disciples of Jesus, pel of John does not mention  and community. :H JDWKJH U
all others) of the Eucharist, even we too constitute the Body bread and wine at the Last for Eucharist in order to stay
in the New Testament. Rather, of Christ. At a Eucharist, not Fr Ron Rolheiser Supper; instead, where the alive. A Eucharist gathering
there are various theologies of the just the bread and wine are other Evangelists and St Paul is analogous to arlcohot
Eucharist, complementary to be changed into the body and  day. highlight Jesus changing the  ics’ AnonymousPHHWLQJJ§ :H
VXUH EXW HDFK HP S KIbod oAbt sGthaididive, 5. The Eucharist is the new bread and wine into his body  gather because, without this
ent aspects of a reality that is too the people. That is why St Au manna.Just as God fed his and blood, John substitutes a  regular ritual gathering, our
rich to capture in a single concept. gustine, when giving out com people in the desert with man basin and towel for the bread  faith, discipleship, and com
:KDW LV WKH (XFKDULMWiOn, would sometimes na each day, so now, daily, DQG ZLQH :K\" $PR Q Uity Wdlild eventually fall

In essence, the Eucharist is a say, “Receive what you are.” God feeds his people with reasons, to teach that this kind  apart. In the words of Ronald
reality with these interpenetrating 4. The Eucharist is a saeri bread from heaven (his motif of humble action towards Knox, the Eucharist is our one
dimensions. ¢, FHis a making memorial is particularly strong in John’s each other, washing each-oth JUHDW DFW Rl (GHOLW\

1. The Eucharist is God's (Zikkaron of the saving event

physical embrace of us.L W K
out the Eucharist, as Andre
Dubus asserts, God becomes
a monologue. The Eucharist is

of Jesus’ death. In short, it is

the Christian Passover supper.

The Eucharistic prayer does
not just ask God to change the

Gospel.)
6. The Eucharist is a vigil act.
Jesus told us to celebrate the
Eucharist so as to wait for his
UHWXUQ

er’s feet, is one of the major
meanings of the Eucharist.

8. The Eucharist is a prayer
for the world, making Christ's

Truth be told, we are not ever
really faithful to the Gospels;
we don’t love our enemies
and don'’t turn the other cheek,

‘H FHOHE UDAWN K XIRKRORU LR W W K H bud Wwe dre Ralthftl i lene rma

where God touches us physi
cally. It is the place where
God is still taking on physical
AHVK

2. The Eucharist is a meal we

bread and wine into the body
and blood of Christ, it also
asks God to make the saving
event of Jesus’ death available
for us to participate within to

DV D YLJLO $V *HUK wttl@ IV R & prayét for God's
puts it: “The early apostolic help for the whole world. going —and that single act is
communities cannot be un Akin to a “Quaker Silence”, it going to save us.

derstood outside of the matrix ~ brings the helplessness of the — By Fr Ron Rolheiser, all rights
of intense expectation. They  world to God and asks God reserved

jor way, we keep the Eucharist

Our yearning for God

S) often we are tempted to justnow so that the psalms give nourwithin me...” being repeated in of creation. He describes it as thdones (Hebrew).
a

ttle away the psalms in ourishment to a person either in publicd2:5, 11 and 43:5. It is an individ ‘roar of waters’ which could lead :KDW VHHPV LQWHUHVWL
group morning or evening prayer.or private worship. Therefore, it isual lament. The psalm speaks oD VXuHULQJ SHUYVR Qp$4lR aBeireReBlings of dejection
Psalms are meant to be read slowlynportant for us to understand thakither a priest or a Levite in exileThe psalmist feels he is abandoned QG FRQ¢(GHQFH ZKLFK DL
and meditated on deeply to neurpsalms of praise are not psalmin the north who is yearning to goby God and he goes through thiside by side. The person singing
ish our prayer life. This is becauseof lament or supplication, royal down to the south where he couldJQDZLQJ SDLQ 3:K\ [hid ipsalR has Do given up. He
the psalms are written with variouspsalms are not psalms of creatiomvorship God with the community down, my soul, why groan within might experience the sadness that
themes and it is only when we carand salvation, though these themeis the Temple in Jerusalem. Heme? (42:5). The word that is transcomes from God’s absence, but
enter into the mind and heart of thamay at times intermingle with onecompares this longing to the deetated as ‘soul’ isnepheshwhich he is also lifted up by the fact that
SVDOPLVW WKDW ZH dadterH ; W VSLULW XD Oyearning for water. designates the whole person, bodyhe Lord will send him his loving
These psalms came to be recited Psalms of Supplication (1) Geographically, the psalmistmind and spirit. kindnesslfesedl He can still hope
and sung in cultic settings in thePsalms 41-42 (42-43) Everydayis at Mt Hermon where the river The psalmist can recall the joy in this God and can sing praise to
liturgical life of the Israelites. 3UD\HU :HHN 0 R Q Jotdarur@d. i3 source. The imagéul times when he was in the Tem him. In spite of the enemies’ taunts
Athanasius of Alexandria said 3UD\HU SDJH D Q Gof: wdteN now7I¥dds him to speakple of Jerusalem. He was able tdve can ask God to send his ‘light
that the psalms are “a mirror inMorning Prayer page 486. Verseof his soul which thirsts for God. be part of the community in theirand his truth’” which will be his
which you contemplate yourselfnumbering may vary. +RZHYHU KLV V XuHIitukgigd s&n@es. IK faet, he wasguides to lead him to the Temple
and the movements of your soul.” These two psalms were original tribulation deepens as he speaksven at the forefront leading thewhere he will be able to thank his
This has become the practice oftheD\ RQH ZLWK WKH U dfltbeD'de@p’ whic€h ideho the rejoicing people into the houseGod (43:3-4).
Church from its beginnings until you cast down my soul, why groanchaotic waters at the beginningof God. In his mind he could +e  Christ experienced agony in the
play the loud cries of the crowd asggarden of Gethsemane when he
they sang their thanksgiving. Thesaid, “My soul is very sorrowful.”
“throng was wild with joy” (42:4). The cross was something he had to
Therefore, the pain of this ab face himself. At Calvary, we can
sence of the Lord’s presence nowimagine the taunts of those who
is unbearable. It is further aggra passed by, the chief priests, scribes
vated by the continuous taunt byand elders. The same question hits
the enemies of the psalmist. Thewll of us who feel the absence of
torment him by jeering at himday *RG LQ RXU WURXEOHV Dw
DQG QLJKW 3:KHUH BWLRXWH*RG'' RXW -WR *RG
:KHQ HQHPLHV RS S USsir® Ns predenc&dhce iviore in our
drawn to feel more intensely thisOLYHV H ZDQW KLP WR V&
abandonment and rejection bylight and his truth so that we may
*RG +LV IRHV GR Q Rdi¥cdirH iisHawg f6r: sV Rthers
cries that pierce me to the heartmay mock and ridicule us, but our
my enemies revile me” (42:10); unshakeable hope rests in Ged.
This pain is like a sword in my By Msgr James Gnanapiragasam
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Jesus told the people that He is the
/ FRyead of Life and that He would give
Himself to them as food.
Connect the dots to see how He gives
Himself to us today.

Jnal)ic sSP@EERnET

Psalm 34 Crossword

Word Search

asked Jeremiah God
disciples prophets blessed
people Peter revealed
say answered Father
John Christ
Elijah living
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ABUL: It's been almost in the education system,” Teresia t@gi

20 years since US military aNews. y
y y The kids’ families are very poor and do not

. f_orces came to Afghanistan have the means to take care of them. “In Af
in pursuit of al Qaeda leader Osa ghanistan, children are often traumatised in

ma bin Laden, the master mind of the womb, and it is not uncommon for them

the World Trade Centre attack to be born with problems, malformations or
" some form of disability,” Sr Teresia said.

Now, all foreign forces will be leav ~ the pupils come from neighbourhoods
ing the country by the end of Au “where not a day goes by without an explo
gust. sion,” Sr Shahnaz added. “Despite the risks,

It has also been almost two decades sin¥€ chose not to settle in the safer green zone
Pope John Paul Il launched an organisatidtfcause we wanted to live among ordinary
dedicated to saving the children of AfghaniP€ople. . , ,
stan. And the Catholic sisters who teach dis N spite of worries that Afghanistan might
abled kids there, under the auspices of tha@on revert to a regime where women are
organisation, will not be going home. seco_nd class_cmzens and girls are denied ed

Srs Teresia Crasta, 50, an Indian from tHécation, the sisters at Pbk plan to increase the

Institute of the Child Mary, and Shahnaschool’s enrolment to 60 pupils. In addition,
Bhatti, a Sister of Charity of St Joan Antida® QHZ VLVWHU ZLOO EH MRLQLQJ WKH VWDu DQG WKH

from Pakistan, work at the Pro Bambini dgi3EN ZLOO EH RuHULQJ D VFKRODUVKLS IRU \RXQJ

Kabul (Pbk) school, started by an organisgvomen who show promise in becoming-citi

tion founded in response to John Paul II's aFens Who will work to build up society.
peal to “save Afghan children.” It is the only Sr Shahnaz said that although the sisters

school of its kind in Afghanistan, taking incannot profess their faith in public, “every
50 children between the ages of six and 131€ knows that we are Christians.

with developmental delays, including some_ They respect us and appreciate the way )
with Down syndrome. H ZHOFRPH DQ\RQH LQ QHHG VKH VDLG 3:H

“Our aim is to develop their potential andhave many friends here and for the rest we
when possible, to allow them to be include&ly On God."— By John Burger, Aleteia

ST IVES, Cornwall: Pilgrims from the riving in Coventry Cathedral Ruins.
<RXQJ &KULVWLDQ &OLP D WIHeyl Wil\b2 Rvelddmed&irédl the Cathe
are walking 750 miles, in relays, from Sdral Ruins by Rev Su McClellan and- lo
Ives in Cornwall to Glasgow, arriving incal campaigners for a short act of worship.
1RYHPEHU IRU WKH PHHWTLZIQH\ RKD:RH GG HBDREUHUHG RYHUC
ers at the G7 Climate Change Conferenciy by the Salvation Army and meals will
The walk is being sponsored by the Pave provided by parishioners of St Thomas
sionists, who have members in CoventtDRUH 5& FKXUFK .QROO 'ULYH |
and Birmingham. friends at the Salvation Army.
Along the route they will be joined by-lo  This is a great opportunity for everyone in
cal walkers, and they will draw attention tadCoventry, for churches, youth groups, and
the climate crisis. They are stopping at tepeople of all ages to walk, meet the walk
cities and will be in the Birmingham Districters, discuss climate issues, and learn how
for ten days. They will walk from Leaming ZH FDQ PDNH D GLUHUHQFH WR
ton to Coventry on Saturday, August 2%, ar— ICN
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KUCHING: As parishioners have not been
physically present for Mass in church for many
PRQWKYV WKH (032:(5(' OLQLVWU\ GHFLGHG
to conduct a series of sessions on the Mass for
youth to gain a deeper understanding of the
richness of the Mass and to be able to partici
pate more fully at Mass, whether virtually or
physically.
7KH ¢YH SDUW VHVVLRQV ZHUH EDVHG RQ WKH
study materialA Biblical Walk Through the
Mass: Understanding What We Say and Do in
The Liturgyby Dr Edward Sri.
JRU ¢YH )ULGD\ HYHQLQJV IURP -XQH
(with breaks in between), an average of 25-30
attendees came together to explore the biblical
roots of the Mass liturgy and to discover what
it all means and why it all matters.
The sessions started at 8.00pm with time of
grace, followed by a brief introduction and the
teaching video by Dr Edward Sri, before
the participants concluded the evening Participants of theBiblical Walk Through the Mass session. (Empowered Ministry Kuching)

W'm g;g;ﬁnﬂscufﬁf”b?g}ggragﬁ:'ne Then followed the two LVKHG DW WKH WDEOH R WRIGENEWR tah anckdadpaning Ianeon the
4 ] Y principal parts of the Mass readings from Scripture and then the faithfuEucharist.

}Q\Saﬁgh the Mass focused on the fol 2 WKH /LWXUJ\ R Ireggika-burR a3 Body in Holy Communion. The next short series is scheduled to com

B i and The Concluding Rites formally close the-celmence in mid-August 2021 and will run until
théngglg%(;;%rgﬁﬁetshe ,\x\gghaﬁg?n% the Liturgy of the Eucha ebration and send the people forth to do go&keptember or October 2021. Tune in to-EM
P rist, which forms one uni works and take Christ into the world. 32:(5(" 6RFLDO Obleemm®mpow

pares the faithful for their sacred-en
FRXQWHU ZLWK *RG LQ KLV :RUG DQG
in the Eucharist.

¢HG DFW RI ZRUVHKe paditipatisHgained an enriching- ureredkchor 1G: empoweredkghfor more info
WKH IDLWKIXO© [dDéydtangibgvoith® Rassithrough learning thend registration.— Empowered Ministry
biblical background, and completed the serigsuching, Today’ Catholic

Pope Francis meets actor who Young people

plays Jesus in ‘The Choseri B;CC%TE calechists

internet serieShe Chosemet Pope Francis f f h h
RQ_ _:HGQHVG_D\ _IX_O(,OQLQJ D OLIHORQJ GUHDP DV aglt Ort quurC
he visits Rome to view pilgrimage sites re JAKARTA: Many young Catholics in #n

lated to the Gospels. donesia are committed to a special training

Jonathan Roumie, a Catholic, who since !
2019 has brought Christ to the screen for _Ia_r;]((:i)ssetuv(\jl)r/]Opré)c?r:]aemfr:g)%t?atﬁﬁg? Svi?r? t;CSéits'

the evangelical Christian-produced series, JUHDWHU
: ; eed ¢QDQFLDO SRVVLELOL!
said that meeting the Pope was “a childhood versity or be able to pursue higher educa

dream realised.” tion. Many others, although they come from

“From the time | was a kid, | always want IDPLOLHV H[SHULHQFLQJ ¢QDQF
HG WR PHHW WKH 3RSH DQG JR WR :RUOG <RXWK can choose the path of formation to become

Day, and | never knew how to do that. My catechists, which is not closed to anyone,
parents were immigrants, so that wasn't since the Church considers it a ministry and
something that they knew about,” Roumie a vocation.
said after meeting the pope on Aug 11. Francis Xavier Rickoloes Pricorianto, a

The actor addressed the Pope in Spanish professional geologist from the diocese of
and asked Francis to pray for him as he-con %RIJRU :HVW -DY DidgskKARiHG ZLW
tinues to portray Jesus in the internet series. years of working experience in remote ar

w : . ; » The Chosenactor Jonathan Roumie meets Pope Francis at the Vatican on Aug 11, 2@24A( . . : .
His eyes kind of lit up when | said that, photoNatican Media) eas with mining companies, of a national or

the actor said. _ ] o _ , . LOQOWHUQDWLRQDO FKDUDFWHU L
Dallas Jenkins, the director @he Che Jenkins, an evangelical Christian, said thaitut I'm making a show about Jesus that-peothe country, Pricorianto was “called” spifitu

sen also met Pope Francis at the end of tHbe experience was “less of a personal thinggle of all faiths appreciate,” Jenkins said.  glly to participate in a two-year training pro
Pope’s general audience in Vatican City'dut that the audience was really interesting. The Pope’s response caught him by surgramme on the Holy Scriptures. Animated
Paul VI Hall. *:KHQ , PHW KLP , VDLG puséP D SBURWHVWDQW by this training, students are motivated te be
Pope Francis “pointed to Jonathan and hgome evangelisers of others in their commu
said: ‘Is he Jesus?’And | said, ‘yes.’”And heQLW\ (QWKXVLDVWLF 3ULFRULD
said, ‘Are you Judas?' And | said, ‘no, no, Msgr Paskalis Bruno Syukur as an “evange
no,” and he laughed.” liser”.
“I really loved his sense of humour,andhe 36LQFH ODVW \HDU , KBYH EHHC
just has a very sweet nature about him. Sanissioned by the diocese of Bogor to teach
for me, | appreciate all that even if | don't catechism to people who are preparing for
relate to the formality of it,” Jenkins said. EDSWLVP DQG FRQ/,UPDWLRQ ™ 3
During their time in Rome, the crew from Fides Many challenges are encountered in
The Chosemere able to visit historic Catho carrying out this spiritual mission “It happens
lic churches that contain the relics of apostlegjuite often that members of the catechism
and other biblical characters depicted in theslass leave the programme due to an unfore
show. The churches include relics of St Maryseen event. In these cases we see the zeal of
Magdalene’s foot and St John the Baptist'she catechist who approaches each of the par
head, as well as the tombs of the apostleéicipants, showing special personal attention,
St James the Lesser and St Philip.By  made up of understanding, empathy, corsola
Courtney Mares, CNA tion, comfort, hope”. —Agenzia Fides



Fr Moses Lul passes away

JOHOR BAHRU: Fr Moses Lui Fook

6RRQ SDVVHG DZD\ RQ :HGQHVGD\ $XJ

18 at 9.02pm at Graceville Home of the
Elderly, MAJODI Centre.
He was diagnosed with diabetes four

years ago and has been on dialysis for
the last two years. The cause of death
was septic shock. He was 70 years old.

Fr Moses Lui was born in Kota Ting
gi on October 28, 1950 to Joseph Lui
Cheong Lin and Mary Leong Nyuk
Lin, and was the youngest of three
boys. After completing his Form 6 in
1968, he joined the Minor Seminary in
Singapore in 1969 and continued his
priestly formation in the Penang Ma
jor Seminary. He was ordained to the
priesthood on December 13, 1975 hy

Major Seminary, he lectured part tim
there while serving as the parish prie

responsible for erecting the new churg
building in the parish. He also serve
for a second time in the College Gen
eral from 1987 to 1996.

st
of the Parish of Christ the King. He wap
h
d

Besides the parishes that he serve

both in Melaka and Johor until his-re|

tirement in 2018, Fr Lui also held many

regional, Peninsular Malaysia and d
ocesan responsibilities.

He was also a strong proponent @
formation, especially in the Gospels
besides being active in developin

0
Church, communities, leadership skills
i}

etc (with a special focus on Liturgy an
Catechetics).

5W 5HY -DPHV &KDQ

op of Malacca Johore Diocese, at the
WKH WHDFKLQJ VWDu Bitgd ower HheONbelssRwWhich st live-

After the completion of his Licentiate nary in Penang in 1982. In 1983, upoistreamed from the Chapel of St Franci
in Sacred Theology in 1981, he joinedhe establishment of the Singaporef Assisi at Graceville, Majodi Centre.

Sabahan priest Fr Jasery dies of heart complication

TELUPID, Sabah: Fr Jasery Emmmathe next day, to the Blessed Sacrament
nuel Gabuk of the Archdiocese of KotaChapel at Sacred Heart Cathedral for
Kinabalu breathed his last on Aug 1ne night. The church held the funeral
at 4.46pm in Telupid clinic. Before+e service on Thursday Aug 19 at 9.00am,

Church of St Louis, Kluang.

WKH ¢UVW %LVK
August 20. Bishop Bernard Paul pre

The funeral Mass was held on Friday,

HERALD August 22, 2021

For enquiries, please contact:

Email: advertisement@herald.com.my

y  Tel: 03-2026 8290 / 03-2026 8291

8th Anniversary
In Loving Memory of

Rev. Fr. Clement Bala
13th Feb 1942 ~ 18th Aug 2013

‘Surely your goodness and love will follow me

all the days of my life, and | will dwell
in the house of the Lord forever.’

(Psalm 23:6)
Fondly remembered and missed by loved ¢

turning to serve in Papar and Limbafollowed by burial at the cemetery.
hau parish, he served in the Diocese of During the wake, only priests and
Sandakan for 10 years at St Martin’'seminarians were allowed to be pre
Parish. sent, adhering to strictly to the SOPs

He passed away due to heart compli Only the family members of the lat¢
FDWLRQV DQG EUHDW KtJasenGiho wer©pekditvfor RidHf

S

was 51. neral were allowed to be present for
KHQ FRQWDFWHG $thE Kuadl valerBny aRtkezemetery.
'RQJ RI .RWD

mains of the late Fr Jasery were placethe late Fr Jasery Gabuk.
in St Martin’s Church on the same day. May he rest in peace— Catholic

He was brought to Kota KinabaluSabah

22nd Anniversary
In Loving Memory of

Stella Fernandez

Departed:
19-08-1999

Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord,

and let your perpetual light shine upon her.

May her soul rest in peace.

Dearly missed and forever lovingly remembered by:

Husband :Ferry Fernandez

Sons-in-law : 6 DU D
Daughter-in-law :Prema

$QED

Grandchildren :Shereen, Sasha, Usha, Alisha,
6KDOOHUQ $0ZLQ

REST IN PEACE

4

4

1027544-D

LQDEPOX:HBUG\WRH WKH UHSRVH RI WKEWVELH RL skLuon soon

$00DQ
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St Rose of Lima

n August 23, the Church celebrates the Feastday:
) ) y: August 23
O¢UVW VDLQW RI WKH 1HZ :RUOG 6W 5RVH RI Ersito Salition

Lima. Isabel Flores de Oliva was born Sunday, August 22

yAmericas yFlorists

in Lima, Peru on April 30, 1586, the daughter yLatin America yPeru (Apocalypse 7:10,12)
of Gaspar Flores and Maria de Oliva. She was T . Victory to our God. who sits on the
L . R yPhilippines  ySouth America 157 : _
baptised in the parish of San Sebastian in Lima throne, and to the Lamb! Praise and
by the priest, Fr Antonio Polanco. She was-con ing to help support them. She was ill for the la, glory and wisdom and thanksgiving
(UPHG LQ WKH YLOODJH RI 4XLYHV GH ODQRV E\ WKH three years of her life and was cared for by, and honour and power and strength
then Archbishop of Lima, St Toribius de Mo JRYHUQPHQW RVFLDO DQG K toourGod for ever and ever. Amen. j WK H
grovejo. age of 31 on August 24, 1617, feast of St Barthgyrrr =y m=gE)
At a very young age, she chose to consecrate lomew, as she herself prophesied (2 Thessalonians 3:10-13)
her life to God. She practised very intense prayer She was canonised by Pope Clement X
and penance daily, sometimes depriving herself DQG ZDV WKH ¢UVW VDL :?c;]en?éﬂljestegnt)(;ogg :ﬁ;’ewgﬂz fNogv?Il +HU
of food and sleep. shrine, alongside those of her friends, St Mart \ye hear that there are some of you
She joined the Third Order of St Dominic and de Porres and St John Masias, is located ins who are living in idleness, doing no
lived in a little hut in her parents’ garden, work the convent of St Dominic in Lima= CNA work themselves but interfering with
everyone else’s. In the Lord Jesus
St B art h O | O m eW Christ, we order and call on people
of this kind to go on quietly working
n the New Testament, Bartholomew is me and eamning the food that they eat,
. . . My brothers, never grow tired of do-
tioned only in the lists of the apostles. So e i T
- . . . g what is right.
scholars identify him with Nathanael, a man
Cana in Galilee who was summoned to Jesus Tuesday, August 24
Philip. Jesus paid him a great compliment; “He (Ephesians 2:19-22)
is a true Israelite. There is no duplicity in him You are no longer aliens or foreign
-RKQ E :KHQ 1DWKDQDH visitors: you are citizens like all the
NQHZ KLP -HVXV VDLG 3, V saints, and part of God’_s _house-
WUHH~ -RKQ E :KDWHVYH hold. You are part of a building that
this involved, it brought Nathanael to exclai has the apostles and prophets for
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the Ki its foundations, and Christ Jesus
of Israel” (John 1:49b). But Jesus countered wi himself for its main cornerstone. As
. : : ) every structure is aligned on him,
Do you believe because | told you that | saw y: all grow into one holy temple in the
XQGHU WKH ¢J WUHH" <RX ZL Lord; and you too, in him, are being
this” (John 1:50b). built into a house where God lives,
Nathanael did see greater things. He was ohie told them to cast their net again, and they mad¢ KH ¢ VK WKH\ KDG FDXJKW | inthe Spirit. 'R FRPH
of those to whom Jesus appeared on the shoresofgreat a catch that they could not haul the netémd eat their meal. John relates that although t Wednesday. Auqust 25
the Sea of Tiberias after his resurrection (see Johhen John cried out to Peter, “Itis the Lord.”  knew it was Jesus, none of the apostles presu (Tobit 4:1 4_yl’5 16919)
7KH\ KDG EHHQ ¢VKLQJ IXO®@ QUKW ZURXRIW WKH toRIQWe WHhB hy K&sUThis, \dbkiHhotes, ' ST
success. In the morning, they saw someone-statR XQG D ¢UH EXUQLQJ ZL W KthéRndHtingd/Jes@Rppdadiolth dpcaies| Be careful, my child, in all you do,
ing on the shore though no one knew it was Jesasme bread. Jesus asked them to bring someFgdnciscan Media Vls'e"'d'sc'p"ned Il 37T SRV
0 to no one what you would not
. want done to you. Give your bread
St LO u IS Of Fran Ce Feastday: August 25 to those who are hungry, and your
Patron Saint of clothes to those v_vho are naked.
Louis was born to King Louis VIII and Barbers Order DAL VST B G0 I (DS, BVl
. . ) a proportion to almsgiving. Bless
Ianchg of Castile, at Poissy on April 25, Grooms Masons the Lord God in everything; beg him
1215. Louis was made King at only 11 years of Secular Franciscan  Builders to guide your ways and bring your
age, and was the father of 11 children. He led paths and purposes to their end.
an exemplary life, bearing constantly in mind House of the Felles-Dieu for reformed pros Thursday. A .
his mother's words: “I would rather see you titutes, the Quinze-Vingt for 300 blind me
dead at my feet than guilty of a mortal sin.” (1254), as well as hospitals at Pontoise- V€T s says the Lord:
His biographers have written of the long hours non, Compiégne. With heaven my e e
he spent in prayer, fasting and penance,-with St. Louis was a patron of architecture. Th my footstool, what house could
out the knowledge of his people. Sainte Chappelle, an architectural gem, wi you build me, what place could you
The French king was an avid lover of jus constructed in his reign as a reliquary for th make for my rest?
tice who took great measures to ensure that the Crown of Thorns, and it was under his- pg All of this was made by my hand and
process of arbitration was carried out properly. tronage that Robert of Sorbonne founded tf all this is mine —itis the Lord who
All of 13th century Christian Europe willingly College de la Sorbonne, which became tf SPeaks. But my eyes are drawn to
looked upon him as an international judge. seat of the theological faculty of Paris, th (€ man of humbled and contrite
He was renowned for his charity. “The most illustrious seat of learning in the medj SPt Who trembles at my word.
peace and blessings of the realm come to us eval period. Friday, August 27
through the poor,” he would say. Beggars St Louis died of the plague near Tunis,—A
were fed from his table; he ate their leavingshe lepers and daily fed over one hundred pogust 25, 1270, during the Second Crusasde. ' Do not use harmful words in talk-
washed their feet, ministered to the wants ¢ie founded many hospitals and houses: ti@NA ing. Use only helpful words, the
kind that build up and provide what
is needed, so that what you say will
St Joseph Calasanz do good to those who hear you. And
do not make God’s Holy Spirit sad;
om Aragon, where he was born in 1556, teo the teachers lived — was recognised as a rdor the Spirit is God's mark of own-
Rome, where he died 92 years later, forturligious community, the Clerks Regular of Reli| €rship on you, a guarantee that the
alternately smiled and frowned on the workjious Schools — Piarists or Scolopi. Not long fl?:gw(gleiorrircwjeg\flh;{\ t()zit(t)gr\r,]\g;:m V:S‘f
of Joseph Calasanz. A priest with universitaf-ter, Joseph was appointed superior for life. sions and anger. No more sthFl)ting
training in canon law and' theolc_)gy, respe(':teq.A combl_n_atlon of various p_rejudlces and PO or insults. No more hateful feelings
for his wisdom and administrative expertiseiitical ambition and manoeuvring caused the in of any sort. Instead, be kind and
he put aside his career because he was deegiljute much turmoil. Some did not favour edu tenderhearted to one another, and
concerned with the need for education of pomating the poor, believing that education would forgive one another, as God has for-
children. OHDYH WKH SRRU GLVVDWLYV gitiyod b BhKistW KHLU ORZO\ WD

'KHQ KH ZDV XQDEOH WR Jfardockeiy@thtts et shdked Xvddivie o7 1R Saturday, August 28

undertake this apostolate at Rome, Joseph aPidrists were sent for instruction to Galileo — SIPRFEN; 1: 10-11)

several companions personally provided a frégend of Joseph — as superior, thus dividing Brothers, you have been called and
school for deprived children. So overwhelminghe members into opposite camps. Repeatedly; jsen: work all the harder to jus-
was the response that there was a constant neeestigated by papal commissions, Joseph wagg, jt b)'/ good deeds. If you do all
IRU ODUJHU IDFLOLWLHV W Rerhored; WHer\thi Btiugle-witRituthé inStiIER dese things there is no danger that
Pope Clement VIII gave support to the schoahersisted, the Piarists were suppressed. Only @fou will ever fall away. In this way
and this aid continued under Pope Paul V. Othtar Joseph’s death were they formally recognisedou will be granted admittance into

Feastday: August 25 schools were opened; other men were attractasl a religious community. His liturgical feast is the eternal kingdom of our Lord and
to the work, and in 1621 the community — focelebrated on August 25- Franciscan Media | saviour Jesus Christ.



Evangelisation: The Church

Let us pray for the Church, that She may receive
from the Holy Spirit the grace and strength to reform
herself in the light of the Gospel.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.
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Human dignity of Afghan people
‘must be respected’

$6+,1*721 7KH 3K Xdople support any humanitariarhopeless, Christians should place
dlgnlty” of Afghanistan’s people HURUWY WKDW DU-H hoe ‘$h@he Edid YésUsi ChHst, to V
“must be respected” amid the ehapecially through Catholic Relief whom we pray in the knowledge
os in the country, said the head oEervices), and give voice to localthat he will never abandon the
the US Archdiocese for the Mili leadership on all sides,” he said. people of Afghanistan.”
tary Services. “Naturally, | am particularly “Today our hope can be placed

“The fall of Afghanistan and concerned about those in the U$h those who are working tire

the departure of its elected leaderérmed Forces who continue tolessly for dialogue, justice and
are a cause for concern, becausgefend refugees and assets in thgeace in their country,” he said.
of the possible denial of humancountry,” the archbishop added.“Our hope can be placed in the
rights, particularly forwomenand 3:H SUD\ WKDW W K Hunkaniatigd CorgamisatipRs that
girls,” said Archbishop Timothy violence and a peaceful departureDUH FRQWLQXLQJ-WR RuHU WKHLU DV

Broglio. for all of those desiring to leave.” VLVWDQFH DQG LQ WKH HuURUWV WR ZHO
“My two visits to the country  On Aug 16, the US Conference FRPH DQG SURWHFW UHIXJHHV AHHLQJ
FRQ¢UPHG P\ LPSU Hdf@diiri@ Bisthbpdiwedted: “Let their homes.” 7TDOLEDQ ¢JKWHUV VWDQG JXDUG LQ D YHKLFOH DC

LQJ WKH VDFUL ¢ FH\Ws ddntikl®tolp€ayfor élhoQelin - Afghan nationals who provided16, 2021 after a stunningly swift end to Afghanistan’s 20-year war as thou
death, made by many member#Afghanistan and for peace amidranslation, interpretation, secu VDQGV Rl SHRSOH PREEHG WKH FLW\fV DLUSRUW \
of the Armed Forces and civl FRQALFW  3UD\7RJHiy,Krdridportation and other-vi brand of Islamist rule. (UCA News photo)
ians striving to bring stability and Bishop Declan Lang, chair of tal services to the US troops ovethe absence of the US military. in Afghanistan “are more desper
peace to the people there,” Acch WKH LQWHUQDW LR Qliz@asDtw® dedades®ai/S fadtati The New York Timeseported ate than ever to leave~ CNS
bishop Broglio said. ment of the Bishops’ Confer reprisals from Afghanistan’s Tali Aug 17 that “tens of thousands
“At the moment, however, we HQFH RI (QJODQG D@OQDBYNQ VYRIUG VR d)ARghad Viationals” yvid Wgked z Turn to Pages 12, 13 and 160
can only pray for the Afghani that even when situations appeaers advance across the country itheir lives to assist the US militaryfor more

Global Times warns Taiwan: you will end up like Kabul

7$,:$1 7KH ZLWKGUDREZQ RQWBUHVWYV’ LVt StrditQWULQVLF 3ADZ
troops from Afghanistan has led torooted” in the US. And the message The Global Timesinvites Taipei
the “rapid fall” of the government is accompanied by an eloquent-cato “wake up from its dreams” of
in Kabul, while the world witnessed toon in which the American eagleindependence, carefully evaluating
with its own eyes “the evacuationaccompanies President Tsai Ingwhat “happened in Afghanistan:
of diplomats by helicopter” as hap wen towards an open manhole.  once the war breaks out — it adds
pened at the end of the war in Viet For the media outlet linked to— the island’s defence will collapse
nam, in 1975. the communist leadership, Taiwarin a few hours and the American
This is howThe Global Times “is in all likelihood the most cost- army will not come to help”. That's
the English-language newspaper oHUHFWLYH DOO\" RI WikyHth8 @ditdvied Gor& MBSV Hhe/
the Chinese Communist Party, comin East Asia, although there is ndoest choice for the leaders of the
mented on the events in Afghani “military presence” on the island. DPP is to avoid bringing the situa
stan. In an editorial, it stressed that DVKLQJWRQ LW Q R Wibnvto tat @tV amdUdtoy dot@ds
:DVKLQJIJWRQTV 3H[LWéncomadel tiHIGH RyQvernmenas strategic pawns of the United
for the Democratic Progressive Par‘to implement anti-continent peli States, bearing the bitter fruits of a
ty (DPP) in Taiwan. From Saigon tocies through political support andwar”. The claims of this CPP-cen
Syria, warned the newspaper closenanipulation — an approach thatrolled agency should, of course, be
Beijing backed newspapeGlobal Times says the fall of Afghanistan is a 0 the Beijing government “aban has “caused a degree of impovercritically evaluated.— AsiaNews/
SOHVVRQ  IRU 7DLSHL $VLD1HZV SKRWR doning allies” to “protect one’s ishment” between the two sides ofAgencies

Activists seek prevention of hate speech in India

1(: '(/+, O6RFLDO DWWLEHYWM WKH FR QddnRexr) YheR federblDelad. Gnariy \

LQ ,QGLD KDYH ¢ OHvwheD astorties wiullyv&lielv state governments continue to

Supreme Court seeking the prehate speech in contravention ofuel hatred against minorities to

vention of hate speech in publicconstitutional and statutory laws. divert attention from their own

places. Pointing out that it was the failures to tackle the COVID-19
The move comes in the wake¢ IWK VXFK UDOO\ W Rardémi&di thesedompmy’K U H H

of reported hate speeches madmonths across the national capital Human rights activist AC Mi

against Muslims by Hindu Rak region and neighbouring Haryanachael said that hate speech, espe

shak Dal (Save Hindu Forum) at estate, the petition underlined howcially by those who wield polii

rally in the capital Delhi on Aug 8. “speeches calling for direct actioncal power, had become the norm
Syeda Hameed, a former memagainst Muslims were made.” in the country.

ber of the Planning Commission India’s minorities, especially He welcomed the petition, say

of India, and Professor Alok Rai,Muslims, have faced increasinging it was high time someone from

a former faculty member of Delhi hate and violence since the proeivil society took legal recourse in

8QLYHUVLW\ (OHG Wit BhArEtiQd HahataWRaltythe matter.

est litigation on Aug. 16, urging (BJP) came to power in 2014. “I must confess that | have yet

the apex court to recognise that Mohammad Salim Engineer,to come across an initiative by

public authorities have a “duty of secretary-general of Jamaat-ethis government that unites the

care” to prevent such speeches. Islami Hind, said: “The increasecitizens,” he said— ucanews. |ndian protesters condemn incidents of hate speech and violence against
The petitioners asked the courin hate crimes is a matter of graveeom minorities in New Delhi on April 15, 2019. (UCA News photo/Bijay Kumar Minj)
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